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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

SVL 75 
Kubota 
skid steer

Kubota U17 
Mini 
Excavator 
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$350
/day

ota 
steer

$$350350
/day/day

or

�������

Honda F501 Tiller
Easy Start, 36"/24"/12".
Daily, Weekly, Monthly. Call for Details!

Kubota BX25
Tractor/Loader/
Backhoe
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$50
/day

$250
/day

Ph: 204-641-8450   Email: kim@rightchoicerealty.ca  Website: rightchoicerealty.ca

As we head into Fall, many people ask if it is a good time to sell. From Sep 1 - Dec 31, 2024, 
there were 83 properties sold in the areas from Matlock to Arnes.

Short answer...YES, Fall can be a good time to sell.

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Capt. Bob Pearson autographs a model of the Gimli Glider during the exhibit’s fundraising dinner on Sept. 6 at the Gimli Recreation 

Centre. The signed model was later auctioned for $500 to support the museum’s plans to mount the cockpit of the famed Boeing 767 

at a commemorative park near the airport.

Gimli Glider fundraiser honours hero pilotGimli Glider fundraiser honours hero pilot



By Patricia Barrett
Normally, you’d think an airline 

cockpit and the stuff  that goes on 
within its confi nes rather dry material 
for a good meal with over 100 friends 
until you realize it’s no ordinary cock-
pit as it housed two extraordinary pi-
lots who saved everyone on board a 
passenger jet whose engines cut out 
at 41,000 feet and sent the plane into 
a freefall. 

The cockpit of the Gimli Glider, an 
Air Canada Boeing 767 jet that was 
carrying 61 passengers and eight 
crew between Montreal and Edmon-
ton on July 23, 1983, and the two pi-
lots working its controls have gone 
down in aviation history.

And the Gimli Glider Exhibit’s an-
nual fundraising dinner on Sept. 6 at 
the Gimli Recreation Centre celebrat-
ed this most amazing feat of airman-
ship, as well as the return of the cock-
pit to Gimli where the museum plans 
to mount it at a commemorative park 
near the airport on land donated by 
the provincial government.

Capt. Bob Pearson, who was fl ying 
the commercial airliner on that fate-
ful day 42 years ago, and the people 
who were there after he and co-pilot 

Maurice Quintal made an emergency 
landing on a former Royal Canadian 
Air Force base runway in Gimli, remi-
nisced about the aviation emergency 
and their respective roles in what 
could have been a tragedy after a re-
fuelling error between metric and im-
perial left the jet grossly short of gas 
required to complete its journey.

Capt. Pearson’s gliding skills were second to none as he manoeuvred the 
huge powerless airliner into a sideslip 
to reduce altitude and speed on his 
approach to the Gimli runway, which 
unbeknownst to him and Quintal 

(who knew of the runway’s existence 
from his RCAF training days) had 
been decommissioned and converted 
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Our office is open 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm Mon to Thurs

72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

204-642-8681 or 
1-866-487-5688

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Our office is open

If you are buying or selling real estate now or in the near future, 
call us to discuss the important legal issues that you will need to 
know about. Call us for more information and to find out how 
we can help you. We are here when you need us.

Providing full time legal service to 
families and small businesses 
in Gimli and the Interlake.

Baker 
Law
CORPORATION

25093VV0

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
From left: Steve Bannister: France Bannister (standing, fl oral blouse): Capt. Bob 

Pearson, who saved the passengers, crew and the plane: Pearl Dion (standing), 

who was a passenger on the Air Canada fl ight: and retired Gimli fi re chief Gary 

MacGregor, who also saved the plane. Bannister, who’s a member at large on the 

Gimli Glider Exhibit board and built the museum’s cockpit simulator that visitors 

can play with, said the board did well securing the Gimli Glider’s cockpit from an 

aircraft boneyard in the Mojave Desert where the passenger jet ended up after 

retirement and has been sold off  piece-by-piece ever since.

Tales from the cockpit mark 42nd anniversary of the Gimli Glider landing

Brendan Yanta, director of systems 

operations for Perimeter Airlines, was 

the guest speaker at the museum’s 

fundraising dinner. He spoke about 

the unique challenges facing Manitoba 

pilots in the cockpit.

Continued on page 3



into a racetrack — and had a race un-
derway as they descended.

They saved the day, though, along 
with the plane, which was fl own out 
a few days later after Air Canada re-
paired it. But Capt. Pearson said he 
had no idea there was a battery under 
the cockpit’s fl oorboard that could 
have ignited after the landing with a 
collapsed nose gear. The focus of pi-
lots on commercial airliners is fl ying 
the plane, not the inner components 
of it.

“I don’t know any airline pilot that 
does know [about disconnecting 
the battery]. Maybe pilots on small 
aircraft that are more intimate with 
maintenance. But we relied totally on 
maintenance for everything. Normal-
ly, as a pilot on a commercial airplane, 
you don’t even see maintenance,” said 
Capt. Pearson, who with his partner 
Pearl Dion — who was a passenger 
on board the fl ight and met Pearson 
years after the landing — are the most 
down-to-earth people you’re bound 
to meet and enjoy speaking to legions 
of Glider fans who are still mesmer-
ized by the astonishing landing. 

“As a pilot I would get on board 
about half an hour before departure. 
The fuelling would have been done 
before I got there and the mainte-
nance work, too. We don’t even get to 

meet the people who fi x our airplanes 
— you just trust them. You sign the 
log book authorizing the aircraft for 
fl ight. But I didn’t know about the 
battery. As Gary [MacGregor] said, 
the battery could have exploded and 
the airplane could have burned. That 
was a $60-million airplane back in 
1983.”

It was Gimli’s fi re chief Gary Mac-
Gregor who knew the battery had to 
be disconnected straightaway to pre-
vent possible ignition. 

MacGregor and his wife Paulette, 
who live in Gimli, became good 
friends with Capt. Pearson and Pearl 
Dion. They met Pearson years after 
the incident during after a coinciden-
tal encounter in eastern Canada where 
Pearson recognized MacGregor as the 
fi refi ghter with the aircraft-battery 
knowhow. The two couples now reg-
ularly visit each other. 

MacGregor joked that Pearson 
didn’t know how to operate the 767 
and it was incumbent upon him to 
step in to save it. The fi rst thing he did 
that day when he arrived at the scene 
with a pumper truck was “get in the 
cockpit” and ask the captain where 
the battery was located to which Pear-
son replied that he didn’t know.

“You have to disconnect the battery; 
that’s the source of heat. I met this 

guy here,” said MacGregor, gesturing 
to Capt. Pearson sitting beside him. “I 
said to him, ‘There should be a hatch 
in the fl oorboard.’ And he says, ‘Yeah, 
I think it’s here.’ So, we ripped up the 
carpet and we lifted the hatch and I 
got in there and disconnected the bat-
tery.”

How did MacGregor know the im-
portance of disconnecting a plane’s 
battery? He used to build airplanes 
at the Saunders Aircraft company in 
Gimli and had also worked at Bristol 
Aerospace in Winnipeg.

“I had lots of experience with air-
planes and I was taking my pilot’s 
licence,” said MacGregor, who has 
earned a number of prestigious hon-
ours for his service as a fi refi ghter.

Retired RCMP offi  cer, former Gimli 
Airport manager and commercial pi-
lot Bob Munro said he had been on 
police duty that day when he was 

alerted by RCMP headquarters that 
a powerless passenger jet was on its 
way to Gimli. 

“I remember when Capt. Pearson 
fi rst touched down and the big tim-
bers on the metal railing along the 
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Support Local!

ASK US 
FOR OUR 
WOOD & 

PELLET STOVE 
OPTIONS

Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson with Pearl Dion and Capt. Bob Pearson. 

Johnson, who has tried out the fl ight simulator at the exhibit and managed to 

land the plane once after a number of crashes, spoke at the dinner. He recognized 

the volunteers and the exhibit board’s hard work over the past 10 years or so 

to make the Gimli Glider museum a reality and for helping draw tourism to Gimli.

Winnipegger James Kotowich paid for 

50 per cent of the cost of the cockpit.

>  DINNER, FROM PG. 2

Continued on page 4



racetrack went fl ying through the air 
as he was hitting them and knocking 
them out of position,” said Munro.

The gliding manoeuvre Capt. Pear-
son executed to slow the plane and 
lose altitude was something he had 
been trained to do as glider pilot, said 
Munro, who used to tow up gliders 
for the Gimli Air Cadet fl ying pro-
gram.

“But [to do that manoeuvre with] 
a plane that size is phenomenal. You 
don’t practise that with a 767. In small 
planes, I’ve done it hundreds of times. 
I would come in high and purposely 
drop down and, at the last minute, 
land on the ground,” said Munro. 
“Bob and Maurice didn’t have any 
hydraulics and couldn’t move the 
controls because they’re so massive. 
But a little arm with a propeller [a 
backup feature of the 767] wound up 
enough hydraulics so that they could 
get control of the airplane. Until the 
767s, it wasn’t in airplanes. It was a 
new device called the RAT.”

The only thing lost that day was one 
shoe, said Munro. The RCMP recov-
ered everyone’s belongings from the 
plane and took them to the passen-
gers who had been housed and fed at 
the old Viking Hotel in Gimli.

“I was standing on a chair in a room 

with about 80 people, and I held up a 
set of false teeth and said, ‘We’ve got 
an item here. We’re not sure who it 
belongs to. But perhaps someone can 
identify it,’” said Munro. “And a lady 
in the back put up her hand.”

Pearl Dion recounted how it felt to 
be a passenger in the cabin as Pear-
son and Quintal dealt with the falling 
jet after the engines failed over Red 
Lake, Ont.

Dion said she had been travelling 
with her husband Rick Dion, a main-
tenance engineer with Air Canada 
who was off  duty at the time and trav-
elling as a passenger. The couple was 
fl ying with their three-year-old son, 
Chris. Rick went to visit Pearson and 
Quintal in the cockpit to talk about 
the brand new 767. When an audible 
warning in the cockpit went off , she 
said Rick “knew” they were out of 
gas.

“We just couldn’t believe [we sur-
vived]. Even Rick thought we were 
goners, that we were going to crash,” 
said Dion. “He couldn’t believe Bob 
could have landed that airplane.”

She and Chris had been watching a 
movie while Rick was in the cockpit, 
she said. Suddenly, everything went 
dark in the cabin. The crew told them 
to go back to their seats and started 
putting them through emergency 
procedures.

“You go into shock and you just 

don’t know what’s going on. We 
knew something was terribly wrong. 
When Rick came back to the seat, he 
knew we were out of gas,” she said. 
“I asked him, ‘What is the matter?’ 
… and he said, ‘We’re a little short 
of gas.’ I said, ‘How short?’ He said, 
‘Just a little’ because he didn’t want 
to scare me.”

She said she and Pearson are 
“amazed everyone is still interested 
in the story” and that Pearson typi-
cally gets recognized wherever they 
travel.

Gimli Glider exhibit board mem-

ber Glen Hooper drove to the Mo-
jave Desert this summer to pick up 
the cockpit of the retired airliner and 
brought it back to Canada. The board 
purchased the cockpit with the help 
of a generous donor.

Hooper took questions from guests 
about his trip through the U.S., tell-
ing them about his ICE-free entry to 
Canada on June 27 with the cockpit in 
tow and some amusing stories along 
his 7,000-kilometre round-trip jour-
ney that took seven days.
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2025 20252025
PumpkinfestPumpkinfest
Red River Co-Op

Mainstage

8:30-9:30 am //
Ag Fair Registration

9:00-10:30 am //
Pancake Breakfast

9:30 am //
Singers Lori Benn & Wes 
McDonald

10:15 am //
Ryan Price Magic Show

11:00am-3:00pm// 
Henna Tattoos

11:15 am //
Two Crows for Comfort

12:00 pm //
Awards, Speeches & Giant 
Pumpkin Winners

12:15 pm //
Cutest Baby Contest

12:30 pm //
McConnell Irish Dancers

1:30 pm //
Drum Café

2:30 pm //
Quarry Choristers

3:00 pm //
Sarah Teakle’s Fabulous 
Circus Show 

3:30 pm //
Silent Auction Prizes 
Announced

9:00 am-4:00 pm //
Childrens Crafts

9:30 am // 
Diamond Disc Dog Show #1

10:00 am-3:00 pm //
Face Painters

10:00 am-2:00 pm//
Slime Making

11:30 am //
Diamond Disc Dog Show #2

11:30 am - 3:30 pm //
Ryan Price’s Bubble Workshop

12:00 pm//
Old Fashion Games

1:00 pm //
Pie Eating Contest

2:00-2:30 pm //
Sarah Teakle’s Fabulous 
Circus Workshop

Town of Teulon 
Kids Activity Tent

Charisons Turkey 
Hatchery Grandstand

www.teulonpumpkinfest.com

ALL DAY EVENTS
Petting Zoo

Farmers Market
Food Trucks
Duck Dump

Crafts 
9 Hole Mini Golf

Lions Train
Lions Canteen

Fall Family Photos
Pumpkin Carver
Silent Auction
Tanning Demo
Textile Demo

Wood Turning Demo

The Town of Teulon Kids Activity 
Tent is located across the street from 
the hall (directly North), in the Teulon 

Elementary School playground. 
Please use the designated crosswalk 

to access this area.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Saturday, Sept 20, 9-4, Teulon HallSaturday, Sept 20, 9-4, Teulon Hall

$5 admission, $20/family, 
free under 2 yrs

10:30 am //
Largest Pumpkin Weigh Off

Retired RCMP offi  cer Bob Munro with 

Gimli Glider Exhibit president Barb 

Gluck. Munro took charge of the Gimli 

Glider scene after the plane glided onto 

the racetrack beside the Gimli Airport 

and everyone on board survived.

Glen Hooper, member of the Gimli 

Glider Exhibit board, drove down to 

the Mojave Desert in California this 

summer and brought back the cockpit 

and some humourous tales of his 

journey.

>  DINNER, FROM PG. 3

Continued on page 5

LOCAL CITIZENSHIP DRIVESeptember 24, 2025  |  4PM - 8PMSobey’s Parking Lot  |  94 7th Ave. Gimli, MB

SERVICES

•Citizenship Applications  •Citizen Card Renewals
•Harvester Cards & Tags  •Other Inquiries

CONTACT US

mSecretary.gimliredrivermetis@gmail.com
,Office: 102-94 1st Avenue, Gimli, MB
{Office hours by appointment only

G i m l i  R e d 
R i v e r  M é t i s
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Check out our website for what is                                                      
happening as we start a new 

membership year.  
Membership fee is only $25 per year.

Gimli New Horizons 
55+ Centre

  17 Loni Beach Road    (204) 642-7909
Follow us on Facebook as 

Gimli New Horizons
New Membership Year Starts Now!
Are you looking for various physical 

gimlinewhorizons.org
                      

25093GE2

“My fi rst day driving back from 
Henderson, Nevada, just south of Las 
Vegas, I was fuelling up and a little 
kid maybe 11 or 12 says, ‘Look Mom, 
there’s the cockpit of the Space Shut-
tle that blew up over Texas,’” said 
Hooper. “So at I looked at the cock-
pit and thought that kid’s not that far 
off .”

What made the purchase of the 
cockpit possible was Winnipegger 
James Kotowich, who asked exhibit 
president Barb Gluck last year what 
her dream was in terms of the muse-
um. When she told him it was buying 
the plane’s cockpit, he off ered to pay 
50 per cent of the cost.

Kotowich said the glider is an im-
portant piece of history that landed in 
Gimli’s backyard.

“This is an important piece of his-
tory not only for Gimli but the entire 
province and the world. This aircraft 
was landed by a man with great skill 
and who changed aviation through-
out the entire world. When you’re 
learning to be a commercial pilot 
now, you’re taught how to land an 
aircraft like Capt. Pearson had to,” 
said Kotowich. 

The board is “passionate” about the 
Glider and preserving its history, and 
Kotowich said he himself has a “real 
attachment” to the aircraft as his aunt 
worked at Air Canada as secretary to 
the one of the company’s vice-presi-
dents. 

“I did this for my aunt because she 
was proud of Air Canada. When this 
incident happened, she chewed her 
boss out because his reaction as an 
administrator was, ‘We’ll go with 
company lines.’ Capt. Pearson prob-
ably knows what I’m alluding to,” 
said Kotowich, referring to Air Can-
ada’s having disciplined Pearson and 
Quintal for the ground crew’s fuel 
error. “She was mad at them because 
they didn’t support an Air Canada 
employee. There were an awful lot 
of pilots who demanded manual dip-
ping of fuel tanks after that because 
they wanted to make sure this would 
never happen again … and they 
wanted to tell management this was 
not pilot error.”

Special guest speaker Brendan 
Yanta, director of systems operations 
at Perimeter Aviation, told dinner 

guests that pilots working the cockpit 
controls face a number of challenges 
when fl ying in Manitoba — which 
ironically is one of the best places to 
train as a pilot because of its fl at ter-
rain in the south. 

The province’s challenges include 
temperature extremes, remotely lo-
cated communities in the north, lack 
of infrastructure in the north with 
gravel runways, no air-traffi  c con-
trol, limited ground crew, lack of 
navigational lighting and wildlife on 
runways, as well as trouble fi nding 
enough pilots willing to fl y the north.

“Northern Manitoba represents one 
of the most operationally demanding 
environments for commercial avia-
tion. The region is divided by vast, 
sparsely populated landscapes con-
trasted by boreal forests or rugged 
rock formations, tundra and seeming-
ly endless lakes and rivers,” said Yan-
ta. “Within this isolated geography 
there are dozens of small communi-
ties, many of which have no year-
round road access. For these commu-
nities, aviation is not a convenience 
or a means to a vacation or a business 
meeting but a critical lifeline. Many 
community services depend entirely 
upon air transportation.”

The dinner wrapped up with ques-
tions from the guests for Capt. Pear-
son and Pearl Dion, prize draws and 
remarks from Gimli Glider Exhibit 
president Barb Gluck. 

Gluck thanked the provincial gov-
ernment for donating the land at the 
airport where the Gimli Glider cock-
pit will be mounted, as well as the 
exhibit’s board members and volun-
teers. She also thanked Kotowich for 
his donation and said she preferred to 
keep the total cost of the cockpit pri-
vate. 

 >  DINNER, FROM PG. 4

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Town of Arborg council members and CAO challenged each other to make 

personal donations toward the Arborg Terry Fox Run, contributing a combined 

total of $1,750. Pictured left to right: Ron Rogowsky, Rob Thorsteinson, Donna 

Gislason, Peter Dueck, Ron Johnston and CAO Cindy Stansell.

Council backs Terry Fox
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>  Got something you want to get off  your chest? How about an act of kindness to share?

Send your letters to the editor or acts of kindness to news@expressweeklynews.ca. Please include your name, address 
and phone number for confi rmation purposes.

The Express Weekly News is published 
Thursdays and distributed through Canada 
Post to 11,396 homes. Republishing in whole or 
in part without permission is strictly prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing.
This newspaper is supported 100% by advertising dollars. If you enjoy 
the paper and would like to see the newspaper grow and prosper visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our rural communities. – Keep 
your dollars working at home and shop local. Our commitment to you, the 
reader – we connect people through stories to build stronger communities.

OUR EDITORIAL STAFF

ADDRESS
74 Patterson Drive, Stonewall Industrial Park

Box 39, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

PAPER DELIVERY OR FLYER CONCERNS
Christy Brown, Distribution Mgr.:  204-467-5836

>  EMAIL US
Letters to the Editor: news@expressweeklynews.ca  

Classifi eds: ads@expressweeklynews.ca

News: news@expressweeklynews.ca

Print: igraphic@mymts.net

Advertising Deadline: Monday 4:00 pm 
prior to Thursday Publication

View the Express Weekly News online at
www.expressweeklynews.ca

Patricia Barrett - 
Reporter/Photographer
Cell 204-407-6099 patricia@expressweeklynews.ca

ADVERTISING OR PRINT
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lana Meier 204-292-2128
ads@expressweeklynews.ca
PHONE  204-467-5836
FAX  204-467-2679
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By E. Antonio
The Terry Fox Foundation is mark-

ing the 45th anniversary of the Terry 
Fox Run, and Fisher Branch will be 
joining the nationwide celebration 
on Sept. 19. Both Fisher Branch Ear-
ly Years School (FBEYS) and Fisher 
Branch Collegiate are hosting runs, 
inviting staff , students and communi-
ty members to honour the Canadian 
hero.

Because there is no community-
wide run planned in Fisher Branch, 
the schools are encouraging the wider 
community to participate alongside 
them.

At Fisher Branch Collegiate, the day 
begins with a short presentation in 
the gym at 10:30 a.m., followed by the 
Terry Fox Run. Afterwards, everyone 
is welcome at a community barbecue 
at the Fisher Branch Health Centre 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

In the afternoon, FBEYS will host its 
run from 2 to 3 p.m. Teacher Shauna 
Smith said students have spent the 
week learning about Terry’s legacy 
and the importance of raising money 
for cancer research, especially in light 
of the foundation’s 45th anniversary.

“Informational and motivational an-
nouncements will be read over the 
intercom to spark enthusiasm and 
increase understanding. Students re-
ceive stickers — on which they can 
write down who they are running for 
— and tattoos on the day of the run,” 
she said.

Terry Fox began his Marathon of 
Hope on April 12, 1980, in St. John’s, 
N.L., running 5,373 kilometres in 
143 days. He was forced to stop 
near Thunder Bay, Ont., when can-
cer spread to his lungs. He died on 
June 27, 1981. Since then, communi-
ties across Canada have carried on his 
mission, raising more than $900 mil-
lion for cancer research through Terry 
Fox Runs.

Both schools are collecting dona-
tions. Students have been sent home 
with pledge forms, and contributions 
can also be made online at https://tff -
schools.crowdchange.net by search-
ing for the school’s name. FBEYS has 
set a fundraising goal of $2,600, build-
ing on last year’s total.

Smith said students will enjoy spe-
cial rewards along the way. 

“Once we raise $1,000, the students 
will earn an extra-long recess. If we 
can get all the way to $2,600, a special 
celebration event will be planned for 
the students,” she said.

Carissa Robb, Terry Fox Foundation 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan director 
of community development, said she 
would love to see Fisher Branch even-
tually host a community run outside 
of school hours. Thousands of Ca-
nadians took part in their own com-
munity Terry Fox Runs on Sept. 14 in 
support of cancer research.

“Everyone has been touched by can-
cer in some form. Being a part of the 

Terry Fox Run means contributing to 
the cancer research that allows sur-
vival rates to increase each year and 
gives hope to so many people,” she 
said. “It’s about being a part of some-
thing bigger that has a real and per-
sonal impact.”

She invited anyone interested in 
hosting a run in Fisher Branch — or 
any other Manitoban community 
without one — to inquire with the 
Terry Fox Foundation by phoning 
1-888-836-9786, visiting terryfox.org 
or emailing mb@terryfox.org.

“What we look for is passion. Some-
one who understands the importance 
of raising funds to support the re-
search that will eventually put an end 
to cancer,” Robb said.

She noted that hosts should know 
where the run can take place and how 
to promote it, but the foundation pro-
vides support every step of the way, 
including how-to guides for organiz-
ing and handling donations.

“We are so close to making big dis-
coveries in cancer identifi cation and 
treatment. We need fi nancial support 
to make it happen,” she said.

“Through the Marathon of Hope 
Cancer Centres Network, scientists 
and clinicians from across Canada — 
including in Manitoba — are sharing 
information, discoveries and data in 
unprecedented ways. The more mon-
ey raised for cancer research, the bet-
ter for all of us.”

Fisher Branch schools to host 
Terry Fox Runs on Sept. 19
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By E. Antonio
Educator Liz Halina hopes every 

teacher in the province can enjoy a 
stress-free, organized and engaging 
school year.

Halina, who grew up in Selkirk, is a 
Nelson educator and classroom suc-
cess specialist. She is passionate about 
supporting fellow teachers and shar-
ing the benefi ts of Edwin — Nelson’s 
online platform that off ers curricu-
lum-based lessons and resources de-
signed for Canadian educators.

“I can’t even begin to count how 
many resources there are,” she said. 
“The possibilities are nearly endless.”

In Manitoba, Edwin provides curric-
ulum-aligned content for core subjects 
from grades 2 through 10, including 
newly developed material support-
ing the recently updated provincial 
science curriculum. Halina said the 
update was long overdue.

“Manitoba put in a lot of work and 
collaboration into creating this cur-
riculum. The most important thing is 
that it encourages students to explore 
the world and themselves — ques-
tioning, experiencing and connect-
ing with information, rather than just 
memorizing facts and fi gures,” she 
said. “It allows students to engage 
with topics on a personal, social, po-
litical and economic level. It gives 
them a voice and helps develop agen-
cy, guiding their decisions both inside 
and outside the classroom.”

While adapting to a new curriculum 
can be challenging, Edwin is designed 
to ease the transition by off ering 
comprehensive lessons, interactive 
activities, videos, planning tools, as-
sessment resources and learning sup-
ports. The content is cross-curricular, 
often bridging multiple subjects.

“Yes, it’s about science,” Halina 
explained, “but it’s also about un-
derstanding diff erent ways of life. 
Through communication, collabora-
tion, critical thinking, creativity, citi-

zenship and connecting to self — the 
six global competencies — students 
are able to live the good life, or Mino-
Pimatisiwin.”

Edwin’s content is created by a team 
of education professionals who con-
sult with local experts for insight and 
perspective. Content is added regu-
larly, and the team incorporates user 
feedback when developing new ma-
terial. Teachers can customize lessons 
to fi t their students’ needs, save notes, 
organize small-group activities and 
track progress.

In the 2024–25 school year, the most 
accessed collection was Toward Rec-
onciliation, highlighting the plat-
form’s responsiveness to user re-
quests.

“With Edwin, you no longer need 
to lug out that massive binder full 
of worksheets, answer keys and as-
sessment pages. Everything is right 
on the website, and you can access 
your account whenever you are con-
nected to the internet. Students just 
need a teacher’s personalized link to 
join their dashboard — their class — 
and they are able to engage with the 
content.”

Halina’s favourite features include 
the “Self-Check” tool and a wide 
range of built-in resources such as 
graphing and scientifi c calculators, 
fraction tiles, digital whiteboards and 
number blocks.

“It’s more than just a static page,” 
she said. “It makes it easier for teach-
ers who are overworked and over-
burdened — anything you can do to 
make their lives easier is a win for us 
all. I really wish I had something like 
this when I was teaching full time in 
the classroom.”

User feedback shows both teachers 
and students fi nd Edwin easy to use 
and student-friendly. They also value 
lessons on current topics such as the 
spring wildfi res and the upcoming 
National Day for Truth and Reconcili-
ation.

“These are things that are aff ecting 
students right now in their daily lives. 
It is important for teachers to address 
things that are currently happening, 
and it is important that they have ac-
cess to these educational resources,” 

Halina said. “We are giving students 
the chance to come up with creative 
solutions to the challenges we are fac-

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Edwin is a Nelson virtual platform with lessons, resources and activities for 

Canadian teachers.

Interactive tools are built directly into 

the Edwin website.

Selkirk’s Liz Halina is a Nelson educator 

and classroom success specialist who 

works with teachers across Canada 

promoting the Edwin program.

Curriculum made easy with virtual teaching platform

Continued on page 9
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By Lana Meier
The former curling rink in Ashern 

has been transformed into a year-
round Health, Wellness and Active 
Living Centre that aims to serve more 
than 6,000 residents across the North-
West Interlake.

The Lakeshore Regional Wellness 
Commission (LRWC), a non-prof-
it, says the barrier-free facility will 
provide inclusive programming for 
families, seniors, youth and people 
with mobility needs. Features include 
a cardio and strength gym, indoor 
walking track, pickleball and shuffl  e-
board courts, a dance and yoga stu-
dio, and multi-purpose rooms.

“By repurposing the former curling 
rink, we have preserved an important 
piece of community history while cre-
ating a modern facility that meets the 
needs of today and tomorrow,” said 
Tim Cameron, past-president of the 
LRWC. “This project is about bring-
ing people together, improving health 
and wellness, and strengthening the 
quality of life in our region.”

Cameron said the idea began in 2016 
when the ice plant required major re-
pairs and the curling club decided to 
fold. 

“A group was formed to fi nd a use 
for the building, which was built in 
1974,” he explained. “A community 
needs assessment showed a strong 
wish for a year-round, multi-use, ac-
cessible and regional recreation facil-
ity. That really set us on the path.”

Planning began in 2019 with the 
formation of a 14-member volunteer 
board. Since then, fundraising has 
included everything from ball tour-
naments and duck races to raffl  es 
and dinners, supported by accessibil-
ity and community grants, municipal 
contributions and corporate sponsor-
ships. 

“We’ve had incredible local sup-
port,” Cameron said. “Access Credit 
Union and Federated Co-op helped 
us name the studio and the walk-
ing track, and dozens of volunteers 
pitched in with painting, construction 
and cleaning. It’s hard to put a num-
ber on it, but I’d say well over 100 
people have helped in some way.”

Accessibility has been a priority 
from the outset. The three-level build-

ing now has exterior and interior 
ramps, four accessible washrooms, 
and modifi ed doors. 

“People told us they needed barrier-
free washrooms and a way to move 
between levels safely. We knew those 
changes had to be front and centre,” 
Cameron said.

Community input also shaped the 
design. 

“Residents asked for a walking 
track, especially in winter, along with 
a cardio gym, pickleball, shuffl  eboard 
and social spaces,” Cameron noted. 
“It’s the same spirit as when the very 
fi rst curling rink was built in 1947 — 
a place to gather, stay active and con-
nect.”

Memberships will be off ered at dai-
ly, monthly, annual and lifetime rates, 
with subsidies available through cor-
porate programs. 

“We’ve strived to keep fees reason-
able and accessible,” Cameron said. 
“Active living promotes a happier, 
healthier and stronger community, 
and we don’t want aff ordability to be 
a barrier.”

Programming has already started to 
bring the new facility to life. 

“We off ered guitar jams where peo-
ple could bring their instruments and 
play along with lyrics on a big screen, 
which turned into a really fun social 
night,” Cameron said. “Chair yoga, 
kids’ yoga and games for families 
have been popular too.” 

With the offi  cial opening, new activ-
ities will include fl oor shuffl  eboard, 
table tennis, junior pickleball, fl oor 
hockey, indoor soccer and walking 
groups on the Co-op Community 
Spaces Walking Track. The Access 
Credit Union Studio will host yoga, 
crafting, puzzle-making and commu-
nity-led classes. 

“We hope to see people of all ages 
and backgrounds using the space,” 
Cameron added. “It could be a se-
nior trying chair yoga, a youth play-
ing fl oor hockey or parents bringing 
strollers to the walking track. It’s 
about blending health with social 
connection.”

Much of the project has been pow-
ered by local volunteerism. Com-
munity members helped with every 
step — from painting and cleaning, to 

moving equipment, selling raffl  e tick-
ets and donating supplies. 

“The community has been amaz-
ing — we couldn’t have done it with-
out them,” Cameron said. “I’m sure 
we’ve had well over 100 volunteers 
contribute their time and energy.” 

To keep that spirit alive, the commis-
sion is forming a new group called 
Friends of the Wellness Centre. 

“It’s a way to encourage ongoing 
volunteerism,” Cameron explained. 
“We’ll have opportunities for people 
to pitch in at events, help with pro-
gramming or lend a hand around the 
facility. And we want to recognize 
those contributions through apprecia-
tion rewards.”

Partnerships are also growing. The 
Interlake-Eastern Regional Health 
Authority is supplying equipment 
through the Healthy Together Now 
program, and outreach is underway 
to schools and Indigenous groups.

“We want to see beadwork, ribbon 
skirt making, Indigenous teachings 
and multicultural sessions alongside 
sports and fi tness,” Cameron said. 
“This is about wellness in every sense 
— physical, social and cultural.”

The centre is designed to welcome 
residents of two municipalities and 
fi ve First Nations and Métis commu-
nities. 

“Medical transportation drivers 
and patients will be welcomed while 
they’re in town, and the travelling 
public up and down Highway 6 will 
have a place to stop, stretch and con-
nect,” Cameron said.

A grand opening and wellness expo 

is set for Saturday, Sept. 27, 2025, at 
the centre and adjacent Centennial 
Hall. The free event runs 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., with an opening ceremony 
at 1 p.m. It will feature guided tours, 
health and wellness exhibitors, dem-
onstrations and family activities.

“The expo is our chance to showcase 
what the centre can off er,” Cameron 
said. “There will be yoga, pickleball, 
fl oor shuffl  eboard, live demos and 
exhibits from groups like CancerCare 
Manitoba and the Alzheimer Society. 
The Winnipeg Blue Bombers and True 
North Sports have even donated priz-
es for our free draws.”

Cameron added that the project is 
still evolving, with future plans in-
cluding a covered solarium addition 
to enclose the accessibility ramps, 
green landscaping and solar panels.

“Our end goal is a community that 
is healthier and stronger together,” he 
said. “We hope this facility inspires 
people to invest in themselves and in 
each other.”

EVENT AT A GLANCE
What: Lakeshore Regional Wellness 

Centre Grand Opening & Wellness 
Expo

When: Saturday, Sept. 27, 2025; 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (opening ceremony 1 
p.m.)

Where: Lakeshore Regional Well-
ness Centre & Centennial Hall, Ash-
ern, Man.

Cost: Free admission (exhibitors free 
as well)

Lakeshore wellness hub opens in former curling rink

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The new pickleball courts at the Lakeshore Regional Wellness Centre in Ashern are 

part of the transformation of the former curling rink into a year-round health, 

wellness and active living facility for the North-West Interlake.
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By Lana Meier
Stonewall’s own Darren Moore is 

bringing his Las Vegas-based band 
Ikons of Rock back to Manitoba for 
a Canadian tour stop at Winnipeg’s 
Centennial Concert Hall on Sept. 29.

The band, known for its spot-on im-

personations of classic rock legends 
from Fleetwood Mac to Ozzy Os-
bourne, will hit the stage just months 
before starting a one-year residency at 
the Hard Rock Café Las Vegas Strip.

We’re giving one lucky reader the 
chance to win a pair of tickets to the 

Winnipeg show plus a shirt of their 
choice from the merch table.

To enter, email your name, commu-
nity, phone number and answer to 
this question: “Who’s your favourite 
rock-and-roll icon?”

Send entries to jen@stonewallteu-

lontribune.ca with “Ikons of Rock 
contest” in the subject line on or be-
fore Sept. 26.

The winner will be contacted direct-
ly and featured in the paper after the 
show — along with a photo of them at 
the concert.

Win tickets to Ikons of Rock Winnipeg concert Sept. 29

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park
Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

��������	���
���
������
��

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Eriksdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

AA Arborg
Thursdays - 7:30 pm

Arborg Support Centre
327 Main Street

����������
���������

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

���������	��
���


A.A Meeting in Ashern 
Location: #11 2nd Ave North

- Pioneer Manor
( beside the main door entrance 

of Pioneer Manor)
Contact Jackiem.lwrc@gmail.com

Staff 
A photo credit in the Sept. 4 edition of the Express Week-

ly News was incorrect. Photos accompanying the article 
“Dunnottar residents walk to protect Lake Winnipeg’s fu-
ture” were taken by Carla Buelow, not Mackenzie Nicolle. 

The Express regrets the error.

Correction 

By Haley Cvar
A 31-year-old man from The Pas 

was taken to hospital with serious but 
non-life-threatening injuries after a 
two-vehicle collision on Highway 8 in 
the RM of Gimli on Sept. 10.

Police said Selkirk RCMP fi rst re-
ceived a report around 2:05 p.m. of 

an erratic driver travelling north on 
Highway 9 in the RM of St. Andrews. 
Less than an hour later, at 2:50 p.m., 
Gimli RCMP responded to a serious 
crash at the intersection of Highway 8 
and Highway 229.

According to RCMP, an SUV travel-
ling west on Highway 229 failed to 

stop at a mandatory stop sign and en-
tered the intersection, where it collid-
ed with a semi-truck heading south 
on Highway 8. The impact caused the 
semi to roll onto its side in the west 
ditch, while the SUV came to rest in 
the northbound lane of Highway 8.

Investigators later confi rmed the 

SUV was the same vehicle reported 
for erratic driving earlier in the after-
noon.

The semi-truck driver was not in-
jured.

Gimli RCMP, assisted by a forensic 
collision reconstructionist, continue 
to investigate.

Gimli RCMP investigate serious collision on Highway 8

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

You have options.

What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Express Weekly News connects people through 
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

ing right now. There are challenges 
rising on the horizon, and students 
are going to be the ones who come up 
with these solutions.”

School divisions or individual 
schools can visit www.edwin.app to 
request a free demo and quote for 
full access. Once registered, educa-
tors may enrol in Edwin Academy, a 
self-directed learning program or par-
ticipate in one of Edwin’s 20-minute 
professional development sessions.

Edwin also off ers free virtual lessons 
for teachers across Canada on topics 
such as Terry Fox and Truth and Rec-
onciliation in September. Teachers can 
register their classes for live events at 
www.edwin.app/edwin-academy-
live.

“Edwin is here to make lives easier, 
and we cannot wait for teachers to en-
rol,” Halina added.

 >   VIRTUAL TEACHING, 

FROM PG. 7
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By Lana Meier
Quad engines roared and mud fl ew 

as No Shot Racing hosted its second 
Oak Point Mud and Grass Drags Sept. 
5 and 6, drawing racers, families and 
fans to the lakeside community for 
two days of head-to-head action.

The event featured grass drags on 
Friday and mud races on Saturday, 
with competitors ranging from youth 
riders to seasoned open-class veter-
ans. Jayden Allary, who co-hosted the 
event with his brother Bryce, said the 
team’s goal was simple: to share the 
sport they love while building a tradi-
tion in Oak Point.

“Our main goal hosting the event is 
to have our friends and family come 
and enjoy the sport we love as well 
as add to the list of events we already 
attend and give an opportunity for 
other race teams to compete,” Allary 
said.

Preparation for the weekend began 
long before the fi rst quad hit the oval 
track. Allary credited volunteers and 
sponsors, particularly Waasa Indig-
enous Services, for supplying equip-
ment and operators to shape a com-
petitive course. 

“Without the track, we wouldn’t be 
able to race, so the volunteers and 
sponsors defi nitely helped us get the 
track in the right condition,” he said.

Unlike most race weekends, Oak 
Point’s event included both grass 
and mud racing — something Allary 
hopes will help attract newcomers.

“We are one of the few events that 
do grass drags, so I feel like that’s a 
unique way that will get more people 
involved because not everyone wants 
to race on the mud track,” he said.

Racing was organized in brackets, 
with riders matched head-to-head in 
single-knockout heats across about 
a dozen classes, divided by engine 
size from youth quads to the high-
powered open class. The oval track 
required two laps to decide each win-
ner, usually with two or three quads 
running side-by-side. Speeds reached 
up to 110 km/h on the grass and 75 
km/h in the mud, with water depths 
ranging from eight inches to 2.5 feet. 
Trophies were handed out to the top 

three in each class — about 36 in total 
— and entry fees were paid back out 
as prize money.

“The open class is the biggest and 
most sought after to compete in and 
watch,” Allary said. “It has the fast-
est and most expensive quads, so that 
makes it the most interesting.”

Attendance was smaller than at 
some other races across the province, 
but organizers see that as room to 
grow. Free camping and a live band 
rounded out the weekend as No Shot 
Racing worked to make the Oak Point 
event as much a community gather-
ing as a competition. 

“Our races in Oak Point are a little 
smaller compared to others that we 
have been to, but this is why we are 
putting it out there that we want to 
grow our event into more than just 
races,” Allary said. “Hopefully in the 
coming years we can grow it into an 
event that people look forward to ev-
ery year.”

Youth classes, he added, remain the 
heart of the sport. 

“The most loyal group of racers that 
we have are the youth classes, which 
in my opinion are the future of our 
sport,” Allary said.

Looking ahead, No Shot Racing 
plans to expand to two events in 2026 
— one in early summer and another 
in the fall. 

“We have already started planning 
for next year,” Allary said. “We hope 
to see everyone there.”

If interested you can follow their 
Facebook page No Shot Racing. 

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CHRISTIE FEHR
Brothers Bryce (left) and Jayden Allary of No Shot Racing co-hosted the Oak Point 

event.

Stephan Weibe of No Shot Racing (left) and Gyn Sinclair of Heartbreaker Racing 

fl y off  the line.

No Shot Racing co-hosts Bryce Allary (left) and Stephan Weibe (right) with youth 

winners, with youth winners, Where’s the Finish Racing’s Leo Michaleski and Team 

DGR’s Remy Dinwoodie.
Dominic Abbors of Team Not Normal (left) and Austin Courchene of CPS Racing 

battle in the mud during the Oak Point Mud and Grass Drags.

Rogan Pozernick of Poz Boys Racing 

powers through the course.

No Shot Racing draws riders to Oak Point for mud and grass drags
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> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Pumpkin Pie 
Kefir Smoothie

Fresh Salad with 
Grilled Strawberries 
and Celery, Berries 

and Burrata

Thai Lime 
Chicken Salad

1/2 frozen banana
3 tablespoons pumpkin puree

Recipe courtesy of Marie Reginato on 
behalf of Duda Farm Fresh Foods

Servings: 2
Salad:
4 sticks Dandy Celery, divided
4 strawberries, cut in half
1handful blackberries 
blueberries
raspberries
1 medium burrata ball, cut in half
3 cups arugula 
1 handful hemp seeds

Dressing:
3 tablespoons orange juice 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 1/2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 
1 tablespoon honey or maple syrup
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 pinch sea salt 
Using grill pan or directly on grill, 

cook two celery sticks and strawber-
ries until soft with grill marks on either 
side.

While celery and strawberries grill, 

Servings: 4
4 stalks Dandy Celery, sliced on bias
1 cucumber, split, seeded and sliced 

on bias
2 carrots, peeled and julienned
2 cups Jasmine rice, cooked and 

cooled slightly

chopped and white ends julienned
2 cups poached chicken breast, shred-

ded
3 tablespoons avocado seed oil
3 tablespoons rice vinegar
1 tablespoon palm sugar
2 tablespoons toasted sesame oil
2 tablespoons lime juice

1 cup Maple Hill Creamery Va-

peptides
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
1/4 cup ice

ground cinnamon, to taste
In high-speed blender, blend banana, 

collagen peptides, vanilla, pumpkin 
pie spice and ice until smooth.

In glass, add drizzle of additional va-

Sprinkle with ground cinnamon, to 
taste. 

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock

make dressing. In jar, mix orange juice, 
lemon juice, Dijon mustard, honey, ol-
ive oil and salt. 

Cut grilled and remaining raw celery 
sticks at angle into 1/4-inch pieces.

In mixing bowl, toss celery, strawber-
ries, blackberries, blueberries, raspber-
ries, burrata, arugula and hemp seeds 
with dressing. Mix well. 2 tablespoons tamari

-
tional)

salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
1 cup roasted peanuts or cashews, 

crushed
1 cup fresh cilantro sprigs
4 lime wedges
In medium bowl, combine celery, cu-

cumbers, carrots, cooked rice, scallions 
and shredded chicken.

In another bowl, whisk avocado seed 
oil, rice vinegar, palm sugar, sesame 

dissolved. Adjust seasoning with salt 
and pepper, to taste.

Pour mixture over celery and shred-
ded chicken mixture; toss to mix.

To serve, portion out salad and top 
with crushed nuts, cilantro sprigs and 
lime wedges.

By Fitness Expert Julie Germaine Coram
After I stepped away from training 

-
tests, it seemed nearly every client 
who walked through my door had 
the same goal: weight loss. It’s com-
mon to struggle to shed fat—espe-
cially around the midsection—and 

-
cult for some people than for others.

Fair or not, genetics plays a ma-
jor role in body composition and 
response to food. Some genes are 
linked to a higher risk of obesity, 

-
petite or metabolic health. Age is 
another factor you can’t control; it 

body converts food into energy 
-

balances can slow metabolism and 
lead to weight gain. So can alcohol 
use, stress, poor sleep and chronic 
inactivity.

Rather than feel discouraged about 
what you can’t control, use this in-
formation as motivation to focus 
on what you can—your nutrition. 
Working with an expert can help 
you identify the dietary choices that 
support your individual goals.

Regular exercise and healthy daily 
habits also make weight loss eas-
ier. If behaviour change has such 
impact, it’s a no-brainer to build 
movement into your routine. Envi-
ronment matters too, but Manitoba 

-
ing trails and fun indoor classes 

-
gating other barriers, such as lim-
ited access to healthy food or a tight 
budget, ask for help. Two brains are 
better than one when it comes to 

break through plateaus.
-

ness challenges by booking a free 
online consultation: www.calendly.
com/juliegermaine, or email me at 
julie@juliegermaine.com.

Coach Julie Germaine Coram is dedi-
cated to lifelong health. She is an active 
mom, a registered personal trainer, a 

specialist. She has helped thousands 
worldwide improve their health since 
2005.

Fitness Expert Julie Germaine Coram

What makes weight loss so 
challenging for some people?
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By Annaliese Meier
The Creative Cocoon is set to raise 

the curtain on its latest youth produc-
tion, Into the Woods Jr., bringing fai-
rytales and fresh talent to the Arborg 
Bifrost Community Hall on Sept. 20.

The musical features 13 students 
from Riverton, Gimli, Arborg and 
surrounding areas, aged 10 to 13. 
Lisa Klym, co-chair of The Creative 
Cocoon, said the show is a chance to 
showcase their skills and enthusiasm 
on stage.

“The Creative Cocoon is thrilled to 
announce our upcoming community 
production,” Klym said. “We’re ex-
cited to showcase their skills and en-
thusiasm on stage.”

For cast member Meadows Naylor, 
the production is a second time per-
forming with the group after playing 
the Tin Man in The Wizard of Oz. 

“I had so much fun, and I wanted to 
do another performance,” she said.

This time she takes on the role of the 
Baker, a character she described as “a 
loving and caring husband, but also 
bossy and insecure.” Naylor said per-
forming duets and dance scenes with 
her stage wife, Isabel Klym, has been 
a highlight of rehearsals.

She added that improv exercises 

have been her favourite part of prepa-
ration. 

“It can be really funny to see what 
people come up with,” she said. 

Naylor said she is especially excit-
ed for audiences to see the opening 
scene, which took weeks to perfect.

Directors Amy Platt and Emilie Car-
dinal said the young cast has grown 
immensely since rehearsals began. 
Platt, who grew up performing in the 
Arborg community hall, said choos-
ing Into the Woods Jr. was personal.

“As a long-time theatre lover, Into 
the Woods has always been a show I 
hold close to my heart,” she said. “We 
knew the kids would love it, and the 
locals who come to see our produc-
tion would fi nd comfort in seeing rec-
ognizable characters like Cinderella, 
Little Red Riding Hood and Jack.”

Platt said the focus has not been 
perfection but exploration and confi -
dence. 

“We’ve really seen these kids come 
out of their shells,” she said. “It’s 
never been our main concern to 
make these kids perfect. What we’re 
focused on is helping them explore 
the arts, let loose, have fun and grow 
from the experience.”

Cardinal said the production has 

been shaped by community input 
and support. Local artists contributed 
to set design, and parents have gone 
out of their way to support rehearsals.

“The support has been incredible,” 
she said. “Parents have gone out of 

their way to bring their children to 
rehearsals, and the community has 
rallied behind us with sponsorships 
and advertising. Their generosity has 

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Cast members of The Creative Cocoon’s youth theatre program gather ahead 

of their upcoming production of Into the Woods Jr., set for Sept. 20 at the 

Arborg Bifrost Community Hall. The musical features 13 young performers from 

Riverton, Gimli, Arborg and surrounding areas, aged 10 to 13.

Young actors bring fairytales to life in Into the Woods Jr.

Continued on page 13

Moosehorn Moosehorn 
Community Club Community Club 

FALL DINNERFALL DINNER
Sunday, September 21, 2025Sunday, September 21, 2025

Doors open at 11:30 a.m.Doors open at 11:30 a.m.
Dinner at 12:30 p.m.Dinner at 12:30 p.m.

Admission at DoorAdmission at Door
Tickets: Adults $22.00Tickets: Adults $22.00

7-12 years $10.007-12 years $10.00
6 and under FREE6 and under FREE

Silent Silent 
AuctionAuction
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Now in her 8th term, Trustee Gladys Kohler brings 
three decades of experience, dedication, and 
community leadership to Evergreen School Division. 
She represents Ward 2, where she continues to 
support the schools her grandchildren attend today.

“My desire to serve began when my oldest child started 
school. I wanted to ensure that parent voice was present at the 
board table and be involved in contributing to public education — 
and that commitment has never wavered.”

Gladys has served on over 25 committees, including roles as Vice-
Chair, Finance Chair, and currently as Chair of the Policy Review 
and Employee Recognition Committees. She is a strong supporter 
of initiatives such as our Band and Music Program, Literacy and 
Reading Initiatives, RTI programming, and more.

Her proudest moments come from building lasting relationships 
throughout the school community and ensuring fair and equal 
opportunities for all students. She lives by the belief that “it takes a 
whole community to raise a child.”

Fun fact: Gladys has spearheaded a Centennial Heritage Project 
and volunteers or has volunteered with the local Sports Club, 
Community Hall, Stand with Ukraine, and Canada GenWeb. She’s 
currently working on a project recognizing former school districts of 
Evergreen School Division prior to consolidation. 

Trustee Spotlight: 
Gladys Kohler – Ward 2

Ever Wonder Who School Trustees Are 
— and Why They Matter?
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Ph 204-467-8507 Ph 204-467-8507 
or 204-981-2831or 204-981-2831

$$1,000 REWARD1,000 REWARDmade this production possible.”
Platt credited volunteer Brenda Gulay 

for helping students master the show’s 
intricate music. 

“She made the rehearsal process so 
much smoother, and we couldn’t have 
done it without her,” she said.

The directors also see the production 
as the beginning of something larger.

“This is just the beginning,” Platt said. 
“It’s so important to have programs like 
this in small towns. It makes art more 
accessible for everyone, and it keeps the 
community alive.”

Cardinal agreed, adding they hope to 
build a tradition. 

“Our hope is to establish this as a year-
ly tradition here in Arborg,” she said. 
“One that continues to nurture young 
talent and bring the community togeth-
er through the arts.”

Naylor, for her part, said the experi-
ence has taught her lasting lessons. 

“I think the musical shows us to do 
the hard things in life, and good things 
will come,” she said. “We need to not 
always take the easy road, and it will be 
worth it in the end.”

Into the Woods Jr. runs Saturday, Sept. 
20 at the Arborg Bifrost Community 
Hall. Doors open at 6 p.m. with the per-
formance beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are available by emailing info@thecre-
ativecocoon.ca

>  FAIRYTALES, FROM PG. 12

Interlake’s Automotive & Agricultural Glass Specialists
We make the claim
We replace the glass
We have courtesy cars available

Phone 204-467-8929 
to book your appointment.
2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall

Autopac Accredited Glass Repair

Cast members sort through racks of costumes in 

preparation for The Creative Cocoon’s youth production 

of Into the Woods Jr.
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ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING

for

MOOSEHORN CONSUMERS
CO-OPERATIVE LTD.

• Financial Report 
• General Manager Report

• Election of Directors
• PST Exemption discussion

• Ashern store renovation update
• Door Prizes

Thursday, September 25, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Moosehorn Community Hall

More information at 
www.moosehorncoop.crs

By Lana Meier
A string of early frosts has cut deep 

into Stoney Acre Farms’ pumpkin 
and corn crops, capping off  what 
Mike and Kathleen Melnychuk call 
one of the most challenging growing 
seasons they’ve faced.

The Fraserwood couple, who grow 
strawberries, corn and pumpkins, 
said their season began with hurdles 
long before the fi rst frost.

“Our season starts in early May 
when we bring the strawberries out 
of dormancy and plant new plants, 
followed by planting sweet corn 
and pumpkins,” said Mike Melny-
chuk. “The dry weather that followed 
planting is when problems started 
happening. In the strawberries we 
had sluggish growth, despite irriga-
tion nothing replaces rain. Then se-
vere wildlife damage at the hooves of 
white-tail deer caused a crop loss of 
well over 10,000 pounds of fruit.”

Pumpkins and corn, seeded on 
about 1.25 acres, also got off  to a shaky 
start with poor germination and high 
weed pressure. Still, by late summer, 
optimism returned. 

“Every day we would go out and see 
positive growth,” said Melnychuk. 
“By early September we had pump-
kins ripening and sweet corn ready 
— some of it only needed a few more 
days.”

That optimism faded quickly. A soft 
frost June 24 was followed by a hard 
frost on Sept. 5 and another on Sept. 7.

“Waking up at 6 a.m. and seeing 
the thermometer showing minus 3, 
my heart defi nitely dropped,” Mel-
nychuk said. “Still, at the time, I felt 
confi dent one frost couldn’t stop it all. 
But by the next day, the corn was wilt-

ing and browning. We had to leave 
over half of our pumpkins in the fi eld 
and were only able to harvest about 
15 per cent of our sweet corn.”

Extended family pitched in to sal-
vage what they could, hauling the 
best pumpkins and gourds into stor-
age, while immature squash were al-
ready going soft in the fi eld.

“Luckily, we did what we did be-
cause that night it dipped down to 
minus 2 for over four hours, which 
would have damaged everything that 
was out there,” Melnychuk said.

Despite the loss, 
he said the sup-
port from friends 
and customers 
has been a bright 
spot. 

“Throughout all 
of this, we had 
lots of off ers to 
help from friends 
and community, 
which was great-
ly appreciated,” 
he said. “The 
whole north In-
terlake has been 
super receptive to 
us. It’s amazing 
how far people 
come to buy our 
produce.”

The Melnychuks 
are already plan-

ning for next season. They hope to 
build a high-tunnel greenhouse to 
start pumpkins earlier, move up seed-
ing dates and expand to nearly fi ve 
acres of strawberries.

“This was our fi rst major year of 
production and I still feel optimistic,” 
Melnychuk said. “You can’t really 
learn to deal with challenges unless 
you face them. At the end of the day 
farming is farming — no matter what 

we grow, we are at the mercy of Moth-
er Nature. That’s where being a close-
knit community really helps, sharing 
experiences to make us resilient. Stay 
positive. There’s always next year.”

For news, updates and to see when 
and how to purchase their pumpkins, 
gourds or other produce, follow them 
on Instagram stoneyacrefarms or 
Facebook @stoneyacrefsrms

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Pumpkins and gourds salvaged from Stoney Acre Farms will fi nish ripening off  the vine in the barn after early September 

frosts wiped out much of the Fraserwood farm’s crop. Mike and Kathleen Melnychuk and their sons Mitchell and Matthew 

(pictured) were busy picking what they could on Sept. 6 in anticipation of more frost.

Early September frosts scorched Stoney Acre Farms’ sweet corn near Fraserwood, 

leaving leaves wilted and brown. Mike and Kathleen Melnychuk said they were 

forced to abandon much of their crop after temperatures dipped as low as –3 

C, capping off  what they called one of their most challenging growing seasons.

Stoney Acre salvages pumpkins after crop losses
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By Patricia Barrett
The Manitoba Animal Alliance 

(MAA) is hosting an upcoming “open 
to all” veterinary clinic in Fisher 
Branch later this month to supple-
ment residents’ access to rural veteri-
nary medicine.

MAA founder Debra Vandekerhove 
said this is the fi rst time they’ve held a 
clinic that’s open to all Interlake resi-
dents. 

The clinic will not only provide ac-
cess to vet care for some rural resi-
dents who don’t always have a con-

venient way to access it, but also 
provide a low-cost alternative for 
families struggling with the high cost 
of living.

“When on a tight budget sometimes 
a little bit of help goes a long way,” 
said Vandekerhove. “Rural home-
owners sometimes don’t see the same 
opportunities as in the city. We want 
to change that.”

In August 2024, the MAA teamed 
up with area veterinarians, the RM 
of Fisher, sponsors and volunteers to 
hold a low-cost veterinary spay, neu-
ter and vaccination clinic in Fisher 
Branch for RM residents only. Sev-
enty-four animals were treated last 
year, making it a very busy clinic and 
showing the demand for veterinary 
services in that municipality alone.

This year’s clinic will consist of a full 
veterinary exam, two vaccines to pro-
tect pets from rabies and distemper, 
and a copy of the exam for $60. Cats 
will receive ear mite medication and 
dogs will receive de-wormer medica-

tion. MAA will also be bringing what 
pet food it can secure for clients since 
a delayed shipment of food may not 
be available by the time of the clinic 
on Sept. 27.

Headquartered in Sandy Hook, 
MAA is a registered charity that 
Vandekerkhove founded in 2013. It 
provides remote veterinarian clinics 
in partnership with veterinarians and 
communities, as well as emergency 
animal services. It fl ies companion, 
homeless, injured and abandoned 
pets out of remote and northern com-
munities and works with communi-
ties to support pet-management pro-
grams. 

MAA’s veterinary clinic in Fisher 
Branch is open to all residents of the 
Interlake. It will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 27 at the Ukrainian National 
Home (hall) at 33 Provencher St. from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Visit animal alliance on social me-
dia. To book an appointment, email 
FBspayneuterclinic@gmail.com.  

FILE PHOTO BY DEBRA VANDEKERKHOVE
The August 2024 veterinary clinic that MAA hosted in Fisher Branch for residents 

of the RM of Fisher Branch saw a total of 74 animals treated, including this girl’s 

large livestock dog.

Manitoba Animal Alliance holding first-time ‘open to all’ veterinary exam clinic in Fisher Branch
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GIMLI
204-642-8501

SELKIRK
204-482-5806

JOHN WISHNOWSKI
204-479-1208

GRANT HJORLEIFSON
204-641-6400

JASMIN THEOBALD
204-642-8501

PAM ISFELD
204-641-5408

3 BR cottage in 
Sandy Hook, 

everything’s included! 
Large screened in 
porch, workshop.

13 1st Street, Eriksdale - 
1050 sq. ft. home w/ 3 bed, 

1 bath. On 2 lots - 
$130,000

Arborg Trailer Park - 
3 bed, 1 bath mobile home 

on leased lot - 
$34,900

246 St. Peter Street, Arborg 
- 3 bed, 1 bath home ft. A/C. 

On 4 lots - 
$270,000

AYLA DROPKO
204-651-1214

bsmt. Many upgrades 
incl kit & windows. 
Huge front deck. 

$177,500
Wpg Beach $319,900. 
4 season, 1448 sf +2 

sunrms. 3 brs, 2 full baths. 
Open plan. Huge lot

Hilbre $79,900. Beaut treed 
25 acres, 811 sf bng w/

bsmt, 2 brs. Needs TLC. 
2 older outbldgs

All season hm at The Nar-
rows, 1200 sf, 3 brs, many 

renos. Treed lot across 
from lake 

$150’s

DAYNA CLARK
204-461-1347

FOR YOU FOR YOU 

DAVE HUMNISKI
204-642-3044

Lakefront Opportunity
3.72 Acres of Lakefront
north of Gimli. 336’ of 
unobstructed views! 

$275,000

MIKE JUBA
204-588-7967

St Clements 49 ac 
hobby farm w/home 
renovated in 2006, 

shop, fenced paddocks  
$469!

St Clements 46 ac property 
38 cultivated acres w/barn 

& building beautiful 
treed yard site w/power 

$279k!

 5 acre lots in Sandy Hook. 
Close to lake. Hydro at 

road. Driveways in place.

CHRIS NEUFELD
204-641-1727

CUTE & COZY 
WPG BEACH. 2 bdrm. 
Laminates. Ready to 

enjoy year round.

3 BR Condo in
Aspen Park, 

gorgeous updated 
kitchen, 3 season SR, 

10 Ft ceilings.

SAMANTHA KING
204-229-7560

1/2 acre lot in Glen Bay, 
driveway and culvert in 
place, partially cleared, 
short walk to the lake.

LAURENCE HUMNISKI
204-642-3589

Loni Beach- 
Home and Acreage

Lge. Bungalow/ 
attached garage
and 35.6 Acres!

Arborg - Immaculate
- 6 bed 2.5 bath home 

dbl det garage - 
centrally located 

CRYSTAL LINE
204-232-62009

West of Arborg - 
2080 sqft. bungalow 

4 bed 2.5 bath 7.59 acres 
just off of 68 HWY 

By Patricia Simcoe-Rosenbaum
The Gimli Garden Club is encour-

aging residents to “Come Grow With 
Us” as it celebrates a busy year of 
projects, tours and new initiatives.

Known for the colourful plant-
ers that brighten Gimli’s downtown 
each summer and for its popular an-
nual plant sale, the volunteer club 
has grown steadily since three local 
women launched it during the Com-
munities in Bloom movement of the 
mid-1990s. Today, the group has 29 
members from across the Interlake, 
including Matlock, Sandy Hook, 
Fraserwood, Winnipeg Beach, Camp 
Morton, Gimli and Fisher Branch.

Members take part in a wide range of 
activities, from community planting 

and parades to workshops, presenta-
tions and tours. This year’s highlights 
included a visit to a local bison farm 
and a tour of the Hillside Memorial 
Garden designed by Inwood resident 
Fred West and area gardeners.

Education is central to the club’s 
mission. Past guest speakers have in-
cluded environmentalist Dr. Eva Pip, 
Free Press columnist Colleen Zacha-
rias, radio host Dorothy Dobbie and 
designer Fred West. Workshops may 
carry a small fee to cover speaker 
costs.

The club is funded in part by a grant 
from the RM of Gimli, which supports 
the purchase and planting of fl owers 
to beautify the community. Addition-

al funding comes from membership 
fees and the annual plant sale. Mem-
bers also work alongside Nadine Gis-
lason, a full-time gardener hired by 
the RM, who has been improving lo-
cal greenspaces by removing diseased 
and damaged trees.

This year marked the launch of the 
club’s fi rst annual gardening con-
test, Come Grow With Us, open to 
amateur gardeners across the RM of 
Gimli. Categories included peren-
nial, annual, fairy, balcony, unique 
and vegetable gardens. Entries closed 
Sept. 14.

The Gimli Garden Club meets at 
2 p.m. on the third Monday of the 
month from September to Decem-
ber and April through August at the 

Gimli Multi-Purpose Room, 17B Loni 
Beach Rd., behind the Gimli New Ho-
rizons building. Membership is $10 
per year and open to all residents, 
with non-members welcome to at-
tend some presentations for a silver 
collection.

The club has also launched a Face-
book page and encourages new mem-
bers to join, share ideas and take part 
in community beautifi cation.

“We welcome everyone — you don’t 
have to be an expert gardener,” said 
organizers. “Our goal is to learn to-
gether, build community and have 
fun.”

For more information, email gimli-
gardenclub@hotmail.com.

Gimli Garden Club invites residents to grow together
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By Annaliese Meier
With the arrival of fall colours and 

a new school year, Gimli’s Hidden 
Treasures Studio is preparing to wel-
come young artists back for another 
season of creative exploration.

The “Just Gogh Picasso” after-
school art classes, which began in 
2021 with only four students, have 
grown steadily and will return for the 
2025–26 year with an expanded line-
up. This year’s curriculum includes 

fi ve two-month units covering mixed 
media, Art 101, handbuilding clay, 
sketching and drawing, and acrylic 
painting with colour theory.

“Our goal isn’t just to create more 
professional artists but to help young 
people become more complete human 
beings — curious, creative and critical 
thinkers,” said owner Barb Stein.

Classes run Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. for students in grades 1 to 4 and 
Wednesdays during the same time 

slot for grades 5 to 8. A program for 
homeschooled students in Grade 1 
and up will also be off ered Wednes-
day mornings.

In addition to studio work, partici-
pants will showcase their art at local 
events such as Culture Days, Nuit 
Blanche in late September and the 
Gimli Ice Festival. Young artists will 
also have opportunities to sell their 
work through art shows hosted by 
Artists of the Lake. Photography 
workshops, guest artists and visits to 
the Gimli Art Club will further broad-
en the learning experience.

New this year is a teen program, 
created in part-
nership with the 
Gimli Art Club, 
which gives old-
er students the 
chance to learn 
directly from es-
tablished local 
artists. The fi rst 
unit will focus on 
pottery, includ-
ing instruction on 
the pottery wheel. 

Classes will be held Thursdays from 4 
to 5:30 p.m. at the Gimli Art Club.

The program year will culminate 
with a two-day “Just Gogh Picasso” 
art show at the Lakeview Hotel, where 
students’ work will be celebrated.

Registration is open until Sept. 23. 
Parents can sign up their children on-
line at Hidden Treasures’ website, in 
person at the studio, or by calling 204-
642-3003.

Stein expressed thanks to Lakeview 
Hotel and Hailey’s Way for their on-
going support, and noted they con-
tinue to seek sponsorships to ensure 
more children can access the program.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY RAYME THOMSON 
Hidden Treasures Studio students displayed their work at the “Just Gogh Picasso” 

art show earlier this year at Gimli’s Lakeview Hotel.

Hidden Treasures launches new year of after-school art programs

Just Gogh Picasso – Kids Art Classes
Fall into creativity this school year!

Paint, draw, sculpt & explore with fun projects, 
guest artists & local art shows.

Grades 1–4: Tues. 4–5:30 p.m.
Grades 5–8: Wed. 4–5:30 p.m.

Homeschool: Wed. 10:30–12 noon
Teens (new!): Thurs. 4–5:30 p.m. at Gimli Art Club

Register by Sept. 23
Call 204-642-3003 or visit Hidden Treasures Studio, Gimli

• We accept the Canadian Dental Care Plan
   and all other dental plans
• Arborg Clinic - 356 River Rd.
• Phone (204) 376-5838 for appointment
• After hours (204) 781-6409

••••
 
•
•
•

TOM KOSTER DENTURE CLINIC

Denturist

•ONLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE 
•DIRECT BILLING TO MOST INSURERS

•OPEN MONDAYFRIDAY
• EXPERIENCED, FRIENDLY STAFF

Our philosophy and mission remains 
focused on quick and equal access to 
care and providing service close to home.
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Inmotionnetwork.ca   
K e e p i n g  t h e  I n t e r l a k e  i n M o t i o n  s i n c e  19 94
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OFFERING UKRAINIAN DANCE CLASSES 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

For more information please contact For more information please contact 
gimlibarvinokud@gmail.comgimlibarvinokud@gmail.com

Annual AGM Meeting at 6pm Oct 1, 2025 at Annual AGM Meeting at 6pm Oct 1, 2025 at 
Dr. George Johnson Middle School Library  Dr. George Johnson Middle School Library  

No Experience Required • 4 to Adult • Age at December 31, 2025No Experience Required • 4 to Adult • Age at December 31, 2025
Trial Classes on September 17 & 24

Age 4-6 • 5:30-6
Age 7-8 • 5:30-6

Age 9-10 • 6-6:45
Age 11-12 • 6-6:45

Age 13-18 • 6:45-7:30
Age 18 Plus • 6:45-7:30

Online Registration open – closes Oct. 1, 2025
DISCOUNT FOR BOYS *NEW MULTI DANCER DISCOUNT*

Dr. George Johnson Middle SchoolDr. George Johnson Middle School

Recent patient of Vandor Denture Centre, Ron 
shares his story of how he can chew everything 
with his dentures.  

Local patient stories of how their dentures fit so differently
BY ELISHA VANDOR

     Today we are highlighting the 
denture stories of two patients, 
Ron and Sara, who happily shared 
their denture experiences with us 
at their most recent appointments 
last week. Both Ron and Sara have 
something in common that makes 
their dentures fit differently, so 
let’s dive into their stories togeth-
er.  
     Ron came to see us for a con-
sultation earlier this year knowing 
he had to have his remaining 26 
teeth removed. When he came 
in for the consultation with the 
Denturist Brock to discuss his 
teeth replacement options, he 
found out that his dentures could 
fit tighter with dental implants 
and the procedure would be done 
simultaneously with extractions. 
Right after Ron had the teeth 
extracted and dental implants 
placed, he was smiling with the 
same dentures you see in his 
picture. The only difference now 
is that his full lower denture clicks 

into 4 dental implants, which was 
able to happen about 3 months after 
the dental implants were placed. 
We asked Ron what it’s like having 
the lower denture with the dental 
implants and he said, “it’s almost as 
good as my regular teeth. I’ve had 
no issues with them at all. They are 
very comfortable. I am very pleased 
with the bottom teeth. I’ve can chew 
steak, fish, potatoes, chicken, pizza, 
lasagna...no issues at all eating with 
the bottoms.  The best thing I could 
have done for me, was getting the 
clip-in denture. The procedure, 
including the teeth extractions, and 
Brock doing his thing, it all worked 
out well for me. If you’re thinking 
about it, then it’s the way to go!”
     Now, there is two differences 
between Ron and Sara. For Sara, 
she had two lower dental implants 
placed instead of 4, like Ron and 
she didn’t need any teeth extracted 
since she was already wearing full 
dentures for many years prior. When 
we asked Sara about the procedure 
to have the dental implants placed, 

she said, “My lower denture kept 
moving around, it didn’t stay in 
place, so that’s why I wanted to 
get the dental implants. Having 
the dental implants put in wasn’t 
scary. In fact, I felt really good 
after. I could feel the drilling pres-
sure into the bone, but it didn’t 
hurt after, I went home and it felt 
good. On a scale from 1-10 for 
soreness afterwards I would say it 
was a 1, no problem, really. I just 
kept rinsing with warm water. Now 
having the denture clicked in feels 
right; it’s not moving. For someone 
thinking about the dental implants 
for their denture, I would say, if it’ll 
work for you, then why not, eh?”
    Isn’t it wonderful to hear real 
stories of people in your neigh-
bourhood who have made the 
decision for dental implants? Ron 
and Sara improved their quality 
of life and we can help you can 
chew better with dentures too. Our 
consultations are free, so we look 
forward to hearing from you soon 
to book your appointment! 299.5 Eaton Ave, Selkirk, MB

(204) 482-6698

SENIOR PRICING

A passion for excellence and innovation since 1971A passion for excellence and innovation since 1971

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Triple C riders John and Shilo Cook team up with Ian and Scott McKay in the ranch 

doctoring event at the Fisherton Horse Club rodeo Sept. 6. In ranch doctoring, 

one rider ropes a cow’s head and another its back legs before dismounting to 

move the head loop to the front legs, allowing the animal to be safely handled 

and treated for illness.

Ranch rodeo hits FishertonRanch rodeo hits Fisherton



204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 59 Years!
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specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2018 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

The Vermeer N-series balers bring heavy-duty components for strength and durability in the field when 

you need it most. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and Auto Lube system help 

extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the industry.
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By Lana Meier
A pair of Manitoba brothers stumbled across 

a remarkable animal this summer — one they 
had last seen a decade ago under extraordinary 
circumstances.

Ten years ago, Ken and Don Crawford were 
visiting a Hereford cattle operation in Alberta 
when they heard the story of an unusual birth. 

A bull buff alo had escaped its enclosure and 
found its way into a Hereford pasture. In that 
single day, it bred with a cow.

Months later, the cow struggled during calv-
ing, prompting the rancher to call in a veteri-
narian. A caesarean section was performed, and 
a very large calf — half buff alo, half Hereford 
— was delivered.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY KEN CRAWFORD
Ken and Don Crawford of Argyle were reunited this summer 

with a rare buff alo-Hereford cross they fi rst saw as a calf 

10 years ago in central Alberta. Now fully grown at about 

2,500 pounds, the sterile hybrid has been kept by a rancher 

as a pet.

Rare crossbreed reunites Crawford brothers with a one-of-a-kind animal

“It was incredible to see,” said Ken Crawford. “Nobody 
expected the calf would even survive.”

Because of genetic diff erences between the two species, 
calves like this are almost always sterile and cannot be 
used for breeding. For that reason, many are kept as nov-
elties or raised for meat rather than as herd animals.

Fast-forward a decade and the brothers were back in cen-
tral Alberta, seeking directions to another farm when they 
noticed an unusually large animal standing in a pasture. 
Curious, they asked a rancher friend about it the follow-
ing day.

“He just laughed and said, ‘I know exactly which one 
you mean,’” recalled Don Crawford.

The rancher took them out on a side-by-side to the pas-
ture, where they came face to face with the same calf they 
had fi rst encountered years earlier. Now fully grown, the 
rare crossbreed tips the scales at about 2,500 pounds.

What are the odds, the Crawfords mused, of meeting the 
animal again after so many years — not only alive and 
thriving but kept as a kind of pet?

“It was just one of those once-in-a-lifetime things,” Ken 
said. “To see it again all grown up — you couldn’t script a 
story like that.”

WHAT IS A BUFFALO-CATTLE HYBRID?
Buff alo-cattle hybrids, sometimes known as “beefalo” or 

“cattalo,” are rare crossbreeds resulting from a mating be-
tween a buff alo and domestic cattle.

While ranchers in North America experimented with 

Continued on page 22
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By Lana Meier
When you manage more than 20,000 

acres of prairie, your biggest business 
partner is the soil beneath your feet.

Clayton and Shauna Breault have 
built their ranch around regenerative 
practices that have tripled soil organ-
ic matter, supported biodiversity and 
kept their cattle healthy.

The Breaults were recently recog-
nized by Manitoba Beef Producers as 
the provincial Environmental Stew-
ardship Award (TESA) recipients for 
their commitment to environmental 
conservation and sustainable ranch-
ing.

“The award recipients show the va-
riety of beef production systems that 
thrive across Canada,” said Jessica 
Davey of the Canadian Cattle Asso-
ciation. “What sets the Breaults apart 
is the sheer scale of their herd and 
grasslands, and their ability to remain 
sustainable by applying regenerative 
practices with measurable results.”

The couple raised cattle in south-
ern Saskatchewan before purchasing 
the home of Breault Ranches Ltd. in 
Manitoba in 2002. As fi rst-generation 
farmers, they built their own beef 
herd from the ground up. Today, they 
manage 4,300 head of cattle, includ-
ing 2,500 breeding females — 1,800 
cows and 700 heifers — on a ranch 
that spans 22,000 acres of pastureland. 
They also operate a feedlot south of 
the home ranch with cropland dedi-
cated to producing winter feed.

At the heart of their approach is soil 
health, which they believe is the foun-
dation of their operation and the key 
to its long-term success. Over time, 
they have roughly tripled their soil 
organic matter, a major improvement 
that enhances both soil fertility and 
carbon storage.

“When you run an operation of this 
size you have to work with nature, 
because at this scale you cannot work 
against it,” said Clayton. “We’ve 
learned over the years that when you 
work against Mother Nature it drasti-
cally increases the challenges.”

Rotational grazing is a cornerstone 
of their system. Cattle are moved 
through 137 pastures in 11 groups, a 
highly managed approach designed 
to mimic the natural movement of 
keystone grazers like bison. This al-
lows grass to rest and regrow, im-

proving plant health, soil structure 
and overall biodiversity.

“We are most proud of the increase 
of plant diversity on our pastures, 
as well as the wildlife, insects and 
birds,” said Shauna. “The rapid im-
provement of organic matter in the 
soil gives us more structure, water 
infi ltration and water holding capac-
ity. That helps during drought or ex-
cessive moisture, keeps water from 
running into rivers and streams, and 
stores carbon in the soil.”

Over the past two decades, the 
Breaults have applied six key princi-
ples of regenerative agriculture:

• Context – understanding local cli-
mate, soil types and natural resources.

• Minimize disturbance – avoiding 
tillage and chemical inputs.

• Armour the soil – keeping the 
ground covered with living plants or 
crop residue.

• Diversity – encouraging a wide 
range of plant and animal species.

• Keep living roots in the soil – 
maintaining green cover to support 
nutrient cycling.

• Livestock integration – using ani-
mals strategically to improve soil 

health.
They have also moved away from 

monoculture crops in favour of di-
verse polycrop blends, sometimes 
planting up to 14 diff erent species. 
These blends provide a more bal-
anced and nutrient-rich diet for cattle 
while improving soil biology. The 
shift has led to healthier animals, re-
duced disease and improved environ-

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Cattle graze in one of the 137 pastures at Breault Ranches Ltd., where Clayton 

and Shauna Breault use rotational grazing to improve soil health, biodiversity and 

herd sustainability.

Clayton and Shauna Breault

Manitoba farmers compete for national sustainability award

Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

Continued on page 22
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By Lana Meier
A low hum rose above a soybean 

fi eld east of Carman last week as a 
100-kilogram agricultural drone lifted 
into the air, drawing the attention of 
farmers and industry reps gathered to 
see the machine in action.

On Aug. 28, Eric Melvin, a licensed 
advanced pilot with Vantage Drones 
Canada, demonstrated the DJI Agras 
T100 — the company’s fully loaded 
fl agship model — during a public 
event designed to showcase how 
drones can support agriculture and 
other industries.

“These drones are another tool for 
the toolbox,” Melvin told the crowd. 
“They aren’t meant to replace aerial 
spraying, but they can be used for 
wet holes, fence lines, headlands and 
drownouts where traditional equip-
ment struggles.”

The Agras T100 is equipped with 
dual sprinklers, a spreading system 
and advanced radar sensors that al-
low it to fl y at low altitudes of 10 to 
20 feet with centimetre-level accura-
cy. Its maximum payload is 100 kilo-
grams, giving it the capacity to spray 
or spread across 70 to 80 acres an hour 
while avoiding soil compaction.

For many producers in attendance, 
the demonstration highlighted both 
the promise and the practicality of 
drone spraying. Melvin noted that 
crop compaction alone can reduce 
yields by up to two per cent — losses 
that can add up to tens of thousands 
of dollars.

“These drones have very advanced 
safety features,” Melvin said. “At fi ve 
per cent battery life it lands automati-

cally, and it will stop if it detects a 
pole, tree, person or even a wire. But 
you still need to be aware of your sur-
roundings — don’t rely on the safety 
system to do the fl ying for you.”

Agricultural drones are considered 
aircraft under Transport Canada 
rules. Operators must hold an ad-
vanced pilot certifi cate, register their 
drones, and apply for a Special Flight 
Operations Certifi cate to conduct 
spraying. Training can involve in-
person coursework or self-study, with 
exams starting at $10.

Adding to the challenge is the lim-
ited range of products that can legally 
be sprayed. Health Canada currently 
allows only fi ve chemicals to be ap-
plied by drone, a bottleneck Melvin 
expects will ease in the coming years 
as regulators approve more labels.

“Drones have only been in Canada 

for fi ve years,” he said. “We expect 
more approvals to come as the indus-
try grows.”

The T100 retails at about $48,500 in 
its core package, with upgrades such 
as GPS positioning, mapping systems 
and extra batteries. Battery life can be 
as short as 10 minutes when fl ying 
with a full tank, making multiple bat-
teries essential for larger jobs.

Melvin emphasized that Vantage 
Drones also provides Canadian-
based service and repairs, meaning 
producers won’t face delays from 
overseas shipping. Most damage, he 
added, comes from human error such 
as crashes, with replacement arms or 
landing gear among the most com-
mon fi xes.

Melvin acknowledged that hold-
ing a demo in the middle of harvest 
season wasn’t ideal but said curiosity 
about the technology drove the event 
forward.

“People are curious, and we want to 
show them what this technology can 
do,” he said.

While drones are unlikely to fully 
replace aerial applicators, Melvin 
said the technology off ers farmers 
more fl exibility, effi  ciency and safety. 
For those looking to cut input costs 
or reach areas of a fi eld conventional 
equipment can’t, drones may soon be-
come part of everyday operations.

For more information or consulta-
tions, Melvin can be reached at eric@
vantagedrones.ca.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY DENNIS YOUNG
Eric Melvin of Vantage Drones Canada demonstrates the DJI Agras T25 east of 

Carman on Aug. 28. 

The T25 is a compact agricultural 

drone operated by a single person and 

carries payloads of up to 20 kilograms 

for spraying and 25 kilograms for 

spreading. It is equipped with phased 

array radars, a binocular vision system 

and a high-resolution FPV gimbal 

camera for precise and effi  cient fi eld 

work.

Carman farm hosts demo of advanced agricultural drones

creating hybrids in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s in hopes of pro-
ducing a hardier animal with 
good beef qualities, natural oc-
currences remain uncommon.

Hybrids typically inherit the 
size and strength of a buff alo 
along with the temperament 
and beef traits of cattle. Mature 
bulls can weigh well over 2,000 
pounds.

Because of genetic incompat-
ibility, most hybrids are born 
sterile and cannot reproduce, 
limiting their long-term use in 
breeding programs.

Though some commercial 
herds of beefalo exist in Canada 
and the United States, most acci-
dental hybrids are one-off  stories 
that spark local fascination — 
much like the Crawford broth-
ers’ chance reunion.

mental outcomes, including increased 
songbird populations and more ben-
efi cial insects.

“The most rewarding part has been 
seeing the overall health of both soil 
and cattle improve, along with the in-
crease of wildlife, insects and birds,” 
said Clayton. “The hardest part was 
getting everything to work together. 
There are a lot of diff erent pieces that 
have to fall into place.”

The Breaults say they’ve even spot-
ted endangered bird species on their 
land, a sign that their eff orts are creat-
ing real ecological change.

As fi rst-generation ranchers, they 
also hope to inspire others. 

“Don’t be afraid to ask questions,” 
Shauna said. “Use resources like Man-
itoba Forage and Grasslands, Under-
standing Ag, tours, podcasts, and fi nd 
a mentor. Learn and follow the six soil 
health principles.”

Asked how they balance profi tability 

with their environmental goals, Clay-
ton said it comes back to letting nature 
lead: “By working in sync with nature, 
you cut down on crop inputs, and in 
the long run that leads to healthier 
plants, healthier cattle and healthier 
people.”

Receiving the provincial TESA has 
also been affi  rming. 

“It’s shown us we’re on the right 
track,” Shauna said. “We’ll continue 
to practise regenerative agriculture be-
cause we’ve seen large benefi ts within 
our soil and cattle health.”

And for those still on the fence about 
whether to make the leap, Clayton is 
blunt: “Just go for it. You are improv-
ing the environment, livestock, human 
health and your bottom line. It’s a win-
win for everyone.”

Davey added that Manitoba beef 
producers are leaders in sustainabil-
ity, preserving endangered grasslands 
while producing high-quality beef. 

“Ranchers like the Breaults provide 
benefi ts well beyond their operations, 

ensuring healthy ecosystems for fu-
ture generations and earning the trust 
of consumers,” Davey said.

Each year, provincial TESA winners 
vie for the national award, a partner-
ship initiative between the Canadian 
Cattle Association, Birds Canada, 
Ducks Unlimited Canada and the Ca-
nadian Roundtable for Sustainable 
Beef. This fall, the Breaults will join six 
other provincial nominees in compet-
ing for the 2025 national title.

While the award has been presented 
for more than 26 years, recent years 
have brought growing recognition of 
the positive role beef cattle can play 
in the environment. A national survey 
conducted in July 2025 found 80 per 
cent of Manitobans agree beef is an 
environmentally friendly food choice 
— among the highest rates in Canada 
and up seven points since 2023.

The Breaults’ commitment to soil 
health, biodiversity and herd manage-
ment has created a ranching operation 
that works with nature, not against it.

 >  AWARD, FROM PG. 21
 >  HYBRID, FROM PG. 20
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By Annaliese Meier
The “Home of Champions” pro-

duced another memorable fi nish 
last Wednesday, Aug. 6 as the Sandy 
Hook Golf Club crowned its latest ju-
nior winner.

Thirteen-year-old Jagger Tesluck 
rallied from a rough front nine to take 
the overall title with a round of 80. Af-
ter grinding out a 10-over-par 45 on 
the outward nine, Tesluck caught fi re 
on the inward side, rolling in three 
birdies en route to a one-under-par 
35. He also claimed closest-to-the-pin 
honours on No. 7.

In the 15-17 age fl ight, Tyler Micha-
luk fi red an 81 to top the leaderboard. 
His steady play included birdies on 
Nos. 12 and 16, the only competitor to 
card red numbers on those holes.

The tournament drew 17 juniors 
aged 10 to 17, with plenty of high-
lights across the scorecards. Nathan 
Ortynski was the lone player to save 
par on the tricky par-3 second. Henrik 
Vigfusson jarred a birdie on the fi fth, 
while Emmett Flasha stuff ed an ap-
proach to pick up a rare birdie on No. 
13. Tanner Humniski closed in style, 
rolling in back-to-back birdies on 
Nos. 17 and 18 to cap his round with 
a fl ourish.

Tournament chair Ken Porteous 
praised Tesluck’s composure under 

pressure. 
“I’m predicting a bright future in 

golf for this young man,” Porteous 
said. “He’s only 13 and already break-
ing par. That’s impressive. We’ll be 
sending him to next year’s Manitoba 
Junior Golf Championship.”

The day wrapped up with prizes, a 
meal, and thanks to Sandy Hook Golf 
Club and its volunteers.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Seventeen juniors and tournament organizers gather on the fi rst tee at Sandy Hook Golf Club, the “Home of Champions,” 

before the start of the annual Junior Golf Tournament.

Tournament organizer Ken Porteous 

congratulates Tyler Michaluk, who 

topped the 15-17 age fl ight with a 

steady round of 81 that included 

birdies on Nos. 12 and 16.

Jagger Tesluck displays his hardware 

after storming back with three birdies 

on the inward nine to win the Sandy 

Hook Junior Golf Tournament with a 

round of 80.

Tesluck storms home at Sandy Hook junior golf tourney

By Kieran Reimer
Storm FC’s quest for another post-

season run offi  cially came to an end 
last week.

The Arborg-based club was defeat-
ed 4-1 by Crescentwood Saturday on 
Sept. 8, eliminating them from play-
off  contention after reaching the post-
season a year ago in the Manitoba 
Major Soccer League Division 5.

Cyranno Dueck had the lone Storm 
FC goal in the match, which took 
place at Buhler Recreation Park.

That turned out to be Storm’s only 
action last week as player availabil-
ity forced them to forfeit Thursday’s 

game against Purple Cobras FC. The 
match is recorded as a 3-0 loss, leav-
ing Storm with a 3-13-1 record for 
10th place in the Manitoba Major Soc-
cer League Division 4.

Storm now has just one match left 
on the calendar — a date with South-
side FC on Monday at Shaughnessy 
Park Field.

They’ll have the chance to play 
spoiler, as Southside enters the match 
tied with Crescentwood Saturday for 
the fi nal Division 4 playoff  spot.

Due to press deadlines, the score 
from that match was unavailable at 
press time.

Storm FC to play spoiler 
after missing playoff cut

To see more photos 
of your favourite 
Interlake Athletes

Stonewall Teulon Tribune | fl ickrGO 
TO

Copyright Stonewall Teulon Tribune. To be used for personal use only.
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By Kieran Reimer
The Varsity Interlake Thunder con-

tinue to fl ex their muscles early in the 
Rural Manitoba Football League sea-
son.

On Sunday, the Thunder faced two 
questions: whether they would beat 
the Southwest Sabres to improve to 
2-0 on the season and whether start-
ing quarterback Jessie Batenchuk 
would be back slinging following an 
injury in their week one victory.

Both were answered in the week two 
matchup as the Gimli product threw 
for 197 yards and four touchdowns in 
his return, and the Thunder claimed 
a 55-13 victory on the road at Souris 
School.

The Thunder struck early with 
touchdowns on their opening two 
drives. After extending their lead 
ahead of the second quarter, they 
were able to coast through the re-
mainder of the game with nearly their 
entire roster seeing action.

Usual off ensive suspects AJ Na-

don and Jamie Dandeneau got much 
of the game off  after both found 
the end zone to help the Thunder’s 
cause. Kicker/defensive back Mario 
La Pierre turned out to be one of the 
busier Thunder players that evening, 
going seven-for-eight on extra points.

Head coach Christof Hasselfi eld 
highlighted the play of Grade 12 
middle linebacker Cooper Ponton for 
setting the tone on defence, helping 
the Thunder set a new season-best for 
points against.

“The biggest takeaway from the 
fi rst two weeks is that we’ve started 
fast both weeks, which is phenom-
enal because that’s something we’ve 
struggled with in the past — com-
ing out looking crisp and executing,” 
Hasselfi eld said Monday. “To start 
the year like that is very promising 
for sure.”

At this time last year, the Thunder 
sat 1-1 in a shorter RMFL Urban Di-
vision season, which they went on to 
fi nish 2-2 in the regular season.

Through just two games this year, 
they are sharing fi rst place in an eight-
team RMFL Doug Steeves Division — 
a position they plan to maintain.

“We won on the scoreboard. Any 
win is a good win, but there were def-
initely lots of things we need to work 
on going forward,” Hasselfi eld said.

He added they will be working more 
on their physicality and run game this 
week, two areas that will be more im-
portant when their schedule hits Oc-
tober.

On Sunday, Hasselfi eld and staff  
also got another glimpse into the 
program’s future beyond this season 
with another strong showing from 
Grade 10 quarterback Colten Leger.

Leger stepped in for the second 
straight week — this time not be-
cause of injuries, but rather the lead 
Batenchuk and the off ence had built.

He threw for a touchdown and went 
four-for-fi ve for 51 yards during his 
snaps.

It was also a big evening for Grade 

11 rookie Kaiden Reimer, who scored 
his fi rst career receiving touchdown.

The Thunder receiver fi nished with 
51 yards over four receptions and 
added three tackles on kickoff s — a 
standout performance in the eyes of 
Hasselfi eld.

“He really took the opportunity that 
was given to him this week with us 
getting up big early,” Hasselfi eld said. 
“I think he earned himself some extra 
playing time going forward based on 
the eff ort and results of what he did 
out there, so I was very impressed 
with him.”

The Thunder now look ahead to 
week three as they return to Stone-
wall for the fi rst Saturday game of the 
season against the Swan Valley Tigers.

Kickoff  is slated for noon at Col-
lège Stonewall Collegiate Field as the 
Thunder look to extend their winning 
streak to three games.

Varsity Thunder: Group effort leads to week two blowout over Sabres

By E. Antonio
Konnor McTavish is prov-

ing himself a rising star on the 
track and fi eld stage.

The Fisher Branch Collegiate 
student capped his Grade 8 
year with a silver medal in dis-
cus at the Junior High Provin-
cial Championships in June, 
hosted at the University of 
Manitoba.

McTavish has been competing 
for two years, fi rst drawn in af-
ter a physical education class.

“I remember doing track and 
fi eld activities in P.E. class 
and our P.E. teacher, Mr. Lee, 
showed us the proper tech-
nique of how to throw a discus 
and from that moment I was 
interested,” he said.

Although he has also entered 
high jump and shot put, discus 
has become his strongest event. 
He especially enjoys the energy 
of the meets.

“I was proud of my place-

ment (at provincials) and that I 
have achieved it two years in a 
row,” McTavish said. “I started 
the day with high jump so I 
was very nervous but felt a lot 
calmer throwing the discus as I 
had done that event there last 
year. My fi rst throw was my 
furthest, which was exciting.”

Before each competition, 
McTavish focuses on both 
body and mind, practising his 
throws and relying on deep 
breathing to ease nerves and 
sharpen focus.

Amanda Percival Bouchard, 
Fisher Branch Collegiate’s mid-
dle-years track and fi eld coach, 
said his medal is especially 
meaningful given the size of 
the fi eld.

“Konnor is a friendly, quiet 
athlete who is encouraging of 
others,” she said. “He is very 
humble but also excited about 
throwing discus and looking to 
improve on his technique and 

future meets.”
Looking ahead, McTavish is 

preparing to move into high 
school competition where he 
will face older athletes.

“I am hoping to continue to 
improve in throwing the dis-
cus and would love to get fi rst 
place one year,” he said. “I 
would like to seek out some 
private coaching in throwing 
and know of some opportuni-
ties in the Interlake to do so, 
which is exciting.”

Percival Bouchard said McTa-
vish sets an example for other 
students.

“It is so exciting to see them 
excel in a new area that they 
may have never realized was 
possible,” she said. “Track and 
fi eld is a sport that off ers many 
athletic avenues and we know 
that he is a great role model to 
show anything is possible if 
you put your mind to doing it.”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Konnor McTavish, a student at Fisher Branch Collegiate, 

displays the silver medal he won in discus at the Junior 

High Provincial Championships in June.

Fisher Branch athlete shines in provincials
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SCRAP METAL
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, 
T R A C T O R S , 
COMBINES, FARM 
SCRAP, ANY METAL 
MATERIAL, ANY FARM 
MACHINERY. PH 
LONNIE AT 204-886-
3407 LVE. MESSAGE 
OR CELL AT 204-861-
2031. 
––––––––––––––––––––
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649. 

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Tollak 2 is a 55 plus 
bldg. with river view 
2 bedroom apts. 
available. Central air, 
F/S, DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi  ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABILITY. 
––––––––––––––––––––
Farview Place in 
Teulon is looking for 
55+ applicants for 
the waitlist in our 
independent living 
Seniors building. 
Please contact Andrea 
at 204-886-2760 or 
farviewplace1989@
gmail.com for more 
information. 

WANTED TO 
RENT/OWN

Senior looking for 
small house to rent 
in Interlake area. Call 
204-886-0160 or 204-
232-4800. 

WELDING
Springfi eld Mobile 
Welding. Call Billy 204-
918-4278. 

FIREWOOD
B i r c h - $ 4 0 0 , 
Tamarack-$350, Ash-
$400, Poplar-$250, 
Pine-$325 and Oak-
$450. Delivery extra. 
Call or text 204-904-
8441 or 204-785-0641. 

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all 
unwanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for both 
non-restricted and 
restricted. Anywhere 
from individual items 
to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top 
dollar. Please call or 
text Adam at 204-795-
2850. 

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. 
No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with 
lender and get quick 
approval. 403-543-
0927 www.fi rstand
secondmortgages.ca

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

O U T F I T T I N G 
BUSINESS FOR SALE 
- Allocation of 18 Deer, 
Non-Resident, Non-
Canadian tags. Area 
18, 18A, 18B, 18C. 
Tags may be split. 
1-204-638-1936.
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The Rural Municipality of Fisher invites applications 
for the position of Custodian (permanent/part time) 
for the Hodgson Transfer Site. 
Requirements for this position are:
• Valid driver’s license
•  The applicant must be prepared to obtain legislated 

Job Description:
waste disposal and recycling 
activities, and perform other duties 
relating to maintenance of the site 
as assigned. Coverage to other 

Days/Hours:  The Transfer Site is open two 
(2) days a week - Tuesdays, and 
Saturdays.  Summer hours (T) 
3 pm-8pm and (S) 9 am -5 pm                                   
Winter (T) 12 pm-5 pm and (S) 9 
am-5 pm

Pay will be $15.80 per hour and $16.56 after 6 months. 
Blue Cross available. Resume, cover letter and three 

Deadline for applications is September 29, 2025 4:00 pm. 
RM of Fisher “Custodian Position-Hodgson”

P.O. Box 280
Fisher Branch, MB. R0C 0Z0

Phone: (204) 372-6393 Fax: (204)372-8470

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0
Tel: 204-372-6393, Fax: 204-372-8470

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF FISHER
CUSTODIAN – PERMANENT/PART TIME POSITION

HODGSON TRANSFER SITE - HODGSON

The Rural Municipality of Fisher invites applications 
for the position of Utility Operator. This position 
demands a high level of accuracy and dependability. 
The normal hours of work are three (3) hours per 
day, Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Candidates must be willing and available to be on-
call for emergent situations.  
Applicants:
-  MUST

done during training period).
-  Must be 18 years of age or older, hold a valid driver’s 

licence and have a vehicle, minimum grade 10 
education. 

for accuracy, and customer friendly attitude are 
desirable 

upon to help in other duties within the municipality. 
-  Friendly, team player, responsible, able to work 

unattended and a strong work ethic is expected. 
- Blue Cross available 
The Utility Operator will report to the Chief 

Resume, cover letter and 3 references by the deadline 

Kelly Marykuca, CMMA
Rural Municipality of Fisher

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
UTILITY OPERATOR

Everything you need to 
promote your business

Graphics

 

IF YOU OWN IT, I CAN SELL IT!
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF: The Estate of Maxine June Brandson, late of the Town 
of Lundar, in Manitoba, deceased.
All claims against the above estate, duly verifi ed by Statutory Declaration, 
must  be fi led with the undersigned at their offi  ces, P.O. Box 1400, Stonewall, 
Manitoba, R0C 2Z0 on or before the 22nd day of October, 2025.
DATED at Stonewall, Manitoba, this 15th day of September, 2025.
GRANTHAM LAW OFFICES
Solicitors for the Administratrix

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy 
item to announce? An exciting change in 
operations? Though we cannot guarantee 
publication, MCNA will get the information into 
the right hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 for more information. See 
www.mcna.com under the “Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ARE YOU HIRING RIGHT NOW? Online ads not 
getting results? SELLING SEEDS OR LAND? 
HAVING AN EVENT? Let us help you book a 
blanket classifi ed ad! You will be seen in the 31 
Member Newspapers, in over 368,000+ homes 
in Manitoba. Please call 204-467-5836 or MCNA 
at 204-947-1691 for more details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler 
capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts 
humans and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work to stimulate red blood 
cell production & cartilage cell regeneration & 
development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or email stonewoodelkranch@gmail.
com 

Remember Your 
Loved Ones

with an Announcement in the
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Eddie’s Gravel Supply Ltd. is Hiring

CLASS 1 
DRIVERS

Must have a valid license 

info@eddiesgravel.com
204-389-2023

102086 Hwy 9, Wpg Beach, MB

EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

EQUIPPED 
AUTOMOTIVE SHOP 
in Moosehorn for rent, 

lease, or sale
Call Bernie at 204-739-3547 

for more information.
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RURAL MUNICIPALITY 
OF ST. ANDREWS
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Please support our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Express 
204-467-5836
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES

TOWN OF WINNIPEG BEACH
Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless 
the tax arrears for the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described 
properties are paid in full to the Municipality prior to the commencement of the auc-
tion, the Municipality will on the 9th day of October, 2025, at the hour of 10:30 AM, at 
Town of Winnipeg Beach, 29 Robinson Avenue, Winnipeg Beach, Manitoba, proceed 
to sell by public auction the following described properties:

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each 
property:

• The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any unpaid municipal utilities 
 and any property taxes not yet due.
• The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of 
 the arrears and costs.
• If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be 
 presented prior to the start of the auction.
• The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever 
 concerning the properties being sold.
• The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, 
 certified cheque or bank draft to the Town of Winnipeg Beach as follows:
  i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
  ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a 
   non-refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the 
   purchase price must be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND
  iii) A fee in the amount $500.85 ($477 + GST) for preparation of the transfer of title 
   documents.  The purchaser will be responsible for registering the transfer of title 
   documents in the land titles office, including the registration costs.
•  The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.
•  The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
•  If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to 
 the Municipality or, if a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.
Dated this 2nd day of September, 2025.
Managed by:      

Jodi Mitchell
Chief Administrative Officer
Town of Winnipeg Beach
Phone: (204) 389-2698
Fax: (204) 389-2019
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Career Opportunity 

Join our team! 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Carved into
  7. __ Rogers, cowboy
 10. Unruly locale
 12. Edible mushroom
 13. Infl uential noblemen
 14. Rattling breaths
 15. David __ George, Brit. P.M.
 16. Musician Clapton
 17. Small Eurasian deer

 18. Invests in little enterprises
 19. Perimeter
 21. Chicago ballplayer
 22. Animal body part
 27. It’s everywhere these days
 28. Fictional ad exec
 33. Mr. T character Baracus
 34. Against the current
 36. Subway rodent
 37. Armor plate
 38. Hair on the head
 39. Strong insect CONT. ON PAGE 29
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The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:
• The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any unpaid municipal utilities and any property taxes not yet due.
• The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the arrears and costs.
• If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be presented prior to the start of the auction.
• The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning the properties being sold.
• The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, certified cheque or bank draft to the RURAL MUNICIPALITY  
OF ALONSA as follows:
  i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
  ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a non-refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the 
   balance of the purchase price must be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND
  iii) A fee in the amount $500.85 ($477 + GST) for preparation of the transfer of title documents.  The purchaser will be responsible for   
   registering the transfer of title documents in the land titles office, including the registration costs.
• The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.
• The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
• If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Municipality or, if a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.
Dated this 22nd day of August, 2025.
Managed by:      

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ALONSA

Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax        arrears for the designated year and costs in 
respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality 
will on the 2nd day of October, 2025, at the hour of 02:00 PM, at Rural Municipality of Alonsa, 20 Railway Avenue, Alonsa, MB, proceed to sell 
by public auction the following described properties:

Tami Dumanske
Chief Administrative Officer
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ALONSA
Phone: (204) 767-2054
Fax: (204) 767-2044

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca
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• Monuments • Restoration Granite
• Pillow markers   - Level monuments Bronze
• Pre Needs   - Renew monuments Columbariums
• Final Dates   - Engraving    - single, family, community

Email: sunsetmemorialsgimli@gmail.com
www.sunsetmemorialsgimli.ca

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY

Bus: 1-204-642-8818 
Cell: 1-204-407-3096

Appointments available in the comfort of your home 

OBITUARY OBITUARY

Brent Edward Lechelt
With profound sorrow we announce the passing 

of our father and husband, Brent Edward Lechelt, 
on September 9, 2025 at the age of 48.

Brent always had a love and passion for all things 
outdoors, a passion he found great happiness in 
sharing with his son, Mason, his pride and joy. 
Brent was always happy to introduce those new 
to hunting and fi shing to his favorite hobbies, as 
such, the forest and outdoors will always be a 
place where we can feel close to him.

Brent will be missed by many and is survived 
by his wife Danita Lechelt, son and best friend 
Mason, parents Ed and Cheryl Lechelt, mother-in-
law Linda Hebb, sister Chandra Lechelt and niece 
Thea, sister-in-law Janelle Hebb and nephew 

Tycho. As well as his closest friends and supports Ryan Johnson, Ken Stevenson, Chad Hnatiuk 
and Steven Carbonneau who stayed in touch until he left us.

Brent’s wife would like to express thanks to her entire work family at St Anthonys Hospital in 
The Pas the care he received every step was second to none. Special thank you to the Cancer 
Care department, Dr. M Noel and Carla Constant along with Jana Harmes with palliative care who 
went above and beyond. Extra special thank you to Danita’s ER work family for the unwavering 
support and understanding.

In keeping with Brent’s wishes there will be a private family celebration of life held at a later 
date. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to The Pas Roadrunners Swim Club by etransfer at 
thepasroadrunners@gmail.com in Memory of Brent Lechelt as memo.

Thorkell Wallace “Wally” Johannson
April 10, 1936 – September 2, 2025

Wally Johannson passed away peacefully at Betel Personal 
Care Home in Gimli, Manitoba, at the age of 89. Born in Arborg, 
he was a lifelong educator, teaching History and Geography for 
31 years across Manitoba. A passionate democratic socialist, 
Wally served as NDP MLA for St. Matthews from 1969 to 1977, 
contributing to housing development and key legislative reforms 
including the Landlord and Tenant Act and legislation that looked 
to unify the City of Winnipeg. He later devoted himself to heritage 
preservation, serving on the Manitoba Heritage Council and 
chairing the Gimli Heritage Committee. Wally was also president of 
the Gimli Rotary Club and a recipient of the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Award for Heritage Preservation.

He is survived by his wife Sandra; daughter Jessica and her 
mother Cheryl Yurchuk (George); stepchildren Jeff rey (Amanda) Burt and Jennifer (Brunel) 
Sabourin; granddaughters Abigail, Brooklyn, Rebecca, and Stephanie; sister Barbara (Bernest) 
Orbanski; sisters-in-law Carole and Denise; and many extended family members.

He was predeceased by his parents Thorkell and Gudrun; siblings Eleanor, Ron, Lawrence, and 
sister-in-law Norma. His youngest brother Neil passed away one day after Wally.

Wally will be remembered for his intellect, generosity, love of travel, sports, and his deep 
appreciation for great food - whether enjoying Sandra’s exceptional cooking or exploring 
restaurants near and far.

An opportunity to share stories and remember Wally with family and friends will be held on 
Sunday, October 12, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. at Johnson Hall, Waterfront Centre, 94 1st Avenue, Gimli, 
Manitoba.

OBITUARY

Betty Joan Stevens (nee Thornton)
September 9, 1934 - September 12, 2025

Peacefully, we share the passing of our beloved Mom, Amma 
and Lang Amma on September 12, 2025 at Gimli Betel. She will be 
lovingly remembered for her kind spirit and gentle heart.

Betty was born on September 9, 1934 to Ragnheidur (Bjarnason) 
Thornton and Allan Thornton in Camp Morton. Following Betty’s 
birth, Ragnheidur passed away, so Betty was raised by her Aunt 
Stefania Bjarnason whom she knew as “Mom”, and her Uncles 
Tod and Bjarni Bjarnason at Skidastadir, one mile north of Camp 
Morton. Betty had an idyllic childhood; she was well loved and 
well cared for.

In 1954, Betty married Walter Stevens and they had two 
daughters, Lori and Joan. Mom and Dad were married for 67 years. 
They spent a lot of time at the farm, gardening, planting trees, 

hosting family barbecues and making memories.
Betty’s fi rst job was at Tergesen’s, and later she worked part-time at the Gimli Post Offi  ce. She 

enjoyed curling, reading, puzzles and knitting. She was a long time member of the INL.
Betty was predeceased by her husband Walter, her sister Alice, her son-in-law Frenchie, and 

most recently, her granddaughter Chelsea.
She will be lovingly remembered by her daughters, Lori and Joan (Morris); grandchildren Nicole, 

Harley (Jaye), Rylee (Myranda), Jesse (Jessica) and Tyson (Samantha). Betty will also be missed 
by her dear great-grandchildren Shawn, Pearl, Luci, Freya, Tryggve, Jaylee, Kaleb and Kieran.

Betty’s family is extremely grateful to the dedicated care givers at Gimli Betel, and the special 
home care workers who provided assistance to her previously.

Cremation has taken place, and a private Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
Goda Nott Mom
Love You Forever
Tributes: www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

Your memory will live forever 
Engraved within our hearts

Gilbart Funeral Home, Selkirk in care of arrangements. 

News Tips? Story Ideas? call the Express 204-467-5836 Sudoku Answer Cr
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 40. Swollen lymph node
 41. A way to lessen
 44. Walter White poison 
 45. Sleeveless garment
 48. Long accompanied song
 49. Without features
 50. Yankee great Mattingly
 51. Removes from record
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Root of taro plant
  2. Those ones
  3. Appliances have one
  4. A way to sing
  5. Midway between east and 

southeast
  6. Animal dwelling
  7. An object that as survived from the 

past
  8. Oil cartel
  9. Affi rmative
 10. Foul smell
 11. Brisk tempo
 12. S. American indigenous person

 14. Restored
 17. Offi cial
 18. Skin lesions
 20. Electroencephalograph
 23. Middle Eastern country
 24. Extremely angry
 25. Title used before a woman’s name
 26. British thermal unit
 29. By the way (abbr.)
 30. Anger
 31. Nullifi es
 32. Ones who acquire
 35. Time zone
 36. Arabic name
 38. Protein in mucus
 40. Ballpoint pen
 41. Mimics
 42. Humans have a lot of it
 43. Expressions of good wishes
 44. Cool!
 45. One point east of due south
 46. City of Angels football team (abbr.)
 47. A way to save for retirement



OBITUARY

Lori Jennifer Siwak (Brandstrom)
November 6, 1972 to September 7, 2025

With profound sadness and broken hearts, we announce that 
Lori passed away on September 7, surrounded by her loved ones. 
She fought cancer with courage and determination.

She leaves to mourn her beloved husband, Terry, who loves 
her beyond words and cannot imagine life without her, and her 
cherished daughter, Kassie, to whom she was not only a devoted 
mother but also a best friend. Their family was fi lled with love, 
laughter, and adventure, which Lori treasured endlessly.

Lori was born on November 6, 1972 in Eriksdale to her parents, 
Neil and Anna Brandstrom. She grew up in Eriksdale as a friendly, 
bubbly child whose outgoing nature carried throughout her life. 
She loved sports, the outdoors, and time with her friends and 
family.

Later, Lori moved to Winnipeg, where her strong work ethic and vibrant personality opened 
doors to many opportunities. She was invited to join the Royal Bank, where she built a highly 
successful career as a Mortgage Specialist, helping countless families achieve their dream of 
home ownership. Tireless in her eff orts, she was also deeply involved in volunteering, giving her 
time generously to numerous events and causes.

It was in Winnipeg that Lori met the love of her life, Terry. They married in 2002 and, after several 
moves, made their home in Stonewall. Terry was Lori’s world and she was his, and in 2008 they 
were blessed with their daughter, Kassie - the light of Lori’s life. The bond between mother and 
daughter was unbreakable; they shared adventures, laughter, and an immeasurable love.

Lori supported Kassie in every endeavor - whether on the volleyball court, hockey rink, or 
ball diamond. She was Kassie’s driver, cheerleader, scorekeeper, and number one fan, always 
present on the sidelines and in the stands. Together they shared countless hours traveling to 
practices, games, ball camps, Academy, and tournaments across North America, memories both 
treasured deeply.

Lori and Terry had a special bond, built on love, trust and deep respect for one another. They 
took care of each other.

Family trips were some of Lori’s greatest joys—whether to Disney, Hawaii, Atlanta, or a baseball/
volleyball tournament, each one was an adventure shared together. A particularly meaningful 
journey was a special family trip with Rob and Michelle after her diagnosis, which she cherished 
deeply.

Lori also had a passion for shopping, always on the hunt for unique gifts and the perfect 
bargain. Annual back-to-school trips to Fargo with Kassie became a treasured tradition. Her 
love of shopping extended to plants as well—blessed with a green thumb, Lori’s small garden 
overfl owed with beauty and abundance year after year.

Throughout her illness, Lori displayed incredible bravery. She faced cancer with unwavering 
strength and grace, never complaining and fi ghting with everything she had.

Lori’s love extended far beyond her immediate family. She adored her nieces, nephews, and 
great-nieces and nephews, always making time to support them at their games and activities. 
She was a cherished Auntie to all.

She leaves to mourn her devoted husband Terry, her beautiful daughter Kassie, her loving 
parents Neil and Anna, her sister Leana (Brian), brothers-in-law Merv (Diane) and Dave, sisters-
in-law Karen (Gord), Brenda (Larry), and Diane, along with many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, 
great-nephews, and special friends Rob and Michelle.

A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 20, 2025 at the Eriksdale 
Recreation Centre with Dawn Tober offi  ciating. All in attendance are ask to dress casually (jeans 
preferred). A luncheon will follow.

We were not ready to say goodbye. Lori, we love you, and we cannot imagine life without you.
Rest easy, fl y high, and breathe free. 
Best Mom Ever. Best Wife Ever.
In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made in Lori’s memory to CancerCare Manitoba Foundation 

Inc., 675 McDermot Ave., Room ON1160, Winnipeg, MB R3E 0V9.
Arrangements by:

ARNASON FUNERAL HOME
Ashern - Lundar
1.204.768.2072
1.866.323.3593
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Gilbart Funeral Home, Selkirk in care of arrangements. 

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

OBITUARY

Jennifer Diane Donohoe
May 5, 1969 - September 2, 2025

On Tuesday, September 2, 2025, Jennifer lost her hard-fought 
battle with cancer.

Waiting for Jennifer above were her dad Desmond, brothers 
Desmond and David, all of her grandparents, and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Mom and Grandma were Jen’s favourite names and her proudest 
role.

Jen leaves to cherish her memories, her son Braden, wife 
Danneaka, grandsons Oakley and Everett and Braden’s dad Ryan, 
who has been a steadfast friend to Jennifer in all of their years 
together. Also feeling this huge loss is her mom Diane, who was 
with her until the end, Michelle (Mike), Jeff  (Andrea), Lori (Richard) 
and Domonique, nine nieces and nephews and six great nieces 

and nephews. In addition are her cousins who were like sisters and brother growing up are 
Shane, Jamie and Michael. Last but not least, friends who went above and beyond, Colleen and 
Mike, Hilda and Albert who always provided Jen with constant faith, her Minerva Road family 
and Kris.

Jen had been raised on the family farm in Petersfi eld, with many memories made here and at 
the family cabin in Manigotagan with family and friends.

Jen was employed at the Selkirk Mental Health Centre and while there, had made many true 
and endearing friendships that have helped in guiding Jennifer.

To know Jennifer, was to know a feisty and free-spirited soul who stood for what she believed 
in. Jen would champion the underdog and defend who she thought was wronged.

Jen was very loving and giving, while also having a way about her that you would walk away 
laughing and thinking “that’s Jen”. Everything about Jen will be truly missed.

After being diagnosed, Jen had been able to travel to BC to meet her fi rst grandson and also 
was able to make many more trips back to her family in BC. With much regret, Jennifer had not 
been able to travel to hold Everett, who was born June 30, 2025, however she was able to meet 
him through Facetime. This is truly the reason she fought as hard as she did, they were her 
purpose.

Thank you to her Cancer Care team, the staff  at Home Care and the Selkirk Regional Health 
Center who all went the extra mile for Jennifer, all of her extended friends and family for everything 
that everyone had helped with and had made such an impact.

Flowers gratefully declined, donations in lieu of can be made to CancerCare Manitoba or a 
charity of your choice.

A Celebration of Life will be held for Jennifer at Gilbart Funeral Home in Selkirk, Manitoba on 
Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. with Chaplain Lindsay Drabiuk offi  ciating.

Tributes: www.gilbartfuneralhome.com
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Adults &Adults &
SeniorsSeniors
Kids 6-17Kids 6-17

TERRY FOXTERRY FOX
22ndnd Annual Annual

TRIBUTE TRIBUTE 
GAME NIGHTGAME NIGHT

SEPTEMBER 19SEPTEMBER 19thth

TAILGATE PARTY STARTS AT 5:30TAILGATE PARTY STARTS AT 5:30 pm pm
GAME TIME: 7:30GAME TIME: 7:30 pm pm
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KIDZ KIDZ ZONEZONE

 $ $1010
 $ $5

5 & Under  5 & Under  FREE FREE 
with a with a paid adultpaid adult
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FLYERS
BROCHURES
BUSINESS CARDS
STICKERS
WINDOW DECALS
SOCIAL TICKETS

DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES
INVOICES
ESTIMATE 
SHEETS

POSTERS
MEMO PADS
POST CARDS
PRESENTATION
  FOLDERS

FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS...PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS...

Call Today 204-467-5836

BizBiz
CardsCards

Get T he 
Job Done!

GRASS-FINISHED BEEF

Jackfishcreekfarm.com
jackfishcreekfarm@gmail.com

  Balmoral, MBScott and Jenny 
Beaton

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-519-0357
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Call TodayCall Today
Unit 5, 325 Parkdale Rd, 

St.Andrews MB
info@eco-metallics.ca

Office: 
(204) 404-4747

“From rust to riches, your scrap 
could be treasure with our 

unbeatable prices!”
Purchasers of ferrous/non-ferrous materials

Call 204-461-4443
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SHERLOCK
TREE REMOVAL

Licensed Arborists
Fully Insured – Claim Free

30 years Experience

Vince
861-0487

Darren
861-0028

Pruning • Stump Grinding • Chipper • 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 

• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

ALICEROOFING LTD.
Complete Roofi ng Service

• Residential 

• Agricultural

Licensed & Insured
www.aliceroofi ng.ca 204-757-9092

Pine View Spray Foam
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204-390-2790Red Seal Technician
kingsautoair@gmail.comwww.kingsautoair.com

 Car  Light & Heavy Truck  RV 
AUTOMOTIVE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALIST

Advertising that Works! Advertising that Works! 
To place your To place your 

BIZ CARDBIZ CARD 
call 204-467-5836call 204-467-5836

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836

Storage 
Available
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Please support 
our advertisers
SHOP 

LOCAL
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DON’TDON’T
PAY FOR 3PAY FOR 3
MONTHSMONTHS
INTEREST ON
EVERYTHING

O.A.C.!
FURNITURE,
APPLIANCES

0%

BEDS, BEDS, BEDS,

PLUS

10 2X

SALE RULES
• All sales must be paid in full to qualify for this sale.
• Visa, Mastercard or Smitty’s Credit Cards accepted.
• Sale Starts 9 a.m. Tues., Sept. 5 and ends Sat., Sept. 30, 6 p.m.
• All purchasers on free day will be notified and receive their full
refund by Wednesday, Oct. 4, 6 p.m.

• All sales tallies and free day will be verified by our accounting firm.
• Commercial sales excluded in tallies and free day.
• All taxes excluded in tallies and refunds.
• No returns or substitutions for these 20 sale days.

PLUSPLUS

FREE!FREE!

FOR ONE DAY,

EVERYONE
WILL GET THEIR PURCHASE

Sale starts September 5Sale starts September 5

8-Piece Living
Room Package
Includes: Sofa, Loveseat,

3-piece Coffee Table Set,

Pair of Lamps, Area Rug

$1477

Log & Field Stone
26" Fire Box w/
Remote Control

$1399

DON’T
PAY FOR 3
MONTHS

1100 SALE!DAY
"Twice as Nice"22XX

FREE!

Sale starts September 5SALE ENDS SEPT. 27

SALE RULES
• All sales must be paid in full to qualify for this sale. 
• Visa, Mastercard or Smitty’s Credit Cards accepted.
• Sale Starts 9 a.m. Tues., Sept. 2nd and ends Sat., Sept. 27th, 5p.m.
•  All purchasers on free day will be notified and receive their full refund 

by Friday, Oct. 3rd, 6p.m.
• All sales tallies and free day will be verified.
• Commercial sales excluded in tallies and free day.
• All taxes excluded in tallies and refunds.
• No returns or cancellations.

Fridge
17.6 cu. ft.

$899
$359-
$2899

Recliners
starting 
as low as

$589

ALL ALL 
PURCHASESPURCHASES
PAID IN FULLPAID IN FULL

QUALIFY!QUALIFY!
• Furniture

• Appliances
• Clearance

Items

14 Models
on Display

From

A NOTE TO OUR CUSTOMERS

Due to the nature of this sale, we felt a brief explanation 

is essential.

At closing, 5 p.m. Sat. Sept. 27th we will tally the 20 

days of paid sales and divide by 20 to get the average 

daily sale. The day which is closest to this daily average, 

without going over it, will be the day which ALL 

qualifying purchasers will receive their purchase amount 

back, taxes excluded.

In the case of credit card (Smitty’s, Visa, Mastercard) 

purchases, we will issue a credit immediately.

Every item in stock will be included in the sale. No 

exceptions – clearance, damaged, discontinued, even 

new arrivals: furniture and appliances.

 
We would like to thank you for your support, especially 

in these challenging times. This is our opportunity to 

give back by awarding one whole day for free.

 
Larry Kornelsen

Smitty’s

$335,343.75   

Kay Bergman, Arborg............................... $2,229.00
William & Ethel Brown, Gimli .................. $5,000.00
Leona Cochrane, Koostatak........................ $499.00

 .......... $737.10
Jocelyn & Tony Hayka, Arnes ..................... $949.00
John Hudyma, Fraserwood ......................... $599.00
Alex Klimchuk, FisherBranch ..................... $575.00
Kevin & Lisa Klym, Arborg ....................... $1,484.00
Claudia Krawchuk, Fraserwood ................. $499.00
David & Judy McDougall, Ashern ............... $399.00
Tammie McQuoid, Arborg ........................ $1,049.00
John Miller, Broad Valley .............................. $69.95
Ronald Plett, Arborg .................................... $499.00
Frank Reimer, Arborg .................................. $658.00
Dave & Eileen Shott, Arborg ......................... $98.00
Fern & Philip Sinclair, Peguis ..................... $279.00
Philip Thorkelson, Arborg ........................... $599.00

 ....................... $399.00
Simonetta DelSante, Riverton .................... $529.00
Danielle & John Weedon, Riverton .......... $1,799.00
Bev Webb, Fisher Branch ............................ $129.00
Alan McKay, Arborg .................................... $349.00
Zenith Poole, Arborg ................................... $848.00
Barb & Menno Friesen, Riverton ................ $559.00
Pat Dudrak, Arborg ..................................... $499.00
Mary Dunlop, Gimli ..................................... $109.00
Jean Harrison, Arborg .............................. $1,988.00
Roxanne Roche, Arborg ........................... $1,868.00
Ernie & Lucille Stabner, Eriksdale ........... $1,349.00
Nancy Woychyshyn, Arborg ........................ $499.00
Donna & Ray Andert, Gimli ......................... $899.00
Wilf Ashley, Arborg ...................................... $479.00
Jake Barkman, Riverton ............................. $619.00
Mike & Thelma Blahey, Arborg ................... $557.00
Elaine Bolter / Geoff Crew, Sandy Hook ..... $999.00
Karen Dzaid, Arborg .................................... $499.00
Natalia & Roger Eyolfson, Riverton .......... $1638.00
Randy & Glenda Forster, Hodgson ............ $1898.00
Perry & Genni Hibbert, Arborg .................... $479.00
Kris & Begga Johannesson, Riverton ......... $939.00
Rick & Sheila Johnston, Arborg ................. $349.00
Donna Jonasson, Arnes .............................. $399.00
Jeannette Kist, Gimli ................................... $121.87
Kevin & Lisa Klym, Arborg .......................... $774.00
John & Tina Kornelson, Arborg ................... $689.00
Kent & Helena Kostshyn, Lundar ................ $639.80
Thomas Kowalchuk, Fraserwood ............... $499.00
Edward Penner, Arborg ............................... $619.00
Keith Poleschuk, Arborg ........................... $2082.00
Curtis Spence, Hodgson ............................. $479.00
Tanya & Lyle Thorgilsson, Lundar .............. $329.00
Nancy Woychyshyn, Arborg ........................ $768.00
Mathew & Gemma Avison, Arborg ............. $219.00
Raymond Bazinet, Eriksdale....................... $389.00
Lynn Bear, Peguis..................................... $1,044.00
Ken & Linda Cherepak, Arborg ..................... $49.01
Debbie Deveau, Eriksdale ........................... $249.00
Dorthy Dubchak, Gimli ................................ $899.00
Sid & Beatrice Dueck, Arborg ..................... $569.00
Don Firman, Arborg ..................................... $529.00
Heather Hamaberg, Teulon ......................... $749.00
Matthew Hamaberg, Winnipeg ................... $399.00
Star Johnson, Arborg .................................. $549.00
Allan & Janie Johnson, Riverton ............. $1,039.00
Brenda Kayer, Teulon .................................. $399.00
Wayne & Kathy Kristinnson, Arborg ........... $499.00
Jeff Melsted, Gimli ...................................... $120.00
Beverly & Bryan Plett, Arborg.................. $2,148.00
Bruce Reimer, Arborg............................... $1,308.00
Ray Reimer, Arborg ..................................... $399.00
Donna Votour, Arborg .................................... $69.00
Richard & Judith Werner, Arnes ................. $419.00
Don Barkman, Arborg ................................. $279.00
Noreen Barkman, Arborg ............................ $679.00
Mark Bayliss, Arborg .................................... $19.95
Melvin & Carol Bilinski, Fisher Branch ...... $999.00
Jim & Wanda Brandson, Lundar ................. $916.00
Paul & Linda Buus, East Selkirk ................. $338.00
Richard & Doris Dueck, Arborg .................... $59.90
Henry T. Friesen, Arborg ............................ $1727.95
Jocelyn & Tony Hayka, Arnes ..................... $749.00

Carl Johnson, Riverton ............................... $499.00
 ...... $599.00

Jason Loewen, Arborg .................................. $59.90
Janet Porth, Gimli ..................................... $1759.00
Candace Sigurdson, Riverton ..................... $499.00
Tracy Sigvaldason, Arborg .......................... $299.00
Della Sinclair, Koostatak ........................... $1599.00
Isabel JToy, Lundar ..................................... $469.00
Cynthia Webster, Gimli ................................ $449.00
George & Maria Wiebe .................................. $51.00
Debbie & Adrian Zelenitsky, Gimli .............. $858.00
Doreen Steg, Camp Morton ..................... $1,474.50
Darlene Jonsson, Gimli ............................... $529.00
Luwana Brandt, Riverton ......................... $1,799.00
Linda Williams, Peguis................................ $339.00
Ida Jean Buck, Hodgson ............................... $26.75
Glen & Phyllis Stevenson, Peguis ............... $877.00
Don & Betty Johnson, Arborg .................. $1,299.00
Patricia McCallum, Gimli ............................ $569.00
Joyce Bielik, Riverton ................................... $29.95
Marvin Olson, Arborg .................................... $29.95
Jeroline Smith, Peguis .............................. $1227.00
Sandra Jonasson, Arborg ........................... $549.00
Melissa & Jeff Abuda, Arborg ....................... $3,339
John Paul Avison, Arborg ................................ $679
Carol & Dan Beauchemin, Inwood ............... $1,329
Jim Dingwall, CampMorton .......................... $1,038
Jason Hudson, Riverton ................................ $1,278
Darlene Jonsson, Gimli .................................... $359
Ruth Kennedy, Arborg ...................................... $549
Benita Muzyka, Arborg .................................... $388
Archie Thompson, Arborg ................................ $549
Amanda Unger, Riverton .................................. $799

 ............................. $899
Judy Wells, GrandePointe ................................ $119
Lynn Bear, Peguis ........................................ $239.00
Hazel Brunen, Eriksdale ............................. $729.00
David Chudy, FisherBranch ..................... $1,499.00
Susie and Brian Eyolfson, Riverton ............ $528.00
Nelson Hudson, Koostatak.......................... $629.00
Larry and Valerie Kornelsen, Arborg .......... $799.00
Jason Loewen, Arborg ................................ $859.00
Rita Milne, Gimli ....................................... $1,327.43
Minerva Ladies Aid, Gimli ........................... $659.00
Sheila Murdock, Koostatak ..................... $1,018.00
Ruth Otto, Ashern ..................................... $1,829.00
Gwen Adams, Matlock .............................. $1499.00
Buddy Chudy, Fisher Branch .................... $1298.00
Dave Crate, Koostatak ................................ $529.00
Frank Dziedzic, Stonewall .......................... $859.00
Heather Fedorchuk, Gimli ......................... $1119.00
Ilean Haldane, Winnipeg Beach ................ $1979.00
Catalina Janzen, Arborg ............................. $709.00
Joan Krulicki, Arborg ................................ $1126.99
John Logan, Teulon ..................................... $439.00
Todd and Lisa Mazur, Fisher Branch ............ $72.40
Jason and Sarah Naylor, Arborg ............... $1328.99
Peter and Lisa Sawatzky, Arborg ............... $249.00
Donna Skinner, Arborg .................................. $50.94
Allen Spence, Hodgson ............................. $1199.00
John and Mary Troyan, Arborg ................... $868.99
Boyd Abas, Hodgson ................................... $338.99
Sharon J. Bear, Peguis  ................................. $39.99
Sophie Bristow, Gimli ................................... $49.00
Susan & Greg Brown, Lundar  ................. $1,713.00
Elaine Bruce, Ashern................................... $449.00
Linda Foster, Matlock  ................................ $408.00
Dan & Nyla Klatt, Grahamdale  ................... $649.00
Rosemarie Kawalenko, Arnes ................. $1,929.00
Lenore Mahase, Winnipeg  ......................... $369.00
Mellisa Markusson, Gimli  .......................... $399.00
Stacy Markusson, Gimli  .......................... $2,637.00
Darrin Mitcheel, Riverton ........................ $1,703.95
Vera Osborne, Arborg.................................. $279.00
Ashely Prince, Peguis  .................................. $20.00
Glen Tamoto, Sandy Hook  ....................... $1,179.00
Rick Weins, Arborg ..................................... $649.00
Cornelius Weins, Arborg  .............................. $59.00
Roger and Christine Abuda, Arborg ........... $849.00
Wilf and Shelly Ashley, Arborg  .................. $193.98
Darryl and Doris Bear, Peguis  ................ $2,647.00

Dwight Dilts, Stonewall  .......................... $1,828.00
Lil Firman, Gimli  ...................................... $2,068.00
Ruth Kennedy, Arborg  .................................. $64.99
Chris and Jennifer Kristjannson, Gimli  ........... $919.00
Bjarni and Elaine Marteinsson, Riverton  ......... $399.00
Bruce and Candace McKinnon, Eriksdale ...... $1,669.00
Stephen and Liz Murdock, Koostatak  ......... $70.00
Lorne and Susan Smith, Gimli  ................... $929.00
Faye Stevenson, Peguis  .......................... $1,173.95
Walter and Charlene Stevenson, Peguis  ... $154.98
Renate Van Der Molen, Eriksdale  ........... $1,632.10      

 ................ $152.94
Irene Zazulinski, Fraserwood  .................... $279.00
Kurtis and Iris Stansell, Arborg .................. $239.00
Stephen & Liz Murdock, Koostatak ............ $841.00
Ian and Carla Christiansen, Gimli............ $2,257.99
Duane Loewen, Arborg ............................... $199.59
Matthew Smith, Eriksdale ....................... $2,297.00
Sharon Mcleod, Gimli  ............................... $1385.97 
George and Mary Lywak, Koostatak .......... $629.00
Lorna Friesen, Arborg ................................. $599.00
Teddy Ferkel, Sandy Hook .......................... $699.00
Darrell and Donna Thaddeus, Koostatak ... $138.00
Joyce and Glenn Peden, Gimli ................. $1,019.00
Lilja Macaulay, Gimli ................................... $829.00
Dennis & Marlene Riehl – Arnes...................... $899
Ruth & Steve Macduff – Gimli ........................  $868
Christine Loff – Riverton ................................. $399
Thomas Pardoski – Stonewall........................  $399
Cindy & Derek Grimolfson – Riverton  ............ $749
Louise Barylski – Arborg  ............................. $1,128
Arnold & Shirley Jonasson – Arborg   ............. $969
Eric & Stella Funk – Gimli  ............................... $889
Donna Dolphin – Arnes  .............................. $515.65
Maureen Blandford – Arborg  ............................ $79
Christina Asham - Peguis  ............................ $2,007
Julia Penny – Winnipeg  .................................. $549
Rita Kirkness – Koostatak  ........................... $2,897
Kassidy Brooks – Peguis  ................................ $668
Crystal & Aaron Magnusson- Riverton  .......... $999
Barry McKay – Fisher River  ............................ $399
Doris & Tom Trottier – Arnes ......................... $4898
Leonard & Donna Gulay – Arborg  ................... $669
John & Carol Petkau – Arborg  ..................... $49.99
Jan Lardner – Sandy Hook  ........................... $2478
Adrian & Allan Koblun – Arborg  ....................... $53
Linda Arnason – Gimli  ................................. $69.99
Olga Persoage – Teulon  ............................... $54.99
Donna Kirby – Eriksdale  ................................. $728
Daphne Grier – Riverton  ................................. $949
William Whiteway – Arnes  ............................ $1899
Fred Finnson – Hnausa  ................................... $319
Dawn & David Sul – Arborg  .......................... $2118
Oliver & Florence Flett – Peguis  ..................... $759
John & Dorianne Jones – Arborg  ................. $1189
Leonard Kiesman – Ashern  .......................... $3096
Gwen McDougall – Ashern  ........................... $1399
Allen Spence – Hodgson  ................................. $719
Delores Steg – Gimli  ..................................... $2567
Steve Taylor – Riverton  ................................. $1148
Victor Unruh – Arborg  ................................... $2898
Greg & Karen Chic – Komarno  ................. $3367.99
Kevin Gross – Arborg  ................................... $45.87
Rachael Hawrysh - Winnipeg Beach  .............. $994
Gwen McDougall - Ashern  ............................ $1999
Gerry & Anne Plett -  Arborg  ......................... $1518
Pauline & Clarence Sinclair - Hodgson  ........ $2097
Phyllis Sinclair - Koostatak  ............................ $999
Elma & Ron White - Arborg .............................  $799
Mike & Thelma Blahey – Arborg  ................ $951.99
Tracy & Ernie Weik – Arborg .........................  $1249
Jeannie Cumming – Arnes  ............................. $299
Karen Foster – Arborg .............................. $1388.99
Robert & Cathy Grimolfson – Riverton  ............. $25
Carolann Ives - Mulvihill  .............................. $1189
Robbie Jonasson – Riverton  ........................ $1940
Pattie McIntyre – Gimli  ................................. $1549
Steve & Sharon Melnychuk – Arborg  ........... $1299
Lyle & Lisa Stansell – Arborg  ......................... $199
Arnold Waldner – Meleb  ................................. $739
Betty Ann Wright – Peguis  .............................. $749

GRAND TOTAL TO DATE

PREVIOUS WINNERS All these customers
received their purchase FREE! (parital list)

Sofas 
LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
CANADIAN 

MADE SOFAS 

SOLID 
WOOD 

CANADIAN 
MADE 

BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 
AVAILABLE

STORE HOURS 
Tuesday-Friday 9-6 

/ Saturday 9-5
“The largest selection of Furniture & Appliances between the lakes”

E-mail: sales@smittysfurniture.net  www.smittysfurniture.net

321 MAIN ST. ARBORG
204-376-5242 TOLL FREE 1-800-361-4156
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