
Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501

GREEN THUMB ITCHING? HERE’S HOW!

SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

ALL IN STOCK NOW
$300 00 Savings

$300 00 Savings

$600 00 Savings

$$2,9992,999

$$3,1993,199

$$4,9994,999

$$5,1995,199

XT1 LT42IP
Lawn 
tractor

XT1 LT46
Lawn 
tractor 

ZT1 50 
Zero-Turn 
Rider

ZT1 54 
Zero-Turn 
Rider

$600 00 Savings

The

Group

                 Matt McSherry, REALTOR®

204-886-7585 (cell)  
888-629-6700
  Matt.ljbaron@gmail.com  

        www.ljbaron.com (web) Multi-Award 
Winning Realtor®

Extremely Desirable 319 Acres just 
south of Junction 68 & 17.

TOTAL of 780.91 Deeded Acres of 
Adjoining Farm Land along Hwy 17, 

 POPLARFIELD RM Armstrong - $229,000 POPLARFIELD RM Armstrong - $229,000 POPLARFIELDPOPLARFIELD RM Armstrong - $749,900  RM Armstrong - $749,900 
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LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

EXPRESS PHOTO BY CHRISTY BROWN
Arborg’s Brenda Gulay and her granddaughter Emma Argue from Warren teamed up to play a piano duet in the Multi-Generational 

category of the 65th Rockwood Festival of the Arts at the New Life Church in Stonewall last Wednesday. The duo played “Flute Song” 

by Leila Fletcher. Gulay teaches her granddaughter virtually through FaceTime.

Dynamic duetDynamic duet
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By Becca Myskiw
A beloved community cat has found 

its furever home.
Leo, a friendly neighbourhood cat, 

spent the last two winters sitting in 
front of Gimli residents’ screen doors, 
begging for food and scratches. The 
entire neighbourhood fell in love with 
the fl uff y feline, but they left him to 
his own devices. Leo was someone’s 
pet — he just didn’t really want to be.

Amanda Greenberg is one of the 
people who saw Leo frequently 
throughout the winter. 

This year, she started bringing the 
cat in to eat in her kitchen, and she 
found out a few of her neighbours 
had been doing the same thing. 

“Everyone’s just in love with him,” 
she said. 

However, when the cat started 
spraying on everyone’s decks, the 
community quickly wanted Leo neu-
tered to solve the problem.

Greenberg’s son took a liking to the 
cat, so she brought him inside one 
night and Leo cuddled with the child. 
She then decided to contact Leo’s 
owner to see if they could adopt him, 

and the old owner — knowing Leo 
was an escape artist who wanted to 
be elsewhere — said yes.

Greenberg took their new pet to the 
vet before fully adopting him, pay-
ing a few hundred dollars for medi-
cations to help his wounds from the 
cruel outside world. The community 
then pitched in to get the four-year-
old cat neutered, but bigger issues 
arose before Greenberg could book 
the appointment.

Leo showed up to her house one 
day, beaten up and with an extremely 
full, oozing bladder. She quickly took 
Leo to Gimli Veterinary Services, and 
within a day of her neighbours fi nd-
ing out, they raised a collective $500 
for related treatment. 

That $500 went a long way — Leo 
got neutered, had the wounds cleaned 
and a bladder draining, and had 
blood tests done. Those tests found 
Leo positive for feline immunodefi -
ciency virus (FIV). 

Before Leo gets treatment for FIV, 
the vet wants the wounds to heal. 
Once Leo is better, the cat will likely 
start taking medication to protect its 
immune system for as long as pos-
sible.

Cats with FIV typically live seven 
years after contracting the virus, 
though some have lived more than 

15. Greenberg is hopeful they’ll have 
more than seven years with Leo.

Right now, the Norwegian king for-
est cat/Bengal/Savannah mix is liv-

ing within two rooms in Greenberg’s 
house, being trained to live as a house 

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
After a few years roaming Gimli, this shabby tabby has found itself a loving home 

and veterinary treatment for feline immunodefi ciency virus.

Friendly feline finds furever home after FIV diagnosis
Neighbours pitch in 
to save shabby tabby

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Do you have a current will? 
Protect your family by having a current will, power of 
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more 
information and fi nd out how we can help you. 

Baker Law 
CORPORATION

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB

Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

Providing full time legal 
service to families and 

small businesses in 
Gimli and the Interlake.

Continued on page 14
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By Katelyn Boulanger
A cancer diagnosis is something that 

often changes people’s lives. 
Though our provincial health-care 

system covers treatment for breast 
cancer, there are often small costs that 
add up even for someone who isn’t 
losing income because of time away 
from their place of employment. 

To help with some of those costs, 
Helping Hands for Manitobans with 
Breast Cancer Inc. was established in 
2005 and continues to work towards 
assisting low-income Manitobans to 
who need a helping hand.

“We call it expenses that simply fall 
through the cracks that no other orga-
nization, governments or private or-
ganizations such as [health insurance 
companies] will cover for the person 
who is low income. We also cover for 
rural clients in Manitoba — and that’s 
been part of our mandate is to help 
people from rural Manitoba get into 
cities to be able to get the care that 
they need. We cover, if they qualify, 
accommodation, meals and transpor-
tation costs for people who have to 
come into Winnipeg in order to get 
the proper care,” said Val Poole, sec-
retary for Helping Hands for Manito-
bans with Breast Cancer.

The volunteer-run organization is a 
grassroots non-profi t.

Helping Hands was started in 2005 
when the provincial government cov-
ered fewer expenses.

“Back then, if a woman had a mas-
tectomy, which is a removal of the 
breast, she would need to have a mas-
tectomy pocket bra and also a form 
called a prosthesis. The government 
paid very little for these two items,” 
explained Poole.

Another area where they saw a need 
was with a medication that breast 
cancer patients needed to take for fi ve 
years after having breast cancer.

“Those fi ve-year medications help 
control the estrogen production in the 
patient because the estrogen feeds the 
breast cancer. None of those were cov-
ered by the government,” said Poole.

Now, the government covers pros-
theses and a portion of pocket bras as 
well as the medication needed after 
breast cancer treatment for patients 
regardless of gender.

Poole explained that though lobby-
ing has changed what they help with, 
expenses still fall through the cracks. 
Regardless if it’s chemotherapy treat-
ments, radiation treatments, surgery 
or doctor’s appointments, they aim to 
help low-income patients.

They fi nd the patients they help 
through a breast cancer navigator 
who connects them with people in 
need.

Poole explained that though other 
groups support research, small spe-
cialized groups like Helping Hands 
are important to our communities.

“We want to make sure everybody 
on their breast cancer journey is get-
ting assistance. It aff ects the whole 
family; it doesn’t just aff ect the per-
son. The money that a person has to 
spend for items that aren’t covered by 
anybody else takes away money for 
food on the table, gas in the car, [adds 
to] the high cost of living, and it takes 
away money for children’s activities. 
It can take away money for clothing;  
it can put people into food banks, and 
there’s enough of that going on in so-
ciety today,” she said.

She also wants to emphasize that 

though breast cancer is often thought 
of as a disease that aff ects women 
that, that is not the case and that they 
helped male patients as well.

Poole says that donations are the 
key to their ability to help people, and 

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY KATELYN BOULANGER
Helping Hands for Manitobans with Breast Cancer helps with the expenses not 

covered by health care or private insurance.

Service helps breast cancer patients with 
increased needs that stem from cancer and 
treatment

Helping Hands for Manitobans with Breast Cancer helps residents in need

Ukrainian Dancekrainian DanceUk
Spring Concert

SUNDAY, APRIL 28TH, 2024
at Gimli High School - 2:00 pm

Doors Open at 1pm

Admission 12 & up $10 
6-11 $5 • 5 and under free

Alumni Performance

 Silent Auction 
50/50 
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By Patricia Barrett
Gimli councillor Andy Damm said 

he would be “remiss” in his duties if 
he failed to tell municipal taxpayers 
about management issues and fi nan-
cial losses at the Gimli Community 
Development Corporation, which 
had just under $1 million in 2019 but 
has now trickled down to around 
$130,000.

And the only way he said he could 
let the public know of the losses and 
compel council to deal with it — this 
after raising the issue “several times 
internally” since 2023 — was to bring 
a resolution to the council table.

He did so during council’s regular 
meeting on April 17, and Coun. Rich-
ard Petrowski enabled that to happen 
by seconding Damm’s motion. 

Damm said he wants council to 
make a decision on the CDC, some of 
whose members are also RM council-
lors, in order to avoid a trajectory that 
could see the CDC’s bank balance 
drained to zero and a possible bail-
out by the RM. 

“This resolution was put on the fl oor 

for exactly this reason: that this comes 
into the public light and that coun-
cil is able to speak in public about 
the Gimli CDC. For those who don’t 
know, the CDC is an arm’s length cor-
poration apart from the RM, but all of 
the assets that are within the CDC are 
actually RM assets. I believe [it] was 
incorporated in 1996,” said Damm. 
“Over the past few years, I’ve seen 
some of the fi nancials because I’ve 
looked at it at various points when I 
was invited to some of the meetings, 
and I saw a trajectory that was head-
ing towards zero in the funding.”

Damm said the CDC has lost large 
sums of money over the past few 
years.

“The last few years there has been 
between $200,000 to $250,000 lost. 
What I’ve seen in the last notations 
is the bank account is somewhere at 
$130,000 or below. If we do the calcu-
lations on that, that means the CDC 
is probably done without additional 
revenues before September,” he said.

Damm’s resolution asks for a “tran-
sition” of the CDC to RM manage-

ment starting on Jan. 1, 2025, as well 
as the following:

That the current CDC board con-
tinues to manage the corporation for 
the remainder of 2024; Limit expen-
ditures “within the residual funds re-
maining”; Address defi ciencies with 
the CDC-run dormitory (also known 
as the CN Training Centre and which 
currently houses Ukrainian and other 
refugees) to “limit risks”; Conduct a 
review of the CDC’s assets; “Work to-
ward” vacating the refugees staying 

at the dormitory with a target date of 
Dec. 31, 2024; Determine the status of 
the CDC as a corporation.

The CDC’s mandate is to bring eco-
nomic opportunities to the business 
park (also known as the Gimli Indus-
trial Park), provide economic devel-
opment services to the RM, increase 
employment and grow the business 
sector in the RM, among other func-
tions.

In 2018 the CDC had a balance of 
$777,184. The following year that in-
creased by $190,963 for a balance of 
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Good-Quality Lumber 
and Building Supplies 30%

off

Any Cull lumber and 
Damaged Products 75%

off
Includes 

all lumber, 
insulation, 

doors, windows, 
siding, shingles, 

and more!

SALE STARTS APRIL 1
Limited Quantities, 

no raincheques.

Register and collect pledges online at

REGISTER NOW

alzheimer.mb.ca/wfa2024

WALK WITH US 
IN MAY & JUNE!

SPRING 
EVENT

FOR SEEDING OR 
GPS GUIDANCE 

NEEDS

 ����!"��#���������$�������"�%
�������������$�

CUSTOM SEEDING 
in Interlake/Bifrost & surrounding areas
And affordable AUTO-STEER systems 

for all your guidance needs

Now starting at only $6750

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Gimli councillor Andy Damm said he’d be remiss in his duties if he failed to tell 

ratepayers about fi nancial losses of about $900,000 by the Gimli Community 

Development Corporation.

Dormitory housing refugees has defi cien-
cies pegged at $1 million

Gimli councillor blows whistle on management issues and financial losses at CDC

Continued on page 8
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By Becca Myskiw
Residents in the West Interlake Wa-

tershed District (WIWD) will have the 
chance to get their water tested this 
year for free.

WIWD is off ering one coliform 
and E. coli water sample and one 
advanced drinking water quality 
sample for a subsidized cost of $95. 
Watershed employees will take both 
samples to a lab, making the process 
as easy for homeowners as possible.

These tests will monitor wells for to-
tal coliform bacteria, which can cause 
diarrhea, cramps, nausea and head-
aches. The testing will also indicate 
the general sanitary condition of the 
water. 

An advanced drinking water qual-
ity test will also test water for com-

pounds present, including lead, mer-
cury, pesticides and nitrates. This test 
shows homeowners whether their 
water contains materials that harm 
human health.

Irina Zotter, WIWD manager, said 
they haven’t seen any harmful miner-
als in the district, but testing for it at 
least every fi ve years is still important 
to be sure.

“It’s a good practice for our well 
owners,” said Zotter. “That’s your 
house. People drink that water and 
use it to wash dishes and themselves.”

Any home in the boundaries of 
WIWD is eligible to have its water 
tested. 

The watershed district’s borders run 
through some communities, so resi-
dents of the RM of Armstrong and In-

wood can also get the tests done with 
WIWD.

The district is running the tests on 
two days this year: May 21 and June 
25. 

To register, people must fi ll out the 
request form, which can be found on 
WIWD’s website at https://wiwd.
ca/page.php?id=40. 

Once the watershed district ap-
proves a request, people will receive 
instructions to pick up the test tube 
bottles at their RM offi  ce. Those doing 
the test will fi ll their tubes according 
to the instructions and drop them off  
at the RM offi  ce before 10 a.m. WIWD 
will pick them up to take them to the 
lab. 

Zotter said it’s important people 
fi ll the tubes on the day of testing as 

there’s a short 24-hour window from 
when they’re fi lled to when they can 
be tested. 

Homeowners will receive their test 
results directly — anything above 
zero is considered a failed sample, 
and though uncommon, if someone 
receives a failed test, they’ll have to 
do another one (at no cost) and go 
from there. 

To decontaminate a well, chlorina-
tion is necessary. WIWD subsidizes 
the cost of this: $250 for a half-chlori-
nation and $500 for a full one.

 WIWD also off ers a well protection 
program, which assists landowners in 
protecting their water supply.

WIWD subsidizing and covering costs for private water testing

By Lana Meier
It’s National Immunization Week from 

April 22 to 30, 2024 — and this year, it is im-
portant for Manitobans to check if they are 
up to date with vaccinations. 

According to Marcy Timchishen, Interlake-
Eastern Regional Health Authority’s im-
munization co-ordinator, vaccinations are 
essential in building immunity and prevent-
ing illnesses for both you and your loved 
ones. Countless diseases, including polio, 
measles, meningitis and whooping cough 
pose signifi cant public health risks due to 
their contagious nature. Fortunately, the de-
velopment of vaccines has made it possible 
to prevent these conditions from spreading.

As new evidence and fi ndings emerge, 
vaccine recommendations are periodically 
revised. This can create confusion for indi-
viduals in determining which vaccines they 
require and are eligible for. Consequently, 
some may be unaware of the need to catch 
up on their vaccinations. For instance, adults 
and pregnant individuals may not be aware 
of the necessity to receive immunizations 
against specifi c illnesses.

While it may be commonly believed that 
vaccines are only necessary for children, 
the truth is that immunizations play a vital 
role throughout our entire lives. It’s impor-
tant to note that a tetanus shot is not just for 
emergencies resulting from an injury; in fact, 
all adults should receive a booster every 10 
years. Additionally, those who have not re-
ceived an adult dose of whooping cough are 
eligible to do so.

According to Timchishen, National Immu-
nization Awareness Week presents a great 
opportunity for Manitobans to communi-
cate with their health-care provider or pub-
lic health nurse regarding the status of their 
children’s or their own vaccinations.

“Public Health encourages all health-care 
providers to take the opportunity, when 

presented, to ensure that their client’s or 
patient’s immunization records are up to 
date,” she said.

Manitoba Health provides publicly fund-
ed vaccines to Manitoba residents who are 
registered with Manitoba Health, per Mani-
toba’s routine immunization schedule and 
vaccine eligibility criteria. Over the last 
couple months, Public Health has been fo-
cusing eff orts on ensuring that those who 
are eligible for measles vaccination are up to 
date due to a signifi cant rise in measles cases 
in many parts of the world and with some 
cases occurring in other provinces across the 
country.

As a result of amendments to the preschool 
immunization schedule, Public Health has 
been off ering a greater number of meningi-
tis vaccine doses. This measure aims to en-
hance safeguarding against various strains 
currently prevalent in the province.

For instance, children who are at least 12 
months old and were born after Jan. 1, 2020, 
can receive the Meningococcal Quadrivalent 
Vaccine, regardless of whether they have al-
ready received their Meningococcal C Vac-
cine as part of their regular immunization 
schedule.

During National Immunization Awareness 
Week, public health nurses across the region 
will be increasing their outreach eff orts to 
raise awareness of immunizations. There 
are clinics happening throughout the region 
as well as information boards, posters and 
community advertising around the impor-
tance of getting your vaccines up to date. 

Anyone with questions regarding their 
own or their child’s immunization records, 
who wants to schedule an appointment or is 
unsure if all immunizations are up to date is 
encouraged to please contact their local pub-
lic health nurse (www.ierha.ca/fi nd-us).

For further information on the suggested 
vaccination timelines for both children and 

Protect your future. Get immunized! National Immunization Awareness Week - April 22-30
adults, refer to:

• www.gov.mb.ca/health/
publichealth/cdc/div/sched-
ules.html

 
For more information regard-

ing vaccines and their impor-
tance, visit:

• https://www.gov.mb.ca/
health/publichealth/cdc/
div/about.html
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By Lana Meier 
Seniors who meet the requirements 

can now submit their applications for 
the Safe and Healthy Home for Se-
niors Program, a $1.5-million initia-
tive that aims to assist in the expenses 
of enhancing home accessibility and 
safety, as revealed by Minister Uzoma 
Asagwara of health, seniors and long-
term care.

According to Asagwara, our gov-
ernment is dedicated to enhancing 
care for seniors and off ering addition-
al assistance for aging in their own 
homes and communities. This pro-
gram is one aspect of our strategy to 
aid vulnerable seniors. Often, minor 
changes or additions are suffi  cient in 
creating a safer living environment. 

These measures can greatly reduce 
the risk of injury at home and allevi-
ate strain on emergency departments. 
Additionally, they are crucial for se-
niors transitioning out of hospitals or 
seeking greater independence while 
remaining at home.

Individuals who are 65 years and 
above, as well as those residing with 
seniors, have the opportunity to re-
ceive fi nancial assistance of up to 
$5,000 ($6,500 in rural and remote re-
gions) to cover essential home modi-
fi cations for daily activities. The grant 
can be applied for once every three 
years, with a total limit of $15,000 per 
lifetime. To qualify, the household in-
come must not exceed $60,000.

The funding can be put toward the 
cost of essential accessibility solutions 
and could include:

- adaptations that increase safety, 
like grab bars, bathtub safety rails and 
increased lighting; or

- accessibility improvements for dai-
ly activities, such as zero-threshold 
showers and widening doorways.

The program will be administered 
by March of Dimes Canada, a nation-
al charity committed to championing 
equity and empowering ability.

According to Jason Lye, vice-presi-
dent of community support services 
at March of Dimes Canada, the orga-
nization has a solid history of chang-
ing lives through home adaptations. 
He explained that even minor modi-
fi cations to a person’s home can have 
a signifi cant impact, allowing them to 
maintain safety and independence in 
their own living space. The team is ea-
ger to assist seniors in Manitoba with 
achieving this goal.

To fi nd out more about the Safe and 
Healthy Home for Seniors Program, 
such as application instructions, visit 
www.gov.mb.ca/seniors/index.html.

For more information about March 
of Dimes Canada, visit www.mar-
chofdimes.ca/en-ca/programs/am/
mshhs/Pages/SHHS.aspx or call 
1-866-906-6006.

New program helps 
seniors remain 
safe in their homes

Manitoba government helping more seniors age at home

By Lana Meier
Gypsumville RCMP responded to 

a shooting at a business in Lake St. 
Martin First Nation at approximately 
8:05 p.m. on April 18.

Offi  cers and Emergency Medical 
Services responded immediately and 
located an injured 34-year-old male. 
He was taken to hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries.

RCMP identifi ed a suspect and he 
was arrested.

Memphis Beardy, 20, has been 

charged with:
•             Discharge fi rearm with 

intent
•             Possession of weapon for 

dangerous purpose
•             Possession of fi rearm know-

ing possession is unauthorized
•             Disguised with intent to 

commit off ence
•             Possession of restricted fi re-

arm with ammo without licence
•             Pointing a fi rearm

•             Possession of fi rearm/am-
munition in motor vehicle

•             Fail to comply with proba-
tion order

•             Careless use of fi rearm
•             Weapon possession contrary 

to order x2
•             Aggravated assault
•             Using fi rearm in the commis-

sion of an off ence
Gypsumville RCMP continue to in-

vestigate.

Gypsumville RCMP investigate shooting
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

CHALLENGERS

ONE LIFE

PGCoarse Language

FRI-THURS MAY 3 - 9
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

FRI-THURS APR 26 - MAY 2
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

 Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61 

May 18 – Bud, Spud & Steak Dinner and Dance
Cocktails at 5:00 pm   Dinner at 6:00 pm

Tickets are only $30 ea.  Info: Cindy 204-389-3512
Featuring a succulent steak with all the trimmings & dessert!

Tickets available at the legion, or by e-transfer
 rclbr61@gmail.com (name and event in subject line)

May 19 – Pancake Breakfast
 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

50/50 Draw
 All events are cash only.

20 Hamilton Avenue  Ph.  204 - 389- 2660 

From traditional to contemporary, we provide 
services to match what you want. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

What’s                 story?  

though they may not have the 
same reach as other larger groups, 
their services are very important.

“Our money comes from do-
nations. It comes from grant ap-
plications because we apply for 
grants from organizations that 
cover us. It comes from third-
party fundraisers. [For example], 
there are groups around the prov-
ince that’ll run an event and then 
say a percentage is going to go to 
Helping Hands, or they’ll have 
a garage sale and they’ll donate 
$100 to the group from the garage 
sale to help. Those are the third-
party donation fundraisers that 
are often done on our behalf,” 
said Poole.

She says that donations, howev-
er large or small, are key to help-
ing Helping Hands make a sig-
nifi cant diff erence for people with 
breast cancer. They also want to 
expand their board of directors if 
anyone is interested.

Residents can donate to this 
group or learn more at https://
www.helpinghands4mbwbc.
com/.

>   HELPING HANDS, 

FROM PG. 3

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY MARNO OLAFSON    
It was a balmy 10 degrees C. in Gimli on April 20 when Marno 

Olafson took his fi rst dip of the year in Lake Winnipeg. Last 

year, Olafson took his fi rst cold water swim on May 9. Help 

the Express record the weather of the week and send in 

your photos of friends or family enjoying the outdoors. 

Email: news@expressweeklynews.ca.

24044gm1

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836
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$968,147, according to fi nancials for 
the period 2018 to 2022 that the RM’s 
chief administrative offi  cer Kelly Cos-
grove provided to the Express upon 
request. After that, revenues began to 
fall. 

During the years of the COVID 
pandemic when the province had 
imposed various restrictions on pub-
lic gatherings, the CDC’s revenues 
show a decline. One of the corpora-
tion’s major revenue sources was 
the air cadets, which used to rent the 
dormitory for its fl ying program. The 
cadets cancelled the program during 
COVID. The corporation saw a loss in 
2020 of $176,212, ending with a bal-
ance of $791,935. In 2021 that balance 
dropped to $583,207. In 2022, the bal-
ance fell to $329,000. 

An unaudited Statement of Finan-
cial Position the Express obtained 
shows the CDC’s “net fi nancial assets 
(net debt)” were $416,696 on Dec. 31, 
2022. On March 31, 2023, the balance 
showed $335,778, a decline of $80,918 
over a three-month period.

Gimli Mayor Kevin Chudd is cur-
rently the chair of the CDC board, 
having assumed the position in Janu-
ary 2023 after Coun. Richard Petrows-
ki stepped down as chair then left the 
board altogether in June of that year. 
Coun. Kurt Reichert currently sits on 
the CDC board, although his name is 
not posted on the CDC’s website.

Questions about the CDC’s fi nancial 
losses started swirling last year, and 
in August 2023 the Express attempted 
to get the RM to respond to questions 
such as how much money the mu-
nicipality gave to the CDC, the cur-
rent balance in its accounts, whether 
fi nancial reporting was provided 
by the CDC to council, whether the 
RM had required the CDC to invest 
its revenues in a trust account and 
whether the RM had questioned the 
CDC regarding fi nancial losses.

It’s unclear whether the corpora-
tion’s board held an AGM and wheth-
er minutes were kept for the entirety 
of 2023, as required under bylaw.

A huge point of contention during 
council’s discussion was the clause 
in the resolution stating council work 
towards vacating the refugees living 
in the dormitory by the end of this 
year and get the building’s defi cien-
cies fi xed.

“In no uncertain terms — and I am 
with council on this — do I wish to 
see residents that are in that building 
[on the street],” said Damm. “What I 
want to see is a safe environment for 
them to be in. And what that requires 
is funding. The funding that is in 
the CDC that goes forward may not 
achieve that. And it has been on that 
trajectory for quite a while.”

He cited issues with a lack of fi nan-
cial transparency and disclosure vis-
a-vis the CDC’s accounting practices, 
suggesting uncertainty of where ex-
actly money has been spent.

“One of the issues that comes up 
each and every time is that there isn’t 
records of accounting that go all the 
way along. The fi duciary responsi-
bilities that the board is supposed to 
maintain, some have been dumped by 
the wayside,” said Damm. “There’s 
also issues, too, that we have to look 
at as far as the operation of the dorm 
[so that it’s] not by the volunteers.”

The dormitory began to house 
Ukrainian refugees fl eeing to Canada 
after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
2022. There was no rent charged to 
the refugees for approximately a year. 

It now has 79 people living there. 
Two hundred and twelve people are 
working in the community and there 
are 16 children attending local schools 
[fi gures provided by the CDC].

Damm said council is “well aware” 
that the dormitory has a number of 
defi ciencies. Those were spelled out 
in a report by the local planning dis-
trict last month.

The Eastern Interlake Planning Dis-
trict’s Occupancy Inspection Report 
of the CN Training Centre dated 
March 7, 2024, which was obtained by 
the Express, shows a number of safety 
issues including non-compliance to 
the fi re code. 

For instance, the dorm rooms where 
the refugees are currently living do 
not have an egress window, evacua-
tion plans need to be posted in each 
dorm room, handrails in the stairwells 
“do not meet code requirements,” the 
ventilation system needs inspection 
and servicing by “qualifi ed person-
nel,” fi re dampers need be located 
and inspected, loose fl oor tiles in the 
basement could pose a tripping haz-
ard, loose ceiling tiles in the basement 
could “easily fall out on occupants,” 
the basement kitchens should have 
proper exhaust ventilation at or near 
each stove, fi re extinguishers should 
be placed by all cooking stations, exit 
doors in the basement are locked and 
exit doors on the east side of the hall 
are blocked with stored items.

Damm said an internal report given 
to the RM estimated it would cost $1 
million to fi x the dorm’s defi ciencies. 
Over time, that could end up costing 
about $2 million.

“I just don’t want this to end up in 
a bankrupt corporation that we have 
to deal with … that the next thing the 
CDC board walks into Gimli council 
and says, ‘We need money to oper-
ate,’” said Damm. “… I know the 
CDC board has transitioned, but the 
majority of the board has been in 

place since just after January 2023. 
In that [time] I haven’t seen a plan to 
date. I know there hasn’t been, real-
istically, any meetings since a period 
last year, with the exception of a hasty 
meeting that was put together last 
week to deal with this because this 
resolution was sitting out there and 
going forward.”

Throughout the hour-long debate on 
the CDC, Mayor Kevin Chudd spoke 
about various issues (e.g., the cost 
of the airport, the need for oversight 
on the smell of the sewage treatment 
plant, the motorsport park) not whol-
ly germane to the spirit of Damm’s 
resolution. 

Chudd also said the dormitory is 
“safe,” has an “occupancy permit” 
and that Damm’s saying $1 million is 
needed to repair the dorm is “non-fac-
tual.” He chastised Damm a number 
of times for bringing the CDC’s aff airs 
to public scrutiny while at the same 
time lamenting a lack of livestream-
ing of council meetings and making 
repeated references to transparency 
and full disclosure. More than once 
the mayor urged council members to 
defeat Damm’s resolution.

“The [industrial] park has to be 
cleaned up so it’s attractive and safe. 
Same with the airport, same with the 
motorsport park. There are poten-
tial revenue sources. I have to thank 
Coun. Petrowski on this farmland 
revenue …,” said Chudd. “I fi nd it 
very troubling and, unfortunately, 
it’s out in the open. But if we had 
livestreaming, we don’t have the 
luxury of livestreaming yet. Once 
we have livestreaming, not only at 
council meetings but I’d like to see 
at committee meetings, then people 
can be very much more engaged in 
this process than what we have here. 
We all have to work together for the 
betterment of our community so that 
people that are trying, and the other 
component of this is our sewage treat-
ment plant. We need plans.”

Chudd added it would be “nice to 
see” Damm’s resolution withdrawn 
and that “we have a plan I believe 
will work all the way around.” 

The mayor didn’t speak to the de-
tails of that plan. 

Chudd went on to provide a brief 
history of Canadian Forces Base in 
Gimli since the 1950s and lamented 
the loss of residential housing units 
(now condos) in the Gimli Industrial 
Park after CFB left. He called for other 
levels of government to provide fund-
ing assistance so that the dormitory 
can continue to house the refugees, 
who have been “subsidized” by the 
RM. Over 200 refugees have been 
“placed” in [jobs and housing] the 
community, said Chudd, who is part 

of a family-owned business that sells 
vehicles and who has hired a number 
of Ukrainian refugees to work at the 
dealership.

“That’s the last thing I want to see is 
anybody — I want this loud and clear 
publicly — no one will be kicked out 
of that place, period,” said Chudd.

Coun. Thora Palson said that in her 
mind, the dormitory is not neces-
sarily “a home maybe more transi-
tional temporary” housing, but that 
she’s not prepared to make any deci-
sion without speaking fi rst with the 
CDC board and council. She stated 
she would abstain from voting on 
Damm’s resolution. 

The mayor told her: “We should 
deal with this [i.e., vote].”

Exactly how council will deal with 
the CDC’s fi nancials and its future as 
a corporation was left unanswered 
during the debate. 

Council voted unanimously against 
the resolution. Damm said he ended 
up voting against his own resolution 
because it “did what it was supposed 
to do: brought this out in the open.”

After Damm’s resolution was de-
feated, Coun. Richard Petrowski 
asked: “We’re walking back on these 
[dormitory] defi ciencies?”

Because Damm’s resolution was 
defeated, it has no binding power, in-
cluding the clause suggesting council 
work towards having refugees vacate 
the dormitory. But Chudd insisted 
council pass a new resolution “so with 
the public and the press here, people 
that are living there know they are 
safe and secure.” He instructed Cos-
grove to create a new resolution on 
the spot and suggested how it should 
be worded.

The mayor and councillors Richard 
Petrowski, Thora Palson and Kurt 
Reichert voted in favour of the new 
resolution, which states: “Council ap-
proves and supports the residents in 
the Gimli Training Centre who reside 
in the facility.”

Damm abstained from voting on 
that resolution. He said he didn’t feel 
it was “wholesome to what the intent 
was” and it also failed to mention the 
defi ciency report.

Public question period is no longer 
part of council’s agenda so the Ex-
press asked Damm after the meeting 
ended whether the dorm defi ciencies 
noted in the EIPD’s report will be ad-
dressed.

“We are aware of the report. We 
have to make sure it’s acted upon,” 
said Damm.

 >  CDC, FROM PG. 4
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By Patricia Barrett
The Fisher Branch Women’s Insti-

tute is spearheading an initiative to 
raise awareness of increased drug use 
in the Interlake and is inviting sur-
rounding communities to collaborate 
on strategies to tackle the issue.

Debra Barrett, president of the Mani-
toba Women’s Institute, said the Fish-
er Branch Women’s Institute formed a 
committee that’s organizing an open 
house to bring together people from 
the region to discuss drug use and 
addictions. The open house will also 
be live streamed for people to attend 
virtually.

“We’re fi nding that all the Interlake 
communities are struggling with drug 
addictions and the associated costs to 
the community. There are not just fi -
nancial costs but costs to society and 
the family,” she said. “We thought 
we’d gather some experienced and 
knowledgeable speakers and invite 
communities within the Interlake to 
take part in our open house where 
they can gather some information.”

Barrett said the focus will be on the 
use of on street drugs such as weed, 
cocaine and crack but also opioids 
and to a lesser extent alcohol, all of 
which can lead to breakdowns in 
families.

“We’re fi nding that a lot of families 
are experiencing a breakdown. It not 
necessarily just young people using 
drugs; there are adults consumed by 
it,” said Barrett. “Children are wind-
ing up in care, marriages are failing or 
the cost of drugs means families don’t 
have the fi nancial means to provide 
what’s necessary for the family unit. 
Addictions are expensive and they 
have to be funded. So there’s a lot of 
theft taking place.”

The WI has a number of speakers 
lined up, said Barrett. Representa-
tives from the Addictions Foundation 
of Manitoba, St. Boniface Street Links, 
Harm Reduction from Eriksdale and 
the Youth Treatment Program (Teen 
Challenge) will be part of the evening. 
There will also be individuals such as 
Chris (from Alcoholics Anonymous), 
who sits on community committees 
and boards and will speak on ad-
diction impacts on the person, fam-
ily and community; Ron (from Fisher 
Branch), who has been a speaker on 
addictions at the Manitoba Youth 
Centre; and Kevin, who will speak on 
the signs and behaviours of cocaine-
addicted persons. 

“We are also discussing speaker 
availability with Ian Rabb of Two 
Ten Recovery and Destiny House. He 
was formerly with Aurora Addictions 
Centre. And we’ve reached out to 
the RCMP regarding the process for 

enforcing an involuntary psychiatric 
assessment order from the Court of 
King’s Bench,” said Barrett.

The topics will include how to tell 
whether a person has an addiction, 
how addictions impact families and 
communities, resources available for 
individuals with an addiction and 
their families/loved ones, where 
treatment programs are located for 
persons living in the Interlake, and 
the development of a comprehensive 
multi-community approach to addic-
tions, associated mental health issues 
and the impacts on Interlake commu-
nities.

The WI will be also providing at-
tendees with educational materials on 
services available to individuals and 
families, treatment programs and fa-
cilities, and legal issues surrounding 
addictions.

What the WI is hoping to accomplish 
from the evening is to raise greater 
awareness of drug use and encourage 
collaboration on a strategic plan.

“Our hope is for the Interlake com-
munities to work together in devel-
oping a strategic plan, which would 
result in a cohesive approach focused 
on reducing addiction dependency 
and the related eff ects on families and 
communities,” said Barrett.

She added that programs to treat ad-
dictions either have a waiting list, are 
beyond the fi nancial means of people 
or are tailored to specifi c groups such 
as Indigenous programs at the Aurora 
Recovery Centre.

“At Percy Moore Hospital we’ve got 
an addictions centre and the program 
is excellent, but it’s maxed out. The 
availability is just not there,” she said.

The women’s institute has invited a 
number of communities to attend the 
meeting either in person or by Zoom. 
Those include Teulon, Arborg, River-
ton, Gimli, Peguis, Fisher River, Jack-
head, Moosehorn, Ashern, Eriksdale 
and Lundar. And all reeves and coun-
cillors from the Interlake municipali-
ties have been invited to attend.

“There seems to be interest in this. 
Unfortunately, some communities 
are still ignoring the issue although 
this is knocking on everybody’s door 
and nobody should be ignoring it,” 
said Barrett. “We’ve had people as far 
as Sundance ask to be involved and 
they’ll be joining us on Zoom.”

The meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, May 8 at 6:30 in the Ukrainian 
National Home (hall) at 33 Provench-
er St. in Fisher Branch. There will be 
room for 100 people at the hall. Email 
Debra at wicommunityprograms@
gmail.com to register for a Zoom link. 

Fisher Branch Women’s Institute holding drug awareness open house
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By Patricia Barrett
Manitoba’s NDP government’s fi rst 

budget promises to restore a health-
care system that’s currently delivering 
long wait times for ER and diagnostic 
services, delays in treatment and lack 
of access to services in a number of 
communities in the Interlake.

The Arborg hospital’s ER had been 
out of service for months on end be-
cause of staffi  ng shortages, and the 
Eriksdale hospital’s ER continues to 
limp along with availability reduced 
to a handful of days each month.

The NDP says Budget 2024 will 
“start to fi x the staffi  ng crisis in health 
care” and include investments in in-
frastructure. The NDP is allocating 
$310 million to retention, recruitment 
and training to address staffi  ng short-
ages and plans to hire — this year 
— 100 doctors, 210 nurses, 90 para-
medics and 600 health-care aides. 
The party also plans to open a dedi-
cated recruitment and retention offi  ce 
and expand education programs for 
health-care workers, including medi-
cal laboratory technologists.

“Rebuilding health care starts with 
staffi  ng. For seven years, health-care 
staff  were disrespected and ignored, 
but our government is committed to 
taking better care of the health-care 
workers that care for us,” states the 
government in the budget.

Interlake-Gimli MLA (Progressive 
Conservative) Derek Johnson said ru-
ral areas of Manitoba, including in the 
Interlake, saw 16 emergency rooms 
close under the NDP when the party 
was in power prior to 2016. While 
he welcomes a new ER in Eriksdale, 
he’s concerned there won’t be enough 
staff  to operate it.

“You can have all the fancy stuff  you 
want, but staffi  ng has always been a 
concern. It’s not only about having 
enough doctors, but you also need a 
lab tech and an X-ray tech or a cross-
trained tech (X-ray and lab) on call to 
keep an ER open,” said Johnson. “It’s 

often overlooked but support staff  
are important to ensure emergency 
rooms stay open.”

He added that the Conservative 
government had being working with 
Shared Health on a cross-training 
technologist program so that in a 
staffi  ng crisis “you can keep an ER 
open through cross-trained staff .”

Johnson said the NDP government 
is riding on the Conservatives’ coat-
tails as far as retention and recruit-
ment of staff  go in areas such as pay 
incentives. 

“We had implemented premium 
shifts where if you’re working eve-
ning and weekends, you’re getting a 
larger paycheque. A larger paycheque 
doesn’t necessarily stop you from get-
ting burnt out, but it provides more of 
an incentive for someone to pick up a 
shift and off er help on evenings and 
weekends,” he said.

More concerning in the overall 
scheme of recruitment and retention 
is the failure to increase residency 
seats for graduates completing their 
fi rst four years of medical training, he 
said. That will only drive doctors out 
of Manitoba rather than keep them 
here.

“The Conservative government dou-
bled the doctors’ training seats and 
we’re starting to see those students 
graduating. But the NDP has not fol-
lowed up on increasing the residen-
cy seats where doctors start getting 
clinical practice. That was part of our 
plan. All these students are graduat-
ing and there are only a few residency 
spots that are accommodating them,” 
he said. “These doctors are looking 
to leave the province. These are our 
home-grown doctors from Manitoba 
who’ll have to seek residency in an-
other province. Often what happens 
is they’ll meet Mrs. or Mr. Right and 
decide to lay down roots elsewhere.”

The NDP’s budget promises capital 
investments in hospital emergency 

rooms and per-
sonal care homes. 
For the Eriksdale 
hospital in par-
ticular, the gov-
ernment has so 
far committed 
funding to only 
the design phase 
rather than to the 
cost to build it.

“So far there’s 
zero dollars bud-
geted towards 
the work on the 
new ER for Eriks-
dale,” said John-
son. “The budget 
for that would 

come next year. They’re only moving 
forward with a design phase.”

The NDP has also promised a one-
time investment of $110 million for 
health system capacity expansion that 
will focus on clinics and hospitals. It 
includes “four personal care homes, 
starting with one in Lac du Bonnet in 
2024-25, followed by two in Winnipeg 
and one in Arborg.”

Last summer, the Conservative gov-
ernment had announced $15 million 
in funding for the pre-construction 
phase (planning and design) of six 
new PCHs, including in Arborg and 
in Stonewall. The Town of Arborg and 
the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton 
have been working towards and ad-
vocating for a new PCH since at least 
2015.

Johnson said the Conservatives had 
also approved $50.3 million in fund-
ing to build the new Arborg PCH. 
That could not be formally announced 
as the government was in a blackout 
period prior to the election. 

“We approved that $50.3-million 
funding. It was put through the trea-
sury board and ratifi ed by cabinet,” 
said Johnson. “We fully funded three 
of the six PCHs — Arborg, Bridge-
water [in Winnipeg] and Lac du Bon-
net — but the NDP government put a 
pause on most PCHs.”

He added that the NDP has only ap-
proved funding for one of four PCHs 
it announced — Lac du Bonnet.

Johnson said he’s also worried about 
driving doctors out of Manitoba be-
cause of the NDP’s increasing the 
tax on the top one per cent of income 
earners, a category into which doctors 
fall.

“If you’re driving up the income tax 
on doctors, how are you supposed to 
attract them?” he said.

On the infrastructure front, which 
is vital to people living in the Inter-
lake and other rural areas, Johnson 
said the NDP’s budget has reduced 
funding — $163 million less — for 
roads and water infrastructure such 
as drains.

“The maintenance of drains is not 
sexy, but drains need maintenance. 
You can’t just build them and leave 
them,” he said. “There have been 
multiple issues with fl ooding in the 
past including around Arborg and 
along Lake Manitoba. Funding has 
been cut for drains such as the Lake 
Manitoba Outlet Channel.”

It’s also important to maintain drains 
to prevent crop damages and nutrient 
loading, he added. When water pools 
on a fi eld, it soaks up fertilizer (nutri-
ents), which eventually fi nds its way 
into Lake Winnipeg. Diff erent areas of 
the province are currently experienc-

ing varying levels of drought, and the 
ideal time to work on repairing drains 
is now.

“In dry years, you can get a lot more 
bang for your buck,” he said. “You 
can get a lot more miles of drains 
done per dollar in a dry year than in 
a wet year.”

He surmises that the cuts to infra-
structure were done in order to ful-
fi l the NDP’s multi-billion campaign 
promise. But the cuts will come at the 
expense of rural areas.

Another concern in the Interlake for 
school divisions, such as the Ever-
green School Division, are the NDP’s 
cuts to education, said Johnson.

“The Evergreen School Division 
was earmarked to get 74 new daycare 
spaces. There’s been a $100-million 
cut from new schools and daycares 
at the same time we’re seeing a surge 
in students,” he said. “Almost every 
new school [the Conservatives prom-
ised] had daycare spaces included in 
it. When you cut those new schools, 
you’re also cutting daycare spaces.”

Johnson served as agriculture min-
ister under the previous Conservative 
government and said he sees nothing 
new in the NDP’s budget for agricul-
ture; the government is maintaining 
Conservative programs that had in-
cluded budgeting to re-open Manito-
ba Agricultural Services Corporation 
centres.

“All the announcements I’ve seen 
are the announcements I had worked 
on while I was [agriculture minister],” 
he said, “whether that’s increase to ag 
in the classroom or an increase to 4-H 
or any of our projects with our water-
shed districts — all that programming 

GOVERNMENT OF MANITOBA
Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson

Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson weighs in on NDP budget 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: May 14, 2024

Evergreen School Division

Evergreen School Division
SCHOLARSHIPS

Continued on page 16
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JAMES WIEBE
Ice piling up on Lake Manitoba near the RM of St. Laurent provided some mountain-climbing sport for Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson last weekend. Johnson said 

he waded into the water with rubber boots on and got aboard a stable piece of ice before starting his approximate 50-feet ascent to the top of a spectacular pile 

of ice. Someone told him the pieces of ice sticking up from the summit resembled a whale’s tongue.

Lake Manitoba throws spectacular ice show
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Repairs, Maintenance & New 
Garage Doors & Openers

Fast, friendly service! 
Residential & Commercial 

Your local garage door provider Your local garage door provider 
Serving the Interlake!Serving the Interlake!

Installation | Custom Orders  Installation | Custom Orders  
Guaranteed QualityGuaranteed Quality

Phone 204-222-5643
www.midcandoor.ca

By Becca Myskiw
If you’ve ever wanted to learn to jig, 

now’s your chance.
Last Wednesday marked the start of 

jigging lessons in St. Laurent, taught 
by 18-year-old Eva Kerbrat. Kerbrat 
started jigging when she was just four 
years old, and after showing prom-
ising talent from the beginning, the 
dancer was recruited by the Asham 
Stompers just one year later. 

Since she was fi ve, Kerbrat has 
travelled across Canada, performing 
around 100 shows a year with the 
group. Now that she’s an adult, the 
jigger wants to share her love for the 
dance with others, so she’s off ering 
lessons.

Jigging is a traditional dance in-
vented by the Red River Métis  in 

the 1900s. Accompanying a fi ddle 
tune, the Red River Jig was fi rst per-
formed by those involved in the fur 
trade during gatherings. The dance 
involves four men and four women 
who face each other six feet apart, 
standing on their toes. It starts with a 
single shuffl  e with the right and then 
the left foot, and for every third shuf-
fl e, the foot raises backward to miss 
the music beat. 

Having grown up in St. Laurent 
and begun her jigging journey there, 
Kerbrat wanted to return to where it 

all started. 
Her mom, 
A n g e l i c a 
K e r b r a t , 
said jigging 
feeds Eva’s 
soul, and 
they hope 
it will feed 
the souls of 
others too.

“ W h e n 
you see 
them in 
person, it’s 
amazing,” 
said An-
gelica. “It 
really feeds 
the spirit. 
We all have 
to fi nd that 

passion and something that feeds our 
own spirit.”

Eva likes everything about the Red 
River Jig: the fi ddle music, the quick 
footwork and the partnerships on 
stage. She describes the dance as “up-
lifting” and “high vibrational.”

Though her jigging classes started 
last week, Eva will continue to accept 
registrations as long as they come in. 
Those starting later can work out a 
payment plant with Eva upon their 
start. Right now, there are two class-
es running until June 17 — a class 
for children 15 and under and one 
for adults 16 and up. Eva will start 
by teaching the fundamentals of the 
Red River Jig, slowly progressing the 
students to be able to perform a real 
square dance. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” she said. “And 
it’s a great workout too. It really gets 
your cardiovascular going and really 
challenges you.”

Classes for those 15 and under will 
be every Wednesday at 3:45 p.m. and 
classes for adults will happen right af-
ter at 5 p.m. This fall, Eva will be mov-
ing her classes to Stonewall so she can 
service a larger number of people.

“As soon as you hear the music you 
want to hop; you want to move your 
feet,” said Angelica. 

For more information on the jigging 
classes or to contact the Kerbrats, 
phone 204-861-2114.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Left photo, Eva Kerbrat, right, is off ering jigging classes in St. Laurent beginning 

in June. Above, Kerbrat has been performing with the Asham Stompers since she 

was fi ve years old.

Red River Jigging classes start in St. Laurent
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136 Autumnwood Drive 
Stunning 5 bdrm. 

home in Gimli! 
“Show home” perfect. 

Huge rec room 
$469,000

DAVE HUMNISKI
204-642-3044

Traverse Bay 
Brand New 1500sf home 
cathedral ceilings, with 

excellent year round 
home, walking 

distance to lake,
$350K!

MIKE JUBA
204-588-7967

29 15th Ave. Sandy Hook
Cabin in a great location! 

Decking, fenced back 
yard, and sunroom
Now at $114,000

LAURENCE HUMNISKI
204-642-3589

GRANT HJORLEIFSON
204-641-6400

Gorgeous New Homes in 
Gimli’s Sandy Hook. 
New development. 

Samfelag Rd. $399,900. 

New Listing! Immaculate 

Gimli Shores. 
#305 39 1st Ave $319,900

Perfect cottage in 
Grindstone. Steps from lake,

 ICF fndn, year round. 
11 Snowberry $199,900

Like new, Wpg Beach. 
1500 sf, open layout, 

3 br, ensuite, furnished, 
deck, ½ acre 

$445,000
DAYNA CLARK
204-461-1347

ARBORG
204-376-3400

GIMLI
204-642-8501

SELKIRK
204-482-5806

4 bdrm, 3 bath in vibrant 
newer Gimli neighborhood. 

Island Kit. Hardwoods. 
Dble gar. Deck. Huge lot.

CHRIS NEUFELD
204-641-1727

At Interlake Real Estate, At Interlake Real Estate, we will always put we will always put 
YOUR BEST INTERESTS FIRST!YOUR BEST INTERESTS FIRST! 

Call us for unbiased Call us for unbiased advice and advice and 
customer-focused service.customer-focused service.

 uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
www.interlake.mb.ca

KATHY MARKS
204-642-8501

Lovely bungalow in Gimli, 
lrge fenced yrd w/garden 

area, great location, 
2 car garage $305,000 

SAMANTHA KING
204-229-7560 

or
PAM ISFELD

204-641-5408

Beautiful 4 bed 3 bath 
lakefront home 

near Gimli 
$619,900

JOHN WISHNOWSKI
204-479-1208

CRYSTAL LINE
204-232-6200JASMIN THEOBALD

204-642-8501

Showings Start  May 6th. 
Family home w/ 3 bdrm, 

1.5 bathrm, spacious 
living rm,
 eat in kit. 
$305,000 

INGRID BENNETT
204-642-2089

By Lori Penner
Last year was a foundational year for Access 

Credit Union with investments in many of their 
strategic priorities.

At its recent annual general meeting, Access 
Credit Union board chair Curt Letkeman an-
nounced a signifi cant payout of $13.5 million 
through the member rewards program.

This allocation, representing about 1.12 per 
cent of interest paid by members on loan servic-
es, was distributed to non-registered accounts 
during the fi scal year.

Additionally, members holding surplus shares 
and common or preferred shares, excluding 
member shares, received dividends in the form 
of surplus shares with dividends paid out March 
27 at rates of 2.25 per cent on surplus shares and 
5.45 per cent on common and preferred shares.

President and CEO Larry Davey reported ro-
bust growth in both deposits and loan portfolios 
in 2023. Despite a challenging rate environment, 
the credit union’s loan portfolio expanded by 
nearly 16 per cent with mergers contributing 9.5 
per cent and organic growth 6.5 per cent. De-
posits grew by almost 14 per cent, with mergers 
accounting for 10.75 per cent of the increase and 
organic growth nearly three per cent.

Davey also highlighted a signifi cant rise in 
profi tability for the fi nancial institution, and 
with nearly 1,000 staff  serving over 200,000 
members across Manitoba, it experienced a year 
of change and growth.

Letkeman emphasized last year’s successful 
integration of mergers with other credit unions, 
highlighting the teamwork and positive en-
ergy displayed throughout the process. While 
acknowledging challenges such as banking 
system conversions and service outages from 
national providers impacting members nation-
wide, he emphasized the commitment to fi nd-
ing optimal solutions.

“What has stood out most for me during these 
transitions is the care, teamwork and positive 
energy that people have brought. It has truly 
been an example of the whole being stronger 
than the original parts,” Letkeman said.

Meanwhile, he added the institution remains 
focused on off ering competitive pricing and 
community investments while navigating in-
creased costs for new banking programs and 
government regulations.

Despite the challenges, Letkeman expressed 
pride in Access Credit Union’s achievements, 
noting its reputation for providing competitive 
savings and loan rates and its commitment to 
community support.

In 2023 alone, staff  contributed over 14,000 vol-
unteer hours to various community groups, and 
the credit union donated almost $1.8 million 
to local non-profi ts and charities across Mani-
toba. In addition, Access employees raised over 
$250,000 for community organizations with do-
nations  from their Jeans for Charity program.

Access Credit Union continues to prioritize 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY LORI PENNER
“Over the last three years, we have been hard at work on executing and capitalizing on the mergers 

with other credit unions,” said president and CEO Larry Davey.

Year of change and growth for ACU
its members’ fi nancial well-being and the communities it 
serves and was once again recognized as a top employer 
in Manitoba.

“Yes, we know there may be bumps in the road, but 
know that your board and staff  are committed to serv-
ing the membership in the best way possible and that we 
want to be where you need us to be,” said Letkeman.

Davey added that over the last three years, they’ve been 
hard at work on executing and capitalizing on the merg-
ers with other credit unions throughout the province.

“These benefi ts continue to be seen in the economies of 
scale, competitive pricing and community investments 
that we bring to our members,” Davey said. “While we 
continue to focus on bringing many diff erent organiza-
tions together under the Access banner, it is our privilege 
to serve every member to the best of our ability every 
day.”
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380 Main St., Stonewall • (204) 467-7283

Sofa Sets - Stationary 
& Reclining

Bedroom Dining 

Recliner & 
Lift Chairs

10-40%
OFF

Everything must go!
Thank you for your support 

over the past 20+ years!
Retire

mentSaleRetire
mentSale
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By Patricia Barrett
Gimli is on track to have a new fi t-

ness centre built close to the Gimli 
Recreation Centre after a majority of 
council adopted a resolution to build 
the new facility at its regular meeting 
April 17.

The recreation centre has had a fi t-
ness centre in its basement for about 
30-plus years, but surveys over the 
years indicated residents wanting 
“new environs to stay in shape,” ac-
cording to a synopsis of the fi tness 
centre project.

Phase 1 will see a facility built with 
7,000 square feet of space that will 
include gym space, studio space, 
washrooms, saunas, showers, change 
rooms, locker facilities, a snack bar 
and offi  ce. It will have room for car-
dio machines, weight machines, free 
weights and a yoga, Pilates and dance 
aerobic studio. It will allow for per-
sonal training, rehabilitation for heart 
or other surgeries and fi tness classes.

“Our proposed building is consis-
tent with what industry experts con-
sider to be normal and appropriate 
for a community like Gimli,” states 
the synopsis.

Although a fair size, the facility will 
be too small to house a walking track, 
pickle ball, volleyball, badminton and 
basketball courts.

“These are amenities that could be 
included, if deemed feasible, in future 
additions or phases in development,” 
states the synopsis.

Currently, the current gym has 95 to 
100 regular users, and it’s anticipated 
that the new centre will see a 30 per 
cent increase in users, states the syn-
opsis. That should result in increased 
revenue for the RM.

The estimated cost of the fi tness cen-
tre will be $950,000.  

Chief administrative offi  cer Kelly 
Cosgrove said prior to the election, 
the provincial government provided 
per capita funding to the RM. Those 
monies could be used for various 
projects including recreation. 

All of the per capita funding of 
$503,652.79 will be put towards the 
fi tness centre. An additional $277,362 
will come from the RM’s multiplex 
building reserve fund and $168,000 
will come from municipal revenues.

Mayor Kevin Chudd said the an-
nouncement of the new fi tness centre 
was made during a fi reman’s ball last 
November. 

“This is really exciting for the com-
munity,” he said. 

Chudd and councillors Thora Pal-
son, Kurt Reichert and Andy Damm 
voted in favour of the fi tness cen-
tre. Coun. Richard Petrowski voted 
against it. 

“I opposed it because the govern-
ment’s per capita money could have 
been used for waterline renewal,” 
said Petrowski after the meeting. “I’m 
very concerned about capital spend-
ing as a whole. I feel this project is 
being rushed along and things don’t 

always turn out well when things are 
rushed. There should be a plan for 
this fi tness centre done by a profes-
sional outfi t.”

Given his lengthy time on coun-
cil, Petrowski said he anticipates the 
new fi tness centre will cost more than 

$950,000.
“I’ve been on council long enough 

to see overruns. This centre will be 
bigger than the pool’s changing room 
building, which was very costly and 
that was pre-COVID,” he said.

EXPRESS PHOTO RM OF GIMLI
A new stand-alone fi tness centre will be located on the north side of Centennial 

Road, close to the Gimli Recreation Centre. The announcement of the centre was 

made in November at a fi reman’s ball but the resolution on whether to build it 

came to council last week. It is estimated to cost almost $1 million.

Majority of Gimli council approves $950K fitness centre 

>  FRIENDLY FELINE, 

FROM PG. 2

cat since it’s not allowed outside 
anymore.

Though it is a struggle to adjust 
to life indoors, Leo is doing well, 
Greenberg said.

Greenberg has two other cats and 
three dogs, all of whom are kept 
separate from Leo right now. Once 
he’s better and he can roam the 
house, the family will keep an eye 
on Leo to make sure the other cats 
don’t contract FIV. 

“He’s such a sweet cat,” said 
Greenberg. “He’s so loving.”

Leo waits for Greenberg’s son to 
get home from school every day, 
running to the door when he does. 
Leo loves playing with toys, jump-
ing super high and jumping into 
humans’ arms. Neighbours pop 
by every now and then to check on 
Leo, bringing gifts when they do.

What’s                 story?  
Please share your story ideas at 

news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836



The Express Weekly News   Thursday, April 25, 2024    15   

By Kaitlin Vitt
The Lockport River’s Edge Run is 

back for another year, with this year’s 
event raising money for Huntington’s 
disease initiatives. The event takes 
place on May 11 — during Hunting-
ton’s Disease Awareness Month — 
and organizers are calling on the com-
munity to support the cause. 

“We need you, and we need your as-
sistance. We want to make this a good 
event for everybody,” said Vern Bar-
rett, race director and president of the 
Manitoba chapter of the Huntington 
Society of Canada.

“Huntington’s is like having ALS, 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s all at 
once, so people have cognitive and 
neurological loss, it aff ects muscles, it 
aff ects memory, and there’s no treat-
ment or cure. But what we can do is 
we can provide the absolute best care 
for people with Huntington’s that we 
can possibly manage.”

Huntington’s disease is a hereditary, 
neurodegenerative illness with physi-
cal, cognitive and emotional symp-
toms, as described on the Huntington 
Society of Canada’s website. It’s a rare 
disease — about one in 7,000 people 
in Canada have Huntington’s.

About 50 years ago, Barrett and his 
wife found out his wife’s aunt had 
Huntington’s disease.

“We had no idea it was in the family, 
and after that, we became involved 
and started to fundraise for the re-
source centre [at Deer Lodge Centre 
in Winnipeg] for people with Hun-
tington’s disease to go to get support 

and care from a neurologist, speech 
therapist and so on. We’ve been in-
volved for well over 50 years because 
of this connection,” Barrett said.

“One phone call [to the resource 
centre], and they get connected with 
everybody they need to talk to. It’s a 
wonderful site, an amazing thing in 
Canada.”

Barrett has a fundraising goal of 
$20,000. As of April 15, more than 
$3,700 has been raised through the 
event’s web page (https://raceroster.
com/events/2024/86109/lockport-
rivers-edge-run-walk-for-hd-2024).

Participants can register to complete 
the 30-kilometre run, half-marathon 
run (21 kilometres), 10-kilometre run/
walk or fi ve-kilometre run/walk.

The event takes participants down 
River Road between Lily Drive, just 
north of Skinner’s, and Larter’s at 
St. Andrews Golf and Country Club. 
Depending on the distance the par-
ticipant registers for, they will see a 
portion or all of this route.

“We’re hoping runners and walk-
ers from various parts of the province 
will come and enjoy this wonderful 
space,” Vern said.

Full event information and registra-
tion forms are available on the Race 
Roster website (https://raceroster.
com/events/2024/86109/lockport-
rivers-edge-run-walk-for-hd-2024). 
Registration fees increase in price on 
April 20.

“The Manitoba community has al-
ways been there for us, and we would 
sure appreciate their support with 

this event. It’s really easy to partici-
pate,” Barrett said. “It would be great 
to see them out and help us and help 
the community.”

4L Communications in Selkirk is 
the title sponsor of the event. The 
company has sponsored the event in 
past years when the run/walk raised 
money for neurofi bromatosis initia-
tives.

“It’s such a great event. The loca-
tion is incredible,” said Lars Koop of 

4L, who has participated in the event 
with his family.

“Even if it’s your very fi rst run, and 
you’re going to sign up for the 5K, 
there’s such little pressure because 
the track, the scenery and the route 
are so beautiful that you forget that 
you’re competing or you’re trying 
to beat your pace or something like 
that because it’s just enjoyable. And 
there’s probably no better run for 
someone who’s going to do it for their 
fi rst time.”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
A photo from a previous year’s River’s Edge Run. 

Registration now open for May 11 event

Run/walk in Lockport raising money for Huntington’s disease

By Lana Meier 
The Gimli RCMP are currently conducting an inves-

tigation into a fi rearm that was discovered during a 
beach cleanup. 

On April 13 around 12:35 p.m., Gimli RCMP were 
notifi ed of a fi rearm found on the shoreline of Lake 
Winnipeg near North Lake Street and Vaughan Av-
enue. The discovery was made by a 12-year-old girl 
who was assisting her family in picking up litter from 
the beach near their cottage. The police were called 
immediately.

Offi  cers responded and confi scated the fi rearm, as 
per standard procedure. All fi rearms discovered are 
handled as loaded and necessary measures were im-
plemented. Due to it being rusted shut, the fi rearm 
had to be dismantled at the detachment, where offi  -
cers confi rmed it was not loaded. 

An ongoing investigation by RCMP aims to deter-
mine the source of the fi rearm and any possible in-
volvement in criminal activity.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Gimli RCMP seized a fi rearm that was found along the shoreline of Lake Winnipeg by a young girl who was 

helping her family pick up litter. 

Gimli RCMP investigate firearm found during beach cleanup
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was done under the previous govern-
ment. I had announced in Lundar that 
we were going to ensure the rents for 
Crown lands remain at 50 per cent. 
And the NDP has kept the Conser-
vatives’ campaign promise of doing 
that.”

A major concern facing the agri-
cultural sector is a labour shortage. 
Workers are processed through the 

provincial nominee program (PNP), 
he said. Because of red tape, workers 
are facing long processing times.

“The PNP waiting list, in these short 
six months [since the new govern-
ment took power], has been increas-
ing substantially. When we took over 
government, we saw fi ve-year wait-
ing lists on PNP and we got it down 
to a matter of months,” said Johnson. 
“They haven’t been processing the 
applications. I’ve had people living in 

the Interlake reach out saying they’re 
a matter of a week or two of being 
deported because their paperwork 
hasn’t been processed. That almost 
never happened under our govern-
ment after we got caught up from the 
NDP backlog.”

Although the gas tax cut (14 cents a 
litre) is appreciated in rural Manitoba, 
Johnson said it’s only temporary and 
the NDP will have to come up with 
another revenue source to fund infra-

structure.
The province earns about $342 mil-

lion a year from the 14-cent fuel tax, 
according to the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation.

“Historically in Manitoba that 14 
cents a litre goes straight towards 
infrastructure and improving roads. 
From where is the government go-
ing to make up that money? It has to 
come from somewhere else or they’re 
going to stop repairing roads,” John-
son said. “That said, I’m fi ne if they 
remove the gas tax permanently to 
make life more aff ordable because 
that helps rural Manitobans.”

In other areas of the budget, Johnson 
said the NDP made a 50 per cent re-
duction to the provincial parks bud-
get, which covers things like good 
toilets, trails and repairs to the Hecla 
Village Road — all of which could 
negatively aff ect tourism. 

“That cut trickles down to tourism. 
If you have great experience in a park, 
you’re likely to return. But if the toi-
lets are falling apart, you twist an an-
kle on a walking path or pop a tire on 
one of the roads, you’re less likely to 
return to Manitoba,” he said.

The budget also cut the Arts Culture 
and Sports Grant that had previously 
provided funding to places like Gimli 
to enable the town to install a new 
roof on its recreation centre and repair 
change rooms.

Johnson said although he has many 
concerns with the budget, he also has 
to “commend” the NDP for keeping 
all the personal income tax cuts the 
Conservatives made. 

“People end up with a lot more 
money in their pocket every single 
year, predominantly lower income 
people, because we indexed the tax,” 
he said. “You only start paying tax in 
Manitoba now at $15,000. It had been 
[very low] before that. People keep 
every penny of that tax dollar. And 
they’ve kept the rest of our tax cuts so 
far.”

ATTENTION FARMERS 
& LAND STEWARDS
WE DELIVERED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS LAST YEAR!

2 0 4 - 6 4 2 - 7 5 7 8
w w w . E a s t I n t e r l a k e . c a
I n f o @ E a s t I n t e r l a k e . c a

2 0 4 - 7 6 2 - 5 8 5 0
w w w . W i w d . c a
M a n a g e r @ W i w d . c a

West Interlake Watershed District

Trees
• Eco-buffer shelterbelts
• Standard shelterbelts
• Reforestation
• Mulch and tree       

planter rentals
• Community/ urban 

tree plantings

• Receive payments 
for protecting           
important areas

• Receive payments 
for maintaining        
important areas

Conservation
Contracts

Farms/
Regenerative
Agriculture

Grasslands/
Uplands

Wetlands/ 
Water Storage

Drinking Water
Protection

Riparian Areas

• Cover cropping
• Multi species cropping
• Rotational grazing
• Equipment upgrades
• Nitrogen management
• Alternative watering 

systems

• Water retention
• Backflooding
• Water storage
• Wetland                         

enhancement

• Abandoned well sealing
• Well water testing
• Aquifer recharge       

protection
• Well chlorination
• Well head protection

• Exclusion fencing
• Alternative watering 

systems
• Erosion control
• Tree and grass          

establishment

• Perennial grass/        
forage on  marginal 
land

• Pollinator strips
• Buffer strips
• Prairie establishments

CONTACT US IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED
www.EastInterlake.ca
info@EastInterlake.ca
204-642-7578 (Gimli)

www.Wiwd.ca
Manager@Wiwd.ca
204-762-5850 (Lundar)

>  BUDGET, FROM PG. 10

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Remember Remember 
Your Your Loved Loved 

OnesOnes 
with an with an 

Announcement Announcement 
in thein the 
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  info@elmcpa.ca           204.272.7946

Your trusted partner 
for accounting, tax and 
bookkeeping services 
Providing expert support for small to 
medium-sized private businesses, non-profit 
organizations, and individuals 

Taxation 
Keeping up-to-date in an ever-changing and 
complex tax environment to ensure compliance 
and optimization in your taxes

Erica L. Minarik
CPA, CGA

Tips from a CPA to Prepare for Your Taxes
1. Communicate
Make Canada Revenue Agency 

(CRA) and your accountant aware 
of any life changes that have oc-
curred since last year such as 
changes to your marital status, le-
gal name, mailing address, or a new 
dependent. ELM Chartered Profes-
sional Accountant Inc. (ELM CPA) 
uses a tax questionnaire to obtain 
up-to-date information from clients 
for preparing their tax returns. This 
also includes information about the 
sale of a principal residence, which 
may not be taxable, but must still be 
reported to CRA.

2. Compare
Review last year’s tax return and 

Notice of Assessment from CRA to 
the slips and information you are 
providing to your accountant this 
year. Do you have all the slips and 
information for the income, deduc-
tions, and credits you are reporting? 
If you are using a new accountant 
this year, it is helpful to provide 
them with a copy of your last year’s 
tax return so they can continue with 
any deductions or credits that have 
carried forward from the prior year.

3. Compile
Many people do not look forward 

to tax season because it can be a lot 
of work to gather their documents, 
especially when self-employed. 

for your tax related documents that 
you can use throughout the year. 
It can be as simple as using an ac-
cordion folder to compile your tax 
documents you get throughout the 

or gas receipts if you are claiming 
vehicle expenses). For self-em-
ployed individuals, consider do-
ing bookkeeping for your business 
throughout the year instead of just 
at the end of the year, especially if 
the task of bookkeeping feels over-
whelming to you.

4. Check
It is important to check over your 

While you may use an accountant 
to prepare your return, it is still 
your responsibility as the taxpayer 
to ensure that the return is complete 
and accurate. Erica Minarik, CPA, 
CGA, of ELM CPA, reviews client’s 
tax returns with them in detail, an-
swering your questions to help you 
understand your tax return.

Finally, review your Notice of As-
sessment with your tax return that 

changes made by CRA. Notify your 
accountant if there were any chang-
es so they can determine if any 
steps need to be taken with CRA.
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EACH CHILD 
REGISTERED 

WILL BE 
SIGNED UP 

FOR A PART 
IN THE CAST 
BUT THERE 

ARE LIMITED 
LEAD ROLES

 of

The Creative Cocoon Inc. 
 i nv i t e s  yo u  t o 

YOUTH THEATRE CLASSES 
Open Audition for Community Production
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By Gloria Thomas
Approximately 160 

high school students 
from Gimli, Riverton 
and Arborg packed 
the Gimli Theatre on 
April 17 for the 10th 
annual Gimli Inter-
national Film Festival 
special presentation 
on National Canadi-
an Film Day.

Beans, a 2020 fi lm by 
Mohawk-Canadian 
fi lmmaker Tracey 
Deer, explores the 
events of the 1990 
Kahnawake Mohawk 
reserves protest of the 
expansion of a golf 
course into a historic 
Mohawk cemetery by 
the surrounding town 
of Oka in Quebec. 

Deer lived through 
the events as a child, 
and the drama plays 
out through the eyes 
of a young Mohawk 
girl whose life was 
radically changed by 
these events.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Gimli International Film Festival executive director 

Teya Zuzek.

Students celebrate National Canadian Film Day at Gimli Theatre
Gimli Film Festival executive direc-

tor Teya Zuzek chose the fi lm for this 
year’s presentation due to its rele-
vance to the curriculum being taught.

The fi lm Beans is not just a capti-
vating story but also a valuable edu-
cational resource. It delves into top-
ics that are part of the social studies 
and history curriculum within the 
Evergreen School Division, off ering 
a unique opportunity for students to 

deepen their understanding of these 
events, explained Zuzek.

Beans premiered at the 2020 Toronto 
Film Festival and was second runner 
up for the Peoples’ Choice Award. 

Later, the fi lm won the 2021 Canadi-
an Screen Award for Best Picture, the 
John Dunning Best First Feature Film 
Award and Best Screenplay at the 
24th Quebec Cinema Awards in 2022.
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By Becca Myskiw
Arborg’s Reechka Ukrainian Dance 

Club stole the stage at the Brandon 
Troyanda School of Ukrainian Dance 
Festival.

Reechka performed 20 diff erent 
dances, ranging from solos to group 
numbers. Over 30 Reechka dancers 
ages 6 to 17 took the stage at the three-
day festival between April 12 and 14.

Brandon Troyanda School of Ukrai-
nian Dance Festival hosts over 900 
dancers and instructors from across 
the province every two years. It 
makes for an exciting event for all 
who attend.

Reechka dancer Sonya Dmitriieva, 
16, participated in her fi rst Brandon 
Troyanda School of Ukrainian Dance 
Festival, bringing home two silver 
medals for her Poltava and Hutsul 
dance groups.

Dmitriieva described herself as a 
dancer who “was made in Ukraine.” 

Although initially overwhelmed, 
the festival was extremely special for 
Dmitriieva because it made her feel 
close to home, she said. 

“This event is just a meeting of peo-
ple sharing their dance experiences 
and culture,” Dmitriieva said.

Her favourite aspect of the festival 
was the adjudication because it al-
lowed the dancers to identify areas 
where they can improve their skills, 
she said. 

Another exciting aspect was seeing 
Canadians connect with the Ukraini-
an culture through dance.

“It is simply fascinating how people 
can excel in their techniques and per-
formance over generations.”

She said she loves seeing Canadians 
gather and connect to her roots, add-
ing: “That’s valuable to me.” 

Dmitriieva will be aging out of the 
Reechka Ukrainian Dance Club next 
year. She said she is thankful for all 
the dance skills she has learned.

Collectively, the Reechka Ukrainian 
Dance Club earned one bronze medal, 
14 silver medals and fi ve gold medals 
for its routines. 

“We are really fortunate and did re-
ally well,” said Reechka Ukrainian 
Dance Club president Jenna Pearce.

Pearce explained that not every 
dance number gets a medal, but all 
of Reechka’s dances and performers 
went home with a medal around their 
neck.

The Brandon festival was the fi nal 
performance for Reechka dancers of 
the season. 

Reechka dancers were to conclude 
their season by celebrating their hard 
work with a spring tea at the Arborg 
Hall on April 21.

The dance club will commence 
classes for the 2024-2025 dance year 
in September.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Reechka Beginner dancers from left to right: Sophia, Emma, Elizabeth, Arina, 

Nataliya and Olivia getting ready to perform backstage at the Brandon Troyanda 

School of Ukrainian Dance Festival.

Intermediate and Junior dancers in their Hopak dance costumes. Row along 

wall from top to bottom: Chy, Carley, Deklynn, Leah, Lucia, Loa, Kylie, Kenley and 

Avery. Front row from top to bottom: Kyra, Addi, Tenleigh, Gage, Kyle, Harper, 

Leo and Davyd.Junior dancers performing their Hutsul dance where they received a silver medal.

Reechka Senior dancers from left to 

right: Klarissa, Courtney, Carissa, Sonya 

and Kylie.

Arborg’s Reechka dancers bring home hardware
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By Curling Canada
After three relatively stress-free vic-

tories to open the 2024 World Mixed 
Doubles Championship, Canada’s 
Kadriana Lott and Colton Lott were 
likely overdue to face some stress at 
the Oestersund Arena.

And it arrived in full force Monday 
afternoon against South Korea’s Ji-
yoon Kim and Byeongjin Jeong, who 
had the Canadian couple from Gimli 
in trouble for much of the fi rst half of 
the game.

But two crucial shots from Kadriana 
Lott — one in the fourth and one even 
better in the fi fth — turned the tide 

as Canada improved to 4-0 with a 6-4 
victory over South Korea (1-3).

The win left Canada tied for top spot 
in Group A with the home-country fa-
vourites Isabella Wrana and Rasmus 
Wrana, with Becca Hamilton and 
Matt Hamilton of the United States 
close behind at 3-1.

The Lotts fell behind 3-0 through 
three ends after South Korea took sin-
gles in each of them — forced to one 
in the fi rst, and steals in the second 
and third, with Kadriana Lott barely 
missing a pair of hard runback take-
outs that led to South Korean points.

But in the fourth, Canada rallied to 
score three, with Kadriana Lott mak-
ing a wonderful draw to tie the game.

An end later, the husband-and-
wife tandem had to decide between 
Kadriana Lott throwing a guard or 
attempting a diffi  cult takeout to re-
move a South Korean shot stone that 
was only a sliver exposed, that would 
leave Canada sitting two.

They chose the latter option, and it 
paid off  handsomely as Kim was light 
on her last-shot draw and Canada 
stole a deuce and took a lead it would 
never surrender.

“That was, by far, probably the 
game-changing shot,” said Colton 
Lott. “We could have guarded their 
draw and let them have one, but I 
think we were both feeling that pick 
because it really puts them in a tough 
situation, and then Kadriana execut-
ed phenomenally.”

It certainly removed any lingering 
bad taste from missing the two run-
backs earlier in the game.

“Yeah, I think it defi nitely kick-

started me, for sure,” said Kadriana 
Lott, who remains the highest-ranked 
female player in the 20-team fi eld 
with a cumulative average of 90.7 per 
cent through four games; next best is 
Switzerland’s Briar Schwaller-Huerli-
mann at 80.8 per cent. “Missing those 
last shots and in the fi rst couple ends 
doesn’t put you in the greatest mind-
set. But I know I can hit so it was great 
to make that one.”

After cruising to three wins to open 
the event, there was something to be 
said for getting some pushback from 

an opponent, said Kadriana Lott.
“It was good for us,” she said. “I 

mean, it was a slow start but we’ve 
done it before. We know we can come 
back with a few good, key shots in the 
last little bit and we did just that and 
we came out strong for the win.”

“For sure,” agreed Colton Lott. 
“Playing all eight ends and being 
in that tight of a game really gets us 
even more engaged in what we’re do-
ing, and it prepares us for the end of 
the week.”

Canada returned to action with a 
pair of games on Tuesday against 
Scotland’s Sophie Jackson and Dun-
can McFadzean and against Sweden 
in a battle of unbeatens. (No scores 
were available at press time).

The Lotts will take on China at 2 p.m. 
on Thursday before hitting the ice for 
the fi nal two games of the round-
robin series on Friday. They will play 
Australia at 10 a.m. and the United 
States at 6 p.m. (All Eastern time). 

World Curling’s live-streaming plat-
form The Curling Channel will be the 
only way to watch games from the 
World Mixed Doubles Champion-
ship, with all sheets being shown.

For Team Canada updates, go to 
www.curling.ca. Follow on Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook.

EXPRESS PHOTOS WORLD CURLING/CÉLINE STUCKI
Colton Lott and Kadriana Lott remained perfect with a big 6-4 win over the South 

Korea on Monday morning.

Kadriana Lott  executed a diffi  cult takeout to remove a South Korean shot stone 

in the fi fth end Monday that left Canada sitting two.

Team Lott/Lott keeps Canada on perfect pace at world mixed doubles

AA Meetings in Ashern
Open Meeting

Time: 6-7pm Fridays 
Starting Friday March 3rd.

Location: #11 2nd Ave North
-Pioneer Manor

( beside the main door entrance 
of Pioneer Manor)

Contact AAMBCO@mts.net

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Erikesdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

All ages welcome.



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

SCRAP METAL
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.

EQUIPMENT
2 Halliburton 4000 US 
gal. trailers, $2600 
each; 1 model 2500 
Burmingham pile driv-
er; lge. culverts – 5’x 
20’ & smaller; 2 fi bre-
glass tanks, 12,500 
gal. each. Phone 431-
737-6441.

SEED
Certifi ed #1 Algonquin 
alfalfa seed for sale, 
99.9% pure, 50 lb. 
bags, inoculated. Call 
Carla Shergold at 204-
298-4099.

FARMLAND
FOR SALE

160 acres located in 
RM of Bifrost Riverton. 
Description NE16-24-
2E. Phone 204-750-
2281.

FEED & SEED/
AGRICULTURAL

FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clo-
ver, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Star City, 
SK. Birch Rose Acres 
Ltd. 306-921-9942

LIVESTOCK
Black Angus yearling 
bull. Bull Sire – Ham-
ilton Farms HF Roper 
27F. Moderate frame. 
Semen tested. Deliv-
ery available. For more 
information call 1-204-
861-0126, Teulon, MB.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Tollak Place has 1 & 2 
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street. 
Spacious suites, with 
F/S, A/C, storage 
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are 
included, parking is 
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55 
plus bldg., river view 
apts. with central air, 
F/S, DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi  ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-
ITY.

HELP WANTED
Yard staff  needed for 
Winnipeg Livestock. 
P/T leading to F/T. 
Includes weekdays, 
evenings & weekends. 
Cattle experience an 
asset but not neces-
sary. Willing to train. 
Ph Melissa at 204-299-
7509.

TUTORING AND 
INSTRUCTION

INTERLAKE REGION-
AL TUTORING BY 
RETIRED CERTIFIED 
LANGUAGE TEACH-
ER. 40 YEARS OF EX-
PERIENCE. ENGLISH 
& ESL/EAL, SPANISH 
– ALL LEVELS, OTHER 
LANGUAGES. IN PER-
SON INSTRUCTION. 
CALL 204-390-8101.

WATER TREATMENT
Goodwater softeners. 
Iron removers. Pres-
sure tanks. Reverse 
osmosis systems, 
$275. Replacement 
Polyspun $3.50, car-
bon $7.50 fi lters. All 
sizes water fi lters. 
Softener Res Care 
cleaner, 1 gallon, $29. 
All Seasons 204-661-
8581.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? LS Airways Flight 
Academy is the most 
aff ordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial certif-
icates. We off er fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

Please support 
our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL

204-467-5836

News Tips? 
204-467-5836
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RECYCLING NOTICE
FOR MAY / 2024

Riverdale Place Workshop Inc.
Will not be picking up recycling
On the below mentioned dates.

Tues. May 7 
 at Arborg curbside pickup
Thurs. May 9 
 at Riverton curbside pickup
Tues. May 21 
 at Arborg curbside pickup
Thurs. May 23 
 at Riverton curbside pickup

The Workshop will be closed 
on Mon. May 20

Victoria Day
Please rinse your containers
Thank you for Recycling

 Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0
Tel: 204-372-6393, Fax: 204-372-8470

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Town of Fisher Branch is 

seeking a Town Gardener for the 
2024 Summer Season! 
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  MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON
CAREER OPPORTUNITY
FINANCE CLERK

The Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton is inviting applications 
for the permanent, full-time position of Finance Clerk.
Job Summary:
The Finance Clerk is responsible for ensuring municipal 

municipal services to ratepayers. The Finance Clerk reports 

accounts receivable.

Manitoba CMMA program (or willingness to enroll) will be 

policies are available on the municipal website.

cover letter.

Tanis Wyant, CMMA

Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton

bifrostriverton@mymts.net

  MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON

PUBLIC NOTICE
2024 FINANCIAL PLAN

Public Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 162(2) 
of The Municipal Act that the Council of the Municipality of 
Bifrost-Riverton shall hold a Public Hearing to present the 

Thursday, May 9th, 2024 at 9:15 A.M. 

329 River Road, Arborg, MB 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to allow any interested 
person to make representation, ask questions or register an 
objection in respect to the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton’s 

Copies of the Financial Plan will be available Monday, May 

Larissa Love

Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
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Town of Winnipeg Beach 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
  2024 FINANCIAL PLAN 
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to sub-
section 162(2) of The Municipal Act, the Council of the Town 

Winnipeg Beach, MB on MONDAY, MAY 6, 2024
The purpose of this hearing is to allow any interested 
person to make representation, ask questions or register an 

Interested parties may also submit questions, concerns or 

Sharon Desiatnyk, cmma

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

NNOOTTIICCEE OOFF
PPUUBBLLIICC HHEEAARRIINNGG

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter(s):

THE MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON BY-LAW NO. 1-2024
Being an amendment to the RM of Bifrost Zoning By-law No. 04-2011, as amended.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

HEARING Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
LOCATION: Council Chambers

329 River Road, Arborg, MB

DATE & May 9, 2024
TIME: 9:00 am

APPLICATION: RMB-24-01R

AFFECTED Pt. Lot 45 in 22-2 EPM
AREA: Being Lot 1, Plan 49365 WLTO

Roll 54910

GENERAL To rezone an area in the
INTENT: Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton 

from "MG" Industrial General 
Zone to “CH” Commercial 
Highway Zone, to accommodate 
a subdivision for a hotel currently 
under construction.

FOR Nancy Thom, CAO/Development Officer
INFO Eastern Interlake Planning District
CONTACT: 62 – 2nd Avenue  PO Box 1758 Gimli, MB R0C 1B0

Ph:  204-642-5478   Fax:  204-642-4061   
Email:  eipd@mymts.net Website:  www.interlakeplanning.com

___________________________________________________________________________________

A copy of the proposal and supporting material may be provided upon request to the contact person mentioned above.  

Please note, if you are within a 100m radius you will receive this notice in the mail 
that will include the proposal and supporting material.    

UPCOMING EVENTS
JOIN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST PROSTATE 
CANCER. RIDE DAY – 
SATURDAY, MAY 25, 
2024. 10 a.m. start – 
Earls Polo Park (Winni-
peg). Visit: ridefordad.
ca/manitoba to regis-
ter or make a pledge.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.
–––––––––––––––––––– 

WANTED
WANTED: Buying 
estates, contents of 
homes, farms, barns, 
sheds, garages, etc. 
Buying most anything 
old & interesting! 
TEXT/PHONE: 204-
918-1607. “Junkies 
Estate, Salvage, An-
tiques & Oddities.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
NEED STAFF? SELL-
ING SOMETHING? 
Have your blanket 
classifi ed ads seen 
in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Now booking winter 
and spring advertis-
ing for 2024. Please 

Call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.
com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

��������	
�����������	����������������
������������������������� �����

Career Opportunity in Arborg
Parts, Salesperson

CONT. ON NEXT COL.

Call  204-467-5836

See Us for Everything you need to See Us for Everything you need to 
promote promote your businessyour business

204-467-5836
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca
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  MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
SEASONAL GRAVEL CHECKER (Full time or Part time) 
The Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton is seeking a summer 
seasonal gravel checker (Full time or Part time) 
Essential Duties and Responsibilities
-Responsible for staking the dust control areas 
-Responsible for gravel checking during the dust control and 
maintenance graveling program throughout the year.
-The gravel checker is to instruct and direct the gravel 
contractor with the amounts of gravel needed and the 
locations within the Municipality.  
-Typical working schedule is Monday to Friday
-Self-motivated and the ability to work independently  
-Other duties as assigned  
Resumes will be accepted by the undersigned. 
Jason Comeau, Public Works Manager
Box 70, 329 River Road
Arborg, MB R0C 0A0
Ph: 204-376-2391
Email: pwbifrost@mymts.net

 

The Town of Arborg is accepting applications for Summer 
Employment with the   Public Works Department.
Must be 16 – 24 years of age and possess a valid Driver 
License. Main duties will include maintenance of public green 
spaces and other Public Works projects as needed. 
Applications submitted by May 24th, 2024 to: 
Town of Arborg    
Email: townofarborg@mymts.net
PO Box 159 Arborg MB R0C 0A0  
In person: 337 River Road

We thank all applicants for their interest however, 
only those selected for interviews will be contacted.

TOWN OF ARBORG
SUMMER 

EMPLOYMENT
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ReVolution ReVolution 
TrailersTrailers
Spring 

Readiness 
Special

Inspect tires, brakes, 
suspension, travel lights, 
LP, CO2 & Smoke alarms, 

roof and trim sealant, 
repack wheel bearings 

$269 single, $319 dual

1480 Spring� eld Rd
Winnipeg, MB

www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call Now:
204-955-7377

GRASS CUTTING
The Rural Municipality of Fisher is inviting tenders 
for grass cutting at:

Please state price per cut in the tender.
- Applicant is to supply own equipment and fuel.
- Applicant to be 18 years of age or over.
- Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
Submit sealed envelope marked 

 to:  
Rural Municipality of Fisher
Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0

 for tenders is .

204-372-6393.

 Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0
Tel: 204-372-6393, Fax: 204-372-8470

NOTICE OF TENDER

Eddie’s Gravel Supply Ltd. is Hiring

Heavy Truck/Trailer/Equipment Repair

Experience required
204-389-2023

info@eddiesgravel.com
102086 Hwy #9, Wpg Beach, MB

MECHANIC/ 
SHOP HELP

Classifi ed booking deadline is Classifi ed booking deadline is 
Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s 

publication publication Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836
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Evergreen School Division has the following 2024-2025 term 

Gimli High School 1.0FTE Humanities
Gimli High School 1.0FTE Various Subjects / Roles TBD

Closing Date: April 29, 2024

• Experience teaching in the Humanities
•  Ability/desire to develop strong relationships with students 

•  A willingness / ability to be involved in the extra-curricular 
life of the school

• Experience with a variety of learning needs

•  Commitment to involvement in a highly collaborative school 
culture

•  Knowledge and experience in current instructional / 
assessment practice

complete with resume, three references and necessary 

For information about Evergreen School Division and an 
overview of our schools and school programs, please visit 

We wish to thank all applicants for their interest, however, 

Employment will be subject to satisfactory criminal record 

Evergreen School Division
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Evergreen School Division has the following 2024-2025 

3, 2024 (possibility of orientation term May to June 2024)
Arborg and Riverton Schools 1.0FTE Band Teacher

Gr. 7 – 12 Band (may include choral; additional or alternative 
instrumental/musical programming may be considered)
Closing Date: April 29, 2024 or until a suitable candidate is found

assessment practices
•  Ability/desire to develop strong relationships with students 

life of the school

•  Commitment to involvement in a highly collaborative 
school culture

assessment practice

complete with resume, three references and necessary 

applytoeducation.com.
For information about Evergreen School Division and an 
overview of our schools and school programs, please visit 
our website at www.esd.ca.
We wish to thank all applicants for their interest, however, 
only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. 
Employment will be subject to satisfactory criminal record 
and child abuse registry checks. Please note that reasonable 
accommodations are available to applicants with disabilities. 
Please advise us of your needs.
Evergreen School Division may contact former employers.

Evergreen School Division
Arborg and Riverton Schools 

1.0FTE Band Teacher

 

COLLECTION AND REMOVAL OF REFUSE

Town of Arborg

TOWN OF ARBORG
INVITATION FOR 

PROPOSALS

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Excessively 

theatrical actors
  5. Footwear
 10. A way to disfi gure
 14. Exchange rate
 15. Hawaiian wreaths
 16. North-central 

Indian city
 17. Bungle
 18. Extremely angry
 19. A short note of 

what’s owed
 20. Criminal 

organization
 22. Mimic
 23. Try to grab
 24. U.S.-born 

individuals
 27. Some are covert
 30. Order of the 

British Empire
 31. Don’t know when 

yet
 32. Payment (abbr.)
 35. Winged angelic 

being
 37. Variety of Chinese
 38. A way to be 

anxious
 39. Famed wrestler 

Hulk
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. Slang for sergeant
 42. Canadian fl yers
 43. Actress Ryan
 44. Highly unpleasant 

vapor
 45. Body part
 46. Halfway
 47. Cool!
 48. Consume
 49. Salts
 52. Upper bract of a 

fl oret of grass
 55. Housepet
 56. Cavalry-sword
 60. Symbol of a nation
 61. Frocks
 63. Used to carry food
 64. Portuguese folk 

song
 65. Sharp mountain 

ridge
 66. Ireland
 67. Where golfers 

begin
 68. Greek 

mythological 
sorceress

 69. Fluid suspensions

  CLUES DOWN
  1. “Mad Men” leading 

man
  2. Water (Spanish)
  3. Annoy
  4. Bulgarian capital
  5. Japanese title
  6. Capital of 

Zimbabwe
  7. Giraffe
  8. A mixture of 

substances 
  9. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

 10. Staffs
 11. Turkish title
 12. Type of acid
 13. Thin, fl at strip of 

wood
 21. Russian river
 23. Ribonucleic acid
 25. Partner to fl ow
 26. Airborne (abbr.)
 27. Earthy pigment
 28. Genus of earless 

seals
 29. “Key to the 

Highway” 
bluesman

 32. By or in itself
 33. Hot fl uid below the 

earth’s surface
 34. Partner to trick
 36. British Air Aces
 37. Ammunition
 38. Supervises fl ying
 40. Health care for the 

aged
 41. Flanks
 43. Millimeters
 44. Where wrestlers 

perform
 46. Not around
 47. Flightless bird
 49. Bell-shaped 

fl owers of the lily 
family

 50. Expressed 
concern for

 51. Satisfi es
 52. Flew off!
 53. Wings
 54. Load a ship
 57. Vigor
 58. British title
 59. Whiskeys
 61. __ Adams: 

founding father
 62. Body of water

Please support our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL
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CARD OF THANKS

In Loving Memory
Jack Steven Mann

March 10, 1953 - April 2, 2024
The family would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you for the exceptional care that Jack 
was given by Dr. Roos at the Rossburn Clinic, 
Dr. Sandhawalia and the nursing staff  at 
the Brandon General Hospital and also the 
Assiniboine Center.
We would like to express appreciation and 
gratitude for all the kind words, prayers, hugs, 
and food that was given and to the people who 
attended Jack’s Celebration of Life, travelling 
near and far. Thank you to the people who 
gave donations to the Rossburn PCH and the 
Expanding Community Cancer Care Russell. 
A sincere thank you to Father Paul Bisson for 
his beautiful service and to our grandchildren 
for being the urnbearer and honourary 
pallbearers. A special thank you to N&L 
Restaurant, along with their staff  for their 
delicious hot meal. Thank you Rick Tom and 
staff  at Rae’s Funeral Home for their comfort 
and guidance during this diffi  cult time.

We love you.
Rest in peace Jack 

CARD OF THANKS

Thank you from
Cubby Barrett’s Family

Our family would like to express our sincere 
appreciation and thanks to everyone for 
the incredible generosity and outpouring of 
condolences we received. The gifts of food 
when we did not feel like cooking were greatly 
appreciated. The phone calls, messages, and 
cards were touching and created smiles during 
an otherwise very sad time for us. We were 
absolutely astounded by all those who joined 
us to celebrate a life well lived. The choir was 
beyond compare and a pleasure to listen to. 
In addition, the funeral took place without 
issue due to the guidance and expertise of 
Archdeacon Reverend Mawejje, the Fisher 
Funeral Home and Broad Valley Catering.
Words cannot express how your acts of 
kindness impacted all of us.  All we can say is 
Thank You one and all.

-Rosie and Bernice, Debbie,
Doug, Karl, Kris,
and our families

GRASS CUTTING
The Rural Municipality of Fisher is inviting tenders 
for grass cutting at:

Town of Broad Valley
Town of Hodgson

Please state price per cut in the tender and provide 
separate tenders for each town.
- Applicant is to supply own equipment and fuel.
- Applicant to be 18 years of age or over.
- Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
Submit sealed envelope marked “Tender Grass 
Cutting” for each location to:
Rural Municipality of Fisher
Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0

Deadline for tenders is 4:00 p.m. April 30, 2024.

204-372-6393.
Maps provided upon request. 

 Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0
Tel: 204-372-6393, Fax: 204-372-8470

NOTICE OF TENDER

GRASS CUTTING
The Rural Municipality of Fisher is inviting tenders for 
grass cutting at:

Interlake Forestry Centre in Hodgson 
Please state price per cut in the tender.
- Applicant is to supply own equipment and fuel.
- Applicant to be 18 years of age or over.
- Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
Submit sealed envelope marked “Tender Grass 
Cutting-Forestry Centre” to:
Rural Municipality of Fisher
Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB  R0C 0Z0

Deadline for tenders is 4:00 p.m., April 30, 2024.

204-372-6393.
Maps provided upon request. 

 Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0
Tel: 204-372-6393, Fax: 204-372-8470

NOTICE OF TENDER

BIRTHDAY

Matteo Thomas
Happy 12th Birthday

April 28th
-Love Grandpa Lorne Thomas

and family

IN MEMORIAM

Brian J. Ducharme
October 19, 1943 – April 27, 2023

We think about you always,
We think about you still;
You have never been forgotten,
And you never will.

-Love your family,
Wife Bertie,

Cathy, Chris, Jack, Sarah
Kayla, Alex, Morgan

Green Team
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

in the Gimli Area

May through August (2)
or

July and August (2)
GROUND KEEP ASSISTANTS

Grass Cutting
Weed Wacking
Tree Trimming

Building Repair and Painting
General Maintainence

AT
“VESELKA SUMMER CAMP”

Contact: Ian McCarron – 204-223-5595
jimccarron@gmail.com

Bill Duschak – 204-918-5926
or billduschak@gmail.com

PRE-HIRING 
ASPHALT FOREMAN 
AND OPERATORS/ 

LABOURERS 
Competitive Wages, 

Lift 50lbs
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

Please contact us at 
204-389-2023 or send resume to 

info@eddiesgravel.com

CLASS 1 END 
DUMP DRIVERS
Must have a valid license 

Competitive wages • Mechanically inclined
info@eddiesgravel.com

204-389-2023
102086 Hwy 9, Wpg Beach, MB

EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

Please support our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL
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WE THANK ALL CANDIDATES FOR THEIR INTEREST, HOWEVER, 
ONLY THOSE SELECTED TO CONTINUE IN THE SELECTION PROCESS WILL BE CONTACTED.

Join our Team, Now hiring 
for the following positions:

 
Arborg Food Store:

• Full Time Grocery Supervisor
• Full time/Part time/Student team members

 
Arborg Gas Bar:

• Full time/Part time/Student team members
 

Some of the benefi ts Interlake Co-op offers:

• Excellent benefi ts and pension plan

• Staff purchase incentive plan

• Competitive wages

• Great work environment

Join a team that strives to make a positive difference 
in our members’ lives

 Apply at:
Foodstoremgr@interlakecoop.com 204-376-5271 Jeff Pearce

gasbar@interlakecoop.com 204-376-2349 Andrea Masiak

www.interlakeco-op.crs
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For more information call 
Ken at (204) 376-2418 

or (204) 641-3788
KLCC Charolais, Arborg

OBITUARY

George Francis Whiteway
January 29th, 1945 – April 14th, 2024

George passed away at his home suddenly on April 14th, 2024. 
He was born in Berens River, MB.

He is predeceased by his parents Charles and Sarah Whiteway; 
his siblings Ernest, Isla, Kay, Eileen, Fred, Carl and Mike.

He is survived by his spouse of over 40 years Josie Bruce; and 
his children George (Nicole), Shirley (Brent), James (Nicole); his 
sister Gertrude and younger brother Jerry; his stepchildren Gail, 
Garry, Susan and Glenda; his 16 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

As a young man George became wheelsman on the MS Kenora 
and a logger cutting pulp wood. Then pursued a career as a Heavy 
Equipment Operator and later a foreman for Erickson Construction.

He was known for his strength, skill and ability and one time even 
lifted a car off  a neighbor, saving his life. He was a man of few words, Jets hockey fan, kind, 
humble, very smart, and one of the best dozer operators.

It was George’s wish to not have a funeral, but a private Celebration of Life which will be held 
at a later date, as well as the burial of his ashes.

The family wishes to off er sincere thanks and appreciation for the aid and sympathy of all their 
friends and neighbours.

I made it home.
I just wanted to let you all know that I made it home. The journey wasn’t an easy one, but it didn’t 

take too long. Everything is so pretty here, so white, so fresh and new. I wish that you all could 
close your eyes and that you can see it too. Please try not to be sad for me. Try and understand 
God is taking care of me……. I’m in the shelter of his hands. Here there is no sadness, no sorrow, 
and no pain. Here there is no crime and I’ll never hurt again. Here it is so peaceful when all the 
angels sing. I really have to go for now. I’ve just got to try my wings.

PS. I’ll be the fi rst face you see when you get here.
Tributes: www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Carol Puchailo
Carol will be lovingly remembered as an exceptional mother, 

sister, daughter, friend and extraordinary nurse practitioner who 
built a legacy of love, mindfulness and curiosity. Carol’s life was 
full of spontaneity, spirituality, wanderlust, family, friends, laughter 
and tea. Riverton was her home and her friends and community 
her extended family.

Carol was born to Adeline and Syd Puchailo and grew up on 
the family farm with her older sister Stephanie, younger siblings 
Andrea and Andrew, and together they had countless adventures 
in play and chores. Throughout school, Carol achieved excellent 
grades and discovered her passion for basketball. She took up 
refereeing and coaching, and years later would coach her own 
daughter, Sonja.

Carol attained a Bachelor of Nursing at the University of 
Manitoba and during her 26 year nursing career Carol’s resume grew extensively: Street Nurse 
at Nine Circles, Northern Nursing in Tadoule Lake, Public Health in Regina, Community Health 
in Riverton, attained a masters in the Advanced Nurse Practitioner Program at the University of 
Athabasca, NP at Percy Moore, agency nurse and as a Nurse Practice Specialist with CRNM. 
Carol cared deeply for her patients and advocated for every one of them to receive the best care 
possible.

Carol, and her ex-partner Asi, welcomed their daughter Sonja in 2007 and their son, Kristofer in 
2009. Carol encouraged imagination and play, nurtured their athletic and musical endeavours and 
attended as many games and recitals as she could. Carol is proud of her children; their kindness, 
talents, intellect, humour and warm personalities. Sonja and Kris, are by far her greatest joy.

Left to celebrate her life well-lived are her children Sonja and Kristofer, father Syd, siblings 
Stephanie (Randy), Andrea (Brad) and Andy and nephew Nicholas.

She was predeceased by her mother Adeline, grandparents Margaret and Steve Bomak and 
Antoinette and William Puchailo and Auntie Florence and Uncle Tony Chubey and Uncle Brad 
Bomak.

Should friends so desire, donations in memory of Carol may be made your local food bank or 
to the trust fund for Sonja and Kris Asmundsson at Fusion Credit Union, Box 369, Gilbert Plains, 
MB R0L 0Y0.

Love always and forgive often.
Thank you, words cannot express how grateful we are for all the love, care and support Carol 

received through her struggles, during her fi nal months and that we have received as a family 
since her passing. Your kindness and generosity will always be remembered.

-Sonja, Kris, Syd, Steph, Andrea and Andy
A Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, March 23, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. from Watson Art Center 

in Dauphin, MB.
Sneath-Strilchuk -Dauphin Chapel

204-638-4110 
www.sneathstrilchuk.com

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Remember Remember Your Your 
Loved Loved OnesOnes 

with an with an Announcement in theAnnouncement in the 

Gilbart Funeral Home, Selkirk in care of arrangements. 
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MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME ARBORG
(204) 467-0024  •  info@mackenziefh.com

MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME ARBORG
(204) 467-0024  •  info@mackenziefh.com
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OBITUARY OBITUARY

Bruce Albert Moore
August 9, 1938 – April 13, 2024

It is with heavy hearts that we are announcing the passing of our 
father, grandfather, friend, Bruce Albert Moore on April 13, 2024 
with his wife of 60 years plus and daughter Kelly by his side at the 
Stonewall Hospital.

Bruce was born August 9, 1938 in the small town of Teulon, 
Manitoba. At the age of seven, he moved with his parents Albert 
and Leona Moore to Inwood, Manitoba where he grew up on the 
farm.

Bruce eventually took over the farm, to make it his own along 
with his siblings, Norman, Merle, Marilyn, Darlene, Cathy and 
Brian. When Bruce was in his 20’s he met his soon to be wife, 
Lynne Margaret Olson, they were married August 10, 1963. Soon 
after their marriage they decided to start a family, with oldest son 

Curtis, daughter Kelly and son Darcy. 
Bruce’s passion was dairy cattle, and beef cattle which he did fulltime until 1997 when he sold 

his dairy herd, continuing with the beef herd until he decided to retire in 2018.
Dad and Mom decided it was time to sell the farm, and moved to Inwood, this is where they 

reside until today. 
Bruce will be sadly missed by his wife Lynne of 60 years plus; his children along with their 

spouses: Curtis and Maria, Kelly and Randy, Darcy and Lenore and granddaughter Veta Rae 
Moore.

Bruce was predeceased by his parents Albert and Leona Moore, brother Norman, brother-in-
law Jack Palen.

Left to mourn are his four sisters and one brother, Merle and Lloyd of Carman, MB., Marilyn 
Palen of Teulon, MB., Darlene and Ed of Steinbach, MB., Cathy and partner Joey of Winnipeg, 
MB. and Brian and Teresa of Inwood, MB., and his favorite aunty Irene Corrigal of Teulon, MB. 
He will be missed by numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, close friends and neighbors, to many 
to mention.

Private graveside service will be held by family, with a Celebration of Life for family, friends and 
neighbors at a later date.

If friends so desire, memorial donations may be made to the Heart & Stroke Foundation, 1200 
– 2300 Yonge St, Box 2414, Toronto, Ontario, M4P 1E4 or the Canadian Diabetes Association, 
1300 – 522 University Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5G 2R5.

The family of Bruce Moore would like to send a very big thank you 
to Dr. Zahiri, medical staff  of the Stonewall Hospital for their kindness, 
compassion and most of all the jokes and antics they had with Bruce 
right until the very end, when he peacefully left us.

Olive Julia Thorvaldson (nee Chomokovski)
Peacefully, Olive Julia (nee Chomokovski) Thorvaldson drew her 

last breath at the age of 93 on April 17, 2024 at the Arborg Personal 
Care Home. 

A one-of-a-kind social butterfl y, Olive was a gem. She chose joy, 
gratitude and happiness over ruminating over life’s hardships and 
struggles. She forgave because life was indeed short; she wanted 
to smell the beautiful fl owers of her world and she did.  

Born in Winnipeg on November 25, 1930 at the old Grace Hospital, 
Olive is the daughter of Ksenia Szlapak and Max Chomokovski, 
who came to Canada in 1916 from Ukraine. Ksenia and Max were 
one of the fi rst to homestead in the Okno-Rosenberg area north 
of Arborg.

Olive was one of nine kids who grew up a log cabin, in the 
time of horse and buggy. She had six brothers and two sisters. 

“Auntie Olive” was a positive infl uence in so many people’s lives, including her many nieces and 
nephews. Her kindness made a diff erence.

After attending Rosenberg School, Olive moved to Winnipeg in 1950 were she worked at a 
sewing factory for about a year. She grew up listening to “old-time” country music along the lines 
of The Carter Family and Dolly Parton. She loved to sing; she knew how to harmonize and yodel. 
Beginning in 1952 she began singing semi-professionally with Art McEwing’s Farmer Fiddlers on 
CKRC radio for several years. She also sang on The Western Hour as a guest on CJOB. Olive 
was proud of her voice and would add an autoharp as an instrument she played. She also had a 
fondness for traditional blue grass music.

Olive loved to entertain. She made many friends through her love of curling and bowling. 
She enjoyed collecting fi ne China tea cups, she sold Avon cosmetics, she was always learning 
everything there was to know about Queen Elizabeth. Every Boxing Day she always served 
her fi ne Icelandic dessert called vinarterta for those who would gather yearly for her annual 
come-and-go fest on Lipton. When you visited her west end home, you could always count 
on CBC-radio playing in the kitchen, with a large hoya plant looming large and blooming. She 
would always off er guests to stay for a pot of tea and dainty. She grew beautiful African violets 
and geraniums and was an accomplished gardener. When she came to visit, she always made 
sure your plants were watered and if you needed help pruning tomatoes, she was there. She 
loved strawberry picking and making visits to the lake country in the summer. She had a special 
fondness for a karaoke. Olive enjoyed making fl oral arrangements and crafts.

In 1957, Olive began working as a machine operator at Christie Brown and Co. on Notre Dame 
Avenue until the plant closed in 1977. After taking some time off , she decided to work as a 
homecare attendant with the provincial government. She provided needed home care to elderly 
people who could stay in their own homes but needed help with med reminders, cooking and 
cleaning. She retired in 1992, after open-heart surgery and then shortly thereafter she moved into 
a seniors block on Burnell.

In 2017, when Olive’s own health required more support, her family moved her to a personal 
care home in Arborg, where her life had begun all those years ago. Her life came to a full circle.

Olive’s funeral will be held Thursday, April 25 at 11 a.m. at the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Arborg, with interment at the Okno Cemetery.

She was predeceased by parents Max (1981), Ksenia (1987); brothers John (1988), Steve 
(1997), Peter (1974), Walter (2014), Paul (2010), Martin (2000); sister Anne (2010); sisters-in-law: 
Carol (2007), Kay (2020), Minnie (2018), brother-in-law Thor Stefanson (2002); nephews Rodney 
Chomokovski (1976) and Randall Stefanson (2009); nieces Lisa Graves (2021) and Susan Lampel 
(2023).

Olive is survived by sister Rose, sisters-in-law Olga and Doris. Auntie Olive’s nieces and 
nephews include: Richard (Marie) Chomokovski; Irene (Frank) Thomas; Darrell Chomokovski, 
Ken (Kathy); Cathy (Craig) Smith; Charlene (Burke) Okrainec; Patricia (Larry) Allardyce; Murray 
(Dafnah) Chomokovski; Janet (Morgan) Stromsmoe; George (Donna) Chomokovski; Gary (Joanne) 
Chomokovski; Grace Williams; Linda Chomokovski and Sonya Lampel. Olive was also great 
auntie to Steven, Patrick (Anysley), Derrick (Alexa) Chomokovski; Etan and Enya Chomokovski; 
Ksenia and Alexi Stromsmoe; Holly and Jennifer Chomokovski; Michael, Amber Chomokovski 
and step-son Zac and Colleen and Nadine Williams. She was also the two times great “auntie” 
to Sarah Thomas, Erin Okrainec, Lisa and Adam Stefanson; Wade and Kayla Chomokovski; 
Stephanie and Chelsey; Everett and Adelaide; and Leo, Annika and Olive, who was named after 
her.

Thank you to the wonderful staff  at the Arborg Personal Care home for their excellent care to 
Olive over the years.

The family requests no fl owers. If so desired, please consider make a donation in Olive’s 
memory to the Arborg Personal Care Home, Box 10, Arborg, R0C 0A0. 

OBITUARY

Donalaine (Donna) Massier
April 24, 1944 – November 20, 2023

Peacefully, with her children and grandchildren by her side, Donna passed away at the Gimli 
Hospital on November 20, 2023.

A Celebration of Life will be held on April 27, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. at the Winnipeg Beach Legion.
Donations can be made to the Winnipeg Beach Legion, Bayview Evangelical Church or to 

CancerCare.

OBITUARY

Walter Kwasiuk
September 12, 1933 – April 13, 2024

On April 13th, Dad passed away peacefully in his sleep. 
He is survived by his beloved wife Irene; son Lenny; sisters Emily 

Deneka, Jean Lewicki, and Francis (Walter) Chobotar; nieces and 
nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents Stefan and Maria Kwasiuk, 
parents-in-law Peter and Mary Krupnik; sister Nettie (Paul) 
Smolinski; and brother-in-law Metro Deneka.

Dad was born in Ledwyn, Manitoba on September 12, 1933. He 
attended Tarno School. He married Mom on September 3, 1955 
and moved to Sioux Lookout, Ontario where he was employed in 
the transfer business and grocery store.

Dad and Mom then bought his parents’ farm where they carried 
on a mixed farming operation. Dad liked to take on an active role in 

his community. He served on the Tarno School Board, Arborg Co-op Board and was a councillor 
for 27 years for the R.M. of Bifrost, where he served on various committees and boards, and as 
Deputy Reeve for a while. He was always happy to see improvements in the rural community.

Dad really enjoyed farming and was an avid deer hunter and fi sherman. He enjoyed travelling 
through the countryside and he and Mom took many trips together throughout the U.S., Canada 
and a couple into Mexico.

After retiring, he and Mom moved to Arborg where they enjoyed their daily morning coff ee with 
their friends at the Arborg Co-op or Chicken Chef.

During fi shing season, they were regulars at Hnausa dock, always enjoying the day. Dad was a 
hard worker and a wonderful role model.

We would especially like to thank all the staff  at the Arborg Hospital, Mary Thorarinson Assisted 
Living and the Arborg PCH for all their incredible care and kindness during Dad’s stays there.

In lieu of fl owers, a donation can be made to the Parkinson’s Society or a charity of your choice.
Funeral service was held on Tuesday, April 23rd at 11:00 a.m. at Silver Hall, Silver, Manitoba.

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts

204-886-0404
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• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

Advertising that Works! Advertising that Works! 
To place your To place your BIZ CARDBIZ CARD 

call 204-467-5836call 204-467-5836

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836
R.S. SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sales - Installations - Service
Help With Bell TV and Internet & 
Shaw Direct Satellite Systems.

Russell  204-376-2757
Arborg, MB

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-641-5266
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

120B Center Ave W. 
Gimli 204-641-2526
Cars, SUV and Trucks for sale

Priced from $5,000 and up
Financing 
Available!

Can deliver anywhere 
in the Interlake. 

Ph: 204-372-8501

NEW OR 
USED 
SEA 

CONTAINERS 
FOR SALE 

20’ or 40’

Grain & Fertilizer 
Hauling

Hauling Available for 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Harley @ 204-494-0824
Jerry @ 204-280-6261

wheathilltransport@gmail.com

Need 
help 

getting 
your 

fingers 
going...GU

IT
AR
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Call/Text (807) 464-2690 Or email your contact information 
and queries to JfBrose4music@gmail.com
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We’ve got you
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BizBiz CardsCards
Get T he 

Job Done! SHERLOCK
TREE REMOVAL

Licensed Arborists
Fully Insured – Claim Free

30 years Experience

Vince
861-0487
Darren
861-0028

Pruning • Stump Grinding • Chipper

ALICEROOFING LTD.

Complete Roofi ng Service
• Residential 
• Agricultural

Licensed & Insured
www.aliceroofi ng.ca 204-757-9092
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GRASS-FINISHED BEEF

Jackfishcreekfarm.com
204-467-8510  jackfishcreekfarm@gmail.com

  Balmoral, MBScott and Jenny 
Beaton
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SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
• Monuments • Restoration Granite
• Pillow markers   - Level monuments Bronze
• Pre Needs   - Renew monuments Columbariums
• Final Dates   - Engraving  -single, family, community

Appointments available in the comfort of your home 

Email: sunsetmemorialsgimli@gmail.com
Bus: 1-204-642-8818 • Cell: 1-204-407-3096

www.sunsetmemorialsgimli.ca

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Remember Remember 
Your Your Loved Loved 

OnesOnes 
with an with an 

Announcement Announcement 
in thein the 
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204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 58 Years!

HUGE SELECTION -- FINANCING AVAILABLE -- DELIVERY AVAILABLE -- ASSEMBLED READY TO GO

$100-$300 OFF
ALL IN STOCK

SNOWBLOWERS

April 26th

Pop in for 
Coffee

9-4

SAVE 
$300-$700 
ON MOST 
MOWERS
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