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Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501
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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

ALL IN STOCK NOW

INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI AND FEES

Reg $2700

Reg $24,077.00

Reg $16,527.00

2025 Honda 
CRF50
Air cooled single-cyl.
49cc 

2025 Honda 
Pioneer 
1000

2025 Honda 
 Pioneer 
520 

2025 Honda 
CRF250F

$$2,2902,2900000

$$22,07722,0770000

$$16,02716,0270000

 Save
$500

Save
$2000

nda 
Save
$300

Reg $6625.00

$$6,3256,3250000

Canadian, 
Owned & 
Operated!

���%1%2��134434��56273�6

Matt McSherry REALTOR®
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SOLDSOLD

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

EXPRESS PHOTO BY RAYME THOMSON
Participants gather as organizers announce prize winners during the Hailey’s Way Ice Fishing Derby on March 7 on Lake Winnipeg 

during the 15th annual Gimli Ice Festival. The fundraiser, organized by Hailey’s Way Inc. in memory of Hailey Dugay, supports youth 

programming and recreational opportunities for Interlake youth.

Fishing for HaileyFishing for Hailey
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Our office is open 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm Mon to Thurs

72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

204-642-8681 or 
1-866-487-5688

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

O ffi i

If you are buying or selling real estate now or in the near future, 
call us to discuss the important legal issues that you will need to 
know about. Call us for more information and to find out how 
we can help you. We are here when you need us.

Providing full time legal service to 
families and small businesses 
in Gimli and the Interlake.

Baker 
Law
CORPORATION

Since joining Evergreen in 2014, Justin Berthaudin has played a critical role in keeping students 
safe on the road. Hired initially as a licensed mechanic, Justin took on the role of Head Mechanic 
in December 2022, bringing years of experience, strong leadership, and a deep commitment to 
safety to Evergreen’s transportation team.
Justin’s path to this work began after high school, when he spent five years working in a mine 
before it closed in 2002. That experience led him to enroll in diesel mechanics, where he earned 
his Red Seal certification in 2005 — a foundation that has served him well throughout his career.
Today, Justin and his team are responsible for maintaining 36 school buses, along with multiple 
maintenance vehicles across the division. Their work includes oil changes, regular safety 
inspections, warranty repairs, and responding to service calls and breakdowns. “When we respond 
to a breakdown or service call, we do so quickly and efficiently,” Justin explains, “always keeping 
safety as the top priority.”
While much of his work happens behind the scenes, its impact is felt every day by students, families, 
and staff. Safe, reliable transportation depends on the careful, consistent work done in the shop — 
long before a bus ever leaves the yard.
What Justin enjoys most about his role is 
the collaboration. “I like being able to interact 
with a variety of different roles — bus drivers, 
transportation staff, maintenance workers,” he 
says. That teamwork ensures the system runs 
smoothly and students get where they need to go 
safely, day after day.
Thank you, Justin, for your expertise, leadership, 
and dedication to student safety. Evergreen’s 
transportation system runs stronger because of 
the work you and your team do every single day.

Interviewed by and pictured
 with trustee Gladys Kohler

Meet Justin Berthaudin – Head Mechanic, 
Evergreen School Division

Evergreen Staff Spotlight
Celebrating the People Who 

Make Our Schools Work 

By Annaliese Meier
Children’s Hospital Foundation of Manitoba has 

announced eight-year-old Ireland Gault as Mani-
toba’s 2026 Champion Child — a role that will see 
the young Métis ambassador represent the more 
than 140,000 children who rely on HSC Children’s 
Hospital each year.

The moment was especially meaningful for Ire-
land’s family and friends, who gathered to cheer 
her on — a celebration made possible by a life-
changing surgery she received as an infant.

Born in March 2017 to Courtney and Will Gault, 
Ireland appeared to be a healthy baby. But as part 
of Manitoba’s universal newborn hearing screening 
program, she did not pass her initial hearing test. 
Further assessments revealed she had profound 
hearing loss in both ears.

“There were so many unknowns, and we were 
very scared for Ireland’s future,” said her mother, 
Courtney.

At just 10 months old, Ireland became the young-
est person in Manitoba to undergo bilateral co-
chlear implant surgery. The procedure, performed 
at HSC Children’s Hospital, allowed her access to 
sound during a critical stage of brain development.

“You’re letting go of your baby and trusting the 
process,” said her father, Will. “We’re grateful that 
she was able to receive this miraculous surgery in 
such a warm and welcoming environment.”

After a month of healing, Ireland’s implants — 
which she proudly calls her “ears” — were activat-
ed. For the fi rst time, she heard her parents’ voices.

“The Children’s Hospital gave our daughter life-

changing surgery and the ultimate gift of hearing,” 
Courtney said. “We went around the house turning 
on the water so she could hear it. We went outside 
to listen to the birds.”

Today, Ireland is an energetic Grade 3 student 
who loves gymnastics, singing and cheerleading. 
She is also a devoted big sister to Taylor. While she 
sometimes faces challenges hearing in busy envi-
ronments, her implants have enabled her to devel-
op speech and language skills alongside her peers.

Her early surgery has also helped change the stan-
dard of care in Manitoba. Since Ireland’s procedure 
in 2018, doctors at HSC Children’s Hospital have 

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Ireland Gault, now eight, has been named Manitoba’s 

2026 Champion Child and will help raise awareness 

and support for the children who rely on HSC 

Children’s Hospital each year.

Ireland Gault as a baby after becoming the fi rst infant 

in Manitoba to receive bilateral cochlear implants.

Young Métis trailblazer named Manitoba’s 2026 Champion Child

Continued on page 8
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per block on select Rite-Lix blocks

Sale Ends March 31

1 -3
   $5

OFF

4-7
 $10

OFF

8+
 $15

OFF

By E. Antonio
Argyle farmer Ian Smith saw a re-

cord payday when one of his Short-
horn bulls sold for nearly $7,700 at the 
Winnipeg Livestock Yards on Feb. 27.

Smith, who has been involved in the 
cattle industry for more than three 
decades, said it is the highest price he 
has ever received for one of his ani-
mals. He operates Armac Shorthorns, 
a farm he purchased from his parents 
in 1993.

The bull, offi  cially registered as Mu-
ridale Gallagher, weighed in at 2,965 
pounds the morning of the sale and 
sold for $2.59 per pound — setting a 
personal record for Smith and mark-
ing one of the highest prices for a 
culled bull at the Winnipeg Livestock 
Yards.

Smith said he wasn’t present when 
the bull sold, something he now says 
may have been for the best.

“I think I would have shed a tear or 
two,” he said with a laugh.

He originally purchased the bull 
seven years ago as a yearling for 
$4,000 from a breeder in Swift Cur-
rent, Sask. Since then, the animal has 
been an important part of Smith’s 
herd, with semen collected for artifi -

cial insemination to improve genetics 
across his cattle.

While Smith expected a strong re-
turn due to the current cattle market, 
he said he was still surprised when he 
saw the fi nal cheque.

“The prices are extreme right now 
with there being a beef shortage all 
over the world,” he said. “Cattle is a 
commodity and the prices are refl ec-
tive of that.”

Smith doesn’t plan to hold onto his 
earnings for long, already having his 
eyes set on upgrading his equipment.

“Like most farmers, I spend the mon-
ey as quickly as I make it,” he said. “A 
farmer never keeps his pockets full of 
money because we’re always invest-
ing it to make our lives easier.”

Smith plans to maintain a closed 
herd by relying on artifi cial insemina-
tion rather than purchasing new cat-
tle, a practice he says helps limit the 
spread of disease.

However, he still has three bulls 
lined up for upcoming sales. Two will 
be sold at the Douglas Bull and Fe-
male Sale on March 28, with another 
heading to the Lundar Bull Sale on 
April 4. He hopes the current market 
conditions will bring strong prices 

there as well.
While Smith believes the market 

could remain strong for the next cou-
ple of years, he knows the industry 
can change quickly.

“All it takes is some major disease or 
disaster and everything could plum-
met,” he said.

Despite the uncertainty, Smith said 
he wouldn’t trade the farming life-
style for anything.

“I can say I’ve never worked a day 
in my life because I enjoy what I do,” 
he said. “I love how I feel about farm-
ing and I’m proud of this lifestyle I’ve 
taken on — it’s in my blood.”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Ian Smith, owner of Armac Shorthorns in Argyle, saw his Shorthorn bull sell for a 

record-setting price of $2.59 per pound at the Winnipeg Livestock Yards sale on 

Feb. 27. Weighing 2,965 pounds, the bull brought in nearly $7,700.

Argyle farmer’s bull sells for nearly $7,700
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• This five-plex house plan has a modern 
exterior and gives you five units of equal 
size, all with 3 beds, 2.5 baths and a 1-car 
garage.

• Each 1,475 square foot unit has 606 square 
feet on the main floor and 869 square feet 
on the second floor.

• The front-facing garage has 281 square 
feet of vehicle storage space.

• The living/dining room in back has access 
to the 110 square foot rear patio.

• 5 units total width 100’, total depth 45’

Modern Five-Plex 
—with 1475 Sq ft 3 Bedroom Units—

Plan 666224RAF

Balmoral Townhomes

YOUR 
MODERN LIFE 

AWAITS

Contact Silverbridge Developments
Jeff at 204-292-0483  |  Darren at 204-223-4558

For SALE

 Farm
- t o -

Fork

Great Meals  Start 
with Quality  Meats

M E AT  S H O P 
L O CAT E D  O N 

T H E  FA R M CALL OR TEXT 204-791-9856 
( b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y )

w S t o n e w o o d E l k R a n c h . c o m
m s t o n e w o o d e l k r a n c h @ g m a i l . c o m

D I R E C T I O N S  F R O M  B A L M O R A L :  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  
H W Y  2 3 6  &  1 . 7 5  M I L E S  E A S T  O N  R O A D  8 4 N 

O R  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  H W Y  7  A N D  1 . 2 5  M I L E S  W E S T  O N 
R O A D  8 4 N  ( Wa t c h  f o r  S t o n ew o o d  E l k  R a n c h  s i g n )

Your full-service meat 
shop, offering an extensive 

selection of fresh, premium 
elk products for unparalleled 

taste and nutrition

 
Free Range Raised

Never Fed antibiotics or 
growth hormones

- low fat
- high protein

- high iron
Provincially inspected

ALSO SELLING BISON AND LAMB!

By Lana Meier
After 40 years of shaping young 

lives in Lundar, Bonnie Lynn Rae is 
closing one chapter and beginning 
another.

Rae was recently honoured for her 
four decades of service at the Lundar 
Day Care, where she has played a cen-
tral role in caring for and nurturing 
generations of children in the com-
munity. Interlake–Gimli MLA Derek 
Johnson presented Rae with a certifi -
cate recognizing her 40th anniversary 
of employment and her retirement 
during a special visit on Feb. 26.

The certifi cate acknowledged Rae’s 
dedication, commitment and care 
throughout a valued career of service, 
noting that 40 years of employment is 
a remarkable testament to persever-
ance, professionalism and the posi-
tive impact of a lifetime of hard work.

In a social media post following the 
presentation, Johnson described Rae’s 
milestone as “a remarkable achieve-
ment.”

“Bonnie has helped shape genera-
tions of children in our community,” 
he wrote.

Johnson added that what makes 
Rae’s legacy especially meaningful 
is seeing former children in her care 

now returning as parents themselves.
“What makes this even more spe-

cial is that some of the parents who 
now bring their children to the day 
care were once in Bonnie’s care them-
selves,” the post continued. “That 
kind of legacy cannot be measured. 
It speaks to trust, compassion and a 
lifetime of impact.”

Over four decades, Rae became a fa-
miliar and trusted presence for count-
less families in Lundar and the sur-
rounding area. Her work extended far 
beyond daily routines, helping chil-
dren learn, grow and feel safe during 
their earliest years.

Community members also shared 
their appreciation online. In a Face-
book comment, Laura Burdett re-
fl ected on Rae’s lasting impact across 
generations.

“The woman that was there for my 
children when they attended day care 
and then my grandchildren,” Burdett 
wrote. “Bonnie was always a kind, 
welcoming face to all who entered the 
day care. Congratulations on her 40 
years and her retirement.”

While retirement marks the end of 
her time at the day care, the impact 
of her career will continue to be felt 

for years to come — refl ected in the 
many young people and families she 
has supported.

Johnson concluded his message by 

wishing Rae continued happiness, 
good health and fulfi llment as she 
embarks on her well-earned retire-
ment.

EXPRESS PHOTO FROM INSTAGRAM
Interlake–Gimli MLA Derek Johnson (left) presents Bonnie Lynn Rae with a plaque 

recognizing her 40 years of service at the Lundar Day Care during a special visit 

on Feb. 26. Rae was honoured for four decades of caring for and nurturing 

generations of children in the Lundar community as she prepares to retire.

Four decades of childcare celebrated in Lundar
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By Patricia Barrett
Canada’s lobster and crab industry 

got a break earlier this month from 
almost a year of Chinese tariff s of 25 
per cent after Prime Minister Mark 
Carney was able to strike a deal with 
Chinese president Xi Jinping.

China lifted its tariff  on the two 
ocean species — the largest Cana-
dian exports by value to China — on 
March 1 in exchange for limited ac-
cess to Canada’s electric vehicle mar-
ket. The deal appeared to leave other 
sea species in tariff  limbo.

It also seemingly failed to consider 
Canada’s freshwater fi sheries, which 
produce thousands of tonnes of wild-
caught fi sh each year. That generates 
about $135 million in annual sales, 
according to federal fi sheries and 
oceans’ 2023 data.

Lake Winnipeg commercial fi sher 
and analyst Bill Buckels said Cana-
da’s wild-caught inland fi sheries are 
being ignored by the federal govern-
ment as global trade relationships 
fragment and tariff s are increasingly 
used to protect domestic production. 

Both the federal and provincial gov-
ernments should be doing all they can 
to “explore new markets” for Can-
ada’s forgotten wild-caught inland 
fi sheries, he said.

“It seems that Global Aff airs Canada 
doesn’t care about inland fi shers. Ev-
erything’s about lobster and crab and 
the east coast and the west coast,” 
said Buckels. “Even here in Manitoba, 
it seems it’s all about pork and canola 

producers. It’s never about other food 
producers like commercial fi shers.”

He calls Lake Winnipeg the “hub” of 
the inland fi shery in Western Canada. 
The lake is the largest wild-caught 
freshwater fi shery in the West, rough-
ly equal to Lake Erie’s wild-caught 
fi shery, with American production 
excluded.

With the uncertainty surrounding 
CUSMA negotiations this year, Buck-
els said Canadian political leaders and 
trade representatives need to explore 
new markets for “all” Canadian fi sh. 
The wild-caught freshwater industry 
is heavily reliant on sales to America.

“American tariff s have so far not had 
an impact on us because there is cur-
rently no tariff  on the fi sh we export 
to the United States. But that could 
change,” said Buckels. “And we’ve 
lost other markets; our freshwater fi sh 
exports are still banned from the Rus-
sian market.”

Russia imposed an embargo on Ca-
nadian fi sh and seafood products in 

2014 after Russia annexed Crimea in 
southern Ukraine. Canada had placed 
economic sanctions on Russia in re-
sponse to its invasion.

Buckels said the federal govern-
ment’s Freshwater Fish Marketing 
Corporation knew at that time it 
“should have found a market for all 
fi sh, but it, in fact, failed to fi nd a mar-
ket for all fi sh.”

FFMC used to be the sole purchaser 
of Manitoba wild-caught fi sh before 
the provincial Conservative govern-
ment abolished the monopoly in 2017 
and created an open market.

In 2024 and 2025, FFMC saw losses 
of $7.2 million and $7.6 million re-
spectively, according to the corpora-

EXPRESS FILE PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Commercial fi shers at Gimli Harbour.

Wild-caught Lake Winnipeg fi sh such as 

pickerel, whitefi sh and pike is shown.

The forgotten fishery: wild-caught, freshwater fisheries seemingly ignored in market disputes 

St Patrick’s Day Specials!
March 14 - 17, 2026

St Patrick’s Day SpSt Patrick’s Day SpSt Pat

SHOP NOW

Contact us today to learn
more about this exciting

volunteer opportunity.

The Westshore Community Foundation is
seeking passionate volunteers to join our
Board of Directors.

If you care about strengthening our region
of Gimli, Winnipeg Beach, Riverton,
Dunnottar & Fraserwood, this is your
chance to help shape meaningful, long-
lasting impact right here at home.

Westshore Community Foundation Inc. is seeking enthusiastic and collaborative 
Board members. Candidates should have experience in areas such as risk governance, 
marketing, event planning, and fundraising. The role requires a commitment of 4-6 
hours monthly, including attendance at Board meetings. We encourage applications 
from individuals of diverse backgrounds and identities. This is a rewarding opportunity 
to contribute to community initiatives.

admin@wcf-foundation.ca

CONTACT

Continued on page 9



6   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, March 12, 2026

The Express Weekly News is published 
Thursdays and distributed through Canada 
Post to 11,396 homes. Republishing in whole or 
in part without permission is strictly prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing.

This newspaper is supported 100% by advertising dollars. If you enjoy 
the paper and would like to see the newspaper grow and prosper visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our rural communities. – Keep 
your dollars working at home and shop local. Our commitment to you, the 
reader – we connect people through stories to build stronger communities.

OUR EDITORIAL STAFF
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74 Patterson Drive, Stonewall Industrial Park

Box 39, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0
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Christy Brown
Distribution Mgr.:  204-467-5836

>  EMAIL US
Letters to the Editor: news@expressweeklynews.ca  

Classifi eds: ads@expressweeklynews.ca

News: news@expressweeklynews.ca

Print: igraphic@mymts.net

Advertising Deadline: Monday 4:00 pm 
prior to Thursday Publication

View the Express Weekly News online at
www.expressweeklynews.ca

Patricia Barrett - 
Reporter/Photographer
Cell 204-407-6099 patricia@expressweeklynews.ca

ADVERTISING OR PRINT
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ads@expressweeklynews.ca
PHONE  204-467-5836
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By Dennis Young
As the year 2000 approached, global attention was 

drawn to the so-called Millennium Bug, commonly re-
ferred to as Y2K. The issue was anticipated to have sig-
nifi cant consequences for technologically advanced na-
tions, with predictions that core infrastructure might 
fail — including malfunctions in aircraft and automotive 
chips, the loss of bank account data and disruptions to 
everyday household appliances.

The term “Y2K” described anticipated computer errors 
related to the formatting and storage of calendar data for 
dates from the year 2000 onward. Many programs repre-
sented four-digit years using only the last two digits (e.g., 
1985 as 85), making it diffi  cult to distinguish between the 
year 2000 and 1900. As a result, there was concern that 
computer systems’ inability to process dates accurately 
could jeopardize computer-dependent infrastructure 
worldwide.

Throughout 1999, media outlets consistently reported 
on updates, precautionary strategies and potential disas-
ter scenarios. Literature such as Y2K for Dummies aimed 
to assist the public in navigating these uncertainties, and 
there were even reports of survival courses and under-
ground shelters being organized.

The Canadian government took considerable measures. 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien instructed key cabinet min-
isters to remain in Ottawa, assembling at 24 Sussex Drive 
to monitor the situation as midnight approached. Ad-
ditionally, 13,000 Canadian troops were placed on alert. 
Locally, the RCMP advised citizens to prepare for pos-
sible emergencies, assuring them of continuous policing 
services.

The RM proactively fi lled reservoirs at Stephenfi eld 
and staff ed facilities, including readying generators in 
case of electrical failure. The Community Hall was desig-
nated the Emergency Operations Centre, equipped with 
a portable generator since permanent backup power had 
yet to be installed. A detailed advertisement in the Val-
ley Leader outlined comprehensive preventive steps and 
procedures for utilities, health care, law enforcement and 
emergency supplies.

Ultimately, the predicted crises associated with Y2K 
did not materialize on a global scale. Manitoba Hydro 
reportedly expended $16,000 in preparations but, like lo-
cal governments, expressed relief at the absence of sig-
nifi cant issues.

“Our primary concern was the new water treatment 
plant, which operated without incident,” stated RM 

Flashback... Jan. 1, 2000 - the Y2K scare

CAO Lind Baleja. “We remained cautious and implemented 
robust contingency plans.”

Similarly, Town CAO Cheryl Young and hospital director 
Betty Park confi rmed that operations proceeded smoothly.

International incidents on January 1, 2000:
• Japan: Thirteen train stations temporarily ceased dis-

pensing tickets.
• South Korea: Patient intake forms mistakenly recorded a 

newborn as 100 years old.
• Hong Kong: Breathalyzers and taxi meters failed at mid-

night.
• Germany: Childcare subsidies were delayed due to pay-

roll system errors.
• Italy: Prisoners’ release dates were erroneously extended 

by 100 years.
• United Kingdom: An error calculating the ages of 154 

pregnant women resulted in incorrect Down syndrome risk 
assessments.

• United States: More than 3,000 Oregon residents errone-
ously received jury duty summonses.

• Canada: A daycare inadvertently off ered a spot to a 
woman registered as 105 years old.
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Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park
Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

��������	���
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AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Eriksdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

AA Arborg
Thursdays - 7:30 pm

Arborg Support Centre
327 Main Street

����������
���������

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 
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By Jennifer McFee
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

recently announced that they will be 
closing multiple research stations and 
reducing staff  levels across the coun-
try, and canola growers are express-
ing concern about the impacts.

Delaney Ross Burtnack, execu-
tive director of the Manitoba Canola 
Growers Association, said that each 
research station has its own series 
of research priorities. As far as they 
know at this point, the only research 
station closing in Manitoba is in Por-
tage la Prairie.

“The collective group of locations 
also worked together as a geographi-
cally diverse network to ensure agri-
cultural testing happens in a range of 
locations and conditions,” she said. 

“In Portage, work like early-matu-
rity soybean testing, winter wheat 
variety adaptation for Manitoba con-
ditions, and operating as a central lo-
cation for extension and reporting of 
that work were important functions.”

She outlined some of the possible 
impacts of these closures. 

“Stakeholders across agriculture 
have met repeatedly since this an-
nouncement to try and assess the 
depth of the impact,” she said. 

“Without clarity on how the ongoing 
research work at aff ected locations 
and by aff ected staff  will managed 
going forward, we can only speculate 
on the most obvious impacts. These 
latest cuts compound with ongoing 
erosion of funding in recent decades 
to further weaken prairie-wide re-
search capacity.” 

This situation risks the integrity of 
the research network and leaves geo-
graphical gaps, she added. 

“We are not clear how they will be 
addressed. Public funding contin-
ues to shrink, putting more pressure 
on farm groups like ours to seek out 
funding for the research work farm-
ers need,” Ross Burtnack said. 

“That work may not be replaced by 
the private sector or would benefi t 
from long-term continuity and third-
party unbiased oversight. In the cur-
rent trade environment where Cana-
da is seeking to grow and secure its 
agricultural sector, this is a step in the 
wrong direction.”

The role of research is essential in 
the industry. 

“Publicly funded research is the 
foundation of innovation in agricul-
ture,” she said. 

“It encompasses so much of the 
work that happens before a product, 
crop variety or production technique 
is commercialized, and much of the 
work that doesn’t have commercial 
potential because it’s too small a mar-
ket or too regional to be of interest to 
the private sector, for example.”

Across Manitoba, there are about 

6,000 canola farms, including 327 in 
the Interlake region. 

“Farmers recognize the value of ef-
fi cient operations. However, there is 
real and shared concern across the 
sector that this decision will cause 
signifi cant gaps and damage to the 
agricultural research sector at a time 
when research and innovation has 
never been more important,” she said. 

“Manitoba Canola Growers Associa-
tion is working closely with our coun-
terparts across Canada to get clear on 
the Agriculture and Agri-Food Can-
ada decision and next steps in order 
to support and protect the research 
needs of farmers and the industry as 
a whole.”

Warren Ellis, board chair of the Man-
itoba Canola Growers Association, 

has a canola farm based in Wawanesa.
“As a Manitoba farmer, I’m con-

cerned about what these Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada decision staff  
cuts mean for the future of canola re-
search,” Ellis said. 

“Public independent research deliv-
ers real value for farmers, and Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Canada deci-
sion researchers and support staff  
have done tremendous work for our 
industry over many years. Losing this 
capacity puts long-term innovation 
and crop development at risk.”

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Across Manitoba, there are about 6,000 canola farms, including this one in the 

Teulon area. 

Delaney Ross Burtnack is the executive 

director of the Manitoba Canola 

Growers Association.

Canola growers express concern about closure of agriculture research stations
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child’s fi rst birthday. Previously, children typi-
cally received implants around 18 months of 
age.

“Our current treatment timeline for children 
identifi ed with deafness at birth is to have them 
all implanted well before their fi rst birthday,” 
said Dr. Darren Leitao, a pediatric otolaryngol-
ogist. “Starting with Ireland, we give children 
almost double the head start of listening and 
language at very critical times in brain develop-
ment.”

As Manitoba’s Champion Child, Ireland will 
serve as an ambassador through the Champion 
program affi  liated with Canada’s Children’s 
Hospital Foundations and Children’s Miracle 
Network. She and her family will attend events 

throughout the year to raise funds and aware-
ness for Manitoba’s only children’s hospital and 
child health research initiatives.

“We are so excited to welcome Ireland to repre-
sent the 140,000 kids who need HSC Children’s 
Hospital each year,” said Stefano Grande, presi-
dent and CEO of the Children’s Hospital Foun-
dation of Manitoba. “Ireland and her family are 
already making an impact, sharing their story to 
raise funds and awareness.”

Ireland’s family has marked her annual 
“hearing anniversary” by hosting fundraisers 
through Will’s business, Willy Dogs, in support 
of the foundation.

For Ireland, the message she hopes to share is 
simple: “Please help kids like me.”

 >  2026 CHAMPION CHILD, FROM PG. 2

By E. Antonio
Twenty talented acts put on their 

best performance at Fisher Branch 
Recreation Centre’s CFRY Radio Am-
ateur Talent night on Feb. 21.

The night acted as a fundraiser for 
the rec centre with proceeds support-
ing ceiling renovation and change 
room shower upgrades.

Rec centre president Danya Ferris 
said they had a great turnout.

“All the contestants did a great per-
formance,” she said. “From the young 
one to the older ones — they all did 
great.”

They raised approximately in 
$9,661.50 in pledges along with an-
other $12,850 in sponsorships total-
ling $23,115, exceeding the boards 
expectations.

“The audience support helped bring 
the community together and made 
the event a success,” Ferris added. 
“Attendees were asking when we are 
doing this again.”

Winners of the evening included: 
Most Talented: 1- Emiliya Vasyl’yeva; 
2- Luke Anseeuw; 3- Lynette and 
Brandon Letexier. Most Pledges: 1- 

Tyson Boychuk ($1415); 2- Lynette 
and Brandon Letexier ($1,195); 3- Kat 
Vieira and Daniel Lausman $674.50). 
CFRY Most Promising Talent: Syril 
Staana and Micah Arevalo.

The board looks forward to hosting 
future talent nights in the community.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CORRINE EINARSSON
Syril Staana and Micah Arevalo were named CFRY Most Promising Talent during 

the CFRY Radio Amateur Talent Night held Feb. 21 at the Fisher Branch Recreation 

Centre. The annual event featured 20 performers and raised funds to support 

recreation centre upgrades, including ceiling renovations and change-room 

shower improvements.

Community rallies support for Fisher Branch CFRY talent night

performed cochlear implant surgery on more than 80 chil-
dren, with 12 of those procedures completed before the 
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 >  FORGOTTEN FISHERY, FROM PG. 5

tion’s 2025 annual report. It put those 
losses down to open-market competi-
tion rather than to the start of the new 
tariff  regime. 

How possible new tariff s could af-
fect the future revenue of FFMC, oth-
er Manitoba fi sh buyers and the com-
mercial fi shers themselves is yet to 
be seen. For now, Buckels said Mani-
toba’s fi shery is primarily aff ected by 
market access. China is eff ectively 
closed to Manitoba fi sh.

“Manitoba’s commercial fi shery is 
under pressure because we have a 
limited market. I’d like to know what 
the federal government has to say 
about that. For all fi sh, I want to see 
access to as many markets as possi-
ble,” said Buckels. “And I want to see 
support for those markets — especial-
ly by our provincial government since 
commercial fi shing is very important 
to our Indigenous communities.”

He added he’s not aware of any 
trade advocacy eff orts the provincial 
fi sheries department has carried out 
on behalf of the Manitoba commercial 
fi shery.

“The province hasn’t demonstrated 
any interest in advancing the interests 
of the Manitoba commercial fi shery. 
This demonstrates the province’s at-

titude towards the inland commercial 
fi shery, how unimportant they think 
it is,” he said. “We have a viable com-
mercial fi shery here. We’re a food 
business the same as any farmer. The 
provincial government needs to ad-
vocate for new freshwater fi sh mar-
kets in Europe and our continuing 
access to the American market. And 
we need to have a provincial trade 
delegation to China.”

The Express asked the Manitoba 
department of fi sheries what sort of 
advocacy eff orts it has made with re-
gard to the tariff  regime. It didn’t pro-
vide an answer.

The Fisheries Council of Canada 
(FCC) says it is the “united voice 
for Canada’s wild-capture fi sheries 
industry,” and with regard to the 25 
per cent tariff  China implemented in 
March 2025, the FCC had warned of 
a “catastrophic” impact on and “ex-
istential threat” to fi shing operations 
across the country. 

In January of this year, the council 
welcomed the lifting of the Chinese 
tariff  on crab and lobster but asked 
the federal government for “further 
clarity” on other seafood species. 
FCC made no mention of wild-caught 
(wild-capture) freshwater species. 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY BRETT MITCHELL
Gas prices jumped sharply overnight at service stations, rising from 141.9 cents 

per litre on March 5 to 149.9 cents per litre in less than 24 hours. The increase 

refl ects a broader spike seen across the province and Canada in recent days, 

largely driven by rising global oil prices amid escalating confl ict in the Middle East 

and concerns about potential disruptions to international oil supply.

Overnight spike hits Manitoba

Lake Winnipeg, Lake Manitoba, 
Lake Erie, Lake Ontario and Great 
Slave Lake, to mention a few, are con-
sidered wild-caught fi sheries.

The Express reached out to the fi sh-
eries council, asking where the coun-
cil sees other market opportunities 
for Canadian freshwater fi sh and sea-
food, and what it expects with regard 
to fi sh when CUSMA negotiations get 
underway, among other questions. It 
didn’t respond.

Global Aff airs Canada didn’t re-
spond to questions about the lifting 
of the Chinese tariff s on only lobster 
and crab and the impact on the com-
mercial fi shing industry since the tar-
iff s were applied in 2025.

The federal department of fi sheries 
and oceans said the Freshwater Fish 
Marketing Corporation does not have 
sales in China; therefore, its sales rev-
enues have not been aff ected by Chi-
nese tariff s.
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What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Express Weekly News connects people through 
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

26032CC1

By Jennifer McFee
When in doubt, just hang up. 
This simple yet succinct message aims to protect 

older adults from phone scams. It’s part of an an-
ti-fraud campaign through the provincial govern-
ment and Winnipeg Police Service.  

Grandparent scams and emergency scams involve 
fraudsters calling an older adult and impersonat-
ing a grandchild or family member in distress, 
sometimes using artifi cial intelligence, based on 
information obtained from social media, public in-
formation or data breaches. According to the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre, Manitobans aged 60 and 
up reported losing almost $350,000 to these types 
of scams in 2024.

The Just Hang Up campaign aims to stop scams 
the moment they begin by encouraging people to 
just hang up when in doubt about a phone call. 
The campaign uses a multi-channel approach to 
reach older adults and their families in an eff ort to 
strengthen fraud literacy through clear community 
messaging that builds confi dence to pause, hang 
up, verify information with family and report in-
cidents.

Deborah Hildebrandt, executive director of South 
Interlake 55 Plus, said this campaign is a great con-
cept to promote while protecting older adults from 
these crimes. 

“As an organization who serves older adults, we 
are always looking at various ways to educate com-
munity around frauds and scams from these hei-
nous crimes,” she said. 

“In September, we hosted a Frauds and Scams 
presentation with the RCMP, which was extremely 
informative and included sharing ideas on how to 
protect themselves from fraudsters.”

South Interlake 55 Plus, together with CIBC, will 
host another Frauds and Scams education session 
on May 14 at 7 p.m. All community members are 
welcome, and Hildebrandt hopes family members 
of older adults can also learn about these scams. 

“Public awareness is critical to informing older 
adults about scams; therefore, we utilize social me-
dia platforms such as Facebook to share tips around 
protection from scammers,” she said. 

“Now the Just Hang Up campaign solidifi es an-
other method older adults can use if they are in 
caught in the midst of being scammed.”

Even right here in the Interlake, fraudsters are tar-
geting older adults. 

“I have heard of folks in our area being scammed 
and it has been alarming to hear. The scammers are 
taking advantage of those vulnerable individuals 
while in an emotional state,” Hildebrandt said. 

“Therefore, education is key to eliminating this 
from occurring, and we will continue with provid-

ing education sessions in the future. If anyone in 
community would like to know more about frauds 
and scams, they can connect with us directly and 
we can provide them with the resources needed to 
protect themselves.”

Joie Van Dongen, chair of Age Friendly Stonewall/
Rockwood, said she has also heard of older adults 
being targeted by scammers in local communities. 

“It has been a cautionary tale for others,” she said. 
The new campaign’s name “Just Hang Up” is very 

clear, she added. 
“Seniors need to understand that it may seem 

rude and upsetting, but whomever is calling will 
call back if the call is important. This gives one time 
to calm down and phone family or a friend for ad-
vice,” Van Dongen said. 

“At times, one may be expecting a phone call from 
an unrecognized number and you must answer 
the call. It is a good idea to keep your contacts up 
to date so you can see the name of who is calling. 
Also, having a code name with family is an excel-
lent plan.”

A recent TV ad about a grandchild-in-trouble 
scam is well done, she added.

“It is very easy to panic when confronted by 
someone pretending to be a grandchild, that your 
computer has been hacked or you owe money,” she 
said. 

“Always ask for a phone number to call back and 
then hang up.”  

Through the Just Hang Up campaign, provincial 
funding will support online resources, promotional 
materials and advertising to educate older adults, 
while also empowering victims by challenging the 
stigma of being scammed. The campaign encour-
ages reporting to prevent further victimization, and 
it includes an online resource hub at justhangup.ca.

The funding has also enabled the Winnipeg Police 
Service to develop a presentation that will continue 
reaching older adults well beyond the campaign’s 
completion. The WPS Community Relations Divi-
sion, in partnership with A & O: Support Services 
for Older Adults, will deliver in-person presenta-
tions to provide older adults with practical tools 
and awareness to help prevent victimization. Over 
the next six months, the campaign aims to engage 
with more than 700 people during these sessions. 
Information on how to book WPS and A & O group 
presentations can be found at justhangup.ca/.

Amanda Macrae, CEO of A & O Support Services 
for Older Adults, said the organization is proud to 
partner with Winnipeg Police Service to deliver the 
Just Hang Up campaign. 

“The agency remains committed to empowering 
older people with the knowledge and tools they 
need to stay safe and age well in their communi-
ties. As increasingly complex frauds and scams 
continue to target older adults, the need for greater 
public awareness, education and prevention initia-
tives has never been more critical,” she said. 

“The Just Hang Up campaign serves as an impor-
tant tool in helping prevent older individuals from 
becoming victims of crime.”

The Manitoba government provided $134,000 in 
funding for the campaign from the Criminal Prop-
erty Forfeiture Fund (CPF). In 2025-26, the province 
has allocated more than $643,000 in CPF funding to 
the Winnipeg Police Service for several projects, in-
cluding the Just Hang Up campaign. CPF redirects 
proceeds from the sale of seized criminal property 
toward law enforcement and community safety ini-
tiatives. 

March is Fraud Prevention Month in Canada. 
More tips on how to prevent fraud are available at 
antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Learn more about how to protect yourself from 

scams at justhangup.ca.

Just Hang Up campaign aims to protect older adults from scammers
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By Patricia Barrett
The Gimli Ice Festival honoured out-

standing members of the community 
for their dedication to community 
service and for showing the world 
that anything is possible if you set 
mind to it.

This year, the festival paid tribute to 
Bruce Benson, Alec Baldwin and the 
late Everett Lloyd.

Festival co-chairs Peter and Susan 
Holfeuer hold a recognition evening 
each year before festival launch day 
to pay tribute to community volun-
teers who help set up and run the 
festival, as well as to those who’ve 
provided outstanding service to their 
community.

Gimli resident Sherry Benson-Podol-
chuk, spoke about her brother Bruce 
and her nephew Alec’s dedication to 
their community, achievements and 
service to the social weal.

“I found the evening inspiring, rec-
ognizing people who do little things, 
not grand gestures, and yet their im-
pact reaches beyond society expec-
tations to spread seeds of hope and 
connection,” said Benson-Podolchuk 
after the award ceremony on March 
6. “It inspires another person to do 
something equally important and that 
has a ripple eff ect around the world.”

Benson-Podolchuk delivered trib-
utes to Bruce and Alec during the cer-
emony, which was held at the Gimli 
Lakeview Resort.

Bruce Benson, a Gimli resident and 
commercial fi sher who created The 
Flag of Humanity a couple of decades 
ago, was recognized for his “glob-
al movement” to unite humanity 
through the fl ag, sending out “seeds 
of hope for the future,” and for prac-
tising environmental stewardship.

“Bruce reminds us that making the 
world a better place doesn’t always 
begin with grand gestures — some-
times, it starts with something as 
simple, and as profound, as picking 
up garbage,” said Benson-Podolchuk. 
“For over 20 years, Bruce has dedi-

cated his life to cleaning our planet, 
beginning right here in Gimli, where 
he would walk the beaches collect-
ing garbage — and inspiring others, 
including his own children, to join 
him.”

Benson has travelled all over the 
world, including to China, India, 
Guatemala, Thailand and Laos, vol-
untarily picking up garbage wher-
ever he went and encouraging people 
to embrace the commonality of being 
human. He helped establish a charity, 
The Flag of Humanity Foundation, to 
disburse funding to fi nancially disad-
vantaged schools across the globe and 
promote environmental stewardship.

“Bruce’s vision was simple yet pro-
found: to remind us that we are more 
alike than diff erent, and that kindness 
and understanding can transcend 
borders, religions, and politics,” said 
Benson-Podolchuk.

Alec Baldwin, who has autism, is 
well known in Gimli for his artistic 
talent, especially when it comes to 
dogs, his athletic performances and 
multiple medal wins at Special Olym-
pics competitions, and his stunningly 
powerful vocal work at festivals and 
Winnipeg Jets’ hockey games.

His community-mindedness is un-

derscored by his commitment to 
keeping the environment clean by 
picking up garbage, lending his artis-
tic talents to painting murals on the 
Gimli seawall and hosting the town’s 
annual dog party.

Benson-Podolchuk said Alec em-
braced his abilities, proving the world 
wrong about people with autism.

“From being told he might never 
speak or learn, Alec has gone on 
to graduate from high school and 
achieve extraordinary success in so 
many areas,” she said. “He has nev-
er made excuses for a disability; in-
stead he embraced his abilities. This 
is something we can learn from and 
celebrate. We can get out of our own 
comfort zone, not allowing others to 
put a ceiling on our ability or dreams.”

Beyond Alec’s achievements, Ben-
son-Podolchuk said his character 
shines the brightest, and his love for 
his community is unwavering.

“His gentle personality, sense of 
humour and quiet kindness have 
helped him face bullying and unfair 
judgments with grace. Alec never 
complains — instead, he chooses to 
give back,” she said. “He is the only 
person I know who is authentically 
happy for the winner. He truly cel-

ebrates their win in his competitions 
at Special Olympics.”

Benson-Podolchuk thanked Alec for 
inspiring others to be compassionate 
and for his determination to achieve 
whatever he set his heart on.

“Alec, you remind us all what it 
means to believe in ourselves, to fol-
low our dreams and to live without 
limits or judgments,” she said. “We 
are deeply grateful that you are part 
of our community, showing us every 
day that with heart and perseverance, 
anything is possible.”

The festival presented Bruce and 
Alec with commemorative plaques 
recognizing their individual achieve-
ments.

The festival also paid tribute to the 
late Everett Lloyd, who was a dedi-
cated ice festival volunteer and the 
inspiration behind the creation of the 
festival’s polar bear mascot, Cooley, 
in 2013.

Lloyd had recorded a song in the 
1980s about a polar bear named Cool-
ey who was serving as Santa’s helper. 
That song turned into the festival’s 
endearing mascot, who greets visitors 
from all over the world and provides 
games for the kids at the festival.

The Gimli Lakeview Resort was 

recognized as a valued partner and 

founding member of the Ice Festival. 

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Bruce Benson (left) and Alec 

Baldwin were honoured 

for their achievements and 

inspiration.

Kathy King (middle), a Gimli Ice Festival 

Shining Star and Long Term Dedicated 

Volunteer.

Martine Sawanas (middle) was 

honoured as a Gimli Ice Festival Shining 

Star and Gimli’s Bannock Making Queen.

Everett Lloyd was honoured for the creation of 

Cooley, the Gimli Ice Festival Community mascot.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON
Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson presented Gimli Ice Festival volunteers with 

a  15 year plaque. 

Anything is possible: Gimli Ice Festival pays tribute to inspiring community members
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By Patricia  Barrett
The Eastern Interlake Planning Dis-

trict (EIPD) will be holding a public 
hearing early next month to consider 
the rezoning of a parcel of land to bet-
ter align with an already-established 
garden centre business on the site. 

GRT Consulting Ltd. submitted an 
application to the EIPD in January on 
behalf of Georgetown Acres & Inter-
lake Garden Centre. 

Gimli-born Rayme Thomson and 
his wife Michelle took over owner-
ship of the garden centre, which has 
been serving the community for over 
30 years. They modifi ed the name to 
include “Georgetown” in homage 
to Rayme’s dad and entrepreneur 
George Thomson. 

The couple are considering future 
development that could see the pro-
duction of pumpkins, vegetables and 
cut fl owers, according to their web-
site.

The Thomsons are asking EIPD to 
consider re-designating the land to 
commercial general — which accom-
modates commercial development 
outside of a central business district 

— so that it better aligns with the cur-
rent and anticipated scope of their 
business. 

The property is currently zoned ur-
ban residential and is located at the 
junction of Highway 9 and Quarter 
Mile Road.

“Our intent is not to enhance or cap-
italize on the physical property itself, EASTERN INTERLAKE PLANNING DISTRICT

A request to re-designate a parcel of land in Winnipeg Beach will aff ect the area 

outlined in the black dashed line. A public hearing will be held on April 2.

Georgetown Acres & Interlake Garden Centre request land rezoning in Winnipeg Beach

The garden centre is located at the 

corner of Highway 9 and Quarter Mile 

Road in Winnipeg Beach.

By Patricia Barrett
With more and more Manitobans 

opting to explore the terrain close to 
home rather than travel abroad, a cool 
dip in a big limestone pit might just 
be the ticket to a new summertime 
adventure.

The RM of Grahamdale’s council is 
embarking on a pilot project to en-
hance the visitor experience at Steep 
Rock Quarry, which features chiselled 
limestone cliff s, a towering rocky is-
land, a long narrow jetty and stun-
ning turquoise-coloured water. 

Council wants to create seasonal 
business opportunities at the quarry 
and is inviting entrepreneurs to send 
in their ideas for a temporary opera-
tion, which can be run from June to 
the end of September. 

The RM is off ering four rent-free 
sites.

The RM’s administrative assistant 
Sandahl Bauch, who recently re-
turned to working with the RM, is 
overseeing the quarry enhancement 
project and a request for proposals 
(RFPs) on behalf of council. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF RM OF GRAHAMDALE
An overhead view of the Steep Rock Quarry with four rent-free sites available 

to prospective entreprenuers. The RM of Grahamdale is inviting proposals for 

seasonal businesses such as food and non-alcoholic beverages, retail, recreational 

services and so forth. Proposals must be submitted by April 7.

Steep Rock town and Lake Manitoba 

are shown to the left, with the quarry 

to the right.

Try a pit dip this summer at Steep Rock Quarry
Continued on page 13

Continued on page 21
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TOM KOSTER DENTURE CLINIC

Denturist

nor to increase any developmental 
intensity, building scale, or site us-
age beyond its existing form,” states 
the Thomsons’ application, which is 
part of the EIPD’s circulation pack-
age. “The rezoning is sought to place 
the business within a more appro-
priate and encompassing regulatory 
framework that accurately refl ects its 
evolving range of activities. As such, 
the operation of the business has the 
potential to extend beyond the limi-
tations of residential zoning and are 
more suitably categorized under a 
Commercial designation.”

As the proposal is administra-
tive in nature, it won’t “introduce 
new impacts related to traffi  c, noise 
or neighbourhood character,” the 
Thomsons wrote, “and the existing 
use and physical conditions of prop-
erty continue.”

The garden centre off ers a wide 
range of plants, seeds and garden ac-
cessories, and promotes sustainable 
gardening practices, according to its 
website.

Commercial general zone can ac-
commodate larg-
er developments 
with outdoor 
displays and stor-
age. In addition 
to garden centres, 
businesses can in-
clude automobile 
sales and build-
ing supply cen-
tres.

On Feb. 5, the 

EIPD’s board passed fi rst reading of 
a bylaw (No. 01-2026) to amend its 
Development Plan (bylaw No. 01-
2022) in order to allow for the pro-
posed zoning change. 

Amendments to the EIPD’s Devel-
opment Plan require three readings 
and approval from the provincial 
minister of municipal and northern 
relations 

An administration note in the 
EIPD’s circulation package states 
that should the commercial general 
zone be approved, there will be a fu-
ture proposed rezoning amendment 
to a commercial highway zone. 

The EIPD handles land-use devel-
opment, building and planning ser-
vices in partnership with the Rural 
Municipality of Gimli, the Town of 
Winnipeg Beach, the Town of Arborg 
and the Municipality of Bifrost-Ri-
verton. Each entity has two members 
of council that sit on the EIPD board.

The public hearing will be held on 
April 2 at 5 p.m. in Town of Win-
nipeg beach council chambers at 39 
Robinson St.

>  RE-ZONING, FROM PG. 12
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

JOIN US FOR THE MARCH CONSIGNMENT SALES 2026
MARCH OFFSITE 

Consignment Sale 
Viewing:  March 16th-19th from 9 AM to 
5PM. Bidding starts: March 19th, 2026 at 
9:00AM. Lots start closing on March 25, 

2026 at 10:00AM. Pick up days: 
Friday, March 27th &  Saturday 
March 28th from 9 AM to 5 PM

MARCH ONSITE 
Week 2 Consignment Sale 

Viewing:  March 16-19 from 9 AM to 
5PM. Bidding starts: March 19, 2026 at 
9:00AM.Lots start closing on  March 26, 

2026 at 10:00AM. Pick up days: 
Friday, March 27th & Saturday 
March 28th from 9 AM to 5 PM

MARCH ONSITE Week 3  
Consignment Sale

Viewing:  March 23rd -26th from 9 
AM to 5PM. Bidding starts: March 
26th, 2026 at 9:00AM. Lots start 

closing on April 1, 2026 at 10:00AM. 
Pick up days: Thursday, April 2nd & 

Friday April 3 from 9 AM to 5 PM
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POPLARFIELD 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

BINGO

Follow our facebook page 
@Poplarfield Community Events

Lottery License #1224

Join us every Wednesday for Bingo!
Great prizes and good company!

Kitchen open every bingo.
50/50 draw every evening.

Re-opening on 
Wednesday, March 11th, 2026

Doors open @ 5:00 pm
Bingo Starts @7:00 pm

Regular Games: $30-$40 pots
Jackpot: $1,050 Starting at 51 numbers

Specials: Loonie Pot,
 Lucky Star & Lucky 7

Other games are 50% of pots

By Haley Cvar
Fans gathered at the Gimli Recreation Centre on March 7 

to give a warm community send-off  to Team Kerri Einarson 
as they prepare to represent Canada at the World Women’s 
Curling Championship in Calgary from March 14 to 22. The 

Gimli hosts send-off for Team Einarson

event featured an autograph session, 
jersey raffl  e, refreshments and cake. 
Supporters packed the second-fl oor 
venue to congratulate the Manitoba-
based rink and wish them luck on 
the international stage. Gimli Mayor 
Kevin Chudd and Interlake–Gimli 
MLA Derek Johnson were also in at-
tendance to off er their congratula-
tions and best wishes to the team. 
Several attendees won signed Team 
Einarson jerseys during a raffl  e held 
as part of the celebration. Proceeds 
from the jersey raffl  e were donated to 
Gimli youth curling.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON
Pictured with Gimli Mayor Kevin Chudd 

are Karlee Burgess, Shannon Birchard 

and Kerri Einarson. Missing from the 

photo are Val Sweeting and Krysten 

Karwacki.
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By Lana Meier
As Smitty’s Furniture & Appliances 

prepares to celebrate 50 years in busi-
ness this May, one of its longest-serv-
ing team members is marking a mile-
stone of his own.

Rene Sutyla is celebrating 30 years of 
customer service at the locally owned 
business — a career defi ned by prod-
uct knowledge, steady professional-
ism and a commitment to helping 
customers make informed decisions.

Over three decades, Sutyla has as-
sisted thousands of customers, many 
of whom return time and again — 
sometimes bringing the next genera-
tion with them.

“It’s always been about taking care 
of people,” Sutyla said. “You see 
families come back generation after 
generation. That trust means every-
thing.”

Sutyla actually began his career at 
Smitty’s on the delivery truck before 
quickly transitioning into sales, where 
his primary focus became electronics 
and mattresses.

His interest in mattresses, however, 

stemmed from a personal experience 
that predated his time at the store.

Five years before joining Smitty’s, 
Sutyla was involved in a car accident 
that left him with lingering back is-
sues. After beginning his training at 
the store and learning more about 
sleep systems and proper support, he 
was able to apply that knowledge to 
his own situation.

“With the information I was taught 
after starting at Smitty’s, I was able to 
fi nd the right mattress for me,” Sutyla 
said. “It almost eliminated the issues 
from my accident.”

That fi rsthand experience gave him 
a deeper understanding of how the 
right mattress can aff ect comfort and 
overall well-being — something he 
continues to share with customers to-
day.

From traditional spring mattresses 
to modern hybrid and foam tech-
nology, Sutyla has seen the industry 
evolve signifi cantly.

“Products have changed a lot,” he 
said. “There are more options now 
than ever before. My job is to help 
people understand what works for 
them.”

Current owner Larry Kornelsen said 
Sutyla’s consistency and approach 
have helped defi ne the customer ex-
perience at Smitty’s.

“He has been dedicated and loyal 

throughout the years,” Kornelsen 
said. “He has built many loyal cus-
tomers through his friendly personal-
ity. Customers feel cared for because 
he listens rather than pushing sales.”

That listening approach, Kornelsen 
said, is what builds long-
term relationships in a lo-
cally owned business.

“Customer trust is very 
important,” he said. “It is 
key to long-term success.”

Longevity like Sutyla’s 
is increasingly rare in to-
day’s retail landscape, 
where staff  turnover can 
be high and customer re-
lationships fl eeting.

“Thirty years is rare,” 
Kornelsen said. “He loves 
his job, so that helps a 
lot.”

Kornelsen added that 
Sutyla’s strengths extend 
beyond mattress sales.

“Rene is very knowl-
edgeable in all the prod-
ucts,” he said. “He is patient with 
customers and not pushy.”

Over the years, Sutyla has worked 
under two owners — founder Don 
Smith and now Kornelsen — witness-
ing fi rsthand the evolution of the fam-
ily-run business while maintaining its 
community roots.

Kornelsen said Sutyla refl ects the 
values established when the store fi rst 
opened.

“He does well,” he said, noting Su-
tyla’s steady presence and customer-
fi rst mindset.

As the retail envi-
ronment has shifted 
through economic ups 
and downs, changes 
in consumer trends 
and the rise of online 
shopping, Smitty’s 
has continued to fo-
cus on personal ser-
vice — something 
both men say remains 
the store’s greatest 
strength.

To mark Sutyla’s 30 
years, Smitty’s is host-
ing a one-day celebra-
tion sale on March 27 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Customers are invited 
to stop in for coff ee 
and doughnuts, sign a 

banner with a message for Sutyla and 
take advantage of special anniversary 
discounts.

The event will feature a minimum 10 
per cent discount on all beds and 30 
per cent off  bedding accessories. The 
store will also introduce its new 50th 
Anniversary Edition Mattress with a 
special introductory off er.

Customers can always expect 
“friendly service,” Kornelsen said.

The celebration comes just weeks 
before Smitty’s reaches its own major 
milestone.

In May, the business will mark 50 
years of serving the community.

“It represents an established busi-
ness that has been able to weather 
the ups and downs in business,” Ko-
rnelsen said. “It’s stable, it’s here to 
stay and it will continue to serve the 
community.”

For Sutyla, the focus remains where 
it has always been — on helping cus-
tomers make confi dent, comfortable 
choices.

“I have enjoyed the opportunity to 
assist our customers over the past 30 
years and look forward to the future,” 
he said. “And keep an eye out for an-
other milestone — Smitty’s turns 50 
in May.”

Three decades in, Sutyla’s dedica-
tion continues to refl ect the steady, 
relationship-driven approach that 
has helped sustain Smitty’s Furniture 
& Appliances for nearly half a cen-
tury — one customer, and one good 
night’s sleep, at a time.

Family owned. Trusted advice. 
50 years in your community.

Family owned Trusted advice

Come celebrate Rene on March 27Come celebrate Rene on March 27
For three decades, Rene Sutyla has helped For three decades, Rene Sutyla has helped 
generations of families find the right mattress.generations of families find the right mattress.

On March 27 we’re celebrating the On March 27 we’re celebrating the 
man many of you ask for by name.man many of you ask for by name.
Stop in, share a story, sign Rene’sStop in, share a story, sign Rene’s
banner banner and and enjoy coffee & donuts.enjoy coffee & donuts.
Then — if you’ve been thinking about a better Then — if you’ve been thinking about a better 
sleep — it’s the best time do it.sleep — it’s the best time do it.

All BedsAll Beds

MattressMattress

30% off 30% off 
Bedding Bedding 

AccessoriesAccessories

Special Debut
Special Debut

ONE DAY ONLY FRIDAY, MARCH 27 9–6ONE DAY ONLY FRIDAY, MARCH 27 9–6

“It’s never been about selling a bed 
— it’s about helping people sleep 
comfortably.” — Rene

30 YEARS OF HELPING OUR COMMUNITY SLEEP BETTER30 YEARS OF HELPING OUR COMMUNITY SLEEP BETTER

Rene Sutyla marks 30 
years at Smitty’s as store 
nears 50th anniversary

“IT’S ALWAYS BEEN 

ABOUT TAKING 

CARE OF PEOPLE. 

YOU SEE FAMILIES 

COME BACK GEN-

ERATION AFTER 

GENERATION. THAT 

TRUST MEANS 

EVERYTHING.”

Three decades of service, a lifetime of rest
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A late-winter weekend’s dream
By Patricia Barrett

Winter fans got their fi ll of ice and snow during the 15th annual Gimli 
Ice Festival last weekend, with polar games team competitions, a fi shing 
derby, harness dog winter sports, horse-drawn wagon rides and ban-
nock and taff y. 

The festival off ered timeless favourites including the frozen fi sh toss, 
the frozen T-shirt competition, Fire on Ice sports-car racing on Lake Win-
nipeg and Viking battles. The festival also had a vendor market showcas-
ing Gimli Red River Métis artisans, an ATV show, a journey to Arendelle, 
festival mascot Cooley’s outdoor games and a spectacular fi reworks dis-
play at the harbour. The festival collaborated with 19 diff erent organiza-
tions this year and saw over 100 volunteers pitch in to make it a success.



dream at the Gimli Ice Festival
mli 
ng 
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ss, 
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lle, 
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Butterfly Shrimp Bruschetta

Chicken and Rice Bowls 
with Peanut Sauce

One-Pot Creamy 
Shrimp Scampi

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 6
1 package (9 ounces) SeaPak Jumbo 

1 baguette
3 garlic cloves, divided
6 tablespoons olive oil, divided

-

-

salt, to taste
pepper, to taste

Prep time: 7 minutes
Cook time: 5 minutes
Servings: 2

juice
2 teaspoons rice vinegar

1 tablespoon toasted sesame oil
Bowls:
1 tablespoon olive oil

-
cording to package directions and keep 

In medium mixing bowl, stir toma-
toes, remaining olive oil, diced garlic 

-
es, add baguette slices oil sides down 

spoonful of tomato mixture and one 

1 cup cooked brown or jasmine rice

sliced
1/4 cup unsalted roasted peanuts, 

lime wedges, for serving

-

-
-

> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 25 minutes
Servings: 4

Scampi

8 ounces linguine noodles

4 lemon wedges

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

looking for an investment “partner,” 

-

-
-

-

-

-
od we used to call “pump & dump” 

-

in fee-based plans, designed to of-
fer more protection for clients along 

-

-
-
-

-

-

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author, 
Finance Writer and Syndicated Money
Coach on BNN Bloomberg.  Christine is
also part of the everyday lineup on CTV 
Your Morning in every province.  No AI.  
Follow Christine on Instagram @askthe-
moneylady, or on Facebook (Christine
Ibbotson).

Ask the Money Lady

-



74 1st Avenue, Gimli  
204-519-8342

sealesfurniture.ca
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$$9769769494

$$1,0531,0536464 $$6206207474

$$1,8011,8011414

$$8918911414

$$7357351414

Regular Price $1,502.99Regular Price $1,502.99

Regular Price $1,620.99Regular Price $1,620.99 Regular Price $954.99Regular Price $954.99

Regular Price $2,770.99Regular Price $2,770.99

Regular Price Regular Price 
$1,370.99$1,370.99

Regular Price Regular Price 
$1,130.99$1,130.99

Sale Sale 
PricePrice

Sale Sale 
PricePrice

Sale Sale 
PricePrice

Sale Sale 
PricePrice

Sale Sale 
PricePrice

Sale Sale 
PricePrice

Sales ends March 31, 2026. 
Excludes appliances and some motion furniture.

Discounts apply to new purchases only.

Win Beautiful Artwork for Your HomeWin Beautiful Artwork for Your Home
Bring this coupon in-store and be entered to Bring this coupon in-store and be entered to 

win a striking birch tree artwork valued at $200win a striking birch tree artwork valued at $200
• No purchase necessary. • No purchase necessary. 
• One entry per household• One entry per household
• Draw date April 1, 2026• Draw date April 1, 2026

•• N Name: ________________________ame: ________________________

• Phone:  _______________________• Phone:  _______________________

YEARYEAR
BIG SALE

Free delivery 
within 30 KM until 

March 31st

Vallain Vallain 
Accent TableAccent Table

Cayboni TV Stand Cayboni TV Stand 
with Fireplacewith Fireplace All Mattresses All Mattresses 

& Box Springs & Box Springs 

3030%%
 OffOff

$$2282281414

$$5535536464

$$1,1901,1901414

Regular Price Regular Price 
$350.99$350.99

Regular Price Regular Price 
$820.99$820.99

Regular Price Regular Price 
$1,830.99$1,830.99

Sale PriceSale Price

Sale PriceSale Price

Sale PriceSale Price

Cabalynn Queen Cabalynn Queen 
BedframeBedframe

 Gesthaven Dining SetGesthaven Dining Set

Midnight Madness SofaMidnight Madness Sofa

Midnight Madness ChairMidnight Madness Chair

NextGen Durapella Power NextGen Durapella Power 
Reclining Fabric SofaReclining Fabric Sofa

Wildenauer TV Stand Wildenauer TV Stand 
with Fireplacewith Fireplace

yy
untiluntil
tt

 35% Off 35% Off 
Storewide Furniture Storewide Furniture 

& Accessories& Accessories

25% Off 25% Off 
on special orders for furniture on special orders for furniture 
& accessories — hundreds of & accessories — hundreds of 

items to choose from!items to choose from!

Alphons Alphons 
RockerRocker
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By E. Antonio
It was a day full of tumbling, laugh-

ter and cheers for several Moosehorn 
Tumblers gymnasts at the St. An-
drews Gymnastics Club competition 
on Feb. 28.

The athletes joined gymnasts from 
St. Andrews, Teulon, Grande Pointe 
and Grandview, with club president 
Mandy Gall describing the day as 
a “positive experience for all mem-
bers.”

Every gymnast received at least one 
medal or ribbon, contributing to a 
successful competition.

This marks the club’s fi rst year oper-
ating a competitive program, and the 
entire season has been a highlight for 
coaches, gymnasts and the volunteer 
board of directors on both the recre-
ational and competitive sides of the 
organization.

The club recently received a grant 
through the From the Ground Up pro-
gram, allowing them to purchase new 
equipment and support their goal of 
maintaining a safe and welcoming en-
vironment.

“A priority for our club is to make 
our programs as accessible as possible 
by keeping registration fees as low as 
we can,” Gall said. “We also strive to 
provide quality programming from 

amazing instructors by keeping class 
sizes small and maintaining a sup-
portive environment.”

Moosehorn Tumblers welcomes 
gymnasts from Moosehorn and sur-
rounding communities and currently 
has about 100 athletes registered this 
season.

Looking ahead, Gall said the club 
hopes to continue developing its pro-

grams.
“We hope to have our gymnasts 

continue to reach their highest poten-
tial,” she said, “and allow our club to 
evolve to meet their changing needs.”

For more information about Moose-
horn Tumblers, email moosehorn-
tumblers@gmail.com.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Coaches Jordan Granberg and Becky O’Sullivan with Canadian Competitive 

Program (CCP) level 2 and 3 gymnasts Sara Gall, Ellie Linski, Kennasyn Geisler, 

Willow Rawluk and Bryce Hoff man.

Vivianna Hong on casts on bars.

Ellie Linksi on beam.

Willow Rawluk poses at the 

start of her fl oor routine.
Bryce Hoff man in a bridge.

Kennasyn Geisler and Sara Gall celebrate their second and third 

place fi nishes on vault.
Kennasyn Geisler stikes an arabesque 

on beam.

Kayleelynn Sveistrup performs a 

castaway dismount on bars.

Local gymnasts shine at St. Andrews gymnastics competition
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THE MANITOBA THE MANITOBA 
GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENT 
IS PROVIDING IS PROVIDING 
HEARING AID HEARING AID 
GRANTS OFGRANTS OF 
UP TO $2,000UP TO $2,000 
FOR ELIGIBLE PATIENTS FOR ELIGIBLE PATIENTS 
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Best Price Best Price 
Guarantee!Guarantee!

* See clinic for details

horizonhearing.com

 LOCATED IN
NEW HORIZONS
CENTRE

17 LONI BEACH RD. GIMLI
204-642-7809

CONTACT US FOR YOUR FREE CONTACT US FOR YOUR FREE 
NO OBLIGATION HEARING TESTNO OBLIGATION HEARING TEST
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She said the idea is to try to bring more foot 
traffi  c to the quarry and provide locals and visi-
tors alike with conveniences.

“This year, we’re operating the initiative as a 
pilot project to gauge business interest and to 
see if there’s anybody out there who would like 
to set up a small vendor-type business at the 
quarry,” said Bauch. “Although this year is only 
a pilot project, that may change depending on 
how it progresses.”

Potential businesses can entail food and bev-
erage (non-alcoholic), retail and artisan shops, 
outdoor recreational services and wellness and 
leisure services.

The Steep Rock Quarry is located east of Steep 
Rock Beach on Lake Manitoba. The former lime-
stone quarry operated from 1913 to 1992. Its tur-
quoise-coloured water is created from sunlight 
hitting green and blue mineral particles in the 
calcium carbonate, of which limestone is pri-
marily composed.

Bauch said people come to the quarry to sun-
bathe, swim, drift around on pool fl oats and kay-
ak to explore diff erent areas of the large quarry. 
The quarry is not spring-fed or connected to 
Lake Manitoba; its water comes from snowmelt 
and rain, and levels can vary from year to year. 

To enhance the quarry experience, the RM 
will be installing a fl oating dock with a slide at-
tached to it, she said.

People who want a bird’s-eye view of the quar-
ry can hit the hiking trails surrounding it, she 
added. The Steep Rock Cottage Owners Asso-
ciation had created the trails.

There are four prime business locations 
(named Lot 1, 2, 3, 4) up for grabs at the quarry, 
and there are no lease fees. Each site measures 
20 feet by 20 feet. The operating season will run 
from June 1 to Sept. 30, and businesses can set 
their own hours of operation to meet the needs 
of peak visitor hours.

Successful business proponents won’t be able 
establish a permanent structure at the quarry as 
this year is only a pilot project.

Businesses must be self-sustainable as no wa-
ter or electricity is provided and owners must 
have liability insurance. Waste pick-up, portable 
washrooms and wash stations will be provided 
by the municipality.

“We just thought that maybe this is a good 
time to see what the next step could be because 
the quarry really is a unique place,” said Bauch. 
“Everyone goes to the Steep Rock wharf, they 
go down to the water (lake) and that’s where 

they typically swim. But there’s also this cool quarry just 
off  the lake with these cool features.”

Businesses must submit their proposal to the RM of 
Grahamdale administration offi  ce in person or by email 
by Tuesday, April 7 by noon. Proposals must be marked 
“Steep Rock Quarry RFP.” 

Council will review the proposals at its regular meeting 
on April 9, and send out notices to the successful appli-
cants from April 10 to 15.

>  TRY A PIT DIP THIS SUMMER, FROM PG. 12
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By Kieran Reimer
Decades of curling were celebrated 

from Feb. 27 to March 1 at the Arborg 
Curling Club.

The Arborg Men’s Bonspiel marked 
its 80th anniversary edition, with 32 
teams competing during an action-
packed weekend on and off  the sheet.

Friday night’s opening events fea-
tured a live auction and calcutta, fol-
lowed by the annual homemade pie 
auction on Saturday.

On-ice action saw Team Shane 
Bauch, Team Stewart Floyd and Team 
Wes Jonasson win the three respective 
events.

MLA for Interlake-Gimli Derek 
Johnson helped kick off  the event by 
throwing the opening stone.

“For eight decades, the Arborg Curl-
ing Club has been far more than a 
sheet of ice. It has been a gathering 
place where friendships are built, sto-
ries are shared and community spirit 
grows stronger with every season. 
That kind of legacy does not happen 
by accident. It is the result of commit-
ted volunteers, passionate players, 
loyal sponsors and generations who 

believed in keeping this tradition 
alive,” said Johnson in a social media 
post.

Johnson honoured the club with a 
plaque congratulating it on its 80th 
anniversary.

“I’m glad the club is doing well,” 
said club president Wes Jonasson. “I 
would hate to see it close like some of 
the other clubs in Manitoba, but we’re 
hanging in there. We seem to keep 
getting good membership numbers 
right now, and it would be nice to see 
100 years.”

Arborg has continuously produced 
successful curlers throughout the 
club’s existence.

Founded in 1946, the Arborg Curl-
ing Club has become home to both 
long-time curlers and those just learn-
ing the sport.

Jonasson is excited to see what the 
future holds for the next generation of 
local curlers.

“Arborg’s always produced a lot of 
good curlers over the years, and the 
younger generation seems to want to 
follow in those footsteps,” said Jona-
sson. “We’ve been fortunate that it’s 

a fun place to curl with lots of good 
times, and people keep wanting to 
come out.”

Those attending the bonspiel also 
had a chance to see all the work that 
goes into making the event an annual 
success.

Throughout the decades, volunteers, 

sponsors and members have kept the 
club going.

“Without them there would be no 
club left,” said Jonasson. “It takes a 
lot of work, and there’s a lot of good 
people helping out all the time. When 
we need help, we ask for it, and some-
body always steps up.”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson (middle) presents a plaque recognizing the 

Arborg Curling Club’s 80th anniversary to club president Wes Jonasson during 

the Arborg Men’s Bonspiel held Feb. 27 to March 1 at the Arborg Curling Club.

Arborg Curling Club celebrates new milestone at annual Men’s Bonspiel

A-Spire hosting country and rock jams in March

POSTER SUBMITTED
The A-Spire Players are continuing to host Sunday jams for the public. Country 

and classic rock will feature for its community jams on March 15 and March 29. 

Musicians of all skill levels are invited to the Gimli Unitarian Church on Second 

Avenue where they can make music together and celebrate community 

connection.

Call Today! 
204-467-5836

InterlakeGGraphraphicsics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

FLYERS
BROCHURES

BUSINESS 
CARDS

STICKERS
WINDOW 
DECALS

SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS

LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES

INVOICES
ESTIMATE 
SHEETS

POSTERS
MEMO PADS
POST CARDS

Everything you Everything you need to need to 
promote your businesspromote your business
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By Haley Cvar
Gimli’s Colton Lott is a Canadian 

men’s curling champion.
Lott, playing third for skip Matt 

Dunstone, helped Manitoba claim the 
2026 Montana’s Brier title with a 6-3 
victory over Alberta’s Kevin Koe in 
Sunday’s fi nal in St. John’s, N.L.

The Winnipeg-based rink, Dun-
stone, Lott, second E. J. Harnden and 
lead Ryan Harnden — capped a dom-
inant week with the championship 
after fi nishing pool play with a 7-1 
record, their only loss coming against 
Koe.

For Dunstone, the victory marked a 
breakthrough after several near miss-
es at the Canadian championship. 
The 30-year-old skip had reached the 
fi nal twice before, fi nishing runner-
up in 2025 and 2023, and placing third 
in both 2021 and 2020.

“The heartbreak that this group 
has had over the last three years, the 
amount that I’ve learned from that, I 
played free and loose all week.”

Team Dunstone earned its spot in 
the fi nal after defeating reigning 
Olympic champion Brad Jacobs 7-3 
in the semifi nal earlier Sunday. The 
result put Dunstone’s team back on 
track after a 9-7 loss to Team Koe in 
Saturday night’s Page 1–2 game, set-
ting up a fi nal rematch. 

The fi nal remained tight through the 
early ends, with three blanks in the 
fi rst six and Koe holding a narrow 2-1 
lead heading into the seventh.

That’s when the game turned.
After Koe missed a runback attempt, 

Dunstone saw an opportunity and 
called for an aggressive approach.

“It’s time to dance,” Dunstone said 
after the miss.

His fi rst shot was a tap-and-roll to 
sit three, and Koe’s attempted freeze 
came up light. Dunstone followed 
with a delicate tap that nudged Koe’s 
stone far enough to score three — the 

fi rst time Alberta had given up more 
than two points in an end all week — 
for a 4-2 Manitoba lead.

Koe responded with a single point 
in the eighth after a hit-and-roll to the 
button, narrowing the score to 4-3.

In the 10th end, Dunstone sealed the 
victory with a double takeout to run 
Team Koe out of stones. As the stone 
slid down the ice, the skip dropped to 
his knees in celebration.

The championship also carries add-
ed signifi cance for the team, as E.J. 
Harnden plans to retire at the end of 
the season.

“We would have loved to have been 
the Olympic team, but this was next 
on our list,” Dunstone said. “Given 
that this group isn’t going to be to-
gether next year with E.J. retiring, 
this group owed it to ourselves to put 
our best foot forward and get a Brier 
championship.”

With the victory, team Dunstone will 
represent Canada at the LGT World 
Men’s Curling Championship March 
27 to April 4 in Ogden, Utah. The team 
will also return to next year’s Brier in 
Saskatoon as defending champions.

Team Manitoba — skip Matt Dunstone, third Colton Lott of Gimli, second E.J. 

Harnden and lead Ryan Harnden — pose with the Brier Tankard following their 

championship victory at the 2026 Montana’s Brier in St. John’s, N.L.

Gimli’s Colton Lott captures first Brier title with Team Dunstone

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CURLING CANADA
Gimli’s Colton Lott raises the Brier Tankard after Team Manitoba, skipped by Matt 

Dunstone, defeated Alberta’s Kevin Koe 6-3 to win the 2026 Montana’s Brier on 

Sunday in St. John’s, N.L. Lott played third for the championship rink, which will 

now represent Canada at the LGT World Men’s Curling Championship March 27 to 

April 4 in Ogden, Utah.

Colton Lott with Dale Lott and Florence 

Lott. 
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By Lana Meier
Teams from across Manitoba gath-

ered in Arborg March 6–8 as the Gimli 
Vikings U15C team hosted the 2026 
Hockey Manitoba U15C Co-Ed Pro-
vincials, sponsored by Cargill Ltd.

The Gimli Vikings captured the con-
solation title in dramatic fashion, de-
feating the Cross Lake Islanders 8–7 
in overtime after rallying from a 4–0 
defi cit.

St. Eustache claimed the provincial 
championship with a 3–2 overtime 
victory over Reston in the gold-medal 
game, while the Roblin Stars edged 
Hamiota 3–2 to secure the bronze 
medal.

Teams competing at the tournament 
included St. Eustache, Steinbach, Al-
tona, Reston, Brandon, Roblin, Hami-
ota, Cross Lake and host Gimli.

Opening ceremonies featured guest 
speaker Kay Bugg, a Cargill represen-
tative from Reston, ceremonial puck 
drop by Chantel Finnbogason and a 
performance of O Canada by Kiah 
Bobbee. Members of the Arborg Fal-
cons carried the fl ags representing the 

nine competing teams during the cer-
emony.

As part of the festivities, a coach 
from each team also took part in a 
puck-shooting challenge, attempting 
to land their shot closest to a pylon at 
centre ice. The winning coach earned 
a pizza party for their team.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CORRINE EINARSSON
The Gimli Vikings U15C team captured the consolation championship with an 

8–7 overtime victory over Cross Lake. Team members include River Harmon, 

Skylar Robinson, Solomon Hope, Tallet Dueck, Titin Mishtak, Ty Shachtay, Zackary 

Thompson, Zander Stroucken, Aubrey Bishop, Brady Leger, Brynn Maxwell, 

Easton Wozlowski, Hayden Sigurdson, Hugh Palen, Ollie Sigurdson, Reilly Buchko, 

Richard Aspen, Sullivan Naylor and Beau Reichert. Coaches and staff  include head 

coach Lloyd Menard, assistant coaches Nathan Krulicki, Mike Shachtay and Jeff  

Wozlowski, safety K.C. Hope and manager Heather Wozlowski.

Vikings win consolation final at Hockey Manitoba U15C Co-Ed provincials
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By Kieran Reimer
Team East Region fi nished with 39 

total medals at the 2026 Manitoba 
Winter Games last week in Thomp-
son.

One of them came on the ice cour-
tesy of the U13 boys hockey team, 
whose thrilling three days of games 
resulted in a silver medal.

After going undefeated through the 
round robin, quarterfi nals and semi-
fi nals, Team East took on Team West 
#1 on Wednesday for the gold medal.

Team West went on to take it 2-1 at 
C.A. Nesbitt Arena thanks to a game-
winning goal at 8:55 of the third pe-
riod, handing Team East its only loss 
of the tournament.

“Winning a silver medal is a signifi -
cant achievement that often comes 
with mixed emotions,” said East 
boys head coach Jason Woznesensky. 
“Typically it follows a loss in the fi -
nal game, so kids can be pretty hard 
on themselves, but us coaches were 
trying to relay to them how they left 
their hearts out there, they left it all on 
the ice, and couldn’t have been more 
proud of them.”

Team East succeeded particularly in 
the defensive zone, allowing just six 
goals over fi ve tournament games.

In Monday’s round robin, they al-
lowed zero goals in a pair of 3-0 wins 
over Team North and Team South #2 
before beating the same two clubs 
with 5-2 and 6-2 performances in 
Tuesday’s quarterfi nals and semifi -
nals.

By Wednesday’s gold-medal game, 
Team East had completed the gruel-

ling task of playing fi ve times in three 
days. They fi nished with 18 goals for 
and six against through the tourna-
ment.

“The biggest thing with our team 
and even from what we heard from 
other coaches and teams was they 
played as a team,” said Woznesen-
sky. “The whole team eff ort was there 
from off  the ice and the way the boys 
gelled defi nitely translated onto the 
ice. It was pretty clear they were play-
ing for one another, and that constant 
support, staying positive and encour-
aging one another was pretty awe-
some to see from a coaching perspec-
tive.”

Woznesensky, Russ Reich and Lee 
Rivard made up the trio of Interlake-
based Team East staff  members. They 
picked the team back in December, 
which ended up having 16 players 
— three from the U13AA Interlake 
Lightning and the rest from U13AA 
Winnipeg Thrashers clubs.

For the players, it was their fi rst and 
only Manitoba Winter Games experi-
ence due to the event being held only 
once every four years.

“The laughs, the fun times, the new 
friendships that they made with one 
another, just again how close they 
were off  the ice and on the ice — 
defi nitely something as coaches we 
couldn’t have asked for in a better 
group of kids and hockey players,” 
said Woznesensky. “I’m pretty sure 
this will help create a fun, memorable 
environment that they’ll remember 
and cherish forever.”

Team East’s U14 girls hockey team 
had a similar experience, with their 
tournament running the following 
three days at Thompson’s Gordon 
Beard Arena and ending in a fourth-
place fi nish.

Like the boys, the girls dominated 
round-robin play with 8-0 and 4-1 
wins over Team North and Team 
South #2 on Thursday to fi nish fi rst in 
Pool B.

Their tournament continued with 
a 4-2 win over Team West #1 in Fri-
day’s quarterfi nals before falling 11-3 

to Winnipeg Gold that evening in the 
semifi nals.

They then got a rematch with Team 
South #2 for the bronze medal the 
next morning, starting with a 1-0 
Team East lead heading into the third 
period.

Team South, however, fl ipped the 
game in the third with three unan-
swered goals to defeat Team East 3-1 
and claim bronze.

Later that morning, Team Winnipeg 
Gold defeated Team Winnipeg Blue 
5-1 to win the U14 girls gold medal.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Team East Region’s U13 boys hockey team won a silver medal at the 2026 

Manitoba Winter Games held March 1–7 in Thompson. The team went 4-1 

through fi ve games, losing only the gold medal game last Wednesday, 2-1, to 

Team West #1 at C.A. Nesbitt Arena. Pictured left to right: Lee Rivard (manager), 

Owen Mathison, Maksym Chernecki, Oliver Sokolowski, Luka Paulic, Lincoln Rivard, 

Wyatt Woznesensky, Ryden Mykichuk, Max Boonstra, Xavier Daneault, Locklean 

Harvey, Rory Ray, Adrian Sinclair, Hudson Reich, Jordan Hallock, Easton Kormylo, 

Russ Reich (assistant coach) and Jason Woznesensky (head coach).

Dominant East boys hockey team captures Manitoba Winter Games silver

By Kieran Reimer
The Arborg Ice Dawgs came up 

short in their eff ort to keep their sea-
son going last Monday.

Entering Game 4 of their best-of-fi ve 
fi rst-round series against the La Bro-
querie Habs trailing 2-1 in the series, 
Arborg was in need of a victory to 

stay alive.
Their hopes — and season — how-

ever, came to an end when they were 
defeated 7-1 on home ice, despite only 
being outshot 40-36.

An Ice Dawgs goal scored in the sec-
ond period by Brody Maxwell was as 
close as they got to tying the game.

The tally made it 2-1 early in the 
middle frame before a fi ve-goal La 
Broquerie onslaught over the second 
half of the contest secured the series 
win.

Arborg’s Paxton Moore fi nished 
with 33 saves in the loss, while La Bro-
querie’s Jaxon Loewen ended with 35 

in the opposing crease.
By winning the series 3-1, the Habs 

will now move on to the Capital Re-
gion Junior Hockey League semifi -
nals, while Arborg’s campaign offi  -
cially ends in the opening round for 
the third consecutive season.

Ice Dawgs bow out in Game 4 of CRJHL quarterfinals

By Kieran Reimer
Games 4 and 5 between the Lundar 

Falcons and Selkirk Fishermen stole 
the spotlight of all Capital Region Ju-
nior Hockey League fi rst-round play-
off  action last week.

In Wednesday’s Game 4, it was the 
Falcons who forced a winner-take-all 
Game 5 thanks to a 1-0 victory at Lun-
dar Arena.

Netminder Dylan Leclair was un-
beatable in Game 4, stopping 47 shots, 
while Dylan Care scored with 6:31 left 

in the third period to even the best-of-
fi ve series at two games apiece.

That set the stage for another tight-
checking game with the series — and 
a trip to the CRJHL semifi nals — on 
the line Friday night at the Selkirk 
Recreation Complex.

Game 5 stayed scoreless until the 
third period once again, with both 
Leclair and Selkirk’s Johnny Enns-
Demchuk bringing their best in net.

Then, with 11:53 remaining, Sel-
kirk’s Ashton Schroeder broke the 

deadlock with a power-play goal to 
put the Fishermen ahead 1-0.

His tally was quickly followed by a 
Connor Bruyere goal, giving Selkirk 
some insurance in the form of a 2-0 
lead.

Things then got chippy, with fi ght-
ing majors and misconducts handed 
out to both sides in the fi nal minutes.

Lundar made one last push but was 
unable to beat Enns-Demchuk, who 
fi nished with 35 saves to shut out the 
Falcons 2-0 and close out the series.

With the win, Selkirk moves on to 
face the Beausejour Comets in a best-
of-seven semifi nal series, while Lun-
dar’s season comes to an end — along 
with its streak of seven consecutive 
semifi nal appearances.

The game also offi  cially concludes 
the junior careers of Falcons players 
Gavin Miller and Liam Russell, who 
played a combined 10 seasons in the 
league.

Falcons go down swinging in winner-take-all Game 5
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67’s GM reflects on club’s inaugural season
By Kieran Reimer

The Warren 67’s have offi  cially 
concluded their inaugural season in 
the Hanover Tache Junior Hockey 
League.

The 2025-26 HTJHL postseason is 
currently at its midway point, with 
six of 11 teams still in the hunt for the 
championship trophy.

Warren, however, is spending its 
days off  refl ecting on a season full of 
just about everything a fi rst-year ju-
nior club could endure.

“It was defi nitely a lot of lessons 
learned,” said general manager Kasey 
Riddell on Feb. 23.

The 2025-26 Warren 67’s will be 
remembered as the team that intro-
duced Junior ‘C’ hockey to the town 
and gave residents another team to 
rally behind.

The roster was built almost solely 
of local 2007-born players, which cre-
ated challenges at the start of the sea-
son.

As the year wore on, Warren picked 
up its fi rst win and found itself in 
many more one-goal contests.

Ultimately, the team fi nished the 
campaign with a 2-25-0-3 record be-
fore being eliminated in the HTJHL’s 
Play-In Round.

Riddell is pleased with how the 
club’s fan base stayed loyal through-
out.

“We can’t do it without the backing 
and support of the community, and 
that’s not lost on us at all,” said Rid-
dell. “As we build the team, that’s our 

goal — to build the team around lo-
cal guys and players who are going to 
be supported by the community, and 
that will support the team.”

And though 2025-26 wasn’t the pret-
tiest season on the ice, the club isn’t 
hanging its head over the problems it 
encountered.

Instead, it is looking ahead to how it 
can improve.

“When you’ve got 17- and 18-year-
olds making up the bulk of your ros-
ter, that’s a challenge, but as the sea-
son went on we did get better, we did 

improve and I think we’re going to be 
better for it,” said Riddell.

This year’s club was staff ed by 
coaches Cody King, Trey King, Colton 
King and Tori Patterson, with Riddell 
and Laura Kapusta sharing GM du-
ties.

The team’s top scorer was forward 
Justin Braid, who posted nine goals 
and 10 assists in 27 games, while the 
leadership group was led by captain 
Evan Roy and alternates Owen Shy-
mko, Gavin Winram and Wade Byle.

All fi ve are eligible to return next 

season, along with much of the roster.
“It’s awesome, and it’s a good group 

of guys too,” said Riddell. “Not only 
having that talented core to work to-
ward on-ice success, but that core is 
such a good group of character guys 
that they’ll help us as we bring grad-
uating high school players into the 
team as well. I’m really excited — the 
future’s very bright.”

Some of those high school graduates 
will get their shot at becoming a 67 at 
tryouts in the fall.

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Warren 67’s wrapped up their inaugural season in the Hanover Tache Junior Hockey League with valuable experience 

gained and a young core poised to return next year.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY NICOLE KAPUSTA
Dave Hanson of Sage Garden Greenhouse presents to members of the South Interlake 

Garden Club at the Warren Memorial Hall on Feb. 26, where 29 culinary and garden 

enthusiasts learned about herb varieties, growing conditions, seed starting versus 

direct sowing, soil types, sun and shade requirements, and overall plant care. 

Participants were invited to “scratch and sniff ” fresh herb samples and each took 

home a cutting from a large Jamaican thyme (broadleaf thyme) mother plant to pot 

and grow themselves.

Herb presentation for culinary and garden enthusiasts
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News 
Tips? 

Story Ideas?
call the Express 

204-467-5836

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.
––––––––––––––––––––
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD for sale: 
Pine fi rewood $280 
per cord or $180 per 
half cord. Dry and 
ready to burn. Free de-
livery within 35 km of 
Arborg; delivery avail-
able farther for a fee. 
For more information, 
call or text 204-641-
8651.

LIVESTOCK

PROPERTY FOR SALE
For sale 2.5 acres of 
land located at Fisher 
Bay completely along 
the shore of Lake Win-
nipeg. Priced to sell for 
$6,000. Contact Austin 
A. Abas 204-293-8502.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
NOW BOOKING YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
SPRING 2026! Let us 
help you book your 
blanket classifi ed ads 
across Manitoba, and 
increase your pres-
ence. Let people know 
about your business, 
item for sale or event, 
by placing an ad with 
us! Your ad will be 
seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspa-
pers, in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Please call 204-467-
5836 or MCNA at 204-
947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our 
great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com
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HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or email stonewood
elkranch@gmail.com

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Tollak 2 is a 55 plus 
bldg. with river view 2 
bedroom apts. avail-
able. Central air, F/S, 
DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi  ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-
ITY.

COINS
Call now for your cash! 
Your Interlake coin 
collector – buying old 
coins & paper money. 
Phone David 204-798-
3045.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
WANTED: Older gas 
stove 4 burner with 
griddle. No electric 
pilot light, manual. 
Phone 204-655-3549.

204-467-5836
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EASTERN INTERLAKE PLANNING DISTRICT
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACTNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

NOTICE OF O C O
PUBLIC HEARINGGG

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:

THE EASTERN INTERLAKE PLANNING DISTRICT BY-LAW NO. 01-2026
being an amendment to the Eastern Interlake Planning District’s

Development Plan By-law No. 01-2022

HEARING Town of Winnipeg Beach 
LOCATION: Council Chambers

39 Robinson Street
Winnipeg Beach, MB

DATE & April 2, 2026
TIME: 5:00 pm

APPLICATION: TWB-26-01A

AREA Pt. NW ¼ 27-17-04 EPM,
AFFECTED: Being Lot 7, Blk 1, Pl 16624

#287 Quarter Mile Road
Roll 29600

GENERAL To re-designate an area in the 
INTENT: Town of Winnipeg Beach from 

“Urban Residential Area” to 
“Commercial General Area”. 

CONTACT FOR Nancy Thom, CAO/Development Officer
INFORMATION:      Eastern Interlake Planning District 

62 2nd Avenue, P.O. Box 1758, Gimli, MB  R0C 1B0
Phone:   204-642-5478    Fax:  204-642-4061 
E-mail: eipd@eipd.ca     Web: www.interlakeplanning.com

_______________________________________________________________________________

A copy of the circulation package may be provided/inspected at the location noted above during normal office hours, 
Monday to Friday; alternatively, a copy may be emailed upon request.

Please note, if you have received this notice in the mail, it includes the circulation package.    
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Ukrainian Farmers 
Co-operative Ltd.

Farmland for rent by tender, SW 19-24-1W, approximately 110 crop 
able acres, tender will be for the 2026 cropping season only, the 
lease agreement can be viewed at the office. Sealed tender to be 
delivered to Sandra Lappage, General Manager no later than 6PM 
March 25th, highest tender not necessarily accepted.

Ukrainian Farmers Co-operative Ltd, 
Box 160, Fisher Branch, Mb, R0C-0Z0

FARMLAND FOR RENT
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

204-467-5836
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The Town of Arborg applied to the Public Utilities Board for 
revised water and wastewater rates for the Arborg Water and 

time on August 28, 2024 and the second time on September 
17, 2024. 
The Public Utilities Board approved the revised rates in Board 
Order No. 29/26 as shown below. The rates effective April 1, 
2026 will appear on water and wastewater billings mailed at the 
beginning of July, 2026.
The approved rates are as follows:

TOWN OF ARBORG

���
���
�
����

*based on 3,000 gallons
**based on 8,000 gallons (previously 12,500 gallons)
***based on 12,500 gallons
For more information, the full Board Order No. 29/26 may be 

LUNDAR BULL SALE
“Where the good bulls come”

April 4, 2026 1:00 P.M. Lundar Agri-Ed Centre - Auctioneer - Tyler Slawinski

4 - 2 year Herefords
9 - 1 year Hereford
13 - 1 year Simmentals
7 - 1 year Charolais

4 - 1 year Angus
3 - 1 year Limousin
2 - Hereford Heifers 
2 Charolais Heifers 

58th 
Annual

Watch and bid online at DLMS.ca

SALE DAY: Mike (204) 739-3158. Jack (204) 739-3645

5 pens commercial heifers

For more info contact Jack (204) 739-3645 or Kevin (204) 371-8277 
View catalogue online at www.buyagro.com
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For more information call 
Ken at (204) 376-2418 (land line)

or Text to (204) 641-3788

KLCC Charolais, Arborg

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Ed and Olive Sielski
Dad:  December 7, 1918 - March 8, 1996

Mom: December 16, 1930 - March 12, 2025
Dearest Mom and Dad,

The snow falls and we think of you,
Flowers begin to bloom and we think of you,

Leaves turn colour and we think of you…
Missing you dearly, grateful you are together 

again…
-Love always…

Ed Todd
February 14, 1928 - March 18, 2024

Dad, our loving memories of you will never 
die,
As the years roll on and the days pass by.
We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you shall remain.
To walk with us throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.
We love you Dad and miss you so much.

-Lovingly remembered by
children Roger, Camille, and Joan

All of your family and many close friends.

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca



OBITUARY

Margaret Madsen
February 23, 1939 – February 15, 2026

It is with great sorrow that I wish to announce the passing of my 
mom, Margaret Madsen (nee Price), on February 15, 2026 at the 
Douglas Campbell Lodge in Portage la Prairie, MB.

Margaret leaves to cherish her loving memory, her daughter 
Corinne. She leaves her sister-in-law Esther Michaniuk and 
brothers-in-law Bill Harvey and John Halchuk, as well as, many 
cherished family members and friends.

Margaret was predeceased by her husband, my dad, Charles 
Madsen; sisters Martha Bonwick, Irene Harvey, Alice Angus (twin 
sister), Marlene Halchuk; brother Lloyd Price; brothers-in-law 
Johnny Bonwick and Henry Angus; sister-in-law Sylvia Price; and 
her parents Richard and Mary Price (nee Lechner).

A private family graveside ceremony will take place at a later 
date.

Arrangements by:
ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern – Lundar
1-204-768-2072
1-866.323-3593

30   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, March 12, 2026

News 
Tips? 
Story 

Ideas?
call the Express 

204-467-5836

Call 204-467-5836

Remember 
Your Loved 

Ones
with an 

Announcement 
in the

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

������� 	
����� 
�� ������� �
���� ��������� ��� �������
��� ��� �!�
�"��������	
	��
��
�� ����� ���������
#� �"� ����$
##�����"�%���������

����&�������������
���'����
�#��#���"�������'���#�������(�����������#
��
����
�������������	
���
	
������������
���
����	��
�

�����
�����
#�)
##������������*������)���)
��������+�,�������������
��-�
��,� .����
���� ��� ���
����� ��� ��/���
��� ��� ���� '����
�#� �#��-� ���
����
&�&0
���
��� �"� ���� '����
�#� �#��� )
##� ��� ���
#��#�� "��� ���
�)� ��&�+���
��� �*�+
��&� ��� ���� ������� &��
��� ���� ����#��� �1��� ������ �"� ����
2��
�
��#�
1��0��3�������"�����'����
�#��#���)
##��#�����������&����
����%���������)���
��� )))0&��������0��!����������
+�0
�#������������������1��-�
�"�4&��������0��������##��(56789659��-����
���
�������������&���
������
���������
�)���������"������(���:
����
�#�
�#��0
%���&���
������&����"�2������(��0
;�������#���-��0202030
3&+
�
�������

����������� !""�##�$

�������	
����
�������	�
���


��������	�
�	����	�

OBITUARY

Kimberley Dawn Johnson
May 19, 1971 – March 2, 2026

It is with great heartbreak, much sorrow, and sadness that we, 
her loving family, announce the passing of our beloved Kimberley.

She leaves to mourn her presence her beautiful daughter, Hailey 
Rhae; her mother, Bev Johnson; her sisters, Robyn (Duane) 
and Candace; her brother, Blaine (Linzy); and her soulmate, 
Mark Lynch and her loyal companion Cookie; as well as Mark’s 
parents, Charlie and Patricia; his sister, Charlotte (Aaron), and their 
daughter, Astryd; Mark’s son, Devin (Sara); her nephews, Kyle, 
Dylan (Paige), and Mitch; her nieces, Jori Jayne (Josh), Ella, and 
Lexi; her great-niece, Millie. All her nieces and nephews loved her 
dearly. Kimberley will also be greatly missed by her many close 
and caring long-time best friends and all of the family in Manitoba.

Kimberley was predeceased by her infant brother, Sammy 
Duane; her father, Halli Robert John; and her grandparents, Siggi and Ruby Sveinson, and Kris 
and Gudlaug Johnson.

Kimberley was very proud of her daughter “Peaches” fi gure skating, coaching, and working so 
hard to accomplish her dreams.

She will be missed. Rest in peace.
We will always love you and remember all the fun family times we shared and all the great 

memories. She touched many lives with her T.L.C.
Cremation has taken place, and a Celebration of Life will take place at a later date.

OBITUARY

Sandra Johannson
Sandra Marilyn Johannson (nee Taylor, Burt) born September 15, 

1945, in Toronto, Ontario, passed away on October 24, 2025.
Sandra is survived by her children, Jeff rey (Amanda) Burt and 

Jennifer (Brunel) Sabourin, her stepdaughter Jessica and four 
granddaughters—Abigail, Brooklyn, Rebecca, and Stephanie. She 
is also survived by her sister, Sharon (Phil) Northrup, her brother, 
Dennis Kaprawy, and many nieces and nephews.

Sandra was predeceased by her parents, Emil and Lillian 
Kaprawy, and her brother, Ken Taylor and husband Wally.

For full obituary see https://cropo.com
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, March 21, 2026 

at 1:00 p.m. in Johnson Hall, Gimli Waterfront Centre, 94 – 1st 
Avenue, Gimli, MB.

OBITUARY

Lawrence Alfred Dreger
August 17, 1928 – March 6, 2026

Peacefully on March 6, 2026, Lawrence Dreger aged 97 years of Ashern, MB and formerly of 
Grahamdale, MB passed away at the Ashern Personal Care Home.

Cremation has taken place and a private graveside service will be held in the Peace Lutheran 
Cemetery in Moosehorn, MB where he will be laid to rest next to his loving wife Mona.

Our family wishes to thank the doctors, nurses and staff  of the Ashern Personal Care Home 
who provided such wonderful care of Lawrence.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to Ashern Personal Care Home, Recreational Use, 
c/o Darlene Hargot, PO Box 110, Ashern, Manitoba R0C 0E0.

Arrangements by:
ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern – Lundar
1-204-768-2072
1-866-323-3593

Please support 
our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL

Call  204-467-5836

See Us for Everything you need to See Us for Everything you need to 
promote promote your businessyour business

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
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BizBizCardsCards
Get T he 

Job Done!

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-519-0357
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Call TodayCall Today
Unit 5, 325 Parkdale Rd, 

St.Andrews MB
info@eco-metallics.ca

Office: 
(204) 404-4747

“From rust to riches, your scrap 
could be treasure with our 

unbeatable prices!”
Purchasers of ferrous/non-ferrous materials

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com
Call 204-461-4443
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• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 

• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING
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OBITUARY

Stanley Cecil Fowke
October 2, 1935 - February 17, 2026

On February 17, 2026, Stanley Cecil Fowke passed peacefully at 
the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.

He was predeceased by his wife Edna (nee Thompson), father 
Lawrence Fowke, mother Florence (nee Timmons) Fowke, brother 
Dale Fowke and sister Elaine McAllister.

He is survived by his children Donna Bleakney, Dean (Heather), 
Alan (Lynn) and Keith (Colette) and grandchildren Kyla (Chad) 
MacDonald, Katie Bleakney (Scott), and Danielle (Kelsey), Sean 
and Joel Fowke.

Stan was born in Swift Current, SK on October 2, 1935 and 
grew up on a farm near Neville, SK. He married Edna on May 12, 
1958 and they started their adventure together taking them to 
numerous postings in Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and Manitoba 

before fi nally settling in St. Martin, MB. Stan attended St. Andrew’s College at the University of 
Saskatchewan and was ordained as a minister of the United Church of Canada on June 6, 1958. 
He served in many pastoral charges across SK and MB. In 1971 he joined the Canadian Armed 
Forces as a Captain where he worked as a Chaplain in the military before retiring and serving as 
minister at CFS Gypsumville and then the Gypsumville United Church. He was always proud of 
his military service and his ministry.

His greatest love was his wife, Edna. In addition to raising four children together, they loved 
their property in St. Martin and enjoyed golfi ng together all over the Prairies. He missed her 
dearly when she passed but we rejoice that they are together again. Stan was an excellent 
carpenter and made high quality furniture and household items which have become treasured 
family heirlooms. He even built his own Volkswagen engine powered single-seat airplane (CF-
BGS). He wanted to share his love of fl ying with his family, so he purchased a four-seat Cessna 
180 (CF-RYV) which they used for many family vacations and trips across the Prairies. Stan had 
a great love of music and enjoyed many genres. He especially loved attending the Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra with Edna. Stan loved the Interlake and took great pride in the people of 
the region. He and Edna made many wonderful church and community friends who enriched their 
lives and provided love and support over the years. The family would like to especially like to 
thank Peter and Ulla Kalden for their support and friendship over the years.

Stan was exceedingly proud of his children and their many accomplishments including nursing, 
music, carpentry and science. He loved his grandchildren dearly, took great pride in watching 
them mature into wonderful adults and celebrated each of their accomplishments.

Stan lived his life on his own terms and was fi ercely independent right up to the end.
The family would like to thank the physicians and staff  of Ashern Lakeshore General Hospital 

In-patient Unit and Unit WS-3 of the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg who cared for Stan so 
well in his fi nal months and days.

A Funeral Service for Stan will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 21, 2026 at the St. Martin 
Community Hall with Dawn Tober offi  ciating, followed by interment in the St. Martin Cemetery 
and a lunch at the hall.

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests that donations be made to Peace Lutheran Church 
Memorial Fund, Box 68, Moosehorn, MB R0C 2E0 or the Alzheimer’s Society of Manitoba, 10 - 
120 Donald Street, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4G2 or a charity of one’s choice.

Arrangements by:
ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern – Lundar
1-204-768-2072
1-866.323-3593

> GAMES
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204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 59 Years!

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or oobbligation. 
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more informatioonn on machine 
specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2018 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

The Vermeer N-series balers bring heavy-duty components for strength and durability in the field when 

you need it most. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and Auto Lube system help 

extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the industry.
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