. TEULON - $179,000
LGJ@BAmN “\ ?ﬂ:g:;’ TEULON - $39,900 Escape the City life! Exurban Com-
EST. 1953 , , S i

~@ally = "\ oo | 520 suinglotang gty 4 Corty THO
® Main St close to shopplng & Community Development. No time limit

Matt McSherry, REALTOR Green Acres Park. Teulon is a 1o build, Muliple plans o choose from
204-886-7585 (c(?ll) fully service Town w/school:;, ASHERN - $249,900 — 8 lots configured in community “hub”
888-629-6700 (office) credit unions/ Hockey & Curling Cozy weekend Get-a-way w/ 768 sf 2 - Proposed condo fee will include snow

Matt.ljparon@gmail.com - rink just 25 min N of the city. BR home. Great for Nature enthusi- clearing/reserve/management and
www.ljbaron.com (web) Winning Realtor® asts on a Full 160 Acres. more. Contact Matt for all the details!
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Arborg, MB All the anglers young and old were having a reel good time at the Riverton Classic Ice Fishing Derby on Feb. 17 in spite of the -30 C

204-376-5233 temperatures.
SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE, MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD
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Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
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Riverton Classic Ice Flshmg Derby brings in a crowd to inaurgural event

By E Antonio

Ice fishing enthusiasts braved the
frigid temperatures for the Riverton
Classic Ice Fishing Derby on Feb. 17.

The event took place at Sandy Bar
Beach, and their inaugural year was a
thrilling success.

Ruth Ann Furgala, derby chair, is
overwhelmed by the community’s
support.

“We are exhausted but extremely
excited with how everything went.”

In total, 317 tickets were sold for this
year’s event, and many registrations
were received the morning of despite
the temperature dropping below -30.

The derby raised funds for the
maintenance and operations of the
Riverton Transport & Heritage Centre
(RTHC) and Riverton Minor Hockey
(RMH), with proceeds split evenly be-
tween the two organizations.

Ross Cooper, RMH president,
shared that the association is grateful
for everyone’s support at the derby.

“Riverton is a very passionate
hockey town and the support and
commitment from the community is
unbelievable.”

They plan to use the funds to help
keep their registration fees the lowest
in Interlake and to purchase new
equipment and jerseys.

The total fundraised amount is
still being calculated and will be

announced at a N
later date.

The Riverton
Classic Ice
Fishing Derby
was originally
scheduled for
March 2024 but
was cancelled
due to poor ice
conditions. \_ J

This resulted
in changing the date to Feb. 17, which
coincided with Louis Riel Day.

Volunteers spent three days prepar-
ing the Sandy Beach Bar for the derby.
They created an ice road, parking lot
and a five-acre derby surface for all
patrons. On the morning of the event,
supporting businesses set up trailers
serving as warming stations and food
vendors.

The derby taking place on Louis Riel
Day was a happy accident. Furgala
explained that they originally picked
the date because no other derbies
were taking place.

“It was an outstanding idea to pick
Louis Riel Day, and that will go down
in history,” she said.

This allowed for the Riverton and
District Friendship Centre (RDFC)
and Riverton Manitoba Métis
Federation (MMF) members to unite
with the community to honour Louis

Baker Law

CORPORATION

Do you have a current will?

Protect your family by having a current will, power of
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more
information and find out how we can help you.

Grant D. Baker

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB
Our office is open 8:30 am - 5:30 pm Mon to Thurs
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

Providing full time legal
service to families and
small businesses in
Gimli and the Interlake.

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB
Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CORRINE EINARSSON
These fishers kept warm playing Indigenous games on Louis Riel Day. The funds
raised from the derby will be used for the maintenance and operations of the
Riverton Transport & Heritage Centre and Riverton Minor Hockey with proceeds
split evenly between the two organizations.

s
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Riel.

The day kicked off with a free
pancake breakfast hosted by the
RDFC and MMF for all derby ticket
holders and was offered to community
members without a ticket for $5.

For lunch, fishers were invited
to purchase from one of their local
vendors. The Djorfung Lady’s Aid
cooked up a hearty meal of chili and
served it with freshly made bannock
donated by the MMF.

Danny’s Whole Hog Barbecue
served patrons a delicious plate of
pulled pork on a bun and hot dogs.
The RDEC youth group also sold
sweet and salty snacks.

All profits from lunch sales were
generously donated back to the
Riverton Classic Ice Fishing Derby
committee.

Continued on page 3
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> ICE FISHING. FROM PG. 2 “the community coming together in
) .

“We got 100 per cent of everything
that was brought in,” added Furgala.

Other event supporters included
Riverton Elks Lodge #530, Westshore
Marine & Leisure, Berger Peat Moss,
the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton,
Palstein Developments, Riverton
Apartments, Lakefish Net & Twine
and Bardason’s Washroom Facilities.
These organizations donated cash,
prizes, equipment and staff to ensure
the derby’s success.

RDEC also hosted many inside ac-
tivities at the Riverton Community
Hall in honour of Louis Riel Day.

The jigging contest was the
highlight of the breakfast, and it was
judged by the audience based on the
loudest cheers. There were multiple
categories, including youth, adult
male, adult female and grannies.

The jigging champions were Keisha
Charlotte-Haut, Nevaeh Munroe,
JoJo and Shelly Bjornson.

A variety of Indigenous games for
youth to play were hosted by the Ri-
vertohn & District Friendship Centre
and were fun as well as educational.

The Louis Riel Day celebrations
rounded out with free cake and cof-
fee, as they welcomed back ice fishers
into the hall.

The entire planning committee is
grateful for the tremendous support
they received, which they describe as

the best possible way.”

A total of 24 fish were caught
throughout the derby, and cash prizes
were awarded to those who reeled in
the longest fish.

Aurora Hardy, a 17-year-old from
Riverton, brought home the $3,000
grand prize with her 24-inch fish in
the adult category.

For the youth, Kaz Sylvester, a
15-year-old from Gimli, won a $300
prize for his 17.25-inch fish. Ten more
lucky winners also took home cash
prizes for their big reels.

The day of fun closed off at Riverton
Hall, where 350 patrons gathered for
the wrap-up ceremony, where prize
winners were announced. Everyone
who purchased a ticket was entered
to win one of 37 prizes. Three grand
prizes were up for grabs, including an
electric bike valued at $7,100 donated
by Westshore Marine & Leisure, a
SnoBear Ice Fishing Trip valued at
$900 donated by Rick Gergatz and a
$900 Fish Finder prize package from
Sandy Bar Fishing Club.

Furgala is thankful for everyone
who sponsored a prize and to the
nearly 50 volunteers who made the
derby a success

If you missed the thrilling events at
this year’s Riverton Classic Ice Fish-
ing Derby, be sure to save the date for
their second derby on Louis Riel Day,
Feb. 16, 2026.
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Province encouraging increased hunter participation in CWD surveillance program

Improved turnaround time for
testing chronic wasting dis-
ease in deer, elk

By Patricia Barrett

Since 2021, the provincial govern-
ment has identified 30 positive cases
of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in
wild cervids. The government has im-
proved testing turnaround times and
is stressing the importance of having
hunters participate in the CWD sur-
veillance program.

The province has been monitoring
CWD in wild cervids, including deer,
elk, moose and caribou, since 1997,
and it identified the first positive case
in 2021.

Four positive CWD cases were iden-
tified during the past hunting sea-
son (2024-2025) due to mandatory
biological sampling submissions and
provincial harvesting efforts, which
are part of the CWD surveillance pro-
gram. The program aims to reduce
the spread of fatal and infectious dis-
eases.

During the 2024-2025 hunting sea-
son, the province improved the av-
erage turnaround time for CWD test
results and processed about 3,100
samples.

“This past year saw success in the
program’s efforts to streamline pro-
cesses, reduce staffing requirements
and cut testing times significantly,
while expanding licensed hunting op-
portunities. The average turnaround
time for test results was 22 days this
year, compared to 37 days in 2023-24
and 77 days in 2022-23,” states a Feb.
14 provincial news release.

Chronic wasting disease is a fa-
tal central nervous system disease
caused by one or more strains of pro-
teins called prions. According to the
province’s CWD webpage, once in-
fected, the prions first propagate in
the lymph nodes and tonsils and later
in the brain, spinal cord and other or-
gans. The disease belongs to a group
of diseases called transmissible spon-
giform encephalopathies.

Prions are shed in saliva, feces, urine
and possibly through the cervids’ re-
mains. Infected animals tend to be less
alert and fearful, lose weight, become
uncoordinated and often drool exces-
sively. It can take two to five years for
the animal to die. There is no cure for
CWD.

There is no direct evidence to date
that CWD can spread to humans, but
available data suggest the risk is “not
zero.” Various health organizations,

“sBarbegue

SeAson!

Your full-service meat
shop, offering an extensive
selection of fresh,
premium elk and bison
products for unparalleled
taste and nutrition

«Bison burgers
o Elk burgers
«Yellowstone burgers (combo)
o Elk & cheese smokies
«Elk garlic sausage

StonewoodElkRanch.com
stonewoodelkranch@gmail.com
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GOVERNMENT OF MANITOBA

The map shows positive CWD cases (identified by red and yellow squares and
circles) between 2021 and 2025 in western and southern Manitoba. Four cases of
CWD were identified during the 2024-2025 hunting season. The CWD surveillance
zone (in light yellow) does not extend to the Interlake, other provincial areas and
federal parks. The province says hunter participation in the sampling program is

“paramount for CWD surveillance and disease monitoring.”
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There have been no CWD cases on elk farms in Manitoba. EIk on an Interlake
ranch has features to protect the herd from contact with wild deer and elk, as
well as other disease-management protocols.

such as Health Canada, the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, and the World Health Organi-
zation, advise people not to eat meat
from CWD-positive animals.

In November 2021, the province
found its first CWD case in a mule
deer buck in western Manitoba near
Lake of the Prairies. The buck was
considered unhealthy, acting unnatu-
rally and euthanized by provincial
staff.

A spokesperson for the Department
of Natural Resources and Indigenous
Futures said all four of the positive
cases identified in the latest surveil-

lance season originated from an exist-
ing CWD area: Game Hunting Area
27 in southwestern Manitoba.

“Wild cervids move regularly across
jurisdictional borders, making it diffi-
cult to determine if CWD-positive an-
imals are from within Manitoba or are
transient animals from other areas,”
said the spokesperson. “At present,
CWD is being detected in low num-
bers in the province’s southwestern
corner, which suggests these animals
are entering the province from neigh-
bouring jurisdictions that have higher

Continued on page 5



By Patricia Barrett

The Town of Winnipeg Beach’s
nomination period for the position of
mayor will open on March 1 and run
until March 7.

The town has been without a mayor
for almost five months since former
mayor Pamela Jackson resigned last
fall.

Jackson, who was elected mayor in
2022, resigned at the council’s regular
meeting on Sept. 25, 2024, citing a
culture of male harassment of women
in politics, homophobic slurs made
against her and a refusal to allow her

to take a medical leave for a spinal
cord injury (see Oct. 3, 2024, online
edition of the Express). Jackson had
previously served on the Winnipeg
Beach council from 2006 to 2010.

Nominations for mayor must be
in writing and signed by at least 25
voters or not less than one per cent of
voters (whichever is the lesser).

The nomination must also be accom-
panied by the mayoral candidate’s
declaration of qualification.

A nomination paper can be obtained
from the senior election official (SEO)
B. Leah Mclsaac.

"> ELK. FROM PG. 4

rates of CWD prevalence, such as
Saskatchewan and North Dakota.”

He said There have been no CWD
cases on elk farms in Manitoba.

“The prevalence of CWD remains
very low in Manitoba. The prov-
ince continues to encourage hunt-
ing, which can help decrease deer
population densities and reduce
CWD risks,” said the spokesper-
son. “Hunters are already required
by law to submit CWD samples
across the province’s CWD surveil-
lance zone.”

N

The CWD surveillance zones
contain 25 different game-hunting
areas. According to the province’s
website, hunters can either submit
the entire head and upper neck of
their animals or extract tissue sam-
ples themselves (lymph nodes and
lower jaw of mule and white-tailed
deer and the brain stem and lower
jaw of elk) and submit them. The
department is reviewing the sur-
veillance program to potentially
require additional sampling in the
current CWD zone and elsewhere.

/

Fantasy market, LARP and ball

By Becca Myskiw

A world of wonder is coming to Er-
iksdale this June.

On Saturday, June 7, the Shadows
and Starlight Fantasy Market, LARP
and Fantasy Ball will take over
the Eriksdale Recreation Centre.
The magical event will feature
a vendor market full of fantasy
wares, live-action role play (LARP)
demonstrations and “an evening of
dancing and merriment.”

Erika Lindell is working with the
RogerKimLee Music Festival board
to host the Shadows and Starlight
Fantasy Market, LARP and Fantasy
Ball in town, and she’s hoping this
year’s event is the first of many. The
RogerKimLee Music Festival board
is trying to bring more people to

Eriksdale and attract all kinds of
people, and this event is one way
they’re doing that.

“We're creating an environment for
adults to live out a little bit of that
geeky fantasy we had as kids,” she
said, “and showing just because you
grew up doesn’t mean you have to
stop dressing up.”

The day will start at 10 a.m. with
the fantasy market and LARP
demonstrations, which will go on
until 4 p.m. when the recreation
centre will close for just four hours
to be transformed into a fantasy ball.
Lindell said vendors at the market
will all offer goods with a fantasy
element — like crystals, card reading,
tarot, dice markers and more.

While people shop, the LARP
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Winnipeg Beach launches nomination period for new mayor, starting this Saturday
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The Winnipeg Beach seawall is shown in 2022 when Lake Winnipeg had elevated

water levels.

The nomination period runs from
March 1 to 7. During this time,
nomination documents can be
dropped off at the Town of Winnipeg
Beach administration office at 29

Robinson Ave. between 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m.

For more information, contact SEO
B. Leah Mclsaac at 204-782-2146 or
email: seo@winnipegbeach.ca

coming to Eriskdale this June

demonstrations will be happening
in a corner of the centre to show
people what the activity is all about.
The demonstrations will be held by
Misthaven Underworld LARP, a dark
fantasy group that takes inspiration
from shows like The Witcher, Lord of the
Rings and Game of Thrones. Tickets for
the market and LARP demonstrations
will be $5 at the door and free for
those under 18.

The recreation centre will open at 8
p.m. for the ball, which will give at-
tendees the opportunity to dress up,
learn a dance, partake in a silent auc-
tion, enjoy food and drinks, and be
together.

The fantasy ball is an all-ages event,
and tickets will cost $45 for adults and
$15 for children. Once on sale, it’s rec-

ommended that people buy tickets in
advance.

“It'll be a night full of dance and cos-
tumes and mystery and magic,” said
Lindell.

She loves to dress up, often doing co-
splay but not LARP, though she is in-
terested in it. Lindell said she’s look-
ing forward to the demonstrations so
she can learn more about LARP and
ask her questions about it.

“Ifyou'reinterested in the fantastical,
if there’s that little bit of spark left in
you or that little bit of mystery where
you're wondering what it’s all about,
I think it'd be a really good thing to go
to,” said Lindell. “Getting back to that
child inside of us is a really important
thing.”

Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61
20 Hamilton Street

April 27 - Spring Fashion Show and Dinner
Clothing and accessories provided by Red Apple, Gimli
Tickets are only $20 Doors open at 2:30, show at 3:00
with dinner to follow! Tickets can be
purchased at the Red Apple Store in Gimli
or e-transfer rclbr6l@gmail.com (name and
event in subject line), or by calling the
Legion 204-389-2660 or Velma 204-642-2840
Cash Bar No refunds All events are cash only 50/50 Draw
Please bring a bottle or 2 of Shampoo, conditioner, body
wash or lotion for the Interlake Women's Resouce Centre!

Take care of details so they

don't have to. Just ask Ken.

/.

KEN LOEHMER

FUNERAL SERVICES

55 Main St, Teulon Call 204-886-0404 or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

Tpm - 5pm

Fraserwood Hall

Old Time Dance
Sunday March 9, 2025

Music by: Country Pride
Admission at the door - $15.00
Please call Lois 204-643-5541

to reserve your ticket.

Everyone
Welcome
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New spaces in hospitals, schools and post-secondary
institutes means more children to receive care
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By Annaliese Meier

The governments of Canada and
Manitoba are partnering to expand
high-quality child-care spaces for
children up to six years old. Federal
Minister of Families, Children and
Social Development Jenna Sudds and
Manitoba’s Minister of Education
and Early Childhood Learning Tracy
Schmidt announced this initiative last
Monday.

Sudds said child care is a vital sup-
port for parents, families and commu-
nities.

“We’'ll continue to work with
Manitoba to find new innovative
solutions to creating more affordable
child-care spaces, to reduce waitlists
and to grow the early childhood
workforce, to fit parents needs, where
and when they need it the most.”

Schmidt shared similar sentiments.

“We're investing in child-care
spaces to meet parents and caregivers
where they're at to make life easier
for families,” said Schmidt. “Our
government continues to build the
child-care system as a whole —
creating spaces that meet the needs

of families, offering programming
to attract and support child-care
professionals and investing in
learning outcomes for a quality early
education experience.”

As part of the action plan signed
in February 2025 under the Early
Learning and Child Care Infrastruc-
ture Fund, Manitoba will invest $20.9
million in federal funding over three
years to create approximately 324
child-care spaces in health-care facili-
ties.

Minister Uzoma Asagwara empha-
sized the importance of these flex-
ible spaces for health-care staff and
families, helping them balance work
and child care while supporting the
recruitment of new health-care pro-
fessionals.

Through the Canada-Manitoba Can-
ada-Wide Early Learning and Child
Care Agreement, there will be 256
new child-care spaces in six schools,
along with a total of over 2,600 new
infant and preschool spaces across
the province. Additionally, 128 new
spaces will open at Red River College

Polytechnic and University College
of the North, part of an overall invest-
ment of $60.5 million across post-sec-
ondary institutions.

Minister Renée Cable highlighted
that improved child-care options will
enhance access to post-secondary ed-
ucation, ultimately strengthening the
workforce and economy.

In addition to expanding spaces,
investments will support training
programs, including funding for the
Manitoba Métis Federation to assist
Ukrainian newcomers and the Urban
Circle Training Centre to train Indig-
enous students for child-care careers.
The Outdoor Early Childhood Educa-
tion Grant will help enhance outdoor
programming for licensed facilities.

The Tuition Reimbursement pro-
gram offers up to $5,000 per school
year to assist Manitoba students in
early childhood education programs.
Since 2022, the program has provided
over $6.1 million in support. To date,
the partnership has opened over 4,300
child-care spaces for children aged
zero to six across Manitoba.

Provincial ice-jam mitigation program underway on Red River

By Annaliese Meier

Manitoba Transportation and In-
frastructure will begin its annual ice-
cutting program on the Red River this
week to help reduce the potential im-
pacts of flooding caused by ice jams.
The work commenced on Feb. 18 and
is scheduled for completion by March
15.

The ice-jam mitigation program
started in 2006 and aims to decrease
the risk of flooding from ice jams on
the lower Red River and other rivers.
Ice jams occur when floating ice ob-
structs the downstream flow of water,
leading to backups that can overflow

ADVERTISING OR PRINT OUR EDITORIAL STAFE
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ads@expressweeklynews.ca Cell 204-407-6099 patricia@expressweeklynews.ca
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riverbanks.

Each year, remote-controlled ice-
cutting units and three Amphibex
icebreakers are deployed to cut and
break approximately 28 kilometres
of ice on the Red River, from Netley
Marsh to Selkirk, covering a width of
about 100 metres.

Additionally,  ice-cutting  and
breaking operations are regularly
conducted on the Icelandic River
at Riverton and at the outlet of the
Portage Diversion. While ice-cutting
activities are planned for Riverton,
they are not expected to be necessary
at the Portage Diversion; however, the

province will continue to monitor this
area.

Notices will be posted in locations
where the ice-cutting machines are
operating. River users are advised to
stay off the ice in these areas or where
there is evidence of recent ice cutting.
Ice fishers are also reminded to re-
move their huts or any other materi-
als from the areas affected by the ice-
mitigation program.

For further information and updates
on Manitoba’s water conditions and
forecasts, visit https://gov.mb.ca/
mti/floodinfo/index.html.
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By Patricia Barrett

Canada may be rolling with U.S.
President Donald Trump’s tariff
punches, but it definitely does not like
them.

The country suffered another blow
last Wednesday evening when Trump
told reporters aboard Air Force One
that he was considering imposing a 25
per cent tariff on lumber and forestry
products entering the U.S. from other
countries, including Canada. That
might happen sometime in April.

If a lumber tariff is “stacked” on
top of the tariff Trump previously
announced, Canada could see a tariff
of around 50 per cent on lumber.

Responding earlier this month
to Trump’s 25 per cent tariff on all
Canadian products entering America,
Derek Nighbor, president and CEO
of the Forest Products Association
of Canada (FPAC), said the tariff
would drive up costs and hurt both
Canadians and Americans.

“For home building, the United
States can only meet about 70 per cent
of its own needs — not considering
the need to build even more affordable
housing for American families and
to urgently rebuild communities in
North Carolina hit hard by Hurricane
Helen and those around Los Angeles
recently devastated by fires. This
is work Canadians and Americans
can do together. These tariffs will
drive up costs and complicate
recovery,” said Nighbor in a Feb. 1
statement. “Americans also rely on
Canadian forest products for further
manufacturing — to make everyday
household and industrial products
like packaging, diapers, hygiene
products, paper towels, toilet paper,
magazines and specialty paper.”

Customer

By Jennifer McFee

A diner at an Inwood café shared a
taste of generosity by paying for ev-
eryone’s meals at the local eatery.

Earlier this month, a customer at
Rosie’s Café quietly paid for the
breakfasts of his fellow diners.

“He’s a regular customer. He comes
here quite often. He just came in and
bought a coffee and said he would get
all the breakfasts. I think he paid for
three tables,” said restaurant owner
Rose Emms, who wasn’t working at
the time.

“He’s a super nice guy. He’s from
the north and he was just travelling
through.”

FPAC provides a voice to Canada’s
wood, pulp and paper producers. The
forestry sector is one of the country’s
largest employers, providing about
200,000 jobs, and sees annual reve-
nues of over $87.2 billion.

The Express contacted a local sawmill
and FPAC for comment about a
possible 25 per cent tariff on lumber.

Trump’s presidential reign started
with two tariffs against Canada:
25 per cent on all products and 10
per cent on energy, both of which
are ostensibly scheduled to start on
March 4. In mid-February, Trump said
he’d impose a 25 per cent tariff on
steel and aluminum — “stacked” on
top of the 25-per-cent-on-everything
tariff — which will supposedly come
into effect on March 12 and may
effectively be 50 per cent. Trump also
threatened to impose reciprocal tariffs
against countries that impose tariffs
on imported American products.

At a Conservative conference in
Maryland last week, Trump reiterated
his tariff message: “I'm not happy
with Mexico or [sic] I'm not happy
with Canada, either,” he said. “I
imposed 25 per cent tariffs on all
foreign steel and aluminum, and I
will soon impose reciprocal tariffs on
any country that charges us.”

In mere weeks, Trump has insulted,
threatened and alienated America’s
allies and trade partners, as well as
sullied America’s reputation as a rela-
tively stable, secure country.

He said on his personal social media
platform, Truth Social, that he had
enjoyed “THREE GREAT WEEKS,
PERHAPS THE BEST EVER,” which
came after a flurry of activity that
included his throwing the rule law
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A semitrailer is shown delivering logs to a sawmill in the northern Interlake.

in America and internationally into
the rubbish bin, making repeated
antagonistic statements about Canada
becoming America’'s 5lst state,
refusing to rule out using military
force to seize Greenland because —
according to Trump — “people don’t
even know if Denmark has any legal
right to it,” proposing to “clean out”
about 2 million people from Gaza and
turn the strip into a seaside resort,
and harassing fact-checking media
outlets that serve as counterweights
to hate and misinformation and
disinformation.

Last week, Trump brought Russia
in from its Western-imposed gulag to
talk about Ukraine’s future — without
the land Russia stole from the country
and with American access to 50 per
cent of Ukraine’s minerals. That move
has prompted a crisis in Europe. The
full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine
entered its fourth year on Feb. 24. Oh,
Trump also falsely accused Ukraine of
starting the war and called Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky a
“dictator.”

Economic experts and politicians
say Trump’s tariffs will cause infla-
tion in Canada and America, and con-
sumers will pay the price. Inflation in
America rose in January, and there is
uncertainty about how the American
economy will fare during the 1,426
days left (as of Feb. 23) of Trump’s
presidency.

Even though many U.S. states have
said they value their close economic
ties and friendship with Canada —
vice versa for Canadian provinces
and territories — Trump’s tariffs
and unstatesmanlike behaviour are
changing everyday Canadians’ view
of America.

ALeger poll conducted between Feb.
14 and 17 on Canadians’ perceptions
of America shows that three-quarters
(74 per cent) of Canadians have an
“unfavourable opinion” of Trump,
with 13 per cent viewing him
favourably.

Regarding the U.S. itself, 27 per cent
of Canadians view their southern
neighbour as an “enemy country”
and 30 per cent view it as an ally.

pays it forward at Inwood café

The other diners in the restaurant
were pleasantly surprised by the
anonymous gesture.

“We have that happen every now
and then, and they’re always quite
surprised. We find that a lot of people
from the north are very respectful of
their elders. So if they see elder people
sitting in here, they’ll quietly come up
and say they’ll get their breakfast for
them,” she said.

“Then they go on their way. We'll
tell the customers quietly after they
leave. They do it as a sign of respect,
not for any recognition. It's always
nice when they do that.”
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The spirit of kindness often shines brightest in the simplest of gestures. At
Rosie's Café, an anonymous diner took it upon himself to brighten the day for
others by covering their breakfast bills earlier this month.
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Flag of Humanity Foundation donates $3,000 to Guatemalan school

By Patricia Barrett

The founder of the Gimli-based
Flag of Humanity, which received
Canadian charitable status last year,
delivered a message of unity and
a monetary donation to a school in
Guatemala last month.

Bruce Benson visited the town of
Poza Verde, where he met some teach-
ers and students at the Escuela Mixta
Aldea Poza Verde. He later presented
the school with a cheque for $3,000.

Benson said his foundation was
“pretty happy” to do that.

“The initial plan was to find five
kids to pick up trash and we’d award
them with $500 each. Having toured
the school and realizing there were
150 students, and also realizing they
needed a lot of things that could ben-
efit all the students, we gave the mon-
ey to the school instead,” said Benson.
“The teachers told me they dip into

Community Support Service

A.A Meeting in Ashern
Location: #11 2nd Ave North
- Pioneer Manor
( beside the main door entrance
of Pioneer Manor)
Contact Jackiem.lwrc@gmail.com

AA Arborg
Thursdays - 7:30 pm
Arborg Support Centre
327 Main Street
Contact 204-376-5861

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Eriksdale (side door)
Meetings are Mondays
at 6:30 p.m.

AA Winnipeg Beach

Lady of the Lake RC Church
Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave.,
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

Gimli Group AA

Bldg 18 Municipal Rd
Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Migs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next
to New Horizon building... Gimli ot
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an
hour of support, strength, guidance
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777.

All ages welcome.

AA Riverion Group
12 Main St. af the
Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m.
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their own pockets to buy supplies
for the school. We don’t realize how
lucky we are [in Canada] to have the
schools we do and the supplies we
have.”

Benson had visited Guatemala once
before, and he decided to go to a dif-
ferent part of the Central American
country, which borders Mexico to the
north, after a friend of a friend offered
him free lodging so that he carry out
his mission of spreading the message
of the commonality of being human
and voluntarily cleaning up trash.

The homeowner’s wife, who offered
Benson his house, is in charge of the
school, and she introduced Benson to
teachers and many students. Benson
said the school was on its scheduled
two-month break. They spent a morn-
ing cleaning the school, then hung up
the Flag of Humanity and distributed
about 100 T-shirts to the kids.

“The people I met in Guatemala
were absolutely fantastic. I was stay-
ing in an out-of-the-way spot and
started picking up trash along a grav-
el road about a two-mile walk from
Poza Verde, which is half the size of
Gimli,” said Benson. “On the second
day, a group of kids came along and
said, “We will help you.” It was a won-
derful experience.”

Benson created the flag in 2008
after realizing his son would inherit
a troubled world. Its mantra is to
celebrate the commonality of being
human regardless of a person’s
religion, skin colour, nationality or
politics. Over almost two decades,
Benson has taken his flag to Jerusalem,
Egypt, China, Thailand and America,
to name a few places.

With U.S. president Donald Trump
targeting Canada with a suite of pun-
ishing tariffs, Benson said his flag
sends a message that is the antithesis
of nationalistic rhetoric.

“In this time of uncertainly we're
facing right now with what's hap-
pening south of the border with na-
tionalism, we need this message more
than ever. When I first heard the term
nationalism, I thought it was a won-
derful term. People should be proud
of their country and be patriotic. But
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EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRUCE BENSON
Gimli's Bruce Benson was in Guatemala earlier this year and presented $3,000 to
the teachers and students at the Escuela Mixta Aldea Poza Verde.
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On Bruce Benson's second day of picking up trash in Guatemala, a group of kids

came along helped.

what nationalism has come to mean
is us and them. The world is too small
for us-and-them thinking, and the
problems of the world are too big for
us-and-them thinking,” said Benson.
“So the message of the Flag of Hu-
manity is opposite of us and them.”

In a month or so, Benson said he’s
taking his flag to India to visit the
Golden Temple, a religious site in
Amritsar, in the Punjab region. Then,
in the summer, he’s taking the flag
on a lengthy kayaking journey down
the Mississippi River, which will take
about two months as it’s a couple of
thousand miles from the headwaters
to the Gulf of Mexico.

“How will I be received in America?
Well, I'm bringing a positive message.

I'm just going there with a message of
unity; that’s all it is. Who would have
a problem with that?” he said.
Wherever he takes the flag, Benson
says people appreciate its message.
“The Flag of Humanity is a message
that really resonates wherever I go,”
he said. “There are a few constants:
children always want to help me
[clean up trash], and people respond
positively to the flag’s message.”
Benson said that if any teacher in
Manitoba would like to have a Flag of
Humanity in their classroom, he’d be
more than happy to provide one.
For more information about the Flag
of Humanity, visit https:/ / theflagof-
humanity.com



By E Antonio

Addressing the issue of zebra mussels in Lake
Manitoba is paramount for preserving the health of
aquatic ecosystems.

The insights shared at the recent Aquatic Invasive
Species Virtual Summit highlight a growing concern
that affects not just local lakes but waterways across
the entire province. With rapid reproduction and
an ability to thrive in shallow waters, zebra mussels
pose significant risks to native species and overall
water quality.

Recently, RM of Grahamdale Coun. Greg Jabusch
and Reeve Craig House participated in the virtual
summit to address this pressing issue.

Presenters from across the province covered top-
ics on protecting and managing the spread of inva-
sive species in Manitoban waters.

“The zebra mussels are a big problem here, and
these are something that are affecting waters all
around Manitoba,” said Jabusch. “The concern is
that it is going to damage the rest of our water eco-
systems.”

The municipality has raised many concerns about
the mussels in Lake Manitoba and wants to do its
best to eradicate the species.

Zebra mussels were first detected in Lake Mani-
toba Narrows in July 2021 after annual AIS moni-
toring. All nine collected samples contained the
mussel’s DNA, and further testing revealed that the
species was rapidly reproducing based on its differ-
ent life stages. Zebra mussels were first detected in
the Great Lakes in 1988 and have spread to other
bodies of water primarily through human move-
ment.

“The mussels could have been transferred in
a myriad of ways, including boat trailers and
any kind of watercraft, float planes, construction
equipment, fishing gear, boots, beach toys and
any other items that were immersed in water and
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Preventing the spread of zebra mussels in Lake Manitoba

not thoroughly cleaned and dried. Unfortunately,
by the time an invasion can be detected, it is not
possible to trace it to its specific cause,” explained
Dr. Eva Pip, retired University of Winnipeg water
quality and toxicology professor.

Zebra mussels pose several concerns for other
aquatic species in Lake Manitoba. Dr. Pip explained
that the lake’s shallowness is a prime colonization
ground for the mussels. The mussels are expected
to change the lake’s aquatic ecosystem, but the ex-
act consequences cannot be determined at this time.

“At this point it is too early to predict how fish
populations will be impacted, as each lake is
unique, and the speed and pattern of progression
of an invasion is affected by many physical and
chemical factors.”

Zebra mussels spread by attaching themselves
to watercraft, including boats, rafts and even kids’
floatation devices. Once the mussels are introduced
to the water system, it is close to impossible to get
rid of them.

“The only way we can address the problem now
is to limit exposure of other water bodies. Every
one of us must recognize that this is a serious and
insidious problem and do our part by always being
vigilant and conscientious when moving anything
between different water bodies,” added Dr. Pip.

As for zebra mussels in Grahamdale, both Jabusch
and House agree that the provincial government
needs to be more involved in eradicating the spe-
cies.

“(The summit) is the province trying to offload the
responsibility onto the municipality,” said House.

Currently, the province of Manitoba requires all
watercraft and water-related items to be decon-
taminated prior to entering another body of water
if they were used in an invaded body of water and
in an AIS control zone.

Users can face fines of an upwards of $2,500 if

GIFF marking International Women’s Day
with free Icelandic documentary

By Patricia Barrett

The Gimli International Film Festival will celebrate
International Women’s Day with a free screening of
an Icelandic documentary on collective female ac-
tion for equality.

GIFF is screening U.S. director Pamela Hogan's
2024 documentary The Day Iceland Stood Still at the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg.
Hogan will be on hand for a Q&A session after the
screening.

The film was part of the 2024 festival’s Social Jus-
tice Film Series and was voted the winner of the
Audience Choice Award.

Fifty years ago, on Oct. 24, 1975, a majority of
Iceland’s women “walked off the job” in an inspir-
ing collective message and in sync with a wider
solidarity movement for pay equality and recogni-
tion of females” economic contributions. Icelandic
women refused to work, cook and care for children,
bringing the country to a standstill and leading to a
movement for social change.

“We are incredibly grateful to the Mauro Family
Foundation for making this special screening

possible. At the Gimli International Film Festival,
we are committed to supporting women filmmakers
and amplifying stories that address social justice
issues worldwide,” said GIFF executive director
Teya Zuzek. “Given the overwhelming response
to Pamela Hogan’s The Day Iceland Stood Still —
which won our 2024 Audience Choice Award
— we knew this film would be a perfect fit for an
encore presentation on an important holiday like
International Women'’s Day.”

Since 1911, International Women’s Day has cel-
ebrated the social, economic, cultural and political
contributions of females. It has also raised aware-
ness of discrimination against and exclusion of fe-
males because of their gender. The day is dedicated
to advancing women and a call for action to acceler-
ate gender equality around the world.

The free screening will be held on Saturday,
March 8 from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights.

People can register through the Eventbrite link on
the GIFF’s website or email GIFF: info@gimlifilm.
com
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Grahamdale Coun. Greg Jabusch and Reeve Craig
House recently attended an Aquatic Invasive Speciies
Virtual Summit highlighting the risks of zebra
mussels.

they are caught releasing an AIS into a waterway.

“It is more than a little thing,” Jabusch said.

The Manitoba government addresses the matter
by stating that the protection of waters from AIS is
both a task for provincial and municipal govern-
ments, along with the local communities.

Derek Johnson, MLA for Interlake-Gimli, notes
the issue of zebra mussels in Lake Manitoba and he
and his government have already taken action to
prevent the spread.

“When we were in government, we brought in
a wash station just north of Eriksdale. Anyone
travelling to Steep Rock has to go through this, and
if they don’t they can be fined. Sometimes you need
a monetary reason for people to follow the rules.”

Johnson has lived off the shore of Lake Manitoba
his entire life, and protecting the aquatic ecosystem
is his priority.

He has been actively working with communities
along Lake Manitoba to partner with businesses to

Continued on page 10
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Gimli RCMP officers will start training for body cameras

By E Antonio
In a significant step towards
enhancing transparency and

accountability in law enforcement,
Gimli RCMP is set to begin body-
camera training this March.

This initiative comes as part of a
broader national policy that aims to
equip thousands of officers across
Canada with body-worn cameras by
October 2026.

As communities demand greater
insight into police interactions, these
cameras promise to bridge the gap
between officers and the public they
serve.

In October 2022, the RCMP
implemented a body-worn camera
policy for 10,000 to 15,000 officers
nationwide. It is projected that over
90 per cent of frontline officers will
utilize a body-worn camera during
service calls.

On Nov. 19, 2024, body-worn
cameras were introduced in 10
per cent of RCMP detachments in
Manitoba. The next phase of roll-outs
will occur on March 25, with Gimli
RCMP officers being equipped with
cameras as part of their monthly
deployment.

According to body-worn cameras
unit manager Steven Rogers, training
for the body-worn cameras will
commence on March 10 for all 12
frontline officers with Gimli RCMP.

Different detachments throughout
the province are chosen based on
their size and type of operations.

“We picked Gimli to be in the next
phase as it is a newer development
and is a busier district than other
communities.”

Gimli has an increased number of
police reports and Crime Severity In-
dex scores, both factors resulting to
implementing cameras a priority.

Once officers at the Gimli detach-
ment have completed their training,
they will be able to use the cameras
while on duty.

During the Feb. 13 council meeting
for Bifrost-Riverton, Gimli RCMP
presented information about the
cameras to be shared with council

> ZEBRA, FROM PG. 9

be host locations for wash stations.

“Protecting Manitoba’s waterbod-
ies and aquatic resources is a shared
responsibility among governments,
communities and all those who use of
the province’s lakes and rivers.”

He also shares the importance of
educating communities about the
prevention and concerns for zebra
mussels.

members.

Larissa Love, CAO of the
Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton, is
excited for the introduction of body-
worn cameras.

“In reading about it, body-worn
cameras can help increase trust
between RCMP and the communities
they serve because the video
evidence collected will provide an
independent, unbiased and objective
way to capture interactions between
the community and police officers.”

No additional comments surround-
ing the policy were made at the time,
and Love would schedule a delega-
tion if requested.

RCMP sends the council quarterly
reports discussing calls and statistics
for the area.

“Council is always concerned with
RCMP and their presence in the com-
munity. The RCMP have a large area
to respond to,” said Love.

Gimli RCMP provides law enforce-
ment services to the communities of
Armstrong, Bifrost-Riverton, Gimli,
Hecla, Grindstone and Matheson Is-
land. Officers attending calls in these
areas will be using their cameras as
directed.

Officers are instructed to use their
cameras for mental health -calls,
crime investigations, public disorders
and protests, in support of their
performance of duties and more.
Body-worn cameras will not be used
for 24-hour surveillance recording
and for intimate searches.

In addition to completing a pre-
assigned online policy course, all
officers who use a body-worn camera
will also participate in a full-day
training course.

“We want officers to fully under-
stand when and how they will be ex-
pected to use the cameras,” explained
Rogers.

In February 2024, the RCMP initi-
ated a field trial involving 300 officers
in Iqaluit, Alberta and Nova Scotia
utilizing a Motorola camera. Howev-
er, upon completion of the trial, they
have now opted to switch to Axon
cameras. The reason for this decision

“Education  cannot be under
estimated,” he said. “There have been
bills put forward to create an Aquatic
Invasive Species Day to devote to AIS
awareness campaigns. With more
people aware of the issue, this will
hopefully limit the spread of zebra
mussels.”

There are two key prevention factors
to stop the spread of AIS:

- Try to limit the number of
lakes you take your boat to and
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RCMP Gimli members will commence training for the body-worn cameras on

March 10.

is unclear to Rogers as a non-disclo-
sure agreement has been put in place
regarding the change in brand.

“Other than the branding, not much
has been changed since the initial
testing. Over time, we are figuring
out how to improve operations by
making training more efficient and
how to best provide guidance to our
officers. It is about identifying the les-
sons learned and the ability to imple-
ment the new process.”

The RCMP also conducted multiple
community-wide surveys to gather
public feedback on the newly imple-
mented policy regarding body-worn
cameras.

Respondents indicated that body-
worn cameras can help RCMP officers
to be more transparent with their in-
teractions, help officers increase their
accountability and increase the public
trust in RCMP officers.

“The cameras help make us aware
of the incidents that take place. This
could be when officers are not acting
professionally or as evidence for any
interactions that occur between the
public and our officers.”

Rogers noted that officers in detach-
ments across the province have seen
many benefits since the implementa-
tion of the cameras.

“They love them. If you are doing

practise “One boat, one lake”

- Look and clean your water
devices before and after entering the
water.

“Please be mindful of your
equipment that you are bringing
into the water, even the children’s
toys. Zebra mussels don’t care what
they are attaching onto; they just
want something to cling on,” Jabusch
added.

It is important that everyone does

your job as an officer, it will protect
you. If there is something you need
to work on, it will also come through.
The use of the cameras has been going
good so far, but it is a brand-new tool
and officers are still learning how to
use them.”

The RCMP acknowledges the pub-
lic’s concerns about privacy, finance
and the use of cameras in general.
In response, the body-worn cameras
unit has taken steps to address these
issues and has updated its policy over
time including;:

- Make their usage policy pub-
lic and accessible

- Require officers to activate
cameras prior to arriving at their ser-
vice call

- Require all camera deactiva-
tions to be documented

- Not use facial recognition

- Ask officers to avoid cap-
turing unrelated incidents or public
members (bystanders)

- The public may request to
view the video they are captured in

- Require a formal evaluation
of the program be conducted after
five years

A full list of frequently asked ques-
tions regarding the body-cameras is
available online at www.rcmp.ca/en/
body-worn-cameras.

their part in preventing the spread of
these invasive species.

If you notice a new zebra mussel or
other AIS invasion, Manitoba govern-
ment’s AIS Unit asks you to submit a
report. You can report the new inva-
sion by calling 1-877-867-2470, email-
ing AIS@gov.mb.ca, or by visiting the
website https:/ /www.gov.mb.ca/
stopais/ais_reporting.html.
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY BEN HEWSON
Last week this great grey owl was
spotted in the Gimli area intent on
finding its next meal. Great grey owls
are powerful birds — despite weighing
only 2.5 pounds, they can break
through hard-packed snow to grab a
small mammal. In the winter, they eat
up to seven vole-sized small mammals
every day. These owls are well-adapted
for cold winters in their northern
habitats since they have thick, fluffy
feathers that insulate them. Help the
Express record the weather of the week
and send in your photos of friends or
family enjoying the outdoors. Email:
news@expressweeklynews.ca

What’s W story?

We want to hear from you.

The Express Weekly News connects people through
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service?
A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or
expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?

A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

WeeKLY hews

Sponsored

Loan Program a Game Changer for
Women Entrepreneurs in Manitoba

Working across sectors - from tourism to
manufacturing - and in every region, Canada’s
women entrepreneurs are making an
enormous impact on our economy and in our
communities. Yet many face barriers, both in
accessing meaningful business advice and

support, and securing the necessary funding.

The WEOC National Loan Program is
working to address these barriers. In
Manitoba our partners at WeMB guide
women entrepreneurs on their business
journey, providing them with relevant and
timely supports available through the life of
the business. WeMB provides loans up to
$150,000 and when combined with WEOC’s
$50,000 in funding, an entrepreneur may be

able to access up to $200,000 for her business.

“We recognize that support means different
things to different people, so we look to

be as flexible as possible in meeting the
entrepreneur’s unique needs,” explains
Alison Kirkland, CEO of Women’s Enterprise
Organizations of Canada.

This could mean securing financing to start
a dream food brand or expand a healthcare
clinic. With a robust list of eligible uses,

the WEOC National Loan Program is a
transparent, low-barrier option that has
already supported more than 300 women in
160-plus communities.

“The program is different than other lending
options,” offers Kirkland. “We haven’t set a

minimum credit score — rather we look at the

business and entrepreneur as a whole.

And we are mindful of the information we
are asking entrepreneurs to provide and the
forms they need to complete.” The program
also helps entrepreneurs access resources
and training to build their business plans,
increase their financial literacy, and access
guidance and mentorship.

“It can be a game changer for women
entrepreneurs,” says Kirkland.

Ready to get started? Book a meeting with
the expert advisors at WeMB, who can walk
you through all stages of the WEOC loan
application process, providing business
guidance and support along the way. Email
an advisor at info@wemb.ca.

Looking for more information before you
get started? Visit weoc.ca/loan-program.

You're
worth the

investment

; \ Women'’s Enterprise
Organizations of Canada

Organisations d'entreprises
de femmes du Canada

Loans created for
women entrepreneurs

Learn more at weoc.ca/loan-program
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Gimli Ice Festival celebrating 14th edition

By Patricia Barrett

The Gimli Ice Festival will celebrate 14 years of outdoor
fun and games that are sure to please both locals and visi-
tors.

This year’s festival, Celebrating the Arts, runs from
Friday, March 7 to Sunday, March 9.

GIF co-chairs Susan and Peter Holfeuer said the festival
showecases local culture, heritage, Indigenous traditions,
artists and artisans while providing family-fun events
around town. It relies on community organizations and
hundreds of volunteers to make it shine.

“This annual festival is only possible by means of the
collaborative partnership from multiple local community
organizations that facilitate the various events though
the support of their dedicated volunteers,” they said in
a statement on the festival’s website. “These organiza-
tions and all the volunteers can take great pride for hav-
ing grown the Gimli Ice Festival to become recognized by
Travel Manitoba as the 2023 Event of the Year.”

The festival is incorporating some dog-pulling power
into its wide range of events. A Harness Dog Winter Sport
Demo is scheduled for March 8 in Gimli Harbour from 12
to 1:30 p.m.

The festival’s much-loved standards include a family-
oriented frozen T-shirt contest, Viking culture, a frozen
fish toss, motorcycle and sports car racing on Lake Win-
nipeg and a hockey skills competition.

For the kids, the festival’s mascot, Cooley, has comman-
deered part of the Gimli Recreation Centre, where kids
can enjoy his indoor playground and win some prizes.

Some of the organizations participating in the festival
include the Gimli Art Club, which will be offering kids’
face-painting on March 8 and 9 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
the creation of a community mural, and the New Iceland
Heritage Museum, which will be hosting a photo exhibit
to celebrate 150 years of New Iceland (1875-2025).

On Saturday, March 8 Gimli Harbour will light up with

/

The Westshore Community Foundation
is accepting applications for grants from
eligible registered charities in Gimli, Riverton,
Fraserwood, Winnipeg Beach & Dunnottar.
Apply online or
download & print an application form at
www.westhorefoundation.ca
Mail printed applications to
Box 395, Gimli, MB ROC 1B0

Or email to admin@wcf-foundation.ca

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

from February 15th to March 15th

For more information email
admin@wcf-foundation.ca

“Building a Lasting Legacy”
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EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT

Ice Festival mascot Cooley is shown in 2017 hitching a ride on a Viking family's float.

a fireworks display starting at 6:30 p.m. And
Indigenous musician Jerry Sereda will take the

stage in the Lakeview Resort at 7 p.m.
For more information on events, dates and

1PM TO 3PM

MARCH 8, 2025

times, visit the Gimli Ice Festival at www.gim-
liicefestival.com. Passes are $5.

Centre Street|West
55" Development

By Falki Developments
199 Centre Avenue West, Gimli Manitoba

All Units Now Available
Monthly Rate: 2200 plus utilities

¢ 1160 sq ft living space with finished 280 sq ft garage
e Spacious 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom floor plans

e Attached garage with direct access to your home
¢ |n-floor radiant heating for year-round comfort

e Covered back patio and relaxing outdoor space

¢ No condo fees or unexpected, additional expenses
e Snow removal / Grass cutting included

e Wheel Chair Accessible

e [n-suite Laundry

e Quartz Counter-tops

o Stainless Steel Appliances

® 24/7 security surveillance

e Long-term leases

30 Units available for lease

Contact: info@falkidevelopments.com
Tel: 204-407-6030
www.falkidevelopments.com



By Patricia Barrett

The Gimli-based Toastmasters in
the Arts (TMIA) club is continuing to
keep its members’ tongues gambol-
ling along the byways of proper Eng-
lish and well-structured story-telling
and is inviting those who are curious
about Toastmasters to zoom in on all
the action.

The club always has something new
to challenge its lively, friendly and
fun-loving members. For instance,
a few weeks ago, it joined forces
with Winnipeg-based Toastmasters
club Comedy Club Eh to offer a free
improv event.

Over the past year, the club has di-
versified its membership with some
younger folks and newcomers.

“Our club has morphed into some-
thing quite magical,” said TMIA
founder Doreen Pendgracs.

Toastmasters International has clubs
worldwide to help people communi-
cate clearly and effectively through
public speaking, develop confi-
dence and enhance leadership skills.
Through structured meetings, mem-
bers can learn how to speak in public
or enhance their speaking and story-
telling skills, learn how to listen, learn
new words and receive constructive
and supportive feedback from other
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Speech contest chair Laurette Greenlay
announcing the winners.

club members.

TMIA has long-time members from
across the Interlake, including Mat-
lock, Gimli and Fisher Branch. It has
recently welcomed a teacher from
Winnipeg and a Ukrainian newcomer
who teaches in Selkirk and wants to
practise her public speaking skills.

Because the club meets via Zoom,
it can accommodate members who
fly off to warmer destinations for the
winter.

Toastmasters in the Arts meets every
Wednesday via Zoom from 10:30 a.m.
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Toastmasters in the Arts' founder
Doreen Pendgracs (left) with TMIA
members including Gerald Allen
(seated), who represented the Gimli-
based club in a Toastmasters' Area 34
speech contest held in Selkirk on Feb.
15.

to noon. For more information about
the club, email Doreen Pendgracs: do-
reenpendgracs@gmail.com
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EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF DOREEN PENDGRACS

Members of TMIA sharing a few laughs with members of the Winnipeg-based club, Comedy Club Eh, a few weeks ago.

call 204-785-1618

See Us for Everything you need to promote your business

e Social tickets
¢ Door hangers

¢ Flyers

¢ Brochures

¢ Business cards
¢ Stickers

e Window decals

e | etterhead
¢ Envelopes
¢ Invoices

e Estimate sheets

e Posters

e Memo pads

e Post cards

¢ Presentation Folders

Lic #318
Fraserwood Hall
Friday Nights
Doors open 5 pm * Canteen & Bar open 5:15 pm

Games start at 7:15 pm
Breakopens 50/50

5 Share The Wealth Games
15 Regular Games @ $60.00

(reduced games with low attendance)

JACKPOT $2,775.00

FIRST SPECIAL $47.00 +
BONANZA $4,704.00 +
LUCKY 7 $582.00 +
STAR $586.00 +
WEEHOUSE $473.00 +
HOUDINI $555.00 +
LOONIE POT $43.00 +

(Estimated amounts at time of publication)
“CHASE THE ACE”
Lic # LGA 318-RF
Tickets sold 5:00 -7:00 PM
with draw to follow
$2.00/ticket Current Accumulator - $1,894.00+

CANTEEN - OPENS @ 5PM
Perogies, hamburgers, hotdogs, desserts, etc

INFORMATION - 204-642-9392 or
204-643-5541 or www.fraserwoodhall.com

NEIGHBORHOOD SOCIAL

- all funds raised directly support
free Family Movie events for 2025.
Saturday March 22, 2025, 8pm to 1am
DJ - Trevor Ewankiw

Late lunch

$10 tickets
Tickets can be purchased at J & J

Store or Nancy 204-861-0098

ALL YOU CAN EAT

PEROGIES
Sunday April 6, 2025
Noon to 6PM or until supplies last

DINE & DANGCE
April 26, 2025
Music by Cracked Egg Shells







