J,]BA]RON The At LJ Baron Realty, we will strive to exceed
N@@ aroup our customer’s expectations — every listing,
Matt McSherrs REALTOR® every sale, every phone call, every time!
204-886‘-,',[585 (cell) Our _goal iS. to ensure that your real _estate
888-629-6700 (office) INWOOD - $239,900 Meticulous 1054  TEULON - $549,000 40 Acres w2066~ €Xperience is not only pleasant & enjoyable,
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2024 TRX520
FOREMAN
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RED
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INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI AND FEES

2024 RUBICON
520 DCT
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SHACHTAY I§ )
SALES & SERVICE

EXPRESS PHOTO BY RAYME THOMSON
Arborg, MB The Winnipeg singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist and producer Sierra Noble performed two sold-out shows at Ship and Plough in

204-376-5233 Gimli this past weekend.
SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE, MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD

GREEN THUMB ITCHING? HERE’S HOW!

\
bulldlng centre . ‘

Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501
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Canadian smger-songwrlter performs at Ship and PIough

By Gloria Thomas

Last Saturday, music lovers en]oyed
an extraordinary musical experience
at the Ship and Plough in Gimli. Si-
erra Noble, the renowned Canadian
singer-songwriter and fiddle player,
graced the stage with two sold-out
performances.

Noble’s first two-hour show of 55
guests sold out the day the tickets
went on sale. In light of this, Ship and
Plough owner Scott Carman asked for
a second show, which was also a sell-
out.

“The only other times we’ve done
back-to-back dates were with blues
veteran Big Dave McLean in Novem-
ber and Kaos from Canada’s Drag Race
last March,” said Carman.

Carman is grateful that people from
Gimli and throughout the Interlake
are supporting the live music scene.
Ticket holders are coming out for
shows from Winnipeg and staying in
the local hotels. They shop and eat at
other establishments, which is great
for the town.

The crowd response was enthusias-
tic, especially for the up-tempo fid-
dling and story-telling.

Noble treated the crowd to their first
hit “Possibility” and their first single
from the new Sierra Noble album en-
titled “Let Me Out of Here.” Noble

. %

was surprised at the huge response to
their show dates and grateful for the
opportunity. They were pleased with
the warmth of the community.

“Gimli is lovely and the people are
great.”

Noble is planning some new mate-
rial and a summer tour, and Carman
hopes to bring them back soon.

At the age of 13, Noble debuted their
first album of traditional Métis fiddle
music. After the successful release of
“Possibilities,” they took their perfor-
mances worldwide. Sharing the stage
with legends like Sir Paul McCart-
ney, Bon Jovi and Johnny Reid, Noble

Baker Law

CORPORATION

Do you have a current will?

Protect your family by having a current will, power of
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more
information and find out how we can help you.

Grant D. Baker

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB
Our office is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

Providing full time legal
service to families and
small businesses in
Gimli and the Interlake.

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB
Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

\
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY RAYME THOMSON

Sierra Dawn Sky Noble is a non-binary Canadian singer-songwriter and fiddle
player. Noble's original music has been included in TV shows such as One Tree Hill,
Switched at Birth and Parenthood and in films such as CBC's Humboldt: The New

Season, 40 Weeks and Fostering Hope.

has also had the honour of being the
featured performer at the opening
ceremonies of the 2010 Winter Olym-
pics. Their music has been featured in
various TV shows over the years. In
addition to critical acclaim, Noble has
also received numerous accolades in-
cluding The Queen’s Golden Jubilee
Medal, the Veterans Affairs Canada
Commendation and the Canadian
Red Cross Young Humanitarian of
the Year Award. Most recently, they

POPPING THE
QUESTION

BIRTHDAY>

were accepted into the Music Publish-
ers of Canada Women in the Studio
Program.

After taking a few years to reflect
on their music and the message they
want to give to the world, Noble has
returned. With unapologetic honesty
and a newfound embrace of their
non-binary identity, they are confi-
dently paving their own unique path
in their upcoming music.

PScenic Flight Tour

3 PASSENGERS AND THE PILOT
ALL FOR ONE LOW COST

Book Today!

149



By Patricia Barrett

With the Russian invasion of Ukraine
about to enter its third year on Feb.
24, Canada continues to see Ukraini-
ans coming to Canada and settling in
various parts of the country to work
or study.

Gimli is expecting to see more Ukrai-
nians arriving in town before a federal
government fast-track visa program
for entry to Canada ends March 31.

Melanie Specula, vice-chair of the
Gimli Community Development
Corporation (CDC), which has been
overseeing the settlement of Ukraini-
ans in the municipality, said the CDC
currently has 52 people
staying in municipally
supplied rental housing (a
former military dormito-
ry) and many more living
in rental accommodations
in the community, and the
organization is expecting
more arrivals.

“We've got about 10
more Ukrainians com-
ing within the next week.
And we’ve also been re-
ceiving people from other
countries such as India
and the Philippines,” said
Specula, who helps new-
comers find jobs, hous-
ing and English lessons.
“A lot of people who are
coming now already have
jobs lined up, but some are still look-
ing. But it's amazing how this keeps
on growing in Gimli. It has come to-
gether really nicely.”

Specula and another CDC board
member oversee the dormitory and
have a maintenance person who's flu-
ent in Ukrainian, she said. They've
also hired a man from Ukraine whose
life in the beleaguered country was
upended after a bombing in 2023.
He acts as the CDC’s “boots on the
ground” at the dormitory, taking care

“WE'RE PUSHING
THE 200 MARK
[THE NUMBER

OF UKRAINIAN
NEWCOMERS THAT
HAVE COME TO
GIMLI] IF WE'RE
NOT THERE
ALREADY.

of daily tasks, helping Ukrainians
settle in and providing transportation
for them and their children to and
from various workplaces and schools.

Some of the biggest hurdles faced
by community organizations that
help Ukrainian newcomers have been
finding rental housing and jobs. But
Specula said they’ve had success in
Gimli.

Businesses throughout the commu-
nity have stepped up to hire Ukraini-
ans. Specula herself hired a number
of Ukrainians at her business, Gimli
Chicken Chef, saying she would have
been in a real bind finding enough
employees, especially
after the pandemic.

“Employers in our
community have
gone above and be-
yond to help Ukrai-
nians, which is what
I hoped they’d would
do when we first start-
ed this,” said Specula,
who is past co-chair
of the Gimli Chamber
of Commerce. “And
this has been so im-
portant for businesses
that have desperately
needed staff.”

One of the local
employers that has
hired many Ukrainian
newcomers is Gimli
Sobeys. Co-owner Doriane Johnson
said that's been very positive for the
store, with 12 people so far having
been trained for various positions in
departments such as the bakery, the
meat department and produce.

“They’ve all been trained and most
are working in full-time permanent
positions,” said Johnson. “It has been
great for us to have new residents
who want to work full-time and want
to learn new skills that were differ-
ent from what they were doing. We

CELEBRATING

LOUIS RIEL DAY

FEBRUARY 19, 2024

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake-Gimli

interlakegimlimla@gmail.com

Gimli 204-641-8525 | Arborg 204-376-3401
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Gimli CDC expecting arrival of more Ukrainian newcomers
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do have a couple people who only
wanted part-time work, including a
student. Overall, this has been great
for us and I think it's been great for
them, too.”

Not only is the community working

summer24

delivery

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT

hard to find jobs for the newcomers,
but the new residents themselves are
working hard to improve their Eng-
lish skills, said Johnson. She has had

Continued on page 10

LET USBRING
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TOLIFE



4 The Express Weekly News Thursday, February 15, 2024

Marble Ridge Colony teacher bringing parliamentary know-how to the classroom

By Patricia Barrett

A Marble Ridge Colony School teacher has been acceler-
ating student learning about Canada’s legislative system
after spending a week on Parliament Hill and taking part
in a program for teachers.

Sheena Letexier, who teaches kindergarten to Grade 8,
is encouraging her students to become more invested in
democratic practice, preparing them to think critically
about governance, teaching them how Canada’s Parlia-
ment works and preparing them for civic responsibilities
such as voting.

Letexier went to Ottawa last November to take part in
the Teachers Institute on Canadian Parliamentary Democ-
racy, a week-long professional development program for
educators that focuses on democracy, governance and
citizenship and provides them with opportunities to meet
with politicians.

Letexier said teaching students about Canada’s political
system is already part of the social studies curriculum at
Marble Ridge, but she wants to enhance their knowledge
of parliamentary procedures.

“While I was in Ottawa, they told us that Canadians
aged 18-24 have the lowest voter turnout. That's why
we're trying to get students under 18 interested in vot-
ing,” said Letexier. “That’s one of this program’s top goals
for us as teachers: to have us engaging our students in
authentic learning about the democratic system and pro-
viding them with opportunities to experience the voting
process firsthand. Students should take an interest in
Canada’s politics and have their voices heard through the
democratic process.”

Letexier said she underwent a fairly rigorous application
process to earn a spot in the program. About 85 teachers
(including six from Manitoba) from across Canada, rep-
resenting every province and territory, were able to take
part in the program, which is funded for the most part
through the [federal] Library of Parliament budget. The
Lakeshore School Division picked up part of Letexier’s
expense.

Letexier and her fellow teachers got to visit with House

The Westshore Community

Foundation
is accepting applications for grants
from eligible registered charities.
Applications can be made online or
downloaded & printed at

www.westshorefoundation.ca
Printed applications can be mailed to

Box 395, Gimli, MB ROC 1BO or
emailed to admin@wcf-foundation.ca

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

from February 15th to March 15th

For more information email
admin@wcf-foundation.ca
“Building a Lasting Legacy”

Speaker Greg Fergus and learn ,~
about his role, attend ques-
tion period, visit with Senate
Speaker Raymonde Gagné and
ask her questions, meet with
the chief electoral officer, attend
Rideau Hall where Gov. Gen.
Mary Simon addressed them
and visit their respective MPs’
offices.

The event also included a visit
with Justice Nicholas Kasirer at
the Supreme Court of Canada,
a meeting with various media
representatives and a dinner
with parliamentarians at which
Letexier and her colleagues
from Manitoba and Saskatch-
ewan got to sit with MP James
Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake-East-
man) and Sen. Pamela Wallin,
who is from Saskatchewan.

“Every day was jam-packed,”
said Letexier. “We were treated
so well there. They opened all \_

\

v

the doors for us.”

Armed with firsthand knowl-
edge of Canada’s parliamentary
system, along with online re-
sources available to teachers on
the Library of Parliament web-
site, Letexier and a fellow Colony teacher had
their students take part in the Bill on the Hill
virtual activity, which teaches kids how bills be-
come law and how the public can take part in
voicing their opinions on a bill.

“We also did an exercise on parliamentary
committees, where after a bill passes two read-
ings it goes to a committee and the public has
an opportunity to speak to it. We have a fake
bill called the Vegetable Harmony Act, which says
parents cannot feed their kids certain vegetables
such as spinach, Brussels sprouts, turnips and
cauliflower. The bill is written like a real bill,
with English on one side and French on the oth-
er,” said Letexier.

“We did this simulation with our middle years
and high school students this week. We decided
who would be pro and who’d be con and who’d
be an MP or a special interest group from the
public. The students were getting excited about
learning how to debate this bill. If the govern-
ment made this bill a law, vegetable growers
would lose a lot of money and it'd put people
out of business. But one student said, ‘I don’t like
those vegetables so I'm in favour of this law.””

To further encourage her students’ interest in
active citizenship, Letexier said she takes them
through the election process when there are
municipal, provincial and federal elections. Stu-
dents investigate candidates and parties and
take part in a mock vote.

She also invites local politicians to read to
the students during February’s I Love to Read
month. She’s had NDP and Conservative poli-
ticians take part. RM of Fisher Reeve Shannon
Pyziak was at Marble Ridge last week to read to
the students.

“Reeve Pyziak brought in a book that the RM
of Fisher created with excellent graphic designs.

Teacher Sheena Letexier met with MP James Bezan in Ottawa
last November during her participation in the Teachers Institute
on Canadian Parliamentary Democracy, a week-long professional
development program for educators.
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Marble Ridge Colony School students (from left)
Dylan, Brooklyn and Riley writing Valentine's Day
cards to Canada's veterans.

It's all about our municipality, explaining what
the RM does. The students prepared questions
for her before she came and each student got to
ask her different questions,” said Letexier.

As part of active citizenship, Letexier is also
having students create Valentine’s cards that
will be sent to Canadian veterans through the
Valentines for Vets program.

“We want our students to know that doing
things for others is very important, especially
our veterans who've done so much for our free-
dom. It’s nice to talk about them on Remem-
brance Day but also remember them on Valen-
tine’s Day,” she said. “Our Hutterite students are
very thankful for that.”

Visit www.parl.gc.ca/education for more in-
formation about Canada’s Library of Parliament
resources for teachers.



By Becca Myskiw

Phase 1 of the local wellness centre’s
construction is slated to be done this
June.

What was formerly the Ashern curl-
ing rink is being developed into a
wellness centre for the community.
Lakeshore Regional Wellness Com-
mission (LRWC) is spearheading the
$1.5-million project, which will add
a walking track, a pickleball court, a
shuffle court, a gym, meeting rooms,
a sauna and more to the area.

LRWC vice-president Scott Camer-
on said when Ashern lost its curling
rink, the group was formed to turn
the then-empty space into a wellness
centre. Since then, their mission has
evolved, and the goal is to create a
space that supports well-being in ev-
ery way.

“We want to be neutral and inclu-
sive to all people,” said Cameron.

“We want to support the overall well-
ness of the community, whether that’s
physical or mental health.”

The project started before the CO-
VID-19 pandemic with fundraisers
to kick off construction. A Building
Sustainable Communities grant add-
ed $272,000 in funding along with a
$95,000 Enabling Accessibility Grant,
a $1,700 Interlake-Eastern Regional
Health Authority grant, a $5,000
Community Futures grant and an Ef-
ficiency Manitoba grant for $14,253.

That money has allowed RWC to im-
prove the centre’s accessibility, add-
ing concrete ramps to the entrances on
each level of the three-tier building. A
major excavation made room for the
ramps, which go from the parking lot
to the basement and upstairs levels.
The accessible entrances will now be
the centre’s main entrances, the old
ones working as fire exits. LRWC is
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Ashern wellness centre slated to open this summer

also adding a ramp to the centre’s ice
level so that everyone can participate
in every activity.

The centre’s basement has also been
completely gutted, with LRWC add-
ing a new changeroom layout, mak-
ing it gender-neutral with private
washrooms, private changing spaces,
lockers and meeting space. There will
now also be accessible washrooms on
the ice surface and upstairs, allowing
everyone to use the bathroom no mat-
ter where they are in the building.

“It's super exciting,” said Cameron.
“I know a lot of people in the commu-
nity and surrounding area are looking
forward to getting in there.”

The accessibility additions and basic
restructuring are all part of Phase 1,
which essentially makes the build-
ing operational. The rest of the proj-
ect will include numerous upgrades
down the road that can be done while

the centre is still in use.

Today, LRWC is about $500,000 into
the project. Cameron said the group
will hold a capital campaign in the
coming months to encourage fund-
raising for the rest of the project. He
expects Phase 1 to be finished by June
2024, which means people could use
the wellness centre this summer.

“We're trying to offer as much as we
can to the public that supports well-
being,” said Cameron. “It’s almost
contagious when people are active
and mentally well.”

The wellness centre has endless op-
portunities for activities. In it, people
can partake in yoga, weight lifting,
fitness, dance, archery, virtual golf,
gymnastics, meditation, reading,
shuffleboard, board games, video
games, musical events and more.

Gimli Art Club opens its after five months of renos

By Becca Myskiw

The Gimli Art Club has officially opened its doors for the
first time since September long weekend.

The gallery at 3 Centre St. in Gimli closed shortly after
September long weekend in 2023 to start renovating the
space to make it more accessible. The upgrades aren’t fin-
ished yet, but once they are, the Gimli Art Club’s building
will have level access, automatic doors and an accessible
washroom.

“We decided it was the perfect opportunity to rethink the
way the front gallery looked,” said Gayle Halliwell, Gimli
Art Club member on the display team.

As the space was closed anyway, the display team took
advantage of the circumstances and rolled up their sleeves
to reinvent the gallery. Together, club members painted,
changed, altered and fixed the front gallery to make it look
like a completely different space. Halliwell said before
they renovated the front gallery, its overall look wasn't
cohesive.

“There were pieces that came in and were acquired over
a length of time,” she said. “They didn't all feel like there
was unity.”

So the display team made the furniture match and
pushed back the display pieces so the artwork could come
forward. They painted the walls white and added bright
yellow accents, allowing the colours to play off of each

Take care of details so they

don't have to. Just ask Ken.

/.

KEN LOEHMER

FUNERAL SERVICES

55 Main St, Teulon Call 204-886-0404 or visit www.kIfuneralservices.ca

other and bring distance between them, with black trim
mediating the space.

“There’s brilliant yellow to set your heart on fire and
some cool white to bring you back down,” said Halliwell.

The Gimli Art Club reopened its doors on Feb. 3 for the
public and they’ll remain open every weekend until the
summer season when they’ll be open every day. The Gimli
Art Club’s gallery has art for sale from numerous artists
across the province, most from the Interlake region. Halli-
well said if someone wants a niche piece of art, they likely
have it, noting cards with polar bears or roosters on them.
They also have souvenirs of all kinds, pieces to hang on
your walls and things to give as gifts.

“As I walked out of the doorway of the gallery, I thought
to myself, ‘it’s just wonderful that we are going to present
our faces to the community again,”” said Halliwell. “The
other members said the same thing — it feels like we're
back in the community again.”

Gimli Chamber Quarterly General Meeting

Your Gimli Chamber of Commerce (GCC) is
excited to hold our quarterly General Meeting
on Wednesday, February 21st

at the Lakeview Gimli Resort.
Special Guests Include:

Gimli RCMP will be speaking to us in hopes of determining
any policing issues or programs that should be prioritized
within our GCC Community.

Don Matthewson will be available to answer questions about
the Chamber of Commerce Group Insurance Benefits.
Along with a few other guest speakers & presentations.
We will also hear about the
Chamber’s news and ongoing initiatives.
Wednesday, February 21st, 2024 at 7:00 pm
in Lakeview North.

Doors Open at 6:45 for networking.
Prospective members are welcome. For more information,
please contact gimlichamber@gmail.com

Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61
20 Hamilton Avenue Legion 204-389-2660

Spring Craft Sale
—June22 v
(10:00 — 3:00) ¥ &
Various Crafters, Vendors, Ukrainian
Food, Baking, Canteen and more!

To book tables call 204-389-2660 and leave
message or email rclbr61@gmail.com.

THE <

CINEMA

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

SHOWTIMES:

Please check individual listings
Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Cash only

FRI-THURS FEB 16 - FEB 22

at 7:30 pm Each Night

WONKA

FRI-THURS FEB 23 - FEB 29

at 7:30 pm Each Night

Violence

MADAME
WEB

Violence; Coarse Language
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Beware when looking for rental properties online

By Lana Meier

On Feb. 5, Portage la Prairie RCMP
received a report of a rental scam.

The real estate company in the area
reached out to officers due to receiv-
ing alarming emails regarding prop-
erties listed for sale on their website.

According to the company, individ-
uals were unlawfully capturing imag-
es and details of properties listed for
sale or rent on the authorized realty
platform. These falsified listings were
presented as a rental unit or home on
a distinct fraudulent site, prompting
unsuspecting renters to submit pay-
ment in order to secure the rental.

RCMP are warning the public to be
aware of this rental scam.

When browsing for a rental, it’s im-
portant to keep an eye out for warn-
ing signs.

Gypsumville RCMP

By Lana Meier

In the afternoon of Feb. 2, Gypsum-
ville RCMP received a report about a
deceased woman who was discovered
outside her vehicle on Loop Road in
Little Saskatchewan First Nation.

Officers attended the scene and lo-
cated the body of a 40-year-old wom-
an a short distance away from her
vehicle.

Investigators believe that sometime
during the overnight hours, the ve-
hicle entered the ditch and became
stuck in the snow.

It appeared that the woman had
been outside and away from her ve-
hicle for an extended period of time
before she was located.

An autopsy has been scheduled.

The RCMP in Gypsumville, in con-
junction with the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner, are currently con-

ADVERTISING OR PRINT
CONTACT INFORMATION
Lana Meier 204-292-2128

Fax 204-467-2679

> EMAIL US

Letters to the Editor: news@expressweeklynews.ca

Classifieds: ads@expressweeklynews.ca
News: news@expressweeklynews.ca
Print: igraphic@mymts.net

OUR EDITORIAL STAFF

Brian Bowman Sports Reporter
news@expressweeklynews.ca
ads@expressweeklynews.ca Patricia Barrett - Reporter/Photographer
PHONE 204-467-5836 Cell 204-407-6099 patricia@expressweeklynews.ca

74 Patterson Drive, Stonewall Industrial Par
Box 39, Stonewall, MB ROC 2Z0

. The monthly rent is lower
than other similar places.
. You're asked to leave a de-

posit without any formal rental agree-
ment or lease in place.

. You're asked to send money
to someone outside your province or
country.

. When you ask about the
rental, you get an email that sends
you to a website asking for personal
or financial information.

Here’s what you can do to avoid be-
ing scammed:

. Reach out to local realtors in
the area to inquire about the property
listed.

. Go to the address, make
sure the listing is truthful and accu-
rate. If you are unable to go in person,
use the Internet to see actual images

Call Patricia Barrett
1-204-407-6099
patricia@expressweeklynews.ca

of the rental.

. Research the address to en-
sure it is not a duplicate post. Sched-
ule a showing and confirm that the
landlord will be present.

. Request a lease or contract.
Review it thoroughly.

o Be sure to know your rights
as a tenant.

In the event that you have fallen
prey to a rental scam or any other
form of deceptive activity, it is essen-
tial to promptly report the incident to
the police and also notify the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre.

To learn more about ongoing fraud-
ulent activities and trickery, visit the
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre website
at https:/ /antifraudcentre-centrean-
tifraude.ca/index-eng.htm.

investigating sudden death; shooting

ducting an investigation.
RCMP respond to shooting in
Pinaymootang First Nation

On Feb. 12, at approximately 11:50
p-m., Gypsumville RCMP responded
to a shooting in Pinaymootang First
Nation.

Upon arrival, officers located an
unresponsive 23-year-old male out-
side of a residence. Officers provided
first-aid, including CPR, but he was
later pronounced deceased on scene.

RCMP Major Crime Services, along
with Gypsumville and Ashern RCMP,
and RCMP Forensic Identification
Services, are on scene and continue to
investigate.

Anyone with information is asked
to call Gypsumville RCMP Detach-

ment at 204-659-2682, Crime Stop-
pers anonymously at 1-800-222-8477,
or secure tip online at www.manito-
bacrimestoppers.com.

Correction

By Patricia Barrett

In the article titled “Arborg Legion
Ladies Auxiliary generous donation
to Riverdale Place Homes” published
in the Feb. 8 Express Weekly News, it
should have said that the donation
from the Arborg Legion Ladies Aux-
iliary Branch 161 was for Riverdale
Place Workshop.

The staff of the Express Weekly News
apologizes for the error.
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Hidden Trea

By Patricia Barrett

Hidden Treasures Studio in Gimli
is throwing an Empty Bowls event to
raise money for the Evergreen Basic
Needs food bank to help eliminate
hunger and food insecurity in the
community.

Hidden Treasures owner Barb Stein
said no painting experience on pot-
tery is necessary as staff will be pro-
viding instruction and inspiration.

“No pottery painting experience is
needed. We will give guidance and
provide ideas and inspiration,” she
said.

The event is ideal for families and
kids.

Participants can warm up with a
bowl of soup while they paint an un-
fired bowl. Swiss mountain soup with
a pretzel bun or minestrone soup with
a pretzel bun will be available.

Participants can also choose the size
of bowl they’d like to paint. Alarge ce-
real bowl (6 inches by 3 inches) costs

\ /
$45. An ice cream bowl (4.5 inches by

2.5 inches) costs $35.

The bowls will be fired — which will
make them food safe — at the Hidden
Treasures studio after the event and
participants will be notified when
their bowl is ready for pick-up.

The Empty Bowls event will take
place Saturday, Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. at
the Lakeview Resort. All supplies and
kiln firing are included in the price.

sures throwing Empty Bowls event
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Hidden Treasures Studio in Gimli is hosting an empty bowls ending hunger one
bowl at a time fundraiser on Feb. 17 in support of Evergreen Basic Needs food
bank.

People can register online through
Hidden Treasures website. The studio

is located at 40 Centre St.

Lockport resident places second in class in drag-and-drive race

By Kaitlin Vitt

Sheldon Root, who lives in Lock-
port, and his 1962 Acadian placed
second in his class “rowdy radials”
in Sick Week, an annual “drag-and-
drive” event in the United States.

Competitors ran quarter-mile time
trials on dragstrips (straight race-
ways) every day for five days and
would drive on public roadways to
travel to the next dragstrip. Drivers
started in Orlando, Fla., travelled to
various stops in the state, and made
their way to Georgia before going
back to Orlando.

“With the safety rules involved, you
don’t race on the street,” Root said.
“The driving on the street is all with-
in the legal [limits]. We're not speed-

ing down the highway.”

The total distance travelled was
about 1,600 kilometres. Drivers had
to take photos at check stops along
the way to prove they took the desig-
nated route.

“Once you leave the first racetrack,
basically everything that you need
needs to be with you, as there are no
support vehicles,” Root said. “It's
basically you need to have whatever
you need in order to make the week.”

These are cars built to go fast, not
far, so it’s a real endurance test, Root
said.

“These are not just your normal
cars,” Root said. “Some of them are
making an excess of 3,000 horsepow-
er. You need to build a car to survive
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Sheldon Root (left) placed second in his class at Sick Week, a drag-and-drive race.

His father joined him as part of his crew.

vert the car from race trim (version)
for the dragstrip to street trim for the

the whole week.”

The cars pull trailers behind them
with all the equipment they need for
the five days. The drivers have to con-

Continued on page 10

SOLAR REBATES

FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Find out how our Solar Rebate
Program can help you save.

Visit efficiencyMB.ca/solar to learn more.
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Prairie Innovation Centre receives $S100K donation from the McCain Foundation

By Lana Meier

Assiniboine  Community College’s
Prairie Innovation Centre for Sustain-
able Agriculture has received $100,000
from the McCain Foundation.

Agriculture and food are the largest
areas of applied research at Assini-
boine. The Prairie Innovation Centre
will provide an integrated learning
environment with a mixture of col-
laborative learning spaces, applied
research labs, multipurpose spaces
and amenities.

“The McCain Foundation is proud
to support initiatives that recognize
the importance of global environ-
mental challenges, like food security,”
said Linda McCain, chair of the Mc-
Cain Foundation. “By investing in
education and supporting agriculture
programming at Assiniboine, The
foundation hopes to contribute to a
strong, sustainable future for agricul-
ture in Manitoba.”

The centre will utilize the Parkland

Community Support Service

AA Meetings in Ashern
Open Meeting
Time: 6-7pm Fridays
Starting Friday March 3rd.
Location: #11 2nd Ave North
-Pioneer Manor
(beside the main door entrance
of Pioneer Manor)
Contact AAMBCO@mts.net

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Erikesdale (side door)
Meetings are Mondays
at 6:30 p.m.

AA Winnipeg Beach

Lady of the Lake RC Church
Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave.,
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

Gimli Group AA

Bldg 18 Municipal Rd
Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next
to New Horizon building... Gimli at
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an
hour of support, strength, guidance
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777.

All ages welcome.

AA Riverton Group
12 Main St. at the
Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m.

building located on the North Hill
campus, along with the grow plots,
orchard and weed identification gar-
den. It will also incorporate the Sus-
tainable Greenhouse into its opera-
tions, which was previously funded
by the McCain Foundation. This fa-
cility aims to offer interdisciplinary
training, hands-on education and ap-
plied research opportunities.

The creation of the Prairie Innova-
tion Centre will provide students,
who represent the future agricultural
workforce, with more chances to ac-
quire practical professional experi-
ences by collaborating with industry
partners. This initiative will also bol-
ster the college’s efforts in promoting
economic prosperity in Manitoba by
focusing on applied research, work-
integrated learning, extension and in-
novation.

“The agriculture industry is evolv-
ing to a place where technology and
food innovations coupled with a
strong commitment to sustainability
are fundamental to things like agron-
omy, farming or land management
and value-added food processing,”
said Tim Hore, dean of the Russ Ed-
wards School of Agriculture and En-
vironment at Assiniboine. “You can’t
do one without having knowledge of
the other parts. The McCain Founda-
tion donation supports our mission to
become a leader in agriculture educa-
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The McCain Foundation has granted $100,000 to the Prairie Innovation Centre
for Sustainable Agriculture at Assiniboine Community College.

tion and applied research to ensure
we are producing well educated stu-
dents who enter the ag sector with the
advanced skills to champion sustain-
ability in the agriculture industry.”

In 2019, the college initiated the Prai-
rie Innovation Centre campaign and
has since raised its fundraising goal
twice. Originally set at $10 million, it
was then increased to $15 million and
has now surpassed the new target of

$20 million. As of January 2023, the
Province of Manitoba has pledged an
initial amount of $10 million towards
design and costing.

The Prairie Innovation Centre will
create an enhanced agricultural train-
ing capacity, increasing seats in ag-
riculture, environment and related
technology programs from 300 to
more than 800 to fill the growing agri-
cultural labour gap.

RM of Gimli asks ratepayers to prune encroaching vegetation

By Patricia Barrett

The RM of Gimli is asking property
owners to pull out their shears and
start trimming their trees and hedges
that extend on to municipal property.

A notice posted on the RM’s web-
site says ratepayers have until the
end of February to trim vegetation
that impedes pedestrian or vehicular
traffic, signs, intersection sight lines
and street lighting.

The RM'’s director of operations Ron
Hahlweg said the major focus is on
sidewalks within the town of Gimli.

“Branches and tree limbs from
trees and shrubs that impede side-
walks pose potential hazards to pe-
destrians and can cause damage to
the maintenance equipment that is
used to maintain the sidewalk,” said
Hahlweg. “As per CS1 Tree Control
Policy, if an owner fails to trim back
the branches and limbs, the munici-
pality has the authority to complete
the work and bill back the property
owner, [but] the municipality prefers
to have the property owner complete
the work.”

He added that no fines will be is-
sued if ratepayers fail to prune.
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Trimming trees in Gimli.



By Katelyn Boulanger

Secret World of Sound is a three-part
documentary series that will premiere
on CBC’s The Nature of Things and
CBC Gem on Feb. 15. This series uses
science to delve into the sounds that
animals make to learn more about our
world and part of the filming took
place right here in the Interlake.

“We were looking at the ways ani-
mals use sound in really unique ways
to survive, to make sure that they
don’t get eaten by somebody else,
or that they find prey or they find a
mate. One of the, of course, animals
that came up was the amazing great
grey owl. We were intrigued by that
creature,” said executive producer
and writer Dugald Maudsley.

In Episode 1: Hunters and Hunted,
which residents can view on Feb. 15,
the team visited our area to discover
how the great grey owl manipulates
sound to capture its prey under near-
ly a metre of snow.

“We were intrigued by that crea-
ture because it uses its hearing in a
really unique way to capture its prey
in a really difficult environment, an
environment filled with snow,” said
Maudsley.

They teamed up with local owl ex-
pert James Duncan of Discover Owls
to learn more about these impressive
local birds.

“[Duncan] was just amazing in help-
ing us not only understand the be-
haviour of these owls but helping us
figure out where we’d shoot. And we
did we did a bunch of filming actually
on his property,” said Maudsley.

The area of interest that they were
trying to learn more about through
the owls was how they hunt their
prey through the snow. Because of the
properties of snow and the way that
it muffles sounds and sound doesn’t
always move through it in as predict-
able a way as it travels through air,
the team used the latest technology
to figure out how the owl catches its
prey and accounts for this distortion.

To do this, they used an acoustic

camera to delve into science that, to
their knowledge, was explored for the
first time in this project.

Maudsley explained that it was
a particularly cold -40 Celsius day
when the filming took place and the
crew who was mostly from warmer
climes was quite chilly, but in the end,
they got the information they needed.

Something else that Maudsley men-
tioned as particularly interesting
about this series is that they do use
music in some sections but there is
an emphasis, as you might expect, on
natural sounds.

“A lot of the time when you're
watching this film, all you're doing is
listening to the sounds that are made
by the animals or the location,” he
said.

He said that this creates a very relax-
ing quality to the series.

The great grey owl was one of 21
species of animals from around the
world that were featured in the docu-
mentary.

“Over the three episodes, we filmed
in 11 different countries, from Kenya
to Australia to the Caribbean and, of
course, in Canada. Here, we filmed
wolf pups in Ontario. We filmed the
sharp-tailed grouse in Alberta and
also the elk we also filmed in Alberta.
We filmed lions in Africa. We filmed
elephants in Africa. We filmed the
bumblebees in the UK., desert frogs
and toads in Arizona, meerkats in Bo-
tswana and the Caribbean, flamingo
just off the coast of Mexico,” said
Maudsley.

He encourages residents to check
out the show next week.

“There’re lots of documentaries
about animals out there. But this one
really stands alone because it focuses
on sound, which is something that
most documentaries like this don’t
do. It's all about the beautiful pictures
rather than about this amazing sound.
And so it’s really flipping the equa-
tion around, and because we’re using
this cool equipment to get sounds that
you normally can’t hear, we're able to
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International documentary features local great grey owls
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Photo of a great grey owl that was captured by the Secret World of Sound team.

actually get inside. That's why we call
it Secret World of Sound — we’re get-
ting inside this world of animals to
hear basically how they communicate
with each other and what’s going on.
And by doing that, you can really un-

derstand their behaviour in a totally
new and unique perspective. So, to
me, that's what's really exciting about
it. It's just a new way of looking at an-
imals and the totally cool things they
do,” said Maudsley.

—

Engage MB

BUDGET 2024

Learn more at
EngageMB.ca

Share your
priorities

We want to hear from you
as we plan Budget 2024.

Share your priorities by filling
out our short survey.

Manitoba ¥
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> GIMLI CDC, FROM PG. 3

staff enrol in English language train-
ing and Sobeys has sponsored some
of that training.

Those who are proficient English
speakers have also been helping other
Ukrainian staff members at Sobeys —
and store trainers — overcome com-
munication challenges.

“We did sponsor them to take Eng-
lish lessons and that’s been beneficial
for us because they're helping the

St. Michael's, St. Benedict's and
Our Lady of the Lake Church

Feb. 14,2024 Ash Wednesday Mass at St. Michael's
Church 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Stations of the Cross are as follows:
Our lady of the Lake: following the 10:00 a.m. Mass every Thursday
St. Michael's: following the 10:00 a.m. Mass every Friday
St. Benedict's: before weekly mass on Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
Celebration of our Lord's Passion Week
Palm Sunday - March 24th, 2024

- St. Benedict's at 9:00 a.m.

- St. Michael's at 11:00 a.m.
Holy Thursday Mass: March 28, 2024 St. Michael's Church at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Mass: March 29, 2024 Our Lady of the Lake 3:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil: Saturday, March 30,2024 Qur Lady of the Lake 5:00 p.m.

St. Michael's at 8:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday: St.Benedict's at 9:00 a.m.

St. Michael's at 11:00 a.m.

Introduction to Catechism start Tuesday February
27th, 2024 @ 4:30 at St. Michael’s Church Hall.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Performance of “SISTER'S OF THE HOLY ROCK"
On Saturday, April 20, 2024 at Fraserwood Hall
Doors open: 6:30 p.m.
Performance: 7:00 p.m.
Price: $20.00 in advance or $25.00 at the door
For more information please contact Christine at 204-795-9546
PLEASE BRING A TIN FOR THE BIN TO HELP SUPPORT THOSE IN NEED!!

Thursday, February 15, 2024

others learn English. They’re also
helping us when we'’re training. If
there’s something that doesn’t trans-
late well, they’re able to understand
what we mean and translate that into
Ukrainian so that the other person can
understand the word and the spirit of
what we're saying,” said Johnson.

Because Gimli has a busy cottage
and tourism season in the summer,
Johnson said Sobeys typically hires
about 30 people every summer. And
if there are more newcomers coming
to Gimli, there will likely be opportu-
nities for employment.

With the federal government’s
Canada-Ukraine Authorization for
Emergency Travel (CUAET) program
about to expire on March 31 (for entry
to Canada), Specula said there may be
lots of Ukrainians arriving in the prov-
ince. Those that come after that date
may require assistance that was for-
merly available under CUAET. With
a volunteer base having dropped off
over the past few years, newcomers
may face some challenges.

“Under the federal CUAET pro-
gram, they get a work visa, health
card and financial support set up for
them, and when they come to Gimli,
they’re ready to work. When CUAET
ends, they’ll have to navigate through
the Canadian immigration system
like everybody else,” said Specula.
“I've tried in the past, before the

SAVE WITH OUR HOME
INSULATION REBATE

Qualify. Insulate. Get a Rebate.

Adding insulation to your attic, walls,
and foundation will improve your home’s
comfort and help you reduce energy costs.

Find out if you qualify today

efficiencyMB.ca/homeinsulation §

EFFICIENCY

Y MANITOBA

Approval is required before you start your project. Work with a registered supplier to qualify.

Natural gas efficiency programs are funded

in part by the Low Carbon Economy Fund.

Funded in part by:
Financé en partie par:

Canadi  Manitoba 9%

[Russian] war, to get people to come
here to work because there just aren’t
enough people to work all the jobs in
town. I found it’s a slow system with
lots of red tape.”

She said she’s worried that without
the assistance they had under CU-
AET, some may struggle with sky-
high rental accommodations or have
trouble finding jobs in the city.

“Rent is so atrocious in the city that
we do have people coming to Gimli.
They're also coming here because
they said they’re having trouble find-
ing a job in the city. I don’t know why
that is. We do help them find jobs
here,” she said. “We’ve got cheaper
rent at our dormitory and it’s a safe
place. We’ve managed so far to find
housing for everybody that needs it,
but I am having to turn some housing
down because it’s just too expensive
for the newcomers. We're pushing the
200 mark [the number of Ukrainian
newcomers that have come to Gimli]
if we're not there already.”

Under the CUAET program, there
were a total of 1,189,320 applications
received between March 17, 2022,
and Jan. 27, 2024, of which 958,190
were approved. Of those approvals,
221,231 people arrived in Canada, ac-
cording to the federal government’s
immigration and citizenship web-
page (viewed Feb. 10).

Mary Rose Sabater, a spokesperson
for the federal department of Immi-
gration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC), said with the end of
the CUAET application intake on July
15, 2023, Ukrainians were still able to

> RACE, FROM PG. 7

public road.

The drivers and their crew — some-
one in the car with them for the long-
distance drives — change the car’s
tires, shocks, spark plugs and fuel
to make it road-ready versus race-
ready. Root’s father joined him as his
crew for this year’s Sick Week.

Root bought his Acadian for $300
about 30 years ago. In 2008, he
started working on the car to make
it race-ready, building it all himself.
He’s been racing it on and off for
about 15 years.

His Acadian makes about 2,500
horsepower. In Sick Week, the fast-
est he drove was 4.7 seconds at 160

apply for a regular temporary resi-
dent visa to come to Canada.

“Once in Canada, these clients will
be eligible to apply, until March 31,
2024, for study permits, open work
permits and an extended stay of up
to three years, and will benefit from
priority application processing. Set-
tlement services are available to all
Ukrainian nationals in Canada until
March 31, 2025,” said Sabater.

“It's important to note that some of
these individuals who are now taking
advantage of the protection offered
in neighbouring countries may have
chosen not to withdraw their pending
applications with IRCC given the con-
tinued uncertainty of the situation.
IRCC can’t process applications until
clients have provided all the neces-
sary documentation and biometrics.”

When asked how long it takes to
process a temporary visa under nor-
mal channels for a Ukrainian appli-
cant, Sabater said it varies depending
on “a number of factors.” More com-
plex applications may take longer.
But IRCC continues to process appli-
cations “as quickly as possible.”

“Visa applications are considered
on a case-by-case basis on the specific
facts presented by the applicant in
each case,” she said. “The decisions
are made by highly trained visa of-
ficers according to Canadian law. All
visitors are carefully screened before
coming into Canada. This screening
ensures that these persons do not
pose a threat to the health, safety or
security of Canadians.”

miles.

Root has always been interested
in cars, he said. In the late 1990s, he
started drag racing at the track in
Gimli. His interest influenced his ca-
reer — he owns Motion Performance,
a performance vehicle shop.

“It's basically part of my life,” Root
said. “It's what I do all day long, but
it’s also my hobby.”

He said the car community is sup-
portive, and the camaraderie among
racers is what makes the sport so fun.

For people interested in racing, he
suggests going to the track in Gimli
to see if you enjoy it, and if you do,
then take part in a drag-and-drive
event.

Beaver Creek Bible Camp

AGM

Sunday, February 25th at 5pm

Hosted at Morweena EMC
Faspa will be served

Come for a camp update & dessert auction

Root raced in
Sick Week last
year and also
placed second
in his class, but
he thinks he has
a championship
race in him yet.

“It's time to
go back and try
to get first,” he
said.




Brose offering music lessons
and songwriting mentorship

By Patricia Barrett

A musician who recently moved to Sandy Hook
has been nominated for another international song-
writing award and is setting up a studio to wel-
come local and area students.

After falling for a woman from the Gimli area,
James Brose — who also records under the name
Jamie Brose — recently moved from Kenora, Ont.,
to Sandy Hook where he’s settling in, continuing
to record music for a new album and teaching stu-
dents.

Brose is waiting for the results from the U.K.
Songwriting Contest, an annual international com-
petition that he’s entered almost every year, apart
from a few years during the COVID-19 pandemic
when he took a break.

In 2018 he achieved the number 1 finalist position
and overall winner in the rock category. This year,
he entered a song into the contest’s adult contem-
porary category.
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Sandy Hook musician picks up international song-writing nomination

“In 2018 I ranked as number 1 in the world for
the tune I wrote,” said Brose, who plays guitar. “I'm
currently waiting for the results of the 2024 contest.
I'm expecting to be a finalist in this competition
in more than one category and I'm pretty excited
about it. I know I'm in the Top 4 right now and I'm
waiting for pole position.”

The UK. Songwriting Contest discovers new
songwriting talent through songs submitted to
its annual competition. The judges include Stuart
Epps, a UK. producer who has worked with Elton
John, Oasis and Robbie Williams, among many mu-
sical stars.

Brose has made the competition’s finals almost
every year since he first submitted material in 2015.
Last year he was a finalist in three separate catego-
ries, made the Top 4 of the rock category and scored
a five-star rating (out of five) and a commendation
for his single Fly Me Away.

“Fly Me Away is a song about the Gimli Glider. I
grew fascinated with Gimli. When I was living in
Toronto, I remembered when the plane landed in
Gimli with no loss of life. It was quite the story,”
said Brose. “I drove out to the original runway to
look at it when I was writing the song for the Glid-
er’s 40th anniversary last year.”

As a result of winning numerous awards, Brose
said his music could be placed in movies and televi-
sion, which could be financially rewarding.

Having grown up in a musical family and learned
classical music theory by the time he was 10 years
old, Brose said teaching music has always been a
“big part” of his life.

His primary instrument is guitar but he has taught
bass, too. Not only is he welcoming new music stu-
dents, but he’s also welcoming songwriters who
want to hone their skills.

“TI'd like to mentor people with their songwriting
in addition to music theory if they’re interested,”
he said.

He said he can teach all genres of music, including
country, rock, jazz, blues and classical.

“Music theory applies to all genres. I like to start
with teaching music theory then allow the student
to apply that to what they like,” he said. “What I try
to do is give students the tools they need to prog-
ress down their own path.”

While he waits for the results of the U.K. competi-
tion, Brose is finishing a CD that he’s working on
with musician and music producer Murray Pulver
(Doc Walker and the Crash Test Dummies) and

Smooth. Stylish. Passionate.

> UPMB.ca
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Manitoba'’s
minerals and
metals are
shaping our
world.

MA“‘.. MINING ASSOCIATION
I OF MANITOBA INC.

Continued on page 12
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Evergreen Basic Needs would like
to acknowledge the following for
their support in 2023:

I * I Government  Gouvernement
of Canada du Canada
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The above-average temperatures continued with spring-like weather last week.
With all the warming and cooling temperatures and rain last Thursday, everything
was left as a sheet of ice, making it very treacherous to get around. Help the
Express record the weather of the week and send in your photos of friends or
family enjoying the outdoors. Email: news@expressweeklynews.ca
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bass player Spider (Kenneth Sinnaeve
from the band Streetheart). He’s re-
corded with the “best of the best”
including guitarist Theofilos Xenidis,
(a.k.a. Phil X) of Bon Jovi. He has also
toured with the Winnipeg band Har-
lequin.

“I'm working on my third album
right now and Spider has played bass
on every song. And Murray Pulver
has produced every song as well,” he
said.

make from song sales.

Having been in bands all his life and
playing the music circuit between To-
ronto and Kenora, Brose said he miss-
es live gigs.

“Right now, I'm focusing on song-
writing and teaching, but I do miss
gigging,” he said. “I'm contemplating
how to best get back into gigging as I
haven’t yet met any musicians in this
area. It would be fun to get together.”

Contact James Brose at 807- 464-
2690 or email jfbrose4dmusic@gmail.
com for more information about mu-

A Note from Evergreen Basic Needs

Evergreen Basic Needs would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to all who supported EBN through 2023: governments:
federal, provincial and municipal; foundations: both national and
local; and businesses, organizations and individuals. This past
year brought both challenges and opportunities but with the help
of all, including our dedicated volunteers and staff, we were able
to meet the challenges and capitalize on the opportunities.

The challenges continue on many fronts, whether it is the
increased costs of food, housing and fuel or the increase in the
number of households who have had to rely on the Food Bank.
Through it all the EBN Food Bank maintains its ability to provide
relief from food insecurity with basic food items to those who
need our services. Whether it is a one-time need or ongoing
assistance EBN will be there.

The support that we have received will allow us to confidently
continue with our mandate to help those who need help.

Thank You

Brose said he’s in the middle of post-
ing all his music on a website called
Bandcamp.com, which is similar to
Spotify but pays the artists a much
higher percentage of the money they

sic lessons.

To listen to or purchase his songs,
visit Bandcamp.com and search for
Jamie Brose.

Want to learn to fly?

RECREATIONAL PILOT
PROGRAM is the best way to get
started. Must be 16 years of age.
Privileges: fly for fun in a certified
airplane, a home-built aircraft or
an ultralight; fly by day only in
Canada with one passenger. Can
easily add float rating to permit.

START YOUR CAREERAS A PILOT!

Becoming a pilot can be a rewarding career
LAKESIDE FLIGHT SCHOOL IS THE MOST AFFORDABLE IN CANADA.
RECREATIONAL, PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL LICENSE.
AUTHORIZED TRAINING FOR COMMERCIAL PILOT LICENCE, FLIGHT
INSTRUCTOR RATING, NIGHT RATING, PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE,
RECREATIONAL PILOT PERMIT AND VFR OVER-THE-TOP RATING
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Arborg Minor Hockey receives $2,000 grant from Manitoba Ag Days

By Patricia Barrett

Hockey players in Arborg and
the surrounding area can look for-
ward to extra skills development
lessons next season after Arborg
Minor Hockey received a gener-
ous grant from Manitoba Ag Days.

The Ag Days Gives Back pro-
gram provided the Arborg Minor
Hockey Association with a grant
worth $2,000.

Arborg Minor Hockey board
member Kaitlyn Magnusson said
the grant will benefit the kids en-
rolled in hockey by providing
them with additional lessons to
improve their skills.

“It's great to have this extra
money to fund different program
that we don’t always offer. This
will help cut the cost down if kids
want to sign up for an extra skills
development class,” she said. “We
haven’t decided exactly on what
we'll offer, but we have run power
skating in the past or a skills de-
velopment camp.”

Coaching is an unpaid volunteer
position but there’s a cost to bring
in additional programs.

“If we want to get an extra pro-
gram in, we have to pay for that,”
she said. “We have to fund the

people who come in to teach spe-
cial programs.”

Ag Days Gives Back community
giving program, which started in
2013, has provided over $362,500
in community grants or post-sec-
ondary scholarships, according
to its website. The community
improvement grants can be used
towards infrastructure improve-
ments, upgrades, supplies and
equipment.

Arborg Minor Hockey board
member Amanda Bouchard had
applied for the grant, said Mag-
nusson, and “got this going for
us.”

Blaine Magnusson, who coaches
the U7, U1l and girls Ull teams
for Arborg Minor Hockey, accept-
ed the cheque from Ag Days staff
in Brandon in mid-January during
the Manitoba AgDays exhibition,
which showcases agricultural pro-
duction, equipment and technol-
ogy.

He said the Ag Days Gives Back
program helps many communities
and students.

“This grant is great for our com-
munity,” he said.

When your
heart needs

an escape
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Blaine Magnusson, who coaches the U7, U11 and girls U11 teams for Arborg Minor
Hockey, accepted a $2,000 cheque from Ag Days staff in Brandon in mid-January during
the Manitoba AgDays exhibition. The funds will be used for hockey skills development
training.

Whether it's a change of scenery, a change of pace or a
change in your perspective, we all need to get away from
time to time. Because there's nothing like finding new
places that make you feel alive. Discover museums, art,
history and culinary experiences when you try something
new on an urban escape in Winnipeg or Brandon.

Find heart-stirring itineraries at
travelmanitoba.com/urban-escapes
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CANADA'S HEART
IS CALLING






