
Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501

9.0 AMP Battery 
Rapid Charger Kit

Plus FREE M18 Fuel Circ Saw
or Free M18 Fuel Recip

wwwwwww

Fuel One Key 
Impact 

Drill/Driver Kit
Includes 2-5 ah batts and charger

M18 5 AMP Hour 
Battery 2 Pack

$349
$449 $159

Milwaukee
Head Lamp

$39

news > sports > opinion > community > people > entertainment > events > classifi eds > careers > everything you need to know

 All prices are plus taxes. See dealer for details.
Dealer 
#5358

16-7TH AVENUE, GIMLI, MB
SALES - 855-963-1818MINT

CONDITION

2014 FLEX SEL AWD2014 FLEX SEL AWD

$15,995

2011 F150 SUPERCREW FX42011 F150 SUPERCREW FX4

$22,995
Only

80,000 km93,000 km

2014 F150 SUPERCREW 4X42014 F150 SUPERCREW 4X4

$32,995

SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

$18995

$14995

$14995

BG50 Gas 
Blower

FSA45 
Battery 
Trimmer

BGA45 Battery 
Blower

$19900

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT Ideas

STIHL MS170 
Chainsaw
• 30 c.c. • 16” bar • 1 year warranty

SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE,  MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD

VOLUME 4 EDITION 51      THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2017

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Kindergarten students at Sigurbjorg Stefansson School perform Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer at their Christmas 
concert this past Monday. 

Christmas traditions
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An unforgettable brunch experience 
right on the ice. 

Prepared by Chef Mathew Wat from 
Lakeview Gimli Resort.

Jan 1, 2018 • 12:00 noon.  
Jan 6  2018 • 10:30am • 1:00pm. 
Jan 7, 2018  • 10:30am • 1:00pm. 

Tickets: $57.95 (tax & gratuity included)

Call: 204.642.8565
LakeviewHotels.com/Gimli

Christmas Lights brighten homes, bring communities together

By Jeff Ward
More communities than ever before 

are taking part in friendly competi-
tions to fi nd the house or business 
with the most extravagant light dis-
plays. 

For these communities, and those 
who participate, these contests aren’t 
a cutthroat competition to see who 
wins but rather a way to reward those 
who make their community brighter. 

My routine trips up the highway 
are made more pleasant by these dis-
plays. Ashern’s Courtney Roehl, who 
organized their competition, said she 
and her daughter often spend time 
driving around looking at the lights. 
She said the competition in Ashern is 
meant to encourage more residents to 
discover and display festive colours in 
their community and to enjoy family 
bonding time while doing so. Devan 
McCoubrey, administrative assistant 
for the RM of Grahamdale, helped 
organize the competition for her area 
and mentioned during our interview 
that it is satisfying to see the grow-
ing number of people taking part in 
the competition each year, and that 
rewarding people for their efforts is a 

lot of fun. 
These competitions accomplish two 

things, in my opinion. First, they make 
conditions that are otherwise tough 
to enjoy, like heavy snow and bitterly 
cold weather, more bearable. They 
encourage people out from the warm 
comfort of their homes to stroll along 
the streets in a glow of multi-coloured 
LED lights. In areas that are free from 
the light pollution that I experience 
living in the city, it’s like someone 
grabbed the stars from the sky and 
stuck them on their home. 

Secondly, the competitions bestow 
a sense of pride on the homeowners 
when they know their displays are 
appreciated. The creators of these 
displays don’t do it for the reward —
many have been putting up lights far 
longer than these contests have been 
around — but because they like to 
do it. There is a community pride in 
their work, and when it’s recognized 
by others, it makes that feeling grow.

Before long, these lights will be gone 
and we’ll have to wait another year to 
enjoy them again. So before that hap-
pens, go out and see them for your-
self.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD
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ARBORG FOOD STORE
204-376-5271

ERIKSDALE FOOD STORE
204-739-2116

DOWNLOAD THE CO-OP CRS MOBILE APP, available for Apple, Android, Windows & Blackberry

400
2 FORDinner Dinner 

RollsRolls
White or Whole WheatWhite or Whole Wheat
Package of 12Package of 12

Co-op GoldCo-op Gold
Shredded Shredded 
CheeseCheese
342 g342 g
FIRST 2, Combined VarietiesFIRST 2, Combined Varieties

400
2 FOR

DelissioDelissio
PizzaPizza
FrozenFrozen

RussetRusset
PotatoesPotatoes
Product of Product of 
Western CanadaWestern Canada
5 lb bag 5 lb bag 

Dare Dare 
SnackSnack
CrackersCrackers
100-250 g100-250 g

ButterballButterball
TurkeysTurkeys
Frozen Frozen 
RegularRegular
or Stuff edor Stuff ed

1000
5 FOR

499
SALE

700
2 FOR

199
SALE

lb

All-weather road linking Berens River with Bloodvein First Nation complete
By Jeff Ward

The completion of a $200-million all-
weather road will provide year-round 
travel for residents of Berens River, 
and their chief hopes it will provide 
new economic opportunities as well.

The new road, located on the east-
ern side of Lake Winnipeg, is nearly 
70 kilometres long and includes three 
bridges. The fi nal 21.6-km stretch was 
completed three weeks ago. 

Berens River First Nation Chief 
Hartley Everett said he was happy to 
see the opening of this road and that 
many in his community are looking 
forward to driving on it. Berens River 
Mayor Allan Atlookan said the road 
is “50 years in the making” and that 
there are some elders who have “gone 
to the spirit world” and unfortunately 
won’t have the opportunity to travel 
the road themselves. Nevertheless, he 
is happy to see its completion. 

“I went on it a couple of times and, 

yes, the road is good,” said Atlookan, 
who added that the road connects Be-
rens River to the rest of the world. 

Manitoba Minister of Infrastructure 
Ron Schuler said he was pleased to be 
able to celebrate the opening of the 
road with the community where he 
was greeted with hot soup, fresh ban-
nock and jam. 

“The opening of this road represents 
a transformational change for the 
people who call Berens River home,” 
said Schuler. 

When asked if there are plans to 
begin any new sections of the road, 
Schuler said he couldn’t provide a 
timeline but he will continue to work 
with the federal government and First 
Nation partners on those details.  

This 70-kilometre section is only a 
small part of the proposed $3-billion 
all-season road that would connect 
communities on the east side of the 
lake and span a total of 1,000 kilome-

tres.
The community of Berens River has 

just over 2,000 residents, and Chief 
Everett explained this road will cut 
their costs of freight and create new 
opportunities for tourism and eco-
nomic development. 

“There are always challenges for 
winter road travel in the spring and 
fall, but the completion of this road 
will provide year-round travel for our 
community,” Everett said. 

With the road completed, residents 

of the community now have only a 
four-hour drive to Winnipeg in the 
summer instead of a six-hour boat 
ride. It also makes winter travelling 
much safer as a winter road across the 
lake is no longer needed. 

First Nations communities were 
contracted for clearing land and pro-
ducing gravel as part of the road’s 
construction, which Chief Everett said 
gave some community members ex-
perience operating heavy duty equip-
ment. 

 EXPRESS PHOTO TAKEN BY JASON BOSCOW
From left: Chief Hartley Everett, Ron Schuler and Allan Atlookan 
celebrate the opening of the 70-kilometre all-season road that connects 
their community to Bloodvein First Nation.

451 Main Street, Arborg 
204-376-3090

As another holiday season comes together, we’d like 
to extend  our best and brightest wishes to you, our 
valued customers, neighbors and friends. We hope your 
Christmas is crafted from all the comfort and joy that 
make this season so special!

We’re proud to be a part of this close-knit 

us feel so at home here. Thank you for your support 
and friendship. We look forward to seeing you and 
serving you again soon in the coming year.

Make It 
MERRY



Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned Servicing the Interlake for 51 Years!

SORRY WINTER IS COMING 0% 
24 months 

O.A.C.
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As the Holiday season is upon us, 
we take joy in extending a sincere 
'THANK YOU' to those who have 
helped to shape our business in a 
most signifi cant way. We value our 
relationship with you and look forward 
to working with you in the year to 
come. We wish you a safe and Happy 
Holiday season along with a New Year 
fi lled with peace and prosperity.

Season's 
Greetings

From Dwayne Smith & Staff  at the
Eriksdale and Fisher Branch offi  ces.

Holiday Hours:
Dec. 25th : Closed
Dec. 26th : Closed

Jan. 1st : Closed
**Regular operating hours on all other days.** 

Fisher Branch: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm
Eriksdale: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Eriksdale celebrates Christmas early in the park
By Jeff Ward

Freshly fallen snow twinkled in the light 
of two roaring bonfi res as attendees roasted 
marshmallows and hotdogs last week at Er-
iksdale’s Railway Memorial Park. 

The falling snow provided a truly festive at-
mosphere for the Eriksdale & District Cham-
ber of Commerce’s event, which organizers 
hope will be the fi rst of many. Attendees were 
treated to free hotdogs, chips, hot chocolate 
and marshmallows, all donated by the Co-op 
and chamber. The small event was free and 
organizer Dolly Lindell said it was a nice way 
to bring residents together. It might even be 
the start of a new Eriksdale tradition.

In a Facebook post to the chamber’s page, 
Lindell said it was a perfect evening and that 
she appreciated those who came out to have 
fun. The chamber is involved in a few other 
new activities this year, including a Christ-
mas light competition and a public invitation 
to decorate trees within the park. The Eaglets 
Day Care decorated a tree last week. 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD
Visitors to Railway Memorial Park in Eriksdale were treated to a bonfi re, roasted marshmallows and 
hotdogs during a free event organized by the local Chamber of Commerce. 

Brazen snowmobile theft caught on security cameras
By Patricia Barrett

RCMP are searching for three sus-
pects caught on surveillance video 
stealing snowmobiles from a Gimli 
powersports dealership last week.

Staff at the dealership spotted three 
suspects on the property, located just 
west of town, on Dec. 13 at around 1:35 
a.m. and notifi ed the RCMP. Three Po-
laris snowmobiles worth a combined 
value of $50,000 were stolen.

“The security system was being 

monitored and [staff] saw the theft in 
progress,” said media relations offi cer 
Sgt. Paul Manaigre. “The suspects did 
get away. They drove the snowmobiles 
away.”

All three suspects were wearing 
balaclavas, and two had distinctive 
snowmobile jackets. 

One suspect was wearing a hoodie 
under a red and black jacket with 
white stripes along the side. The sec-
ond suspect was wearing a jacket with 

a camoufl age-like pattern and co-
loured accents. The third suspect was 
wearing a black jacket.

Sgt. Manaigre said it’s possible the 
suspects could have later loaded 
the snowmobiles onto a vehicle and 
transported them to another location. 

Thieves have been known to dis-
mantle sleds and sell the parts, or 
store them in trailers or containers 
and transport them to other locations 
before selling them.

The RCMP are requesting the pub-
lic’s assistance in identifying the sus-
pects. If anyone has any information, 
contact Gimli RCMP at 204-642-5106. 

The public can also call Manitoba 
Crime Stoppers anonymously at 
1-800-222-8477, submit a secure tip 
online at www.manitobacrimestop-
pers.com or text “TIPMAN” plus your 
message to CRIMES (274637).

 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF GIMLI RCMP
RCMP are requesting the public’s assistance in 
identifying three suspects who stole three Polaris 
snowmobiles, valued at approximately $50,000, from 
a Gimli business on Dec. 13.
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Shop at participating businesses  Shop at participating businesses  
Dec 1-30 for your chance toDec 1-30 for your chance to

With every purchase made from Dec. 1 thru Dec. 30 With every purchase made from Dec. 1 thru Dec. 30 
shoppers will receive a ballot for a chance to win!shoppers will receive a ballot for a chance to win!

You can spend your You can spend your 
prize of prize of Santa BucksSanta Bucks

at any of our participating businesses.

So many ways to spend it!
One ballot per purchase unless otherwise specifi ed. Receive a minimum of one ballot per purchase and an additional ballot for every $100. Eg. Total purchase $340 equals 4 ballots. 

Express employees and spouses not eligible. Must be 18 years old to enter. Draw to take place Wednesday, January 12th, 2018. Winner will be contacted by phone.

WIN WIN $$10001000 in  in Santa BucksSanta Bucks

Ready. Set.
SHOP!

Brought to you by: andYour Local Participating Businesses

Interlake Coop, 
24 Railway Ave, Eriksdale 

Interlake Coop 
253 Main St, Arborg

McMunn & Yates 
16 Main St, Eriksdale

Riverton Coop
39 Riverton Ave, Riverton

Moosehorn Coop 
1 Main St, Moosehorn

Ashern Coop 
53 Main St, Ashern

Gimli Snowmobile Centre
 HWY 9, Gimli

Pharmasave 
45 Centre St, Gimli

Ukrainian Farmers Coop 
22 Tache St, Fisher Branch

Interlake Auto 
& Tractor Parts 

161 Sunset Blvd, Arborg

One Stop Gas & Grocery
 Corner of HWY 17 & Tache 

St, Fisher Branch

Arborg Pharmacy
 275 Main St, Arborg

HP Tergesen & Sons 
82 1st Ave, Gimli

The Wave Electronics 
66 1st Ave, Gimli 

KC Enterprises 
19 156 Gimli Park Rd, Gimli
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offi ce will be closed
December 25th to Janaury 2ndDecember 25th to Janaury 2nd

for the holidays.for the holidays.

Pharmasave Gimli celebrates a semi-retirement
By Patricia Barrett

One of Gimli Pharmasave’s long-
serving pharmacists is taking a break 
after 43 years of dedicated care and 
service to the community.

Garry Fedorchuk decided it was 
time to spend more time with his 
grandchildren and to enjoy all life has 
to offer. 

“I’m telling everyone I want to smell 
the daisies before I have to push them 
up,” said the affable pharmacist dur-
ing a semi-retirement party at the 
Centre Street store last Thursday. 
“When I was 61, I was sitting on my 
deck, a beautiful warm day, geese 
fl ying overhead, and all of sudden 
I wondered how many more spring 
days I’ll see. So that was getting me 
towards thinking about retiring.”

But Fedorchuk won’t be packing 
away his mortar and pestle just yet.  

“I’ll be coming back on a casual ba-
sis,” he said. “If somebody gets sick, I 
can work, or I can fi ll in on a week-
end.”

Fedorchuk arrived at Pharmasave 
in 1975, intending to give it a go for a 

short time period to see whether he’d 
like it. 

“I thought, ‘I’ll stay here for a year 
and see what happens,’” he said. “And 
43 years later, I’m still waiting to see 
what happens!”

Dozens of friends and custom-
ers stopped by Pharmasave to wish 
Fedorchuk well and enjoy a slice of 
chocolate cake that staff supplied for 
the happy occasion. 

“I’ve known Garry for years,” said 
customer Bob Coulter. “I moved here 
17 years ago and I’ve been coming in 
here pretty well for 17 years and hav-
ing coffee with him at Kaffe Haus.”

Pharmacist Victor Eyolfson from the 
Arborg Pharmacy also stopped by to 
wish his friend a happy semi-retire-
ment.

In between customers, staff helped 
celebrate Fedorchuk’s upcoming free-
dom.

“I’m sad to see him go,” said phar-
macist Claire Gillis. “Gosh, what are 
we going to do? Somehow we’ll keep 
going. But he’s coming back because 
remember it’s ‘semi semi-retirement.’ 

  EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
From left: pharmacist Victor Eyolfson from the Arborg Pharmacy, 
Bob Coulter, and Pharmasave pharmacists Garry Fedorchuk, Ernest 
Stefanson and Claire Gillis.

Finally someone has come up with 
a solution to the Sandy Hook speed 
limit dilemma.

Manitoba’s Infrastructure roadside 
safety engineer Harold Larsen has 
recommended seasonal maximum 
of 60 km/h in the summer (currently 
50) and 80 km/h in the winter (cur-
rently 90).

In my opinion, this is the fi rst sen-
sible recommendation I have heard. 
Having driven this section of road 

for the last 60 years, 50 km/h is too 
slow in the summer and 90 km/h 
is to fast in the winter with all the 
curves and ice conditions.

Note: Sandy Hook has paved shoul-
ders for walkers and bicycle riders.

So I hope that our council will pass 
a resolution supporting  Mr. Larsen’s 
recommended solution and fi nally 
put this 10-year speed limit crises to 
bed.

NormanValgardson, Arnes 

A speed limit solution for Sandy Hook

Ukrainian Dance Group providing 
cultural opportunity for youth

By Jeff Ward
A new Ukrainian dance group has 

Ashern youth hopping to the music 
and practising traditional footwork  
every week. 

Friends Courtney Roehl and Darla 
Nickel teach the traditional Ukraini-
an dancing classes weekly.

The class was the brainchild of the 
duo, who have both spent their lives 
Ukrainian dancing and wanted to 
bring that to the youth of Ashern. 
Roehl said that she and Nickel spoke 
about how a class would work in the 
area at the end of summer and held 
their fi rst class a few weeks ago. The 
students, range in age from three to 
16, and will perform live on Jan. 20 for 
Malanka, or Ukrainian New Years, at 
the Ashern Centennial Hall. 

“There are many regions that have 
different dances, but we’re work-
ing with the main region right now, 
which is Poltava,” said Roehl. 

“Every class has a different struc-
ture to suit the age of the kids in it. So 
for our three-year-olds, we do games 
like Follow the Leader and Simon 
Says, things that show them the basic 
moves. For our older dancers, there 
is a much more involved warm-up 
and stretching period before we start 
practice.”

Roehl describes the dances as high 
energy and says dancers need good 
endurance to keep up with the high-
tempo music. Classes run until May 
and registration is $150 per student 
for the entire dancing season. Tradi-
tional costumes have been ordered 
from Ukraine and will be in Ashern 
before the Jan. 20 performance. Roehl 
said costumes are very expensive and 
can cost as much as $500 each. How-
ever, the rental cost to students is cov-
ered by their registration fees. 

Roehl said that so far the students 
have been really into their classes and 
that she  already sees many of them 
picking up the moves and memoriz-
ing their dances. A lot of practice and 
effort is going into their upcoming 
performance and Roehl believes it’ll 
show on stage. 

“I think the class will grow next year, 
too, because there are a lot of parents 
here that are Ukrainian and they want 
to see their kids learn more about the 
culture,” said Roehl. 

“Exposure to different cultural 
backgrounds and traditions is a good 
thing for youth, and living out that 
culture and performing it for others 
will be an exciting thing to see for 
parents.” 

letters

We don’t want to let him go that eas-
ily.”

Pharmacist and managing partner 
Ernest Stefanson wished Fedorchuk 

happy days ahead and thanked him 
for “holding down the fort” when he 
had to be away.

Correction
In the Dec. 14 edition of the Ex-

press Weekly News, we published the 
story “Kiwanis and Lions team up 
with Winnipeg Beach School for a 
jolly good breakfast” and reported 
that Debbie Kashuba was in the 

photograph with Lakeside Lions’ 
members Brian Magnusson and 
Marielle Wharton. In fact, it was Li-
ons’ member Carol Hainsworth. 

We apologize for any confusion 
this might have caused.

Letters to the Editor: 
 letters@expressweeklynews.ca  
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More work reaps the bigger the reward
Season’s greetings, gang. 
Two weeks ago, I mentioned that the 

Lake Winnipeg south basin ice pack 
was dotted with ice shacks as far as 
the eye could see. Last week, north 
of Patricia Beach, it was even more 
packed. 

I rumbled along in Old Red past a 
hundred shacks until I came to an 
old converted trailer with a stove 
pipe sticking out of its roof. I stopped, 
knocked on the door and two young, 
thin, dark-haired guys, Chris Cz-
escik and John Moniz from Winnipeg, 
asked me in. 

After introductions, they told me 
how odd things always seem to hap-
pen to them. For example, years ago 
they were fi shing off “the point” at 
Nutimik Lake and a wind took their 
umbrella, which quickly sank as the 
gust left it. Years later at the same 
place, Chris snagged it and was sur-
prised to learn it still worked. 

Again that summer, they were shore 
fi shing at the point and a fox kept 
coming around, running in between 
their feet. They tried everything to 
shoo him away and fi nally John tossed 
his shoe at it, whereupon the fox de-
cided to leave, taking John’s shoe with 
him. They never saw the fox or the 
shoe again! 

Last Tuesday, I was just pulling up to 
the north “monkey trials” on the Red 
when I saw two anglers pulling their 
loaded sleigh on land. These lifelong 
buddies, Rick Carriere and Lindsay 
Zaborniuk, had come in from Winni-
peg. As we talked, Rick remembered 
last winter when they were fi shing 
here in their ice shack, he snagged a 
giant catfi sh in the tail section. They 

had a terrible time bringing it up 
through the 10-inch hole, and to make 
matters worse, the cat must have been 
lying in the mud. So as soon as they 
had it up, it began spraying wet cold 
mud all over. Both men got down on 
their hands and knees, slipping and 
sliding in the stinky mud, trying to get 
the hook out of the thrashing beast. 
Finally they got it out and sent the 
fi sh back down the hole while they 
attempted to clean themselves up 
enough to get in the door at home. 

Sometimes the giving of a Christ-
mas present isn’t easy. I met George 
McPherson of Petersfi eld last week 
and he described how he was fi lled 
with the warmth of the opportunity to 
give his grandson, Brayden, a bright 
shiny snowmobile for Christmas. He 
drove to the lad’s house on Christmas 
morning pulling his friend Lawrence 
Proulx’s trailer with the sled on it. As 
he came into Brayden’s yard, the boy 
rushed out of the house, arms out-

stretched, eyes wide, shrieking with 
joy as he leapt onto the trailer to touch 
his new toy.

George slipped out of his truck, si-
lent, awash with love as he watched 
his grandson tremble in excited hap-
piness. Brayden’s eyes leapt to his 
granddad and he jumped off the trail-
er, walking quickly to him, and since 
neither was used to shows of affec-
tion, gave him an awkward hug. After 
a bit, George got underway and head-
ed to Lawrence’s to return his trailer. 
The trailer, however, had other ideas 
and lost its axle coming to rest in the 
ditch. What to do, George thought. 

Levi VanDyck of Dunnottar, he 
would help. Levi was his friend, a 
smart, energetic and very strong fel-
low.

“Lawrence’s trailer lost its wheels,” 
George said to Levi over the phone, 
“I’ll pick you up and we’ll go over to 

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY ARNIE WEIDL
 Lindsay Zaborniuk on the left and Rick Carriere on the right with some 
of their catch on the Red River.

Continued on page 9
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB
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FERDINAND

FRI TO THURS DEC 29-JAN 4
CLOSED SUN-MON DEC 31 & JAN 1

OPEN TUES-WED-THURS JAN 2-3-4

Fri & Sat at 7:30 & 9:30 pm
Tues-Wed-Thurs at 8:00 pm

FRI TO THURS DEC 22-28
CLOSED SUN-MON DEC 24&25

OPEN TUESDAY DEC 26 & DEC 27-28

Fri & Sat at 7:30 & 9:30 pm
Tues-Wed-Thurs at 7:30 pm

PG

G

Take care of details so they 
don’t have to. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

Riverton & District Friendship Christmas party

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Riverton & District Friendship Centre ended a busy month of events with over 300 attending the 
annual Children’s Christmas Party on Dec. 17. Children of all ages enjoyed a visit from Santa, storytelling 
from Mrs. Claus, a Zumba dance party, a passport to different North Pole zones fi lled with jam-packed 
activities, Candy Cane Crafter’s Lane, Prancer’s photo booth, Frosty’s face painting and elves games. Each 
child left with a goodie bag, a toy, reindeer food, a cookie and a craft they created. Fun was had by all as 
parents and grandparents participated along with the kids. 

Funding announced for community development programs
Submitted

The province will be providing more 
than $2.6 million in grants to projects 
for non-profi t and community-led 
organizations, community-driven 
neighbourhood revitalization and lo-
cal community development projects, 
Municipal Relations Minister Jeff 
Wharton announced this week.

“These are important investments 
that build and revitalize our commu-

nities,” said Wharton. “Our govern-
ment is committed to working with 
our community groups and support-
ing projects that will provide long-
term benefi ts to communities and 
enrich the lives of many Manitobans.”

The Manitoba government has com-
mitted more than $20 million in 2017-
18 through existing commitments and 
the recent single-window intake to 
support community development.

The Community Places program 
provides funding and planning as-
sistance to build, upgrade, expand or 
acquire facilities focused on culture, 
recreation and wellness. Successful 
grant applicants must also contribute 
to project costs, often through local 
fundraising efforts, grants from other 
sources or donated labour and mate-
rials. This year, 98 community groups 
from across the province will receive 

a grant.
This year, six communities were ap-

proved for projects through the Part-
ners 4 Growth program, which pro-
vides cost-shared funding for regions 
to identify and pursue economic de-
velopment opportunities and assist 
communities and regions to strength-
en or diversify economic activity.

A total of 81 projects were approved 
through the Hometown Manitoba 
program, which provides fi nancial 
support for rural and northern com-
munity projects initiated by local 
communities, organizations, co-op-
eratives and businesses that enhance 
main street public places and build-
ing exteriors.

Neighbourhoods Alive! supports 
and encourages revitalization efforts 
in designated neighbourhoods across 
Manitoba in a number of key areas 
including employment and training, 
education and recreation, safety and 
crime prevention, and housing and 
physical improvements.  This year, 37 
community-driven projects were sup-
ported under the program.

Following thorough consultations 
and a review, the province revamped 
its community development pro-
grams and created a single portal for 
application intakes and assessments 
in 2017.  This new process has allowed 
for better planning and outcomes 
which help to sustain community ef-
forts in community revitalization, the 
minister noted.

More information on the programs 
above and a list of all funded projects 
can be found at www.gov.mb.ca/mr/
bldgcomm/index.html.

his place, get the other trailer and put the ‘cripple’ on it to 
get it home.”

“OK,” said Levi. Lawrence happened to be snow blowing 
his driveway when the boys showed up and he just stood 
there scratching his head with a perplexed look as the boys 
hooked on the other trailer and took off without saying a 
word. 

Soon the stricken trailer was on the big one and parked at 
George’s place.

“Well, we still have the better half of a day left. Let’s go 
fi shing,” Levi offered. So off to George’s ice shack, which was 
a half mile offshore, they went. With the heat and coffee on, 
lines in the ice holes, it wasn’t long before Levi caught a 28”-
inch jack, which they cooked up with all the trimmings. Then 
they sat listening to Christmas carols on the radio while en-
joying their dinner. 

“Boy, getting Brayden’s present and getting back took 
a little effort,” Levi said. “Yeah, but the look in his eyes, it 
made it all worthwhile, buddy,” George said. 

“Merry Christmas, George,”Levi said as he raised his 
cup to him. “And to you, my friend,” George returned.

Until next week. Bye for now. 

>  GET FISHING, FROM PG. 8
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Ashern kids celebrate early Christmas with Santa
By Jeff Ward

The Lakeshore Women’s Resource Centre fund-
raiser saw over 200 people come out to support the 
centre’s programming and get a photo with Santa. 

Resource centre director Carol Hull said her 
breakfast with Santa event, which took place Dec. 
9, was the start of what she hopes to be an annual 
tradition. She remarked that many local families 
fl ocked to the event and that it was a success. Hull 
said profi ts from this event are uncertain right now, 
as she is still balancing the expenses, but it was cer-

tainly profi table. 
The fundraiser had fun activities for kids like 

games, a hot chocolate bar and photos with Santa. 
Shawn Cote provided her photography services 
free of charge, Noventis Credit Union provided 
candy bags and Ashern Foods and the Co-Op in 
Ashern provided breakfast. 

“I’m actually not sure if we’ve ever had a breakfast 
with Santa in Ashern,” said Hull. 

“And I think that with how many people showed 
up that it’s something we’d love to have here ev-

ery year. People supported our silent auction with 
donations for prizes and we greatly appreciate the 
support.”

The Lakeshore Women’s Resource Centre pro-
vides a myriad of important services to the Interlake 
area. It acts as a refuge for women facing violent 
situations at home and offers many programs and 
counselling services. The money raised through the 
event, Hull explained, will go directly to maintain-
ing this programming. 

Christmas puppies not the best gift idea, but dog rehab can save lives
By Patricia Barrett

Surprising a loved one or the kids with a puppy on 
Christmas Day may seem like a wonderful idea, but 
it can often lead to trouble down the road when pet 
owners fi nd themselves faced with day-to-day care-
giving, veterinary expenses and sometimes behav-
ioural issues that require specialized training and/
or rehabilitation. 

Shelters and other animal-services organizations 
often see a surge in relinquished or abandoned 
dogs several months after the Christmas holiday.

“In early spring, we have an infl ux of dogs coming 
into animal rescues because the dog got too big or 
the dog’s too much, and it’s not the same novelty it 
was on Christmas Day,” said Teulon-based animal 
trainer Sammy Mar. “The dog’s going to get bigger, 
the dog will need training, the dog is going to pee in 
the house, he’s going to chew the furniture, we need 
to buy him food, we need to get him vaccinated, we 
need to get the dog spayed or neutered.”

Mar runs SMART Dogs (which stands for Sammy 
Mar’s Assessment, Rehabilitation and Training), a 
daycare and climate-controlled boarding kennel. 
And she specializes in the rehabilitation and train-
ing of dogs with minor and severe behavioural is-
sues. 

Owners unable to cope with the demands of pet 
care will drop off dogs at shelters, advertise them 
on Kijiji, toss them from their vehicles on the high-
way, systematically abuse and injure them or out-
right kill them.

Mar, who works collaboratively with several local 
rescues and provides advice to owners either look-
ing to get rid of or help their dogs, has a litany of 
horror stories.

“One of my own dogs was in a garbage dump. He 
had BB pellets in his testicles and back end. His 
shoulder was shot out and full of shrapnel and he 
had all his teeth removed. And he was beaten. 

“I have another dog — we don’t know what hap-
pened — but he was found with his muzzle tied shut 
and part of his lip had been cut off. He had mul-
tiple scars on his face and the inside of his mouth 
was embedded with pieces of wood. And last week 
there was a post that went viral on Facebook about 
a girl who was laughing because she had hit a dog 
with her Ski-Doo and was dragging it behind her 
Ski-Doo.”

People who adopt dogs and later notice behav-
ioural issues or the onset of aggression may become 
overwhelmed by what to do to help the animal.

Lisa O’Dell rescued Loki, a one-year-old bluenose 
pit bull, from a shelter and found out later that he 
had been repeatedly attacked and traumatized by 

other dogs. As he grew older, Loki began to react 
to her other dogs and strangers’ dogs in a defensive 
and aggressive way.

“We honestly weren’t sure if we were going to 
keep Loki,” said O’Dell, who lives in the Gimli area. 
“I didn’t know if I could do this.”

She took Loki to one dog trainer for a while 
and was told to use a choke collar because of his 
strength.

“I didn’t like that idea, but we did it,” said O’Dell. 
“We’d take him home after a walk and he’d have 
puncture marks in his neck.”

Some of the suggestions the trainer offered were 
helpful, she said, but Loki’s aggressiveness towards 
dogs didn’t stop.

“People will come up and pet him because he’s 
100 per cent human friendly, and he’d probably lick 
you if you broke into my house and show you where 
the TV is,” she said. “But he’s one of those dogs that 
doesn’t like dogs.”

She fi nally took Loki to Mar, who teaches positive 
reinforcement techniques that can be used on dogs 
of any age.

Mar did a few weeks of individualized training 
with Loki, and then got him to the point where he 
can now participate in group training. 

“Since we started with Sammy in August ... Loki 
pays attention to us and does what we want him 
to do,” said O’Dell. “And he’s not terrifi ed [he’s go-

ing to be attacked] by other dogs. I can take him for 
a walk and not worry he’ll rip my arm off and go 
chasing another dog because Sammy has taught 
me so much about knowing how to look for signals. 
And if he does lose it, I’ve learned how to stop him 
and get him to concentrate on me.”

Mar has rehabilitated a number of bully breeds, as 
they’re called, and has personally rescued 20 of her 
own dogs — some severely injured and traumatized 
and exhibiting unhealthy behaviour. They have now 
become part of her training program, helping rehab 
and train her clients’ dogs.

“Some of them were on death row from the issues 
they had,” said Mar, who has extensive training in 
animal behaviour and showcases her dogs’ talents 
at national events. “And I had rehabilitated them in 
the same way that I now teach my clients.”

For Loki, that meant slowly desensitizing him to 
the presence of other dogs and teaching him to fo-
cus on O’Dell’s commands.

Mar said not all dogs can be rehabilitated, de-
pending on the extent of the ingrained behaviour, 
neurological diseases or brain tumours. Her job is 
to inform clients about what’s going on with their 
dogs, assess safety risks and provide rehabilitation 
and management options.

“We need to be practical about it, especially in 
Manitoba. We have a huge over-dog population ... 
and there just aren’t enough rescues and fi nancial 
supports to help all these dogs,” she said. “When 
we look at a dog that has severely bitten someone 
or has killed another animal, even if that dog may 
be able to be rehabilitated, there are only so many 
people who know how to rehab them.”

Mar’s love for animals also extends to cats, snakes, 
rabbits, a pig, a tortoise and a ferret, which she cares 
for on her property.

“My goal always is to just share my joy of animals 
with people and create empathy,” said Mar. “And to 
show that you can have such a wonderful relation-
ship with animals once you get on their level and 
understand them.” 

She said people frequently call her for advice on 
how to care for their pet or for information on what 
resources are available to help them with the cost 
of pet food.

“I want to help animals not only in the training/
behaviour department but in any way I can.”

As an alternative to buying someone a dog for 
Christmas, Mar suggested they make a monetary 
donation to a local animal rescue or fostering ser-
vice, such as Earthdog Terrier Rescue of Manitoba. 

Visit Sammy Mar’s SMART Dogs Facebook page 
or contact her at 204-793-3575.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Sammy Mar at prince Albert Exhibition asso-
ciation.
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 All price are plus taxes, after delivery allowance. OAC.  See dealer for details.Dealer #5358

16-7TH AVENUE, GIMLI, MB
SALES - 855-963-1818

2017 FOCUS SE2017 FOCUS SE

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

$19,995

MSRP
$23,998

2017 FUSION “SE” AWD2017 FUSION “SE” AWD

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

$34,995

MSRP
$39,488

2017 FIESTA SE 5DR2017 FIESTA SE 5DR
0%

FINANCING

for 72 months

2017 ESCAPE SE 4 WD2017 ESCAPE SE 4 WD

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

$29,745

MSRP $33,039
STK #10959

Plus $1000 Costco

2017 EXPLORER XLT 4X42017 EXPLORER XLT 4X4

0%
FINANCING

MSRP
$44,789

2017 EXPEDITION PLATINUM MAX 4X42017 EXPEDITION PLATINUM MAX 4X4

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

$68,895

MSRP
$77,739

Plus $1000 Costco Plus $1000 Costco

2017 F150 SUPER CAB XLT 4X42017 F150 SUPER CAB XLT 4X4

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

$34,995

MSRP
$47,199

2017 F150 SUPER CREW XLT 4X42017 F150 SUPER CREW XLT 4X4

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

$34,995

MSRP $46,749
STK #10999

Plus $1000 Costco Plus $1000 Costco

S 
L $ 1,000††

ON MOST 2017 AND
2018 FORD MODELS

PLUS, ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS 
RECEIVE UP TO AN ADDITIONAL 

Plus $1000 Costco
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Christmas Greeting
20172017

16 Main St, 
Eriksdale, MB 

(204) 739-2110

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Reeve, Council and Staff would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF

 HOLIDAY HOURS
The Ashern and Eriksdale Offices 

will be Closed Friday, December 22 at 1:00 p.m. 
and will re-open Tuesday, January 2nd, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.   

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JEFF 
WARD

Ashern Early Years students 
performed a myriad of 
Christmas tunes for a packed 
house of more than 200 
friends and family members. 
The school’s melody choir 
performed a funny rendition 
of “Grandma Got Run Over By 
A Reindeer” complete with 
matching antlers. 

Students 
spreading 
Christmas 

cheer

RM of Coldwell
Reeve & Council and staffeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeee &&&&& CCCoooouuuuu cccc aaaaa ddddddd sssssttttttttaaaaaaRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCoooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnncccccccccccccccccccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilllllllllllllllllllll aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssstttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff

Season’s
Greetings

To All Our Members and Friends during the Holidays

Eriksdale Food Store
24 Railway Avenue

Eriksdale Hardware
21 Railway Avenue

Christmas is our favorite time of year 
because it gives us the opportunity to 
express our gratitude for the fortune 
of serving people like you
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Tidings of Comfort & Joy
At Christmas time, may the company of loved ones present 
and the fond memories of those who have passed surround 

you with happiness and fill your heart with peace.

Gilbart Funeral Home Ltd.
Chapels in Selkirk & Gimli

www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

Rural Municipality 
of Gimli

Mayor, Council and Staff

Seasons Greetings
& A Happy
New Year

Ashern Early Years students delight crowd at Christmas concert
By Jeff Ward

Over 200 people packed into Ash-
ern Centennial Hall last Thursday to 
watch dozens of Ashern Early Years 
School (AEYS) students take to the 
stage and perform their hearts out. 

The annual Christmas concert fea-
tured many holiday favourites like 
“’Twas the Night Before Christmas,” 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” 
and “Up on the Housetop.” Each 
performance was punctuated with 
a musical number and dancing to 
the delight of the parents and family 
members in the audience. 

Grade 4 students performed a 
Christmas drama that had them build 
a time machine and travel back to cer-
tain eras to ask historical fi gures to 
help them save Christmas. Bing Cros-
by, Elvis Presley and even characters 
from classic Christmas fi lms were all 
corralled into 2017 to save the day. The 
performance included a video, stage 
acting and a musical dance fi nale that 
played well to the room. 

AEYS principal Karen Carmichael 
said the silent auction at the concert 
helps the school provide enrichment 
programs and funds things like fi eld 
trips and extracurricular events. 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS 
BY JEFF WARD
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Riverton and Arborg  joint concert highlights diverse musical styles
By Patricia Barrett

Students from Riverton and Arborg collegiates showed 
their musical chops and mastery of different styles dur-
ing an annual winter concert for the community last 
Thursday evening at the Riverton Hall.

About 50 students from grades 7 to 12 made up the 
Beginner Band, Concert Band, Choir and the Vocal Jazz 
group, performing gospel, pop, jazz and traditional 
Christmas songs.

“They did extremely well,” said music director Lauren 
Dobko, who’s in her second year of teaching the joint 
band and choir program. “This was the Grade 7s fi rst ever 
performance on their instruments since starting in Octo-
ber. They were nervous but they stepped up. And some 
of the pieces that we did, like the Spanish piece, was our 
best performance of it.”

Spanish Christmas Carol “Riu Riu Chiu,” attributed to a 
16th-century Spanish composer, recounts the story of the 
Immaculate Conception and the Nativity of Christ.

“It was a capella, had a mixed metre, clapping, drums 
and a recorder,” said Dobko. “And we had one of our stu-
dents, who is from Venezuela, helping us a lot with pro-
nunciation. She did a solo and it was a real treat to hear 
her.”

Band students performed a folk ballad called Cherry 
Tree Carol and an African piece called Swahili Folk 
Hymn.

“The Folk Hymn is a cheery tune that’s very rhythmic 
and upbeat, which gave our percussionists a chance in 
the spotlight,” said Dobko.

In the new year, students will be preparing for their an-
nual spring concert and gearing up for a number of fes-
tivals.

“I think the beginner band will do a version of Stand By 
Me,” said Dobko, referring to their spring concert. “And 
there’s a professional group called Lucky Chops who 
have online videos. The kids said, ‘Why don’t we do one 
of their songs?’ So I’m going to arrange that for them.”

The Beginner Band will be participating in the Level 
One Band Festival, and the Concert Band will be per-
forming at the Optimist Festival in the spring. The choir 
will be taking part in the Evergreen Festival of the Arts, 
and the Vocal Jazz group will be going to the Brandon 
Jazz Festival.

 “We’ll be holding recruitment concerts at each of the 
schools and each of the elementary schools,” said Dobko.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY TAMMY EINARSON
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Gimli High School concert marks a number of fi rsts 
By Patricia Barrett

Gimli High School’s music students 
had a few surprises up their sleeves 
last Wednesday evening when they 
entertained a 400-plus audience in 
the school gym.

The annual band and choral per-
formance was an eclectic mix of tra-
ditional Christmas carols, pop, folk 
and jazz numbers, and it included a 
number of fi rsts in the form of student 
conductors, paper bags and the addi-
tion of a bassoonist.

“Never in my seven years at Gimli 
High School have we had the good 
fortune of having this particular in-
strument,” said band director Rob 
Chrol. “I didn’t know when it was go-
ing to happen, but it happened ‘bas-
sooner’ than I thought!”

He had Grade 9 student Malia Ber-
thaudin, who just took up the instru-
ment this year, play a C to demonstrate 
the instrument’s deep resonance. She 
had a tied a glove to the bell ring at 
the top the bassoon, and it slowly 
fi lled with air and waved at the audi-
ence.

“Only the bassoon can do that,” 
said Chrol as the audience burst out 

laughing.
The high school’s music program 

not only teaches students how to read 
music and play but also how to con-
duct through its Music Leadership 
Experimental Conducting Band pro-
gram. Its fi rst-time conductors were 
given the opportunity to showcase 
their skills.

“It might look easy but looks are de-
ceiving,” said Grade 9 student Johan-
nah Thordarson, who conducted the 
song Defender of Time. “Having to 
read everybody’s part in a score while 
keeping the time with one hand and 
cueing with the other is really tricky.”

Grade 9 student Angelica Bochurka 
also took up the baton for Defender 
of Time, and Grade 9 student William 
Smith conducted Fanfare and Fire-
works. 

“This is a brand new course in the 
province of Manitoba,” said Chrol. 
“Music leadership is a new opportu-
nity that pairs learning about how to 
teach music with learning about lead-
ership.”

Band director Lindsey Collins led 
the grades 9/10 and 11/12 Guitar En-
sembles through a series of sublime 

performances of contemporary pop 
songs by Neil Young, The Beatles, Pink 
Floyd, Van Morrison, as well as a tradi-
tional Catalan folk song.

Paper bags were the instrument of 
choice for the six-member Percus-
sion Ensemble. And if the audience 
thought paper bags could not pos-
sibly make music, the percussionists 
proved them wrong. They puffed, 
crinkled, poked and fanned ordinary 
paper bags that sounded at times like 
a marching band and kept feet tap-
ping.

Principal Leona Groot thanked par-
ents for supporting the music pro-
gram.

“We recognize the additional hours 
of practice time that is put in by stu-
dents and we also recognize their 
strong desire to learn music,” said 
Groot. “We want to thank parents for 
the driving done to support the musi-
cal programs that run outside of our 
school day. I see a lot of you at 7 a.m. 
And we can’t forget the work done by 
the Evergreen Band Boosters.”

To All Our Members and Friends during the Holidays

Bulk Petroleum 
Hwy 68 & Main St.

Arborg Food Store
253 Main Street

Arborg Gas Bar
316 Main Street

Christmas is our favorite time of year 
because it gives us the opportunity to 
express our gratitude for the fortune 
of serving people like you

Jeff Wharton
MLA for Gimli

gimlica@mymts.ca

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake

interlakemla@gmail.com

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Clockwise from top left: Band director Lindsey Collins accompanies the 
Grade 10 and 11 Guitar Ensemble on Catalan Folk Song; Band director 
Rob Chrol led the Grade 9 Concert Band in Tu Ungane;  Grade 9 student 
Angelica Bochurka conducts the Music Leadership Experimental 
Conducting Band in Defender of Time.

lundar-supply@hotmail.com29 Main St. Lundar

762-5392

HAPPY HOLIDAY WISHES!

  204-762-5661HAPPY HOLIDAY WISHES!
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Arborg Pharmacy, 275 Main St., Arborg
Prescription Number 
204-376-5153 
Front Store Number 
204-376-2212 

���������
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One of the real joys this 
holiday season is the 
opportunity to say thank 
you and wish you the very 
best for the New Year!

Top row, left to right: Grade 10 Concert Band plays At a Turkish Market; 
Grade 10 students plays Three Czech Folk Songs; Grade 9 student 
Johannah Thordarson conducts the Music Leadership Experimental 
Conducting Band. Bottom row: the Vocal Ensemble sings White 
Winter  Hymnal; Letting the trumpets blare on Fanfare and Fireworks; 
Johl Becker plays Catalan Folk Song with the Grade 9 and 10 Guitar 
Ensemble.

���'s ����s 
to 
... 

from 

Noventis 
Credit Union

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY 
PATRICIA BARRETT
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‘Twas the night before Christmas
By Torger Bjornson, age 10 

Twas the night before Christmas when all through the barn,
Not an animal was awake all through the farm,
The pitchforks were hung over the wall with care,
With hopes that the farmer would soon be there,
The cattle where huddled all warm in their beds,
While visions of hay bails danced in their heads,
The cows in their halters and I got a snack,
Had just settled down for a long winters nap,
When out in the fi eld there arose such a clatter,
I jumped over my stall to see what was the matter,
Away to the barn I ran like the fl ash,
Tore open the latch and threw up the hatch,
The light on the pole shone over the snow,
Gave the luster of midnight to objects below,
I saw something that was kind of unclear,
But a miniature sleigh and eight steers,
With a little old farmer so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St Nick,
Plodding along slowly his steers they came,
He fl ew like a missile and called them by name,
Now Bessie! Now Molly! Now Annie and Anna
On, Hershey! On midnight! On T-Bone and Angus
To the top of the silo he fl ew out of sight,
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night!

Jayden Crave, 11 years Old
 In our family traditions are very important. We always start off December 

by buying Christmas tree ornaments that represent all of us.  This year my 
Christmas ornament was a sparkly Pineapple to represent my sparkly and 
sweet personality!! My Dad got a pair of shiny gold antlers, my mom a snowy 
owl and my sister got a chocolate Shopkins ornament because she loves 
anything with chocolate!!  Once we get our ornaments we set up our Christmas 
tree. Every year we chose a color theme. We go from red to blue to purple and 
silver and way more different color combos! This year we decided to go for a 
more subtle color and we picked gold.

 Every December 1st to the 24th our Christmas elves come to visit us. Their 
names are Crystal and Beautiful and are dressed in the cutest skirts. Every 
morning when we wake up our elves have hidden and usually caused some 
sort of trouble in our house. We have found them doing the strangest things. 
Hanging from the lights to fi shing for marshmallow’s in the bathroom sink!

 When Christmas Eve comes we always go to my Avi and Ammas house for a 
delicious meal. We open our presents from them and my Auntie Jackie and end 
the evening with a wonderful tasting dessert. We always have so much fun!!

When we go home we always fi nd a Christmas book and new Pajamas on 
our fi replace. After we put on our new Christmas pajamas and read our books 
we leave out a snack for Santa and his reindeer, and head straight to bed. So 
excited for the morning!!!

 This year we decided to start a new tradition and made a Christmas shoebox 
for the less fortunate. I picked a girl age 11 and fi lled the box full of things I 
know she would love! I hope I can share some of these special tradition for my 
family when I am older.

Christmas Story 1st  PlaceChristmas Story 1st  Place 2nd Place2nd Place Family Traditions
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Celebrating 
  the Gifts of 

   Friendship & 
Community

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from our entire team!

Gimli • 204-642-5353
Arborg • 204-376-2406

As we wrap up another year, we think about 
how lucky we are to know good folks like you. 
Thanks for making us feel so at home here. 

We sincerely appreciate your patronage and support.

PETS
Supplies & More

QuarryQuarry

Warm wishes to our 
many best friends at this 

joyous time of year!

Stonewall 204-467-5924

Warm 
wishes 

this 
holiday 
season!

Reeve, Council and Staff
Municipality 

of Bifrost-Riverton

Mayor, Council 
& Staff

Celebrating the gifts of 
friendship & community

Town of Arborg

28 Centre St., Gimli, MB28 Centre St., Gimli, MB
204-642-8588204-642-8588

MERRY CHRISTMAS!MERRY CHRISTMAS!
All the best in 2018!All the best in 2018!

Fisher 
Repair

May faith be your guide, 
and joy your constant 

companion during 
this holy season.

For the blessing of 
your friendship, we 
are forever grateful.

Peace Be 
With You

63 Main St, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-6648

3rd Place3rd Place Honourable MentionHonourable Mention
By Joely Halldorson, age 11

Twas the fright before Christmas and all through the house
not a bug was stirring not even a louse.
The tube socks were hung by the electric heater with care
in hopes there won’t be a fi re over there.
The children were looking at their iPod in their beds
while thoughts of new Xbox games entered their heads.
And mom in her pajamas and I in my shorts
had just laid down so I can watch my sports.
When out in the yard I heard a loud sound,
I jumped out of bed to see what was around.
Toward the window I jumped like a freak
ripped open the curtains to take peek.

The street lights lit up everything outside
nothing could hide.
When what my blood shot eyes should appear,
but a stray dog knocked over all my plastic reindeer.
With a little yelp a bark and a whimper
I could see the dog couldn’t handle the winter.
Then a thought occurred to me to bring the dog in quick
for this is the home he picked.
A Christmas name he shall have like Dasher or Dancer or 

Prancer or Vixen maybe Comet or Cupid or Donner or Blitzen.
My new dog did sleep at the bottom of my Christmas tree
Merry Christmas to all merry Christmas to thee.

 By Chloe Black,  Age 8
Once upon a Christmas there 

was a very grumpy elf. His name 
is Grumpy Pants.  He was the 
grumpiest elf in the universe. But 
there is an elf that tries to make 
him happy. Her name is But-
tercup. She has nice brown hair 
and green eyes. She loves Christ-
mas. She cant understand why 
Grumpy Pants is always grumpy 
at such a great time of year.

She thought to herself “ how 
could I make him believe in 
Christmas, and not be so unhap-
py”, Oh I know shouted Butter-
cup, a nice mistletoe hat as a gift 
for Christmas. I could knit one for 
him. So she gathered yarn from 
her Grandma to make the hat. 
Her grandma told her to not for-
get to put the magic of Christmas 
inside if it, She made the hat with 
red and green stripes, and a white 
pom pom. ‘Thanks shouted But-
tercup, he is going to love this.”

 Christmas Eve came and all of 
the gifts were loaded into Santa’s 
sleigh and delivered to all the 
children in the world. On Christ-
mas Day Buttercup brought her 
gift to Grumpy Pants. She handed 
his gift to him, and he opened it 
started to cry with tears of hap-
piness. He had never received a 
Christmas present before. He put 
the hat on his head and started to 
feel the Magic Of Christmas.

Buttercup felt great giving her 
gift to Grumpy Pants and sharing 
the magic of Christmas. It’s better 
to give a gift then to receive this 
time of year

The Magic Of 
Christmas

The night before Christmas
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Jeff Wharton
MLA for Gimli

gimlica@mymts.ca

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake

interlakemla@gmail.com

Many thanks to those 
we’ve had the pleasure 
to serve this past year. 

We know you have 
a choice, thanks for 

choosing us!

GIMLI OFFICE
56 Centre St., 

Gimli
1-204-642-8501

ARBORG OFFICE
315 Main St., 

Arborg
1-204-376-2679

RIVERTON OFFICE
33 Main St., 

Riverton
1-204-378-5172

SELKIRK OFFICE
184 Main St., 

Selkirk
1-204-482-5806

PEGUIS OFFICE
Peguis Mall, 

Peguis
1-204-645-4078

Toll Free 1-888-642-8501 www.interlake.mb.ca

k hhh

Season’s Greetings from all Season’s Greetings from all 
of us to all of you…of us to all of you…

Christmas Greetings 2017Christmas Greetings 2017

Decking
the Halls
Th e best part of the holiday season is remembering all of the 
good friends and customers who make it so special! Th ank 
you for being such an important part of our year. We greatly 
appreciate your business and your friendship, and we wish 
you all a very happy holiday season and a prosperous 2018.

with Our Gratitude

NEW OEM Quality Starters and Alternators. Wishing you Seasons 
Greetings and a Safe & Prosperous New Year. Closed last week of December!!

311 Main Street, Arborg, MB
Tel: 204-376-5003

Sigurbjorg Stefansson Early School students bring down the partridge
By Patricia Barrett

Students at Gimli’s Sigurbjorg Ste-
fansson Early School searched for so-
lutions to get a partridge out of a pear 
tree during their annual Christmas 
concert Monday afternoon that drew 
about 300 spectators.

Students from Kindergarten to 
Grade 4 delighted the audience with 
Christmas favourites such as Rudolph 
the Red-nosed Reindeer and Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town, and deliv-
ered stellar performances in the holi-
day musical, “A Party in a Pear Tree.”

The musical’s storyline revolves 
around a partridge named Party who 
climbed a tree to snack on a few pears, 
but couldn’t climb down because his 
ladder broke. Characters from the 12 
Days of Christmas, including turtle 
doves, geese, swans and milkmaids, 
tried to think of ways to get him down. 

The play had a number of hilarious 
scenes, allowing students to demon-

strate their comedic talents. In one 
scene, the geese become embroiled 
in a debate over the proper use of the 
verbs lay (to place) and lie (to rest, re-
cline), forgetting about the plight of 
Party. In another, the milkmaids stack 
their pails against the tree in an un-
wieldy attempt to build Party a make-
shift ladder.

They fi nally manage to build a prop-
er ladder for Party, and break into 
song when he joins them. 

“The best place to be is on the ground 
with friends and family beside you.” 

Music director and assistant prin-
cipal Krystal Isfeld’s enthusiasm and 
prompts – along with support from 
the teachers – helped the youngsters 
deliver strong dramatic performanc-
es, and their timing and pitch-perfect 
singing enthralled the audience.

Principal Rosanna Cuthbert congrat-
ulated all the students for their hard 
work and “amazing performance.”

SSES celebrated its 15th Anniversa-
ry this spring and is currently selling 
an anniversary cookbook for $15. All 

proceeds will go towards a new play-
ground. For cookbook information, 
call SSES at (204) 642-1500.

Elin Isfeld and Lily Donohoe play 
Turtle Doves in A Party in a Pear 
Tree.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
The swans try to think of ways to get the partridge out of the pear 
tree.

The ducks discuss how to get the 
partridge down from the pear tree.

Grades 1 and 2 students sing 
solo in Christmas Dreams (2)

Grades 1 and 2 
students sing All I 
want for Christmas is 
my two front teeth.
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THANK YOU
For including us 
in your travels 

this year!
We look 

forward to 
seeing you 
again soon.  

Fisher Branch, MB    204-372-8765
One Stop Food & Gas321 Main Street, Arborg

(204) 376-5242

Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year

FURNITURE & 
APPLIANCES

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

Flinta 
Trucking
Eriksdale, MB

(204)739-5230

16 7th Ave, Gimli, MB 16 7th Ave, Gimli, MB 
Sales - 855-963-1818Sales - 855-963-1818

���������	
��
���������	
��

From all your friends down at Gimli FordFrom all your friends down at Gimli Ford

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
Best wishes for a Safe, Healthy and 

Happy Holiday Season
and a Prosperous New Year!

Thank you for your patronage in 2017
We look forward to serving you in 2018!

Ashern, MB   204-768-2546     Moosehorn, MB   204-768-2770A h MB 204 768 2

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

Eriksdale 
Redi-Mix Concrete

(204)739-5334 
Eriksdale, MB

Reeve,
Council & Staff

A Wish for You A Wish for You 
at the Holidaysat the Holidays

210 St. Phillips Dr., Arborg  
204-376-5600“A Proud Past, A Strong Future”

Merr y Christmas Merr y Christmas 
& Happ y New Year& Happ y New Year

Hwy. 6 Lundar, MB 204.762.5815
www.randystire.com

The grades 3 and 4 choir sing San-
ta Claus is Coming to Town.

Grades 1 and 2 students in Ms. 
Raine’s class perform Christmas 
Dreams.

Grades 1 and 2 students in Ms. 
Raine’s class sing Teddybear Tan-
go.

Grades 1 and 2 students in Mrs. 
Torcia’s class sing All I want for 
Christmas.

SSES students sing Dance of the 
Sugar Plum Fairy from the Nut-
cracker

Music Director and Assistant Princi-
pal Krystal Isfeld conducted the SSES 
Christmas Concert Dec. 18.



Dear Santa,
How are you? How old are you? 

Do you love people? How are your 
elves doing? Which chocolate do 
you like? I want littlest pets and 
babies. What kind f cookies do 
the elves like? I also want a LOL 
doll. Where’s your house? How 
do you walk in your shoes? Does 
the elves like chocolate? When 
it was Halloween, did you go to 
walk Halloween ? Do you like if I 
made you a picture? I’m making a 
picture right now! Do you like my 
picture? How do you build toys? 
Do you like building toys? Santa! 
How do you spell Santa? I don’t 
think there’s anymor! Can you 
bring me a Christmas tree for my 
roo, but it has to be rainbow!

Thank you.
Love Addison Crave, 5 years old

Dear Santa,
My name is Nataliya and I am 2 

years old. I have been a very good 
girl this year. I’m sure my Elf, 
Johnny will tell you that. I don’t 
want much for Christmas just a 
red monkey, a red car, leaves, scis-
sors and an orange juice box.

Thank you Santa.
Love, Nataliya

Dear Santa,
We made holiday cookies al-

ready! For Christmas, i hope I get 
a hatchimal and a slinky.

From Kathryn Age 5

I have been a good girl.  For 
Christmas I want Hatchimals 
please.

- Jadyn Johnson, Age 6
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY ANDERS KUUSSELKA
Emmett and Charlee Miller saddle up to 
Santa for their photo with Santa at the 
Lundar Daycare fundraiser. 

Merry Christmas 
& A Happy 
New Year

AM Bruce Drilling
(204) 768-2665

LEO’SLEO’S
SALES & SERVICE LTD.SALES & SERVICE LTD.

North Perimeter and Sturgeon Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba

www.leoscaseih.com
Toll Free: 1 866-694-4978

Th anking our customers for 
their valued support for over 

77 years of continuous service

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!
AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR!

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings

Hwy #9 & Gimli Park Rd., Gimli  204-642-8585
thehomestoregimli.com

Thank you to all who 
have made this a 
wonderful year.

We appreciate your 
business!

Merry Christmas and Merry Christmas and 
Happy New YearHappy New Year

INTERLAKE AUTO & TRACTOR PARTS
161 Sunset Blvd., Arborg

204-376-2667

Happy Holidays 
from everyone at

276 Ardal St., 
Arborg, MB

(204) 376-5233
www.shachtay.com

56 Main St., Lundar 
204-762-5714
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STEVENSON’S 
FOODS

BEST WISHES

D S

Letters to SantaLetters to Santa Dear Santa, 
My name is Alison. I’m in grade 1 at 

Riverton Early Middle School. I have 2 
sisters and 1 brother. Who is your fa-
vourite reindeer? Who eats the cookies, 
you or your reindeer?

This year I got a fi sh named Aqua Ma-
rine.  Also my uncle painted my walls 
green. I am 6 years old. This year I tried 
to be good. I did my chores that include 
vacuuming, making my bed, and mop-
ping the fl oors. Sometimes I am early 
for school. I am really good at school. 
My teacher is Mrs. B.  I think my teacher 
is really nice, could you make my teach-
er some candy cane tea to make her feel 
better? Santa can you please treat my 
friends good this year?

 I think I was good this year. I really 
hope I can get the game Pie Face. I also 
want the  Num Noms lipgloss truck.

 I am so excited for you to visit my 
house on Christmas Eve. I left you your 
favourite cookies.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Love, Alison  

Dear Santa, 
My name is Ally, and I am in grade 

1 at Riverton Early Middle School. Do 
the reindeers eat cookies? What do the 
elves eat? What kind of cookies do you 
like? 

I am reading Little Charmers. In my 
book there is a race to see who gets the 
most candy. 

I think I’ve been a good girl this year 
because I helped my mommy clean 
the dishes, and I cleaned my room and 
made my bed. 

I am hoping to get Hachimal surprise, 
water paints, and new earrings. 

 Merry Christmas Santa!   
Love Ally

Continued on page 23
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ACS students perform Christmas Cabaret
By Jeff Ward

Ashern Central School senior high 
students took to the stage last week 
to deliver musical performances of 
Christmas favourites, both old and 
new. 

Extra chairs had to be brought into 
the multi-purpose room at ACS to ac-
commodate over 100 people who at-
tended. Students put their musical 
talents on display for their families 
and handled their instruments well 
through familiar Christmas songs like 
“We Three Kings,” “Ode to Joy” and 
“Mistletoe.” 

ACS music teacher Jennifer Bjorn-
son said she was proud of her stu-
dents’ efforts this year and that per-
formances like these are diffi cult. Not 
only do students have more commit-
ments outside of class than ever be-
fore, which limits their practice time, 
but the act of simply getting up in 
front of a crowd and performing is a 
daunting task. 

Students Clay O’Sullivan and Kirt 
Garrioche also treated the audience to 
some country music with a rendition 
of Chris LeDoux’s “This Cowboy’s 
Hat,” and Catherine Price sang “Mary 
Did You Know?”

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD

 >  LETTERS TO SANTA, FROM PG. 22
Dear Santa, 
My name is Andrea.  

I’m in grade 1 at River-
ton Early Middle School. 
How are the elves? Are 
they still working on our 
presents? Does Rudolf 
still have his red nose?

Every night I say good 
night to my little brother 
Stefan. I also help put my 
laundry away 

I think I have been a 
good girl. This Christmas 
I am hoping to get a big 
Hatchamal and a tiny one 
too.

Merry Christmas! 
Love, Andrea

Dear Santa,
My name is Annika, I 

am in grade 1 at Riverton 
Early Middle school. I am 
6 years old.  How are the 

reindeer? Are they still 
playing together?  What 
about the elves, they 
must be making every-
thing pretty and ready for 
Christmas?

This year my family 
found a cat and now we 
are taking care of it. We 
feed it and play with it.

I think this year I’ve 
been a really good girl! 
For Christmas I would 
really like a little Hatcha-
mal,  a big hatchamal, and 
a Shopkins playhouse. 

Merry Christmas San-
ta!!

Love, Annika 

Dear Santa,
My name is Colton I 

am in grade 1 at River-
ton Early Middle School. 
How are you doing this 

year? Tell Rudolf that I 
said hi. Is Mrs. Claus do-
ing good this year?

I am 6 years old and my 
favorite color is blue. I 
have 5 dogs and 3 cats. I 
am doing good this year. 
I have 6 family members. 
Danielle and I helped 
our Mom clean the liv-
ing room.  I also make my 
mom’s bed and organize 
her candles.

Thank you for bringing 
me those toys last year. 
I think that I have been 
a good boy this year. I 
was wondering if you 
could bring me a Poké-
mon stuffy, checkers, and 
Minecraft Lego. 

Love Colton

Dear Santa,
My name is Deklen. I 

am in grade 1 at River-
ton Early Middle School. 
Kyle, Kristyn, Madden, 

and Keltie are my fam-
ily. I love them so much. 
I play with my family. 
What are your favourite 
cookies? Do like choco-
late milk?

I was good this year. I 
play nice with my broth-
er. I also empty out the 
garbage cans.

Santa I am hoping to get 
the game Pie Face, a new 
chest protector for hock-
ey and the game Bean 
Boozle. 

I hope that’s not to 
much that I am asking 
for. Thanks for the great 
gifts last year! 

Merry Christmas!
Love, Deklen

Dear Santa,
My name is Hayden.  I 

am in Grade 1. I go to 
Riverton Early Middle 
School and my teacher’s 
name is Mrs. B.  I like 

school, my favorite things 
to do at school are writ-
ing, playing the gym and 
going outside. Ollie is my 
best friend.

I have been a good boy.  I 
am happy.  I have to wash 
the dishes and clean my 
bedroom.  For Christmas 
I would like a bow and ar-
row with suction cups so 
that they stick to the wall.  
I want a boat and a truck 
and trailer that I can haul 
the boat on. I want a toy 
treasure box with money 
in it so my sister can hide 
it and I go fi nd it.

How many elves do you 
have working for you?  

Merry Christmas Santa, 
I’m going to leave you 
some milk and cookies 
and carrots for the rein-
deer.

Love Hayden

Dear Santa,
My name is Ivy.  I am in 

grade 1 at Riverton Early 
Middle School.  Here are 
some questions I have for 
you.  What does Rudolph 
look like? What type of 
magic do you use to get 
in all those houses?

This year I have been a 
good girl such as, me let-
ting my brother Alex play 
with me.  I have also been 
very nice to my friends.

I think that I have been 
a good girl this year and 
I hope I can get some 
presents such as, having 
a holiday Barbie that has 
a red dress or a Soggy 
Doggy game that you can 
bring me in the house.

I love how you give all 
the kids presents. Merry 
Christmas!

Love, Ivy

Continued on page 24
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Dear, Santa
My name is Izzy. I’m in 

grade 1 at Riverton Early 
Middle School.   How has 
your year been?  Who is 
your favourite reindeer?  
Don’t worry, I won’t tell 
anyone. How are all the 
elves at the North Pole? 
Are they busy making 
lots of toys?

 I have been helping 
with chores every day at 
my house. I have been 
sweeping the fl oor and 
cleaning my room. I make 
my bed every day in the 
morning. I have been 
nice to my family and 
friends too. I give them 
hugs when they are sad. 
During the summer I had 
swimming lessons, it was 
lots of fun. I am very ex-
cited to decorate my tree 
this year.

I think I have been good 
this year. This year I am 
hoping for a Frozen puz-
zle. I love doing puzzles. I 
also want a frozen slinky 
because slinkies are very 
fun. Lastly, I want an Elsa 
toy. I love Frozen. 

Mrs. B is a very kind 
teacher. I want to make 
sure that she gets a pres-
ent from you too. 

Merry Christmas!
Love, Izzy

Dear Santa,
My name is James.  I’m 

in grade 1 at Riverton 
Early Middle School. Do 
you have a dog? What 
is your favorite type of 
cookie? What’s your fa-
vorite kind of milk?    

This summer I went to a 
park.  I used to live in Red 
Deer Lake. I built a snow-
man there.  I help clean 
the house for my family. I 
have made my bed every 
morning. I have gone to 
vacation in Hawaii.

 I think I have been a 
good boy this year.  I’m 
hoping to get a Star Wars 
Lego kit, a comic book 
and a German Shepherd 
dog.

Merry Christmas!!!
Love, James 

Dear Santa,
My name is Jo.  I am in 

Grade 2, my teacher’s 
name is Mrs. B.  I go to Ri-
verton School.  At school 
I like read, do math and 
gym.  I like to play with 
Eli and Jake.

I have been a good boy.  
My little sister hasn’t 
been good, but you can 
still bring her a present.  
For Christmas I would 
like a new fl ashlight that 
can fl ash different colors.  
I could use it when we go 
camping.  I would like a 
new video game called 
Mario Cart and a nerf 
gun.  

How do you make the 
reindeer fl y?  I’ll make 
sure the door isn’t locked 
so you can get in.

Your Friend Jo

Dear Santa
My name is Johannes. I 

am in grade 2 at Riverton 
Early Middle School.

I swam in my pool and 
I went to the beach with 
my grandpa this summer. 
I went to my Ammas. I 
watched the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers game with 
my family. I watched the 
movie Wonder Woman 
with my family.

I think I have been nice 
because I washed the 
dishes and I helped my 
mom do the laundry. I 
hope for a blue Winnipeg 
Jets jersey, a fl ush the toi-
let game and Pittsburgh 
Penguins jersey.

Next year I want to be 

more polite and say kind 
words to my family and 
my friends. Thank you for 
the white Winnipeg Jets 
jersey from last year.

Merry Christmas!
Love, Johannes

Dear Santa 
My name is Kanyen.  I 

am in grade 2 at Riverton 
Early Middle School.  Are 
your reindeers white? 
What does Rudolph look 
like?  How small are your 
elves?  How big is your 
beard?  What do your 
reindeer like eating?  
What is your favourite 
kind of cookies? What-
ever it is I will make it 
for you. How are you and 
Mrs. Claus doing? 

I am doing good this 
year. Me, my dad and my 
sister went to Nitro Cir-
cus.  I liked that you gave 
me a pellet gun last year.  

I cleaned my room by 
picking up my toys and 
putting them in my clos-
et.

This year I would like a 
FlipaZoo and soggy dog-
gy. 

Merry Christmas to 
you and everyone that 
you love. Oh, and Merry 
Christmas to the elves.

From your friend, Kany-
en

 
Dear Santa,
Hi, my name is Kristjan. 

I am in grade 1 at River-
ton Early Middle School. 
What is your favorite 
cookie?   Are you almost 
done making the toys? 
By the way, what is your 
reindeer’s favorite treat? 

I have cleaned my room 
and I was nice to my 
brother and sister. I got 
some cats that are named 
Patches and Tiger.

I hope for an iPad case 
and the game Hockey 
Sports.

Merry Christmas
Love, Kristjan

How are you doing San-
ta?

My name is Kristjana. I 
am in Grade 2 at River-
ton Early Middle School. 
Do you like any frozen 
treats? What do your 
Elves do when they get 
cold? How is your family 
doing?  Do you have any 
dogs? How is Rudulph 
doing?

I have 3 horses, 4 cows, 
20 kittens and cats and 
1 dog. I have 1 sister 
named Kalli and 1 broth-
er named Tanner. Please 
leave some presents for 
my Mom and Dad.

I think I have been good 
this year by doing my 
chores and going to bed 
when my Dad asks me 
too. This year I can help 
with baking. I am hoping 
to get Silly Sense, Sew 
and Style and a Coloring 
book.

Good luck with deliv-
ering the presents this 
Christmas.

Merry Christmas Santa!
Love, your friend Krist-

jana.

Dear Santa,
My name is Lilly.  I am 

in grade 2 at Riverton 
early Middle School.

I have been cleaning 
my room lately.  I’ve been 
nice to my friends.  This 
year me and my family 
went to a Jets game and 
they beat the Flyers.  I 
have 6 people in my fam-
ily counting me.

I think I have been a 
good girl this year and 
I’m hoping to get a new 
Panda case for my ipad.  
I also want the new Lego 
snow set.  And I was also 
hoping to get the Sew in 
Style sewing machine.  
It’s a machine where you 

can design or make your 
own backpack.

I am hoping I’m not 
asking for too much.  I 
wanted to know how 
many elves you have 
and do your reindeer fl y? 
How old are you and Mrs. 
Claus?

I hope you have a Merry 
Christmas!

Love, Lilly

Dear Santa
My name is Siggi. I’m 

in grade 1 at Riverton 
Early Middle School. I 
have some questions for 
your elves. How many 
elves are there in the 
North Pole? Do the elves 
eat anything? My ques-
tions for you are: how 
many letters do you get 
each year? Do you prefer 
white milk or chocolate 
milk? How hard is it to 
get all the presents deliv-
ered in that one night?

This year I think I have 
been a good boy. I have 
played and have been 
nice to my little brother. 
My birthday was this 
year and I turned 6 years 
old. It was on May 20th. 
I drew a picture, it was 
about my family. I would 
like an Avengers Lego set, 
and some small toy cars. 
That’s all I would like

I appreciate all your 
hard work Santa, rein-
deer, and elves. Merry 
Christmas.

Love, Siggi 

Dear Santa
My name is Spencer. 

I am in grade 2.  I go to 
Riverton Early Middle 
School. Every day I won-
der what does the North 
pole looks like?  I was also 
wondering what kind of 
cookies do you like? My 
favorite kind of cookies 
is rainbow cookies. How 
are the reindeers doing? 

How is Mrs. Claus, the 
elves and yourself doing? 
I bet your cold out there 
in the North pole, but you 
must have hot chocolate. 
Do you have a pet Santa?

I have a dog named 
Marley.  My dog is 7 years 
old just like me. I love her 
very much and she loves 
me a lot. I have a baby 
niece. She’s real cute. Her 
name is Aroura and she’s 
so small. I think I was 
good this year.

I wanted to thank you 
for gifts last year.  They 
were so cool!! So I want-
ed to tell you what I want 
this year so this year for 
Christmas. I hope to 
please get a Christmas 
Barbie doll, a Barbie 
horse set that has a  horse 
that moves.  I also hope I 
get a baby alive doll. 

Thank you for last year! 
See you this year!!

Love, Spencer   

Dear Santa, 
My name Is Thomas. I 

am in grade 1 at River-
ton Early Middle School. 
Who is your favorite rein-
deer? How are you do-
ing Santa? Is everything 
going well in the North 
Pole? Santa, what are do-
ing right now? 

My bunnies are do-
ing good! I have nine of 
them! To be good I have 
been giving people Poke-
mon cards that they want. 
I have been helping my 
dad by working for a 
whole day with him! 

I think I have been good 
this year. I am hoping for 
a spider web with a Spi-
der-Man mask and an elf 
toy. 

I love you so much San-
ta and I hope you love me 
too! 

Merry Christmas, 
Love your Friend, 

Thomas

 >  LETTERS TO SANTA, FROM PG. 23
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Gimli council defers fi nal decision on pot retailers; intent misinterpreted
By Patricia Barrett

During its regular meeting Dec. 13, 
the majority of Gimli council voted in 
favour of deferring a fi nal decision on 
whether or not to allow cannabis re-
tailers to operate in the municipality.

And a resolution they adopted in-
dicating a decision is yet to come 
— along with a promise to consult 
ratepayers — was either overlooked 
or misinterpreted by the public who 
took to social media to criticize coun-
cil. 

The resolution states: “Council do 
hereby say ‘No’ to allowing cannabis 
being sold in the municipality subject 
to public consultation with our rate-
payers and the opportunity to review 
and reconsider our position once the 
provincial legislation and regulations 
are confi rmed.”

In late November, the province told 
municipalities they had three weeks 
to decide (by Dec. 22) whether or not 
to allow cannabis retailers in their 
respective areas. Municipal leaders 
from a number of jurisdictions felt it 
unfair that the province put the bur-
den of the decision on their shoulders, 
with Winkler’s mayor Martin Harder 
calling it “political suicide” because of 
a potential for division in the commu-
nity. 

The deadline was too tight for Gim-
li’s Mayor Randy Woroniuk, Deputy 
Mayor Peter Peiluck and Couns. Rich-
ard Petrowski and Danny Luprypa.

“All we’re doing is deferring the de-
cision until we get some fi rm com-
mitments from the province,” said 
Woroniuk when reached by phone 
last week. “We need more information 
from the government on how this will 
be rolled out.”

Although the province introduced 
the Safe and Responsible Retailing of 
Cannabis Act (Bill 11) Dec. 5, it won’t 
be passed until next spring and could 
be debated and subjected to chang-
es. Regulations, which will contain 
the details of how the industry will 
be governed and the rules enforced, 
have not yet been released. 

In mid-December the province — 
the only jurisdiction in Canada — re-
jected the federal government’s 75/25 
pot-tax offer, saying there are too 
many “unknowns” around what costs 
it will incur in the areas of policing, 
public safety and health. The prov-
ince also said it needs “more time” to 
decide whether it should accept the 
feds’ deal or create its own taxation 
scheme. 

The federal government offered 
provinces and territories 75 per cent 
of pot-tax revenues, which will be 
based on $1 per gram or 10 per cent 
of retail sales, whichever is higher. It’s 

unclear what percentage, if any, mu-
nicipalities will receive.

The RM of Gimli pays about $400,000 
a year to cover the costs of three 
RCMP offi cers and the detachment’s 
building. The level of resources need-
ed for cannabis enforcement is not 
yet known and it’s unclear whether 
RMs will have to pay more for polic-
ing services when pot becomes legal 
next July. 

Woroniuk said if the province grants 
municipalities a share of pot revenues, 
the formula would likely be based on 
population.

“People have to understand this 
isn’t going to be some huge economic 
windfall for us because it’s going to 
be based on our population. It would 
be given out like VLT revenues are,” 
he said. “Because of our population, 
we’d get a small percentage back. 
Larger communities like Winkler and 
Steinbach, which may not allow these 
stores at all, would get a larger share 
because of their population. They’d 
get more of that tax than we would, 
yet we may [allow] marijuana stores.”

Another unknown is how much the 
RM of Gimli could benefi t from prop-
erty taxes on standalone marijuana 
businesses wishing to set up shop. 
Thus far, the RM has received one 
expression of interest from a retailer 
who wants to sell it, said Woroniuk.

Other Interlake municipalities have 
yet to make their decisions public as 
to whether they’ll allow pot retailers. 

“Winnipeg Beach, apparently, hasn’t 
yet made a decision. Neither has Bi-
frost-Riverton or Arborg,” said Woro-
niuk. “I haven’t heard from those may-
ors. I did read that St. Laurent and the 
City of Flin Flon are going to allow it.”

Thora Palson was the only councillor 
to vote against the resolution.

“I believe that cannabis regulation, 
education and public awareness will 
be more effective in protecting our so-
ciety, and in particular young people, 
than it would be to prohibit a legal 
cannabis retail outlet in Gimli,” said 
Palson by email.

She said she attended a cannabis in-
formation session in November at the 
Association of Manitoba Municipali-
ties’ convention where the province 
spoke about the “big picture” regard-
ing municipal economic stimulation.

“They spoke about many possibili-
ties for economic opportunities in-
cluding manufacturing, agricultural, 
medical and wide-spectrum products 
that will be possible with cannabis 
becoming a legal commodity in Cana-
da,” she said. “How exactly this will all 
be integrated and regulated will take 
time.” 

The question of whether cannabis 

should be legally sold in towns and 
cities “has already been answered na-
tionally,” she added, and the question 
now is “how” it will be sold.

Although council’s resolution was 
posted on social media sites such 
as What’s Up Gimli and on CJ107’s 
website, a number of people offering 
comments either overlooked or mis-
understood council’s statement that it 
will consult with ratepayers before it 
renders a fi nal decision.

“It shouldn’t just be up to the council 
since it doesn’t just affect them it af-
fects a whole community,” comment-
ed one person on CJ107. “Therefore 

the town should have had a meeting 
for any tax paying residents to attend 
and be informed or opposed to the 
disicion [sic].”

Woroniuk said he and council intend 
to do just that once the legislation and 
regulations are fi nalized.

“I have no idea when the province 
will do that,” he said. “Until this is all 
sorted out, we have to think of our 
community. Is this worth it to our 
community? Is this what our com-
munity wants? When we get the rules 
from the government, we’ll revisit 
this.”

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Gimli council cannabis resolution Dec. 13.

Manitoba Hockey Standings
MANITOBA JUNIOR HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
 Raiders Jr. Hockey Club 26 21 2 3 45 106 49
 Charleswood Hawks 26 19 4 3 41 75 45
 Transcona Railer Express 26 17 7 2 36 107 74
 Stonewall Jets 26 16 9 1 33 85 70
 St. James Canucks 27 13 12 2 28 81 80
 Ft.Garry/Ft.Rouge Twins 27 13 13 1 27 77 69
 St. Vital Victorias 26 12 14 0 24 90 111
 Pembina Valley Twisters 26 11 13 2 24 103 100
 St. Boniface Riels 27 8 16 3 19 74 99
 River East Royal Knights 27 2 24 1 5 41 142
KEYSTONE HOCKEY LEAGUE      
Central Division GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Peguis Juniors 18 16 2 0 32 153 54
Arborg Ice Dawgs 19 13 4 2 28 85 62
Fisher River Hawks 20 1 18 1 3 46 173
North Division GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
OCN Storm 19 14 4 1 29 157 74
Cross Lake Islanders 20 8 12 0 16 129 105
Norway House 
North Stars 19 2 16 1 5 60 224
South Division GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Selkirk Fishermen 20 16 1 3 35 106 58
St. Malo Warriors 18 9 6 3 21 80 58
Lundar Falcons 19 9 7 3 21 91 86
North Winnipeg Satelites 20 8 12 0 16 83 96
AAA MIDGET HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Brandon 27 24 2 0 49 147 62
Wild 27 22 3 1 46 152 60
Bruins 26 19 5 1 40 105 77
Thrashers 32 18 13 1 37 113 120
Eastman 27 17 7 1 37 108 84
Pembina Valley 27 14 11 1 30 89 98

Yellowhead 27 14 12 1 29 91 79
Southwest 27 13 13 1 27 88 88
Parkland 28 12 14 0 26 98 114
Central Plains 26 9 13 2 22 96 110
Kenora 27 8 15 0 20 85 100
Interlake 26 6 19 1 13 60 123
Norman 29 2 26 0 5 79 196
AAA CITY MIDGET 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
 Monarchs 18 18 0 0 36 134 32
 Hawks 19 13 6 0 26 102 60
 Selects 17 12 5 0 24 89 55
 Warriors 20 7 13 0 14 68 97
 Sharks 16 6 9 1 13 40 65
 Lightning 22 0 22 0 0 26 150
AAA BANTAM 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
 Monarchs 22 19 2 1 39 132 48
 Sharks 21 17 2 0 36 109 43
 Hawks 21 17 4 0 34 155 59
 Selects 16 11 4 0 23 91 34
 Lightning 24 7 17 0 14 74 143
 Warriors 18 1 16 0 3 32 103
MANITOBA FEMALE MIDGET AAA 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP Reg W Reg L T OTW OTL Pts
Winnipeg Avros 17 8 5 - 4 - 24
Eastman Selects 18 10 6 - - 2 22
Yellowhead Chiefs 16 9 5 - 1 1 21
Westman Wildcats 16 8 4 - 1 3 21
PV Hawks 16 8 6 - 1 1 19
Central Plains 17 6 8 - 1 2 16
Interlake Lightning 16 - 15 - 1 - 2
STATS AS OF TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19    
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Reimer playing well as Panthers’ starter
By Brian Bowman

James Reimer has a very good ex-
cuse for not being able to do much 
Christmas shopping this year.

Reimer has been a busy man lately 
as the Florida Panthers’ starting goal-
tender in replace of an injured Rober-
to Luongo.

Reimer, a Morweena product, was in 
goal for all three Panthers’ games last 
week.

In a 2-1 overtime win over Detroit 
on Dec. 11, Reimer made 34 saves. 
The next night, he stopped 25 Chicago 
shots in a 3-2 OT loss. 

Patrick Kane ruined Reimer’s night, 
wiring a hard wrist shot on a break-
away during the 3-on-3 overtime pe-
riod.

Last Thursday, Reimer was very 
good once again in a 2-1 loss to the 
Colorado Avalanche.

“I thought we battled hard for the 
most part,” Reimer said on the Flori-
da Panthers’ website. “Another good 
game where we worked hard and un-
fortunately just didn’t get the bounces 
at the end. … I’ll be ready to go next 
game.”

All three Panthers’ games came 
within a four-day period on the road.

Reimer’s recent strong play has 
brought high praise from Panthers’ 
head coach Bob Boughner.

“He realizes that we have no other 
option,” Boughner said on a telecon-

ference earlier this month. “It’s (Luon-
go) and him. Obviously, (Harri) Sateri 
is a quality goaltender, but he doesn’t 
have a lot of experience. 

“(James) knows he needs to be good 
and step it up, and help this team get 
where we need to be. He’s certainly 
done that in the last couple games.”

Reimer is expected to stay the Pan-
thers’ No. 1 netminder with Luongo 
expected to be out for an extended 
period of time. 

Luongo was hurt — and replaced 
by Reimer — in a 5-4 shootout loss to 
the New York Islanders on Dec. 4. Two 
nights later, Reimer was the starter in 
Florida’s 6-4 home loss to the Winni-
peg Jets.

This is Reimer’s second stint as Flor-
ida’s starter this season. Back in Oc-
tober, Luongo suffered a hand injury 
and missed two weeks.

The Panthers — and Reimer — 
struggled in his absence, posting a 
2-3-1 record. Reimer had a sub-par 
.894 save percentage during that time. 

The loss of Luongo is obviously a 
big one for the Panthers. But Florida 
players feel confi dent that Reimer can 
provide the team with solid goaltend-
ing.

“This is a pretty big loss for us. (Lu-
ongo’s) been awesome for his whole 
career with Florida,” Panthers’ forward 
Aleksander Barkov told Pro Hockey 
Talk. “Of course it kind of sucks, but 

that’s the luxury of having James Re-
imer as a second goalie for us. That’s 
a pretty good thing that we have two 
goalies that can be fi rst goalies in the 
league.”

The Panthers continued their fi ve-
game road trip against the Golden 
Knights in Sin City on Sunday and 
then were in Arizona on Tuesday to 

battle the Coyotes. 
Florida will then have four home 

games to end 2017, beginning with the 
Minnesota Wild this Friday.

Reimer had a 6-8-0-4 record and 
a 3.48 goals-against average with a 
.896 save percentage heading into the 
game against Las Vegas.

 PHOTO COURTESY OF THE RAT TRICK
Morweena’s James Reimer has had some strong play in net for the 
Florida Panthers.

Falcons knock off North Stars 
By Brian Bowman

There were a lot of red lights fl ash-
ing in Warren on Friday evening — at 
least in the hockey rink.

The Lundar Falcons were in a festive 
mood last Friday, skating to an im-
pressive 13-3 victory over the Norway 
House North Stars in Keystone Junior 
Hockey League action.

Lundar scored early and often in this 
one, netting fi ve fi rst-period goals and 
then adding fi ve more in the middle 
frame.

Zach Bone led the Falcons with four 
goals and an assist while Dennon Si-
chewski added a hat trick to go along 
with a helper. Sichewski is now sec-
ond on the team in goals scored with 
11.

Lance Laycock (two), Derek Benson 

(two), Brent Johannson and Colton 
Gadoury also scored for the winners. 

Gadoury added three assists for a 
four-point game while Josh Eardley 
also chipped in with three assists.

Clinton Apetagon, Glen Paupanekis 
and Quinton Courteoreille replied for 
Norway House.

Christopher Lesage made 33 saves 
for the win.

The lopsided victory snapped a 
three-game losing streak and im-
proved Lundar’s record to 9-7-0-3. 
The Falcons have 21 points to sit tied 
for second with St. Malo in the South 
Division standings.

The Falcons will be looking for two 
wins in a row this Saturday when they 
hit the road to tackle the OCN Storm. 
Puck drop is 8 p.m.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY LANA MEIER
The Falcons’ Zach Bone led his team with four goals and an assist in 
Lundar’s 13-3 victory against the Norway House North Stars in KJHL 
action last Saturday.
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Bantam Lightning drop tight battle with Warriors 
By Brian Bowman

The Interlake Lightning had a great 
battle with the Winnipeg Warriors in 
Bantam “AAA” hockey action on Sat-
urday in Stony Mountain.

The Warriors overcame a 3-2 third-
period defi cit to defeat the Lightning 
4-3.

Charlie Kosman scored both Winni-
peg goals in the fi nal frame, including 
the game winner on the power play at 
17:11.

After a scoreless fi rst period, Win-
nipeg took a 2-0 lead on goals by Mi-
chael Tanchak, on the power play, and 
Paison Butler.

But Interlake battled back to take 3-2 
lead with second-period goals from 
Karson King (assisted by Kaden Stew-
art), Peyton Bateman and Michael 
Crave. 

Two of those goals came on the pow-
er play while Crave’s marker was a 
shorthanded tally.

Gavin White made 17 saves in the 
loss.

Interlake played the Warriors on 
Wednesday to wrap up play for 2017 
but no score was available at press 
time. The Lightning will then host the 
Rangers on Jan. 7 in Warren.

Interlake Lightning City Midget

In City Midget action, Interlake lost 
7-0 to the Winnipeg Hawks last Fri-
day and 9-2 to the Eastman Selects on 
Sunday in Warren.

The Lightning will host the Hawks 
this Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in Stonewall. 

Ice Dawgs skate to pair of KJHL victories 
By Brian Bowman

The Arborg Ice Dawgs were twice 
as good as their Keystone Junior 
Hockey League opponent on two dif-
ferent occasions last week.

The Ice Dawgs doubled the North 
Winnipeg Satelites 4-2 last Thursday 
and then defeated the Fisher River 
Hawks 6-3 on Saturday.

After a scoreless opening period 
against the Hawks, Arborg scored 
twice in the middle frame and then 
added three more in the third.

Colton Davies led the Ice Dawgs 
with a goal and three assists while 

Clint Torfason tallied twice and add-
ed a helper.

Cal Finnson, with a goal and two 
assists, Dylan Fugula (goal, assist) 
and Gordie Longbotton also scored 
for Arborg.

Joey Fratantonio made 53 saves in 
the win.

Arborg’s game against North Win-
nipeg was close until the third when 
the Ice Dawgs scored three straight 
goals to take a 4-1 lead.

Finnson scored twice while Torfa-
son had the other. Two of those three 
goals came on the power play.

North Winnipeg’s Nico Lisi scored 
with the man advantage in the fi rst 
period and then Torfason replied in 
the second.

The Satelites’ Nathan Jones closed 
the game’s scoring with 18 seconds 
left in regulation time with the game 
well out of reach. 

Fratantonio was busy in goal once 
again, facing 47 shots for the victory.

Arborg (13-4-0-2) will play at Pe-
guis this Friday for an 8 p.m. game 
to wrap up play before the holiday 
break. 

Midget Lightning zap eight-game losing streak
By Brian Bowman

Christmas came a little early for the 
Interlake Lightning Midget Provincial 
hockey team this season.

Interlake snapped a frustrating 
eight-game losing streak with a solid 
effort in a 3-2 overtime win over the 
Yellowhead Chiefs in Shoal Lake on 
Sunday.

It was just the Lightning’s second 
victory in their past 16 games.

“(The win) was long overdue,” said 
Lightning head coach Dwayne Swan-
son Monday morning. “We’ve been 
playing pretty well for quite a while 
now and just can’t seem to fi nd a way 
to get a win.”

Hunter Halcrow was the hero, scor-
ing the game winner in OT. The goal 
was assisted by Dylan Fontaine and 
Bryce Krauter.

Interlake’s Gabe Odowichuk scored 
the game’s fi rst goal at 19:56 of the 
fi rst period. 

Yellowhead’s Logan Wotton, on the 
power play, and Interlake’s Jaytey 
Towle traded second-period goals be-
fore the Chiefs’ Chad Nychuk tied the 
score at 2-2 with a power-play goal at 
15:03 of the third.

Riley Buhay was very good in goal 
for the Lightning, making 39 saves for 
the win. 

“(Riley) was good for us all week-
end,” Swanson praised. “He’s been 
nominated by our group for the play-
er of the week in the league.”

Last Saturday, Interlake was dou-
bled 4-2 by the Southwest Cougars 
in Virden. Once again, the Lightning 
played very well in the tightly-con-
tested game.

“We made a few mistakes in the 

third period that cost us,” Swanson re-
called. “It cost us a win.”

Interlake led 2-1 late in the third 
period but Southwest scored three 
unanswered goals 6:15 apart for the 
comeback win.

The Lightning’s Connor Dowhy and 
the Cougars’ Callum Fortin traded 
fi rst-period goals and then Evan 
Palmer gave Interlake a 2-1 lead at 
8:31 of the third.

It was Dowhy’s fi rst goal of the sea-
son.

Jared McCorrister replied with a 
power-play goal about fi ve minutes 
later and then Fortin netted the even-
tual game winner at 18:33.

McCorrister added an empty-net 
goal with 15 seconds left in the third.

On Dec. 20, the Lightning were de-
feated 6-2 by the Winnipeg Thrashers 
in Teulon.

After a scoreless fi rst period, Winni-
peg came out fl ying to start the sec-
ond, building a 5-0 lead by the 9:46 
mark.

Three of those goals came on the 
power play.

Interlake’s Corey Soorsma scored a 
power-play goal of his own at 17:17 of 
the second period, assisted by Marcus 
Dewey.

Trailing 6-1 late in the third, Jagger 
Bonkowski scored for the Lightning, 
assisted by Rhys Bremner. 

Six different players — Ryden 
Fedyck, Jordan MacFarlane, Riley Bar-
roso, Austin Thorarinson, Reid Rob-
ertson and Jacy Kennedy — scored for 
the Thrashers.

Both teams had six power-play op-
portunities, with Winnipeg scoring on 
three chances and Interlake twice.

Buhay made 30 saves in the game.

Interlake (6-19-0-1-0) will wrap up 
play for 2017 with a game against 
Eastman on Friday (7:30 p.m.) in Gimli 
and then will have a road tilt versus 
the Winnipeg Bruins on Saturday 
(3:15 p.m.) at Southdale Arena.

Interlake owes the Bruins a little 
payback from their last meeting.

“The last time that we played the 
Bruins, we gave up a late goal that 
allowed them to win it,” Swanson re-
membered. “We’re looking forward 
to Eastman. The last time we played 
them, we were really short (players) 
and injured.

“We’ve been playing better – we’re 
not getting hammered down by any-
body. All of the games that we’re 
playing now, we’re (in them). It’s just 
a matter of fi nding ways to win and 
getting a couple of goals.”

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY LANA MEIER 
Lightning captain Colby Bear carries the puck up ice against the War-
riors last Saturday.
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Fisher Branch spikes its way 
to Grade 5/6 volleyball titles
By Brian Bowman

Having a hard work ethic and pas-
sion for a sport is a good start to hav-
ing success.

The Fisher Branch Grade 5/6 boys’ 
and girls’ volleyball teams have that 
dedication to volleyball and it result-
ed in a tremendous amount of success 
at a recent Eriksdale tournament.

Fisher Branch took three boys’ teams 
and three girls’ squads to the tourna-
ment. The boys defeated an Eriksdale 
team 25-23 in the fi nal while the girls’ 
championship game was a battle be-
tween two Fisher Branch teams.

Fisher Branch trailed by about 10 
points in the boys’ fi nal, recalled Not-
tveit, but they roared back behind 
the “rocket serving” of Klyd Miranda. 
Miranda served “about 10 points in a 
row,” said Nottveit.

The boys’ tournament featured 12 
teams while the girls’ side had 10. 
The tournament consisted of several 
schools within the Lakeshore School 
Division.

The tournament was a great experi-
ence for the Fisher Branch players.

“In our school, which goes (from 
Grade 5) up to Grade 12, one of their 
favourite sports is volleyball,” ex-
plained Fisher Branch physical edu-
cation teacher/athletic director Kyler 
Nottveit. “The students are passionate 
and we practice volleyball a lot. It was 
a great accomplishment for them be-
cause they take it seriously.

“Many of their older siblings are 
playing volleyball, so they’re pretty 
proud.”

It was quite the accomplishment 

for Fisher Branch to have two of their 
teams playing in the girls’ fi nal.

“They love (the sport),” Nottveit said. 
“They are even more passionate than 
the boys and they spend a lot of time 
talking about volleyball.”

For the Grade 5 students, this is their 
fi rst year at Fisher Branch and they 
had their fi rst taste of volleyball tour-
nament action in Eriksdale. 

There was a lot of hard work that 
went into getting ready for the tour-
nament.

“Especially, the Grade 5s, they love 
volleyball,” Nottveitt said. “They can’t 
get enough of it. They love bump-
ing and setting to each other — they 
straight-up love the sport. “I’ve never 
been to a small community where 
volleyball was so popular.”

The players have improved quite a 
bit over the course of the short season, 
said Nottveit, who also coaches Fisher 
Branch’s varsity team.

“For the Grade 5s and 6s, it’s pretty 
foundational bumping and setting 
and a lot of them had never done that 
before,” he explained. “There was a lot 
of improvement technique-wise with 
basic bumping and setting and serv-
ing. Serving was big. They all learned 
how to serve, bump and set.”

Nottveit is eagerly looking forward 
to developing these young athletes 
throughout their volleyball careers.

“I’m looking forward to guiding and 
molding these athletes to what they 
are passionate about,” he said. “If they 
want to build a (volleyball) program, 
then I’ll build it with them.”

 EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The Fisher Branch Cougars won both the boys’ and girls’ Grade 5/6 
volleyball tournaments in Eriksdale recently.

Peguis scores 18 against Norway House
By Brian Bowman

The Peguis Juniors had a chance to 
pad their stats in a home game against 
Norway House on Saturday.

Peguis scored a whopping 18 goals 
— including 11 in the second period 
— in a dominating 18-3 win in Key-
stone Junior Hockey League action.

Every skater in Peguis’ lineup re-
corded at least a point. The Juniors 
were led by Dalen Schulz’ seven-point 
game.

Goal scorers for the Juniors included 
Ethan Daniels (three), Travis McPher-
son (two), Shaydon Mousseau (two), 
Tyrome Spence-Bair (two), Coulson 
Nepinak (two), Wyatt Bear (two), Ro-

mano Paul, Quinton Flett, Darian 
Murdock, Schulz and Storm Swan.

Clinton Apetagon, Tanner Poker and 
Glen Paupanekis replied for Norway 
House.

Allan Kohli made 30 saves for the 
win.

Last Thursday, Peguis outlasted the 
Fisher River Hawks 9-8 in a shootout.

Schulz and Spence-Bair scored for 
Peguis in the shootout while Joshua 
Beaulieu replied for Fisher River.

The fi rst period was a wild one as 
the two teams were tied 4-4 after 20 
minutes. They were then deadlocked 
at 7-7 after two periods.

Christian Cochrane paced Peguis 

with a goal and fi ve assists while 
Spence-Bair scored twice and added 
a helper.

Dylan Stevenson, Murdock, Ethan 
Daniels, Schulz and Bear also scored 
for the Juniors.

Joshua Beaulieu had a monster 
game for Fisher River, scoring four 
times and adding three assists. John-
ny Beaulieu was as equally as domi-
nant, fi nishing with three goals and 
three assists.

Parker Beaulieu scored Fisher Riv-
er’s other goal.

Juniors’ goaltender Nolan Favel 
made 41 saves for the win.

Peguis visited Fisher River on 

Wednesday but no score was avail-
able at press time.

The Juniors (16-2) will then host the 
Arborg Ice Dawgs this Friday at 8 p.m.

Fisher River, meanwhile, was dou-
bled 6-3 by Arborg on Saturday eve-
ning.

Elmer Maytwashing, Darryl Thad-
deus and Evan Thickfoot scored for 
Fisher River in the losing cause. 

The Hawks, now 1-18-0-1, will play 
at the Cross Lake Islanders on Friday 
(8 p.m.) and Norway House Saturday 
(1:30 p.m.).



Weightloss • Energy & Performance • Healthy Aging

www.isaproduct.com

Allana Sawatzky
allana333@hotmail.com

Janice Gulay
jkaraim@mymts.net   (c) 1-204-648-3836

Rose Sawatzky
isa.rose1957@gmail.com   (c) 1-204-479-8227

Cranberry Cranberry 
Apple Apple 

ChutneyChutney

Prep time: 15 minutes
Total time: 45 minutes
Yield: 2 cups
1 bag (12 ounces) fresh or frozen 

cranberries
1/4 cup water
2 large apples, cored and chopped
1 1/2 cups sugar
2/3 cup fi nely chopped onion
2/3 cup golden raisins
2 teaspoons minced fresh ginger
1 teaspoon Spice Islands Minced 

Garlic

Stephanie 204-896-3980
Independent Sales Consultant

cleanwithwater15@gmail.com

Learn how to create
a safe haven.

We help you radically reduce  
chemicals in your home

Ask me how

> MEAL IDEAS> MEAL IDEAS
get inspired

Traditional Traditional 
Turkey RubTurkey Rub

1/2 teaspoon Spice Islands Garlic 
Powder

1/8 teaspoon Spice Islands Ground 
Saigon Cinnamon

sea salt 
Spice Islands Ground Black Pepper 
pure olive oil (optional)
1 turkey
In small bowl, combine rosemary, 

thyme, onion powder, garlic powder 
and cinnamon. Generously add salt 
and pepper. Lightly coat turkey with 
oil, if desired.

Rub all surfaces of turkey with 
seasoning. Roast according to package 
directions.

Prep time: 5 minutes
Yield: rub for 1 turkey (about 15 

pounds)
2 teaspoons Spice Islands Crushed 

Rosemary
1 teaspoon Spice Islands Thyme
1 teaspoon Spice Islands Onion 

Powder

With the busy lives that we lead to-
day, often the family vacation is seen 
as an oasis of fun and relaxation off 
in the distance.  We look forward to it, 
and this anticipation helps to get us 
through those tough days.  If the va-
cation does not live up to our expecta-
tions, we are often disappointed, and 
feel somehow cheated out of an ex-
perience that should have been ours.  
Unrealistic expectations often set the 
stage for disappointment and frustra-
tion.  What are some of these high ex-
pectations?

 A couple vacationing alone may 
expect that it will be like a second 
honeymoon; and that communication 
and intimacy will improve dramati-
cally.  Parents may feel that a family 
vacation will help them to re-create 
the harmony and closeness that has 
been dwindling away due to busy 
schedules and high stress.  Children 
may expect that vacation time will 
be fun time, and that parents will be 
relaxed and jovial and will let up on 
demands.

 They may also expect that they can 
participate in all of the attractions that 
are available, without regard to the 
family vacation budget.  Sometimes 
it works out that we experience the 
perfect vacation, or one that even ex-
ceeds our expectations.  This is beau-
tiful when it happens, however many 
factors work against this.  First of all, 
there is the change in daily routine.  
This requires adjustment, even when 
the change is positive.  Then there 
may be tiredness, change in diet, or 
anxiety related to the traveling itself. 

 These factors introduce stress into 

the traveling environment, and often 
the couple or family is in closer prox-
imity than usual.  Traveling in a car, or 
sleeping in motels or hotels does not 
allow people to get the quiet time or 
space from each other that is required 
to reduce stress.  Children do not 
have the security of their own room to 
retreat to when they are having a bad 
day.  So what can be done to reduce 
stress, and enhance the enjoyment of 
vacation time?

 The fi rst step begins when the vaca-
tion is in the planning stages.  Try to 
ensure that the activities planned suit 
the age and temperament of young 
travelers.  Talk beforehand about 
some of the diffi culties that may arise, 
and plan how to deal with them in 
advance.  Agree on ways to let others 
know when we are getting irritable, or 
need some time alone.

 Most of all, see this time as an op-
portunity to practice forgiveness and 
letting go of negative emotions.  Keep 
your sense of humor.  Start each day 
fresh, leaving what happened yester-
day in the past.  Time together is too 
precious to spend in anger or holding 
grudges.  Vacation time passes all too 
quickly.

 Diffi culties cannot be eliminated, 
and will not disappear just because 
we are on holidays, but we can learn 
to deal with them, to heal wounded 
feelings, so that we can get on with 
the good stuff.  It is not so important 
that we remember the details of all of 
our vacations, only that it was good to 
be together.

 Gwen Randall-Young is an author and 
award-winning Psychotherapist.  For 
permission to reprint this article, or to 
obtain books, CDs or MP3's, visit www.
gwen.ca. Follow Gwen on Facebook for 
daily inspiration.  

1 teaspoon salt
3/4 teaspoon Spice Islands Ground 

Allspice
1/4 teaspoon Spice Islands Ground 

Saigon Cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon Spice Islands Ground 

Cloves
2/3 cup dark corn syrup
1/3 cup cider vinegar
2/3 cup chopped pecans
In large saucepan, combine 

cranberries, water, apples, sugar, 
onion, raisins, ginger, garlic, salt, 
allspice, cinnamon and cloves. 
Bring to boil over medium-high 
heat. Reduce heat; cover, stirring 
occasionally, 15 minutes. Add corn 
syrup, vinegar and pecans. Cook 
uncovered 15 minutes, stirring 
frequently.

Serve with roast turkey, pork roast 
or baked ham.

Mini Pumpkin Mini Pumpkin 
CheesecakesCheesecakes

Prep time: 15 minutes
Total time: 1 hour, 50 minutes
Yield: 18 mini cheesecakes
18  paper baking cups (2 1/2 inch 

diameter)

18  gingersnap cookies
12  ounces cream cheese, softened
3/4  cup sugar
1  tablespoon corn starch
1  teaspoon Spice Islands Pumpkin 

Pie Spice
2  eggs
1  cup canned pumpkin
1/3  cup light corn syrup
Heat oven to 325 F. Line muffi n 

tin with paper baking cups. Place 1 
cookie in each cup.

With electric mixer, beat cream 
cheese, sugar, corn starch and 
pumpkin pie spice. Add eggs and mix 
well. Add pumpkin and corn syrup; 
beat 1 minute.

Pour fi lling into liners, dividing 
evenly. Bake 30-35 minutes until just 
set.

Chill 1 hour.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 

When Family Vacation 
Goes Awry
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RECYCLING
Buying scrap metal, 
cars, tractors, com-
bines, farm scrap, 
any metal material, 
any farm machinery. 
Ph Lonnie at 204-886-
3407 lve. message or 
cell at 204-861-2031.

HELP WANTED
Medical Transcription! 
In-demand career! 
Employers have work-
at-home positions 
available. Get online 
training you need from 
an employer-trusted 
program. Visit: Career
Step.ca/MT or 1-855-
768-3362 to start train-
ing for your work-at-
home career today!

MISCELLANEOUS
Batteries for every-
thing. Automotive, 
farm, construction, 
ATV, marine, motorcy-
cle, golf carts, phones, 
tools, radios, com-
puters etc. Recondi-
tioned, obsolete and 
hard-to-fi nd batteries. 
Solar equipment. The 
Battery Man. Winni-
peg. 1-877-775-8271 
www.batteryman.ca
––––––––––––––––––
Parts & full trailer re-
pair, trailer safeties & 
Autopac trailer repair. 
Sales, Leasing & Fi-
nancing of fl at-deck, 
dumpbox, cargo, 
gooseneck & utility 
trailers & truck beds. 
Kaldeck Truck & Trail-
er, Hwy #1 MacGregor, 
Mb. 1-888-685-3127. 

HELP WANTED
Colorado Blue Spruce: 
$0.99/each for a box of 
180 ($178.20). Also full 
range of tree, shrub, 
& berry seedlings. 
Free shipping most of 
Canada. Growth guar-
antee. 1-866-873-3846 
or TreeTime.ca.
––––––––––––––––––
Powertec Solar, Con-
sumer Choice Award 
winner, “Top Solar 
Company,” contact 
us for a free estimate 
and let us explain the 
- Powertec advantage: 
www.powertecsolar.ca 
(204) 809-8703.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wall Elk Products Ltd., 
204-467-8428 or e-
mail stonewoodelk@
hotmail.com

classifi edsclassifi edsClassifi edsClassifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

Call Today! 467-5836

InterlakeGGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs
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At the Regular meeting of Council held on December 13, 2017, 
Council passed the following resolution in response to the survey 
put out by the Association of Manitoba Municipalities (AMM) on 
behalf of the Province of Manitoba:

RESOLVED THAT Council do hereby say no to allowing 
cannabis being sold in the Municipality subject to public 
consultation with our rate payers and the opportunity to 
review and reconsider our position once the Provincial 
legislation and regulations are confi rmed.

The survey was distributed with the wording provided below:

At the AMM Convention, the Minister of Growth, Enterprise 
and Trade stated the government would survey AMM to ask if 
municipalities would be participating in the province’s strategy 
to establish retail cannabis stores in communities across the 
province. The following information is collected for immediate-
term planning purposes. The province intends to have an open 
and ongoing dialogue with municipalities about cannabis 
and your municipality can indicate a change in position on 
this subject at any point. Please respond to the AMM which 
will collect and forward your responses to the Minister. Your 
response is requested by noon, December 22, 2017.  

Please confi rm if your municipality currently intends to allow 
cannabis to be sold from a retail location situated in your 
municipality.

___ Yes, we intend to allow.

___ No, we do not intend to allow.

We understand our community can change its position on this 
matter at a later date and that the response above is not binding.

We, the Mayor and Council of the Rural Municipality of Gimli 
strongly believe that this decision was not as simple as providing 
a yes or no response. Council’s resolution reinforces their position 
that they have not been provided with suffi cient information from 
higher levels of government to make an informed decision to meet 
the deadline imposed in the survey. Council fully intends to revisit 
their decision after meeting with the ratepayers of the Municipality 
and Provincial legislation and regulations are confi rmed.  

Mayor & Council
Rural Municipality of Gimli

PUBLIC NOTICE 
RM OF GIMLI

PUBLIC NOTICE 
RM OF GIMLI

NOTICE OF CHANGE TO 
RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE SCHEDULE

As of January 15, 2018, all residential garbage will be picked 
up on the same schedule as the current residential recycling 
schedule, which is as follows:
MONDAY:
The area east of Highway 8 to Lake Winnipeg and between 
Seagram Road south to Minerva Road, including, but not 
limited to, the following subdivisions:

WEDNESDAY:
-

8 to Lake Winnipeg and between Seagram Road north to 

subdivisions:

FRIDAY:
The area east of Highway 8 to Lake Winnipeg/Winnipeg 

-
sions:

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:

PLEASE PLACE ALL RECYCLABLES 
AT THE SAME LOCATION AS YOUR 

GARBAGE BY 7 AM THE DAY OF COLLECTION.

Classifi ed booking deadline Classifi ed booking deadline 
is Monday at 4 p.m. prior to is Monday at 4 p.m. prior to 

Thursday’s publication.Thursday’s publication.

Call 467-5836Call 467-5836

NEWS NEWS 
TIPS TIPS 

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

80YearsYears Serving Gimli & Serving Gimli & 
Surrounding AreaSurrounding Area

Gilbart Funeral Home

50-1st Ave., Gimli  1-800-230-6482
www.gilbartfuneralhome.comwww.gilbartfuneralhome.com

Gimli’s Only Full Service Gimli’s Only Full Service 
Funeral ChapelFuneral Chapel

GG

50 1 A G
Call Today! 467-5836

InterlakeGGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

Everything you Everything you 
need to promote need to promote 

your businessyour business



Hwy #9 & Colville Drive
Gimli, MB

(204) 642-8585

• Window Coverings
   • Floor Coverings • Cabinetry
    • Countertops & More!

WE SUPPLY AND/OR INSTALL:

70 Centre Street Gimli, MB  R0C 1B0
204-642-8398   lmtvet@mts.net 365 Main St. Arborg, Mb

204.376.5177
intglass@mymts.net

• Sealed Units
• Flat Glass• Flat Glass
• Mirrors• Mirrors
• Laminated• Laminated
• Tempered• Tempered
• Plexi/Lexan• Plexi/Lexan

• Windows & Doors
• Siding• Siding
• Custom Cladding• Custom Cladding
• Decks• Decks
•  Construction/•  Construction/

RenovationsRenovations
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Glass Specialists Construction

JON BRANDT, OWNER
Cell 204 642 2775Fax 204-364-2788SPECIALIZING IN

HEAVY TRUCK & TRAILER
SALES AND SERVICE

Arborg 3m West on Hwy 68, 6m North on Hwy 233, 2.75m West on Rd 329

Offi ce -
204-364-2775
www.jbrandtent.com

www.arborgfamilydental.com
Emergencies and New Patients Welcome

Oakridge Meat’s Ltd
• Custom Slaughter (Beef & Pork)
• Custom Cutting & Wrapping
• We are a government inspected plant
Very well trained staff to service all your needs

McCreary MB    204-835-2365     204-476-0147
Lorne 

Nagorski 
General Manager

Fall Time Special
• Hamburger $2.99/lb

• Sides $309   • Fronts $299
• Hinds $325

BizBiz
CardsCards

Get The 
Job Done!

Call 204-641-4104 Call 204-641-4104 
ads@expressweeklynews.caads@expressweeklynews.ca
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca
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Classifi ed booking Classifi ed booking 
deadline is Monday at deadline is Monday at 

4 p.m. prior to 4 p.m. prior to 
Thursday’s publication.Thursday’s publication.

Call 467-5836Call 467-5836

CLASS 1A & 3A TRUCK 
DRIVERS REQUIRED 
to operate semi vacs 

and straight vacs
 in SE Sask.

Full or part time 
positions available.

Wages based on 
experience.

Resume’s and work 
references to:

Competition 
Environmental Ltd.

PO Box 609
Carnduff, SK. S0C 0S0
Email : competition@

sasktel.net

Winter 
Road Haul 201
Class 1 Drivers

needed for deliveries in 
MB & NW Ont.
(800) 665-4302

ext. 251
or e-mail:

orderdesk@penneroil.ca

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS MANAGER (Full Time) 

Tudor House Personal Care Home
is accepting applications for the position of

Start Date: As soon as possible, Hours: 8:30 to 4:30 - Flexible
Rate of Pay: $20 - $25 per hour 40 hours per week
Work Location: On site of Nursing Home, 800 Manitoba Ave., Selkirk, MB
General Duties: 
 Responsible for maintaining the fi nancial records of the personal care   
 home by accurately recording the day to day fi nancial transactions of   
 the company and managing a small business offi ce staff.
 Responsible to: CEO/DOC
 Specifi c Skills: Balance the A/P and the A/R, Post Journal entries, 
  reconcile accounts, maintain general ledger and fi nancial statements,   
  prepare other statistical, fi nancial and accounting reports, keep 
  fi nancial records and establish, maintain and balance various accounts  
  using manual and computerized bookkeeping systems, import payroll   
  into the G/L, and be familiar with Resident/Client Trust Accounting.
Job Requirements:
 Languages: English 
 Education: College Bookkeeping/Accounting Certifi cate 1 -2 years or   
  University Bachelor’s Accounting Degree
 Experience: Bookkeeping 2-3 years, Nursing Home/PCH Bookkeeping 
  experience desirable but not required.
 Security and Safety: Criminal Record Check – Vulnerable person,   
  Bondable, Adult and Child Abuse Registry Checks.
 Transportation: Own car, Public transportation available.
 Personal Suitability: Effective interpersonal skills, excellent oral and   
  written communications, organized, accurate, resident focus, 
  Team player, reliability, dependability, fl exibility.

Business Equipment and Computer Applications: Adagio or ACCPAC 
Software Accounting (3 module systems A/R, A/P and G/L) , MS Offi ce, MS 
Word, MS Excel and MS Outlook.

Attention: John A. Martyniw by email : jamartyniw@mytudor.ca
Note: Only those selected for interviews will be contacted.

Evergreen School Division Employment Opportunities
In Riverton, Arborg, Gimli and Wpg Beach

Spare Bus Drivers
Extra-Curricular Trips: $17.41 per hour

Regular Routes: $87 to $106 for daily route
If you work well with and enjoy young people and are committed to en-
hancing the student experience, we would like to talk to you about this 
opportunity. 

Qualifications
- Manitoba Driver’s License in Good standing
- Clear Driver’s Abstract, criminal record
- Clear Child Abuse Registry
- Must be eligible for Class 2 License
- Minimum Grade 12 Education
- Available before and after school and some weekends
- Mid Day work may be required

If this position is of interest to you please contact: 
Blanche Bernardin

Transportation Supervisor
204-642-6263 • blanche.bernardin@esd.ca

Christmas Without you Evan
Tree isn’t up

No decorations anywhere
We avoid the gatherings

It just isn’t Christmas for us; you should be 
here!

Instead we miss you;
Mum a hug and kiss on the forehead

Dad a hug and I love you
Dylan a hug and Micheal Jackson

Chassi an I love you…a shut up and a laugh
Mama and Papa a hug, I love you and tea

You were our hug
You were our crazy
You were our laugh
You were our dance
You are our cries….

Till we hug again Evan, see you in our 
dreams…

Forever and always
Always and forever

Son, Brother, Grandson and Forever Friend
Evan Peder Engbaek

March 16, 1999 - July 25, 2017

ANNOUNCEMENT

IN MEMORIAM

FINNSON - HEESAKER
We would like extend a big thank you to all of 
our family, friends and members of the commu-
nity for their generosity and kindness through-
out our engagement. The huge crowds of smil-
ing people who attended and made possible 
our May 7th wedding shower and June 10 so-
cial showed us nothing but love. We feel truly 
blessed to have so many people supporting us 
as we begin a new chapter in our lives.
Thank you again to those who donated food 
and drink, social prizes and time committed to 
create and share our special times!

-Curtis and Jasmine

ANNOUNCEMENT

CARD OF THANKS
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BOXING DAYBOXING DAY
SALESALE

K

& WEEK

*25% OFF
*20% OFF
*10% OFF

OPEN BOXING DAY
NOON TO 4:00 P.M.

SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!

Natura Travel
Pillows

Leather

Yellow Tags are
DOOR CRASHERS

No Further Discounts

ALL DISPLAY
FURNITURE
20% OFF

Cash & Carry-Delivery
may be arranged
*extra charge

ALL DISPLAY
FURNITURE
20% OFF

Cash & Carry-Delivery
may be arranged
*extra charge

BIGBIG MORE
SPECIALS

10%Minimum
Discounts of
Any furniture & in-stock appliances only

Many other specials in store.
Check them out!

Minimum
Discounts of

Stock Only
$7.49

3 Months
No Interest
No Payments
on Entire Store

- Door
Crashers
Included

PRICE
CUTS!

LOOK
HERE
LOOK
HERE

Reg. $15.99

EVEN THE HAS BOXING
DAY SPECIALS...

10% OFF

DeFehr 2 pce Computer
Desk Solid Ash Fronts $329YOUR CHOICE

FRIDGEDAIRE DEALS

OR
Rocker Recliner by Ashley
6 colour choices

Frost free fridge $499
Matching 30" stove $399

SAVE EVEN MORE...

Buy the pair for $798

Wall
Hugger

CLEARANCE

BONUS FRYPAN INCLUDED

BOTH PIECES

Leather Reclining Sofa
& Reclining Loveseat
By Ashley

Frigidaire Portable
Induction Burner

$139Reg.
$199

As Is
Floor
Model

All Mattresses
& Boxsprings In Stock 15% OFF

Reg. $699

STOCK ONLY

Many,
many more
PRICE CUTS
will be made
on Xmas
Eve.

Many,
many more
PRICE CUTS
will be made
on Xmas
Eve.

DISPLAY
FURNITURE

$249$249 Talalay Latex filled

TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL

AllAccessories1/ 3 OFF

Your choice of size 15 or 17 cu. ft.
FRIGIDAIRE

20%
OFF

All Display
Furniture

Cash & Carry
*extra charge for delivery

BONUS
½ Price Bedding Accessories
with the purchase of a bed!

MATTRESS & BOXSPRING SETS:
*25% OFF*25% OFF Floor Models
*20% OFF*20% OFF In-stock units
*10% OFF*10% OFF ordered units

* bedframe
* pillows
* sheets
* comforters
* mattress pad

321 MAIN ST. � ARBORG

FAX: 376-5577
TOLL FREE: 1-800-361-4156
E-mail: smittysfurniture@mts.net

“The largest selection of Furniture
& Appliances between the lakes”

204-376-5242
321 MAIN ST. ARBORG
204-376-5242 FAX: 376-5577

TILL FREE: 1-800-361-4156
E-mail: smittysfurniture@mts.net • www.smittysfurniture.net

*25% OFF
*20% OFF
*10% OFF

––––––––––– HOURS –––––––––

Saturday Dec 23  9-6
Sunday Dec 24  CLOSED
Monday  Dec 25  CLOSED
Tues Dec 26  12-4
Wed-Sat Dec 27
 -Dec 30 9-6TOLL FREE: 1-800-361-4156

7 pce Solid 
Oak Dining Set  

Includes trestle table, 
4 side & 2 arm chairs

NOW 
$1,999

Minimum
Discounts of10 % any furniture & in-stock

Appliances only (from reg. price)

White Westinghouse
15 ft3 chest freezer 

“Camo” 

BLOW OUT
$699
NOW 
$599
NOW 
$1,299
NOW 

$1,499
NOW 

$499
NOW 
$299

Ashley Sofa & 
Loveseat 
Reg. $1,219

Dimplex Corner Ent. 
Fireplace Oak
Reg. $1,139

Twin Log Bunkbed 
Matt’s Extra - Floor Model Only
Reg. $1,699

Palliser Sofa & Loveseat
One Leather Set & One Fabric 
Set Floor Models Only
Reg $2,999 

Ashley “Power” 
Recliner
Leather Look Brown or Black 

Ashley Dresser 
& Mirror
Brown 2 pce Set
Reg $528

UNLIMITED SUPPLIES

$599

When they’re gone, 
they’re gone

8 Only

Fabric/
PVC

Floor Model 
Only

/ SET - ONE ONLY

Floor Model

APPLIANCE SUPER SPECIAL
Frigidaire 18ft3 

Frost Free Fridge
$699

Frigidaire 30” Self 
Clean, Cerantop

$699Black Stainless 
Steel

Reg. $1,299 Reg. $899
Stock Only -

Amazing
Stock Only -

Hurry

Each Set
Half Price

1 only  Reg. 
$2,999
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