
Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501

12x20 Cabin 
with porch, 

fully insulated 
and fi nished, 

wired, 
wood- fi red

heater 
$12,500

news > sports > opinion > community > people > entertainment > events > classifi eds > careers > everything you need to know

 All price are plus taxes. See dealer for details.
Dealer 
#5358

16-7TH AVENUE, GIMLI, MB
SALES - 855-963-1818

2012 FUSION SEL AWD2012 FUSION SEL AWD

$11,995

2013 ESCAPE SE2013 ESCAPE SE

$13,995

2015 FUSION SE2015 FUSION SE

$14,995
STK#11018A

SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

Honda F501 Tiller
Easy Start, 36"/24"/12".
Daily, Weekly, Monthly. Call for Details!

Ariens Trimmer 
Mower

Kubota BX25
Tractor/Loader/
Backhoe

Stihl TS420 
Cut off  Saw
  14" Steel/Concrete

RENT ME

RENT ME

RENT ME

RENT ME

$40
/day

$40
/day

$50
/day

$250
/day

 22” width, 
Easy Start

SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE,  MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD
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 EXPRESS PHOTO BY BRANDEN MEIER
Arborg’s Riverdale Place Workshop was recognized by the province for its commitment to environmental steward-
ship, awarding it a 2017 Sustainability in Pollution Prevention Award. The Riverdale Place Workshop facility diverts 
about 200,000 pounds of recyclable materials from the landfi ll each year. See pg. 3 for full story.

Awarding excellenceAwarding excellence
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Lundar Ag Society Presents

June 8 & 9, 2018

TheThe
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FRIDAY, JUNE 8

SATURDAY, JUNE 9SATURDAY, JUNE 9

•  61st 4-H Beef 
Show and Sale

• Colour dance party
• Fireworks

• Parade and Petting Zoo
• $1,000 Jackpot Heifer Show 
• 51st Miss Interlake Pageant
•  Manitoba Simmental summer 

show, Big Daddy Taz

See website for complete program - 
www.lundaragsociety.com

TRACTOR PULL 

and 

ENTERTAINMENT 

both days!

FFFFFF
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Province makes verbal promise to build 55+ housing in Gimli
By Patricia Barrett

Gimli MLA and Minister of Mu-
nicipal Relations Jeff Wharton said 
the province will commit to building 
a new 55-plus housing development 
of up to 40 units in Gimli’s north end, 
and hopes to break ground this fall.

Wharton made the announcement 
May 25 with Minister of Families Scott 
Fielding at the Gimli New Horizons 
Centre, close to where the new com-
plex will be built on RM-owned land. 

“What we’ve done, in consultation 
with Gimli’s seniors, residents and 
the community, is we were able to 
secure a new build on the New Ho-
rizons site of up to 40 seniors housing 
units through Manitoba Housing,” 
said Wharton by phone Monday.

He added that the proposed devel-
opment has gone through “Cabinet 
and Treasury Board and it’s a done 
deal.” A provincial news release will 
be issued likely in the fall.

The announcement didn’t include a 
dollar fi gure because the facility has 
to go through an RFP (Request for 
Proposals) process, said Wharton, and 
the government wants to get the “best 
deal” it can for taxpayers. But he said 
it’s expected to come in at around $8-
10 million. Funding will be provided 

by Manitoba Housing, a Crown cor-
poration.

Several years ago, the government 
planned to replace Manitoba Hous-
ing’s New Haven facility near Viking 
Park with a new one, said Wharton, 
and to the best of his knowledge, 

had completed the design phase. But 
Gimli has a pressing need for more 
seniors housing.

“I guess it’s about 10 years since this 
has been talked about. And through 
a lot of perseverance, we were able 
to get the project over the fi nish line,” 
said Wharton. “Gimli is certainly one 
of the oldest communities, with a 
mean age of 57 years old, and we want 
our seniors to stay in Gimli.”

Wharton said the added benefi t of 
the new housing project will entail 
the opening up of existing housing 
stock for younger couples as seniors 
move out of their homes.

Gimli Mayor Randy Woroniuk, who 
attended the announcement, said the 
RM will have to absorb the cost of re-
locating a lawn bowling green that’s 
presently on the New Horizons site to 
accommodate the new complex. 

He said the relocation won’t likely 
happen until late fall or early spring 
because the lawn bowlers are guaran-
teed a full season.

Gimli needs affordable 55-plus 
housing because a lot of seniors are 
challenged by maintaining the up-
keep of their own homes, said the 

mayor, and new rental housing will 
keep them in the community. 

“Once they leave, it’s not just them 
physically leaving, but their bank ac-
counts go with them, their purchas-
ing power and their children and 
grandchildren who visit them,” said 
Woroniuk. “It’s not just about one or 
two people leaving, it’s a whole web 
of economic opportunity we lose if we 
can’t keep our seniors in the RM.”

Woroniuk said he began advocat-
ing for 55-plus housing before the last 
municipal election in 2014, recogniz-
ing the need to provide seniors with 
affordable housing options, and that 
the province’s commitment is a “fan-
tastic opportunity” for Gimli.

“As mayor, when you have a posi-
tive relationship with the sitting gov-
ernment, things get done,” he said. 
“And when you have a mayor that’s 
thinking of his community, things get 
done.”

In addition to the announcement, 
Wharton presented a plaque to Ruby 
Tretiak, congratulating the Gimli Hos-
pital Auxiliary on its 50th anniversary 
and dedication to enhancing the com-
munity’s health needs. 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY TAMMY AXELSSON
Gimli MLA Jeff Wharton and families minister Scott Fielding announced 
the province’s commitment to build a new 55-plus housing complex of 
up to 40 units in Gimli. 

Gimli seniors residence announcement May 25.

Jeff Wharton presented a 50th 
Anniversary plaque to Ruby Tretiak 
of the Gimli Hospital Auxiliary 
for enhancing health care in the 
community.
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Eriksdale Foodstore 204-739-2116
Eriksdale Hardware 204-739-2634

$29900

$29900
Sale Dates May 31 - June 6

FrigidaireFrigidaire
Portable Air 
Conditioner
8000 BTU8000 BTU

FrigidaireFrigidaire
Window Air 
Conditioner
8000 BTU8000 BTU

RURAL ROUTES
Yard Machines

20” 2-in-1 Push 
Lawnmower

132cc Gas Engine

Windsor Cobalt
Blocks 20 kg
Windsor System 
Softner Salt 18 kg
Windsor Hi Boot
Salt Blocks
Windsor Fortifi ed 
TM Stock Salt Blocks 
with Selenium

$679

$729

$1169

$1169

each

each

each

each

$18997

$

$

Salt Sale

Riverdale Place Workshop earns Excellence in Sustainability Award
By Patricia Barrett

The province recognized Arborg’s 
Riverdale Place Workshop for its com-
mitment to environmental steward-
ship, awarding it a 2017 Sustainability 
in Pollution Prevention Award.

Last week, Workshop manager Alex 
Janower and board vice-chair Lorne 
Gislason, who submitted the appli-
cation for the award, were invited to 
the legislature where Interlake MLA 
Derek Johnson presented them with 
the award.

“We’re pretty proud of that. It was 
a nice award to win,” said Janower by 
telephone. “The Riverdale Workshop 
staff and all the employees and cli-
ents who work in recycling, it’s their 
award. They’re the ones who make it 
possible.” 

Riverdale Place Workshop Inc. is a 
not-for-profi t organization, provid-
ing vocational training, community 
involvement and employment for 
adults living with disabilities. The or-
ganization employs 31 part-time and 
full-time clients, of whom 12 to 14 
work in the recycling department.

The Manitoba Excellence in Sustain-
ability Awards recognize Manitobans 
who embrace the spirit and principles 
of sustainable development, states its 
website. The awards recognize and 
honour people, projects and ideas 
that successfully apply the principles 
and guidelines of sustainable de-
velopment into concrete and lasting 

achievements.
The workshop provides a weekly 

curbside pickup of recycled materi-
als from residences and businesses in 
Arborg and Riverton, as well as from 
recycling depots in Pebble Beach, 
Hnausa and the Arborg-Bifrost land-
fi ll. Clients sort and package the ma-
terials at Riverdale’s facility on the 
outskirts of Arborg.

The award refl ects Riverdale’s con-
tribution to reducing the volume of 
waste that’s destined for the landfi ll 
every year. That includes tin cans, 
plastic bottles, miscellaneous plastic, 
newspapers, magazines, shredded 
paper, corrugated cardboard and box 
board.

“We cover the whole spectrum of 
recycling,” said Janower. “Each year 
we have approximately over 200,000 
pounds of recycling, and we ship 
semitrailer loads every two weeks to 
Winnipeg.”

Janower said Riverdale is proud of 
its recycling program and is always 
improving its service. “We try to do 
our best to give a very good service to 
the communities. That’s important to 
us.”

Arborg Mayor Randy Sigurdson said 
Riverdale and the services it provides 
are a huge asset to the community.

“We are so pleased that Riverdale 
Place received the Manitoba Service 
Award for pollution prevention [last] 
week,” said Sigurdson on behalf of 

Arborg council. “Arborg is very for-
tunate that we have such a great or-
ganization to do our recycling. Alex 
and his staff do such great work every 
day, and council has nothing but the 
highest praise for each and every one 
involved in the entire process. Their 
value to our community is huge.”

In addition to Riverdale, several 
other organizations and individuals 
received a 2017 Manitoba Excellence 
in Sustainability Award, which was 
announced by Sustainable Develop-
ment Minister Rochelle Squires May 
23.

Other award recipients include the 

Association of Manitoba Community 
Pastures, Green Action Centre, Hap-
py Thought School, ft3 Architecture 
Landscape Interior Design, City of 
Dauphin, Prairie Architects Inc. and 
Seven Oaks School Division, and Ma-
cintosh Balacano.

“We continue to be encouraged and 
amazed by the individuals, organiza-
tions and communities making a dif-
ference in our world,” said Squires in a 
news release. “I’d like to congratulate 
these award winners for their efforts 
and their dedication to their commu-
nities.”

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Interlake MLA Derek Johnson (left) presented a pollution prevention 
award to Riverdale Place Workshop manager Alex Janower (centre) and 
Riverdale vice-chair Lorne Gislason.

Province introduces Wildlife Amendment Act to establish safer hunting
By Caitlyn Gowriluk

The Manitoba government intro-
duced Bill 29, the wildlife amendment 
act (safe hunting and shared manage-
ment), which would create a safer and 
more ethical hunting environment for 
all Manitobans, Sustainable Develop-
ment Minister Rochelle Squires an-
nounced on May 16.

“We have seen deaths, serious inju-

ries and far too many close calls as a 
result of unsafe night hunting prac-
tices in Manitoba,” Squires said.  “We 
also know blinding an animal in the 
dead of the night for the purpose of 
an easy kill is neither safe nor sustain-
able.”

Some practices of night hunting, 
particularly spotlighting — a prac-
tice that shines a bright light into an 

animal’s eyes to paralyze it — would 
be regulated under this bill, added 
Squires.  The bill would regulate night 
hunting to ensure the sustainability of 
Manitoba’s big game population.

In addition to redefi ning night hunt-
ing, this bill would ensure that for the 
third year in a row the government 
would be increasing resources and 
providing better tools to the prov-

ince’s conservation offi cers to keep 
Manitobans safe from dangerous and 
illegal hunting practices, the minister 
noted.

The bill would take into account and 
respect the constitutionally protected 
right of Indigenous hunting at night, 

Continued on page 9
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Interlake Consumers Co-operative president report
Submitted by Reg Perry, Interlake Co-
op President

I am proud to provide the president’s 
report to the 11th Annual Meeting of 
Interlake Consumers Co-operative 
Ltd. 

Being a Co-op means we are owned 
by the members of our community. 
The Co-op is governed democratically 
through an elected board of directors. 
This governance model ensures that 
the Co-op is responsive to the needs 
of the community. A Co-op’s board is 
the same people who live and work in 
the community and shop at the same 
businesses as their fellow members. 
This means that they know what their 
needs of the community are and can 
bring that voice to their meetings. 
This means that the decisions affect-
ing our Co-op are made locally based 
on our unique needs, rather than by a 
faceless head offi ce in a faraway city, 
province or even another country.

The director’s role within the Co-op 
system is to provide strategic plan-
ning and governance to ensure the 
values, vision, mission and aspira-
tions of the co-operative are realized. 
In 2017, the board of directors, with 
input from management and staff, re-
addressed our values, mission, vision 
and aspirations to confi rm our long-
term goals were aligned with our cur-
rent decisions and actions to ensure 
a sustainable future for Interlake Co-
op, our members and our communi-
ties.

When walking around our Co-op, 
the employees are the students in our 
schools and our next-door neighbors. 
The Co-op offers employment that is 
attractive to full-time and part-time 
work. The Co-op also offers fl exible 
shifts that allow the employees to 
work around other responsibilities 
they might have. The Co-op also pro-
vides opportunities for employees to 
advance their position. Employees 
who demonstrate leadership abilities 

can move into a management posi-
tion within the local stores; or as part 
of the Co-operative Retailing System. 
Employees also have opportunities 
to further their careers with access to 
positions within the 500 Co-op loca-
tions in western Canada. 

Our Co-op is a key community part-
ner and clearly demonstrates the Co-
op core values of social responsibility 
and caring for others. We work close-
ly with many community groups to 
provide support for local events and 
fund raising efforts through donating 
items such as food and merchandise 
as well as our staff, management and 
directors’ time. This support helps lo-
cal community groups achieve their 
goals which enhance our community 
through their projects. Over the last 
three years, we have donated close to 
a quarter of a million dollars to these 
initiatives. 

One example of this is our Co-op 
has been providing fresh fruit to the 
Arborg Early Middle School for many 
years. This program directly supports 
the children in our community by 
providing access to fresh fruit. Efforts 
such as this make our Co-op more 
than just a local business.

Our sense of community ownership 
is a key element to how we treat our 
customers. Our Co-op offers more 
then what is just on our shelves. 
Our members can go to any depart-
ment and ask for a specifi c product 
and we will stock it for them. Each 
department is also responsive to our 
members to help support their needs. 
When members call to order items, 
our employees in our food and bulk 
petroleum department will ensure 
that they have their order in full and 
on time. This level of personal service 
ensures that our members can de-
pend on us for the items they need, 
when they need them. 

According to Brandon University’s 
Rural Development Institute, there 
are three things that every communi-
ty needs to remain viable. These three 
things are a grocery store, gas station 
and hardware store. Our Interlake 
Co-op provides these essential servic-
es to the communities and surround-
ing area. Of course, the consumer 

could choose to travel to a large urban 
centre where large big box stores such 
as Walmart and Costco provide these 
services, but they would not be able to 
provide the same hometown experi-
ence that we provide. As well, none of 
these big box stores return one cent of 
their profi ts or provide any communi-
ty support back to Arborg, Eriksdale 
and the surrounding areas. 

I know that our members want the 
customer experience that we are able 
to provide at competitive prices. More 
than that, we provide the pride of 
knowing that members own the Co-
op, and by shopping local, every pur-
chase keeps money and jobs within 
the community ensuring the commu-

nities are viable for the future.
Last year, based on 2016’s member 

purchases, we paid $252,702 in cash as 
a general repayment to our member-
ship. As well, 2017’s fi scal year cash 
repayment will be $280,138, which 
will once again be paid out in October 
during Co-op week. 

Interlake Co-op is an anchor for Ar-
borg and Eriksdale and is very proud 
to be serving these communities and 
all the surrounding areas. With our 
members’ continued support, your 
board of directors is very committed 
to ensuring Interlake Co-op remains 
a vital part of our communities for 
years to come.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED 
Director Service Award (12 years), 
Brian Fjeldsted, left.

Director Service Award (12 years) 
Reg Perry, left.

Years of Service Awards, left to right, Charlotte (5 years), Ben (10 years), 
Rose (15 years), Debbie (15 years), Andrea (20 years); back row: director 
Reg Perry. Missing from the photo is Anthony (5 years).

Narrows Sunset 
Lodge Inc.

formerly known as 
Narrows West Lodge

NOW OPEN 
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 

AND MANAGEMENT
Offering Store, Dining, Rooms for Rent, 

Lounge, Beer and Liquor Sales.

#1 Highway 68 Oakview Mb R0C 2K0

Phone 204-768-2749

Time running out for Lundar and Grahamdale Green Team applications
Staff

The deadline for summer jobs with 
the Manitoba Hometown Green Team 
in Lundar and Grahamdale is coming 
up fast. 

The Green Team is responsible for 
cutting grass and general landscaping 
in and around the communities. The 
job is open to any students between 

15 and 29 years who are returning 
to school in the fall. These positions 
provide work experience for students 
and a reference for future jobs from 
municipal administration while being 
part of a team. 

Most municipalities in the Interlake 
have their own Green Team members, 
which are funded through grants 

from the province. 
Those interested in applying for the 

Green Team can do so by submitting 
their resume to the RM of Coldwell 
offi ce at 35 Main St. Lundar on or be-
fore June 4 or at the RM of Graham-
dale offi ce in Moosehorn at 23 Gov-
ernment Rd. on or before June 12. 
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

AVENGERS:
INFINITY WAR

Violence; Frightening Scenes

FRI TO THURS JUNE 8-14
CLOSED TUESDAY

at 8:00 pm each night

PG

DEADPOOL
2

Adult Accompaniment Under 14;
Brutal Violence; Gory Scenes; Coarse Language

FRI TO THURS JUNE 1-7
CLOSED TUESDAY

at 8:00 pm each night

14A

Take care of details so they 
don’t have to. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

18061MM4 
18061MM2UNRESERVED ONLINE AUCTION:

S. WILSON CONSTRUCTION
COMPLETE DISPERSAL 2 DAY SALE

ONLINE BIDDING ENDS JUNE 11 & 12
Visit Our Website For Photos & Details.

www.McDougallAuction.com
RILEY (306)541-9238 1-800-263-4193

Choose the Alternative – McDougall Auctioneers!
McDougall Auctioneers Ltd. Provincial License Number 319916.

‘Millions’ of zebra mussels could not be found in Winnipeg Beach
 By Patricia Barrett

The Town of Winnipeg Beach may 
have unwittingly served as a stand-in 
for another community after a zebra 
mussel story by a city-based media 
outlet sent people in search of “mil-
lions” of mussels that couldn’t be 
found.

Winnipeg Beach Mayor Tony Pimen-
tel said the town’s beaches have not 
been inundated by millions of mus-
sels and was surprised by the dramat-
ic photos and footage accompanying 
an interview Global News did with 
him last week.

“I went with the reporter from 
Global News and we walked up and 
down the beach, and there was no 
such thing. There were small clusters 
of mussels, but not like that,” said Pi-
mentel by phone, a day after the sto-
ry was posted online. “I don’t know 
where the heck they got [those pic-
tures]. To me, that’s more like the oth-
er side of the lake. Somebody’s prob-
ably got their Winnipeg Beach and 
their Grand Beach or Victoria Beach 
mixed up.”

In Global’s story, a photo with the 
cutline Winnipeg Beach showed a 
huge expanse of beach covered by 
zebra mussels, but Pimentel made 
no comment about that. He was only 
quoted as saying he was thankful the 
mussels hadn’t completely taken over 
parts of the community’s main beach.

“Believe me, if there were millions of 
them like they showed in that video,” 
said the mayor, “we would have been 
the fi rst ones to tell people there was 
a problem on the beach.”

Pimentel said he contacted provin-
cial park staff, who told him they had 
not had “one call” about a mussel in-
festation on town beaches. People us-
ing the marina told him they hadn’t 
seen the massive piles of mussels ei-
ther.

“I’ve even spoken to a fi sherman to-
day at the gas station,” said Pimentel, 
“and he said, ‘I don’t know where they 
got those pictures because I haven’t 
seen that at all.’”

Former NDP MLA Clif Evans, the 
fi rst provincial politician to raise con-
cern about zebra mussels in the leg-

islature in 1990 after reports surfaced 
of the invasive species in the Great 
Lakes, said he saw the Global News 
story and wanted to see for himself 
the millions of mussels in Winnipeg 
Beach. 

The only problem was he couldn’t 
fi nd them. Evans said he walked along 
the beach near the marina and up to 
the main beach — the problem area 
identifi ed in the story.

“I saw nothing substantial whatso-
ever,” said Evans. “I saw a few piles, 
one about three feet wide by 10 feet 
long and perhaps not even a quarter 
of an inch high, and I walked pretty 
well the whole beach. I couldn’t say 
where the alleged millions of mussels 
were.”

If there had been masses in Winni-
peg Beach, Evans said it would have 
raised a huge fl ag. And he stressed 
the importance of people cleaning 
their boats, canoes and other water-
craft before transporting them to oth-
er water bodies.

In Gimli, long lines and small clus-
ters of zebra mussels littered the 
shoreline in the vicinity of Loni Beach 
on the Victoria Day weekend, but none 
were found on Gimli’s main beach.

But along the shoreline of the Lake 
Forest residential development, just 
north of Camp Morton, Gimli Mayor 
Randy Woroniuk said he found “piles 
and piles” of mussels. 

“It’s important to remember the 
water is clearer now because zebra 
mussels fi lter it. And because the 
water is clearer, the possibility of the 
development of blue-green algae has 

increased,” said Woroniuk. “If this hot 
weather continues, we’ll see more al-
gae blooms than we’ve seen in a long 
time. It’s hard to predict because we 
don’t know what the rest of the sum-
mer will be like, but algae loves warm 
water.”

Gimli’s outdoor pool, slated to open 
this summer, will serve as an alterna-
tive for people who don’t want to risk 
cutting their feet on the sharp mus-
sels, he said.

As far as the future of the mussel in-
festation in Lake Winnipeg, there’s no 
good news. Woroniuk said a research 
scientist from the Great Lake told him 

that the only thing that can be done is 
to “invest in water shoes.”

Clumps of mussels were found 
on a sandbar along Loni Beach in 
Gimli.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Long lines of zebra mussels litter the shoreline north of Gimli’s main 
beach.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY CLIF EVANS
Winnipeg Beach had some mussels wash up along the shore.
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Manitoba teachers rally to demand stable funding for public schools
Submitted by Manitoba Teachers Society

About 1,000 Manitoba teachers and 
pro-education supporters packed the 
grounds in front of the Manitoba leg-
islature this past Monday demanding 
stable funding for Manitoba public 
schools. 

“Public education in this province 
is under attack by our own provincial 
government,” said Manitoba Teachers’ 
Society president Norm Gould. “We 
are calling on them to ensure funding 
is both adequate and stable so we can 
provide the high quality of education 
our children deserve.”

Gould said the government’s Feb. 8 
funding announcement left an enor-
mous funding shortfall. “More than 
half of our school divisions are now 
receiving less than last year — and 
last year was no better.”

Canadian Teachers’ Federation 
(CTF) president Mark Ramsankar 
said Manitoba children deserve the 
best educational opportunities. “This 
government needs to explain to the 
parents of this province why they are 
choosing not to invest in their chil-
dren and their futures.”

Tammy Tutkaluk, a teacher at Riv-
erheights School in Brandon, said 
students have an array of conditions 
ranging from anxiety, separation and 
authority issues to speech delays. She 
called on government “not to balance 
a defi cit on the backs of our most 
vulnerable and most needy citizens. 
School is the only place where many 
students will get these services.” 

Michelle Jean-Paul, principal at 
James Nisbet Community School, 
says she’s seen an increase in the 
needs of students over the past 10 
years. “I believe in the right of all chil-
dren to an education — not just a ba-
sic education but one that will allow 
them to negotiate their world with 
competence and confi dence.”

Gould said the turnout at Monday’s 
rally shows the extent to which teach-
ers, parents and other public educa-
tion supporters are concerned about 
the direction this government is tak-
ing.

Backgrounder

• While 16 school divisions will 
see more money this year, 21 will re-
ceive less, with the net effect of re-
duced funding per Manitoba student. 
What the government touted as a 0.5 
per cent spending increase this year 
actually amounts to a 1.5 per cent cut 
once a 2.0 per cent rate of infl ation is 
factored in — and the cut is closer to 
2.5 per cent when enrolment growth 
is considered. It’s becoming a pat-
tern; last year’s funding, too, failed to 
match the rate of infl ation.

• In his announcement on Feb. 
8, Education Minister Ian Wishart 
said the government continued “to 
provide signifi cant funding to give 
students the best education possible.” 
If the best education possible is one 
that falls short, then yes indeed, the 
government has provided signifi cant 
funding.

• On the subject of size, Mani-
toba has experienced the fastest 
population growth among Canadian 
provinces over the past three years. 
The increase is fueled to a large extent 
by immigration. Our birthrate, too, is 
on the rise. Manitoba recorded 17,806 
births in 2017 — the highest since 
1972. You don’t need to be a math 
teacher to appreciate that an infl ux of 
new families plus a higher birth rate 
equals more students in school, with 
obvious implications for class size.

• Approximately one in 10 stu-
dents in Manitoba require English as 
an Additional Language (EAL) sup-
port. Beautiful Plains School Division 
is home to the highest number, where 

25 per cent of students are EAL sup-
ported. In Winnipeg, Pembina Trails 
takes the lead with just over 18 per 
cent.

• Even in a climate of fi scal 
austerity, this year’s report from the 
Council of Ministers of Education 
Canada, released in April and based 
on results from 2016, indicates Mani-
toba students’ test scores are gradual-
ly improving. Appropriate education 
funding was integral to the achieve-
ment of those results.  It is this kind 
of stable, consistent investment that 
permits teachers to support individu-
al students in classrooms of growing 
size and complexity.

• The removal of the class-size 
cap in grades K-3 means less one-
on-one time with students who need 
it most. This program was cancelled 
before it was out of the fi ve-year pilot 
stage.

• Key positions have been elim-
inated at the Bureau de l’éducation 
française (BEF) responsible for the 
development of French language cur-
riculum.

• According to the Canadian 
Mental Health Association, up to one 
in fi ve students are affected by crip-
pling challenges that include anxi-
ety, depression, eating disorders and 
more.

• Special needs funding, too, is 
a signifi cant concern and has contin-
ued to fall from its high water mark in 
2010. Support for these young people 
remains woefully inadequate, and the 
envelope continues to shrink even as 
enrolment increases.

• This is today’s complex class-
room. This is where our government 
hopes to provide “the best education 
possible” on “increases” below the 
rate of infl ation. We cannot allow edu-
cation funding to wither away.
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It is time to set the record straight 
when it comes to the way we fund 
public school education in Mani-
toba.

Simply put, the idea that we are 
cutting spending on education is a 
myth.

In Budget 2018-19, the province 
increased funding to public school 
divisions by $6.6 million to a total 
of $1.323 billion. We also commit-
ted $200 million to build seven new 
schools in Manitoba over the next 
two years, the most ever in such a 
short period, as well as to repair, 
maintain and upgrade dozens of 
existing schools. Our goal since Day 
1 has been to catch up with the need 
for new schools and deliver quality 
new learning environments for stu-
dents and educators.  

Keep in mind, school divisions 
hold the pen on budgets and the 

province expects their decisions 
will best suit students’ needs. They 
decide which areas and programs 
to fund. This year, we specifi cally 
instructed school divisions to trim 
at the top and protect frontline ser-
vices. We announced a 15 per cent 
reduction to administration cost 
caps, as admin costs have increased 
by $5.6 million (nine per cent) in the 
past two years. 

We want education money spent 
on students in the classrooms, not 
administration in the backrooms.

We have committed to fully review 
the kindergarten to Grade 12 edu-
cation system in 2019, where we will 
consult Manitobans and include 
the funding system, role of school 
boards and taxation powers. 

But let’s be realistic. Achieving 
better grades is about a lot more 
than just putting more money in the 

education system. If it were, we’d 
have the second-highest perform-
ing education system in the country. 
We don’t.

The most recent Statistics Canada 
data from 2014-15 shows on a cost-
per-pupil basis, Manitoba spent 
the second highest among prov-
inces at $12,885, next to Quebec at 
$13,593. Per-student funding for 
public schools has increased by 24.5 
per cent over the past decade. Yet 
national tests administered in 2016 
found Manitoba students ranked 
below many other provinces in 
math, science and reading.

We need to do better. We need to 
change our approach to public edu-
cation. We are fi nalizing a literacy 
and numeracy strategy, which in-
corporates valuable feedback from 
consulting with Manitobans and 
looks to better prepare students for 
lifelong learning from cradle to ca-
reer.

We look forward to continuing our 
dialogue with the Manitoba Teach-

ers’ Society, school boards and par-
ents on a variety of topics regarding 
our education system and educa-
tors. Teachers play an immense role 
and their perspectives are impor-
tant. We all share the same goal of 
a brighter future for Manitoba stu-
dents.

Sincerely, 
Ian Wishart

Minister of Education 
and Training 

Ian Wishart

We need to do better when it comes to 
educating our children

letters to the editor Letters to the Editor: 
letters@expressweeklynews.ca  

Dear Editor,
Manitoba Community Newspaper 

Association (MCNA) member Ken 
Waddell recently pointed out how 
the party allegiance and whip sys-
tem creates barriers and constraints 
to individual MLAs representing 
the varied needs of their constitu-
ents.  Earlier, he also pointed out 
that a lack of consultation also im-
pedes the development of good leg-
islation.  For example, in creating 
Bill 19, the MCNA was left out. Mu-
nicipal Affairs Minister Jeff Whar-
ton admitted that ONLY the live-
stock and aggregate industries and 
the Association of Manitoba Munic-
ipalities leadership were consulted 
prior to Bill 19 being drafted.

Despite considerable valid oppo-
sition from the newspaper sector, 
the planner’s association, a reeve, 

and the public at the legislative 
committee hearings as well as over 
17,300 petitioners to date, emails, 
phone calls and other protestations, 
Cabinet continues to force Bill 19 
through the legislature to ensure 
it passes.  Backbencher MLAs will 
have to tow the line or face reper-
cussions.

Minister Wharton sells Bill 19 as 
a way to give municipalities a “fair 
say.” Does he really think that mu-
nicipal councillors are that stupid? 
That they can be so easily seduced 
into giving up their autonomy and 
control over where hog factories 
and large livestock operations can 
or cannot be built by eliminating 
the now mandatory conditional 
use process for livestock operations 
from development plans and zoning 
by-laws?  Does he think that forcing 

municipalities to review their plans 
and zoning by-laws will foster posi-
tive relations between councilors 
and the people they represent?

In effect, municipalities that suc-
cumb to the Province’s wishes will 
be “whipped.” Such current and 
future councils will be forced to ac-
cept Provincial decisions on where 
the livestock industry can expand.  
Both municipalities and the public 
will have no say, never mind a “fair 
say.”

Surely, councillors are more intel-
ligent than that.  Surely, they will 
understand the trap that has been 
set for them and their constitu-
ents.  Surely, they will be able to see 
through the ruse of Bill 19 and con-
clude that to follow the provincial 
Cabinet’s agenda they will be put-
ting themselves and rural people 
at risk.  Will councilors who live in 
the rural agriculture zone want to 
risk waking up one morning to fi nd 

a hog factory or large feedlot being 
built next door and have no say?

Waddell’s alarm about how the 
public’s voice can, and is now being, 
ignored by the Provincial govern-
ment should be heeded.  As jour-
nalism student Will Reimer told 
the legislative committee, “changes 
like this, once passed, are very dif-
fi cult to repeal.  As someone who 
has studied history, I understand 
that the privileges of living in a free 
and democratic society are rarely 
taken away all at once.  Rather, they 
are chipped away by pieces of legis-
lation such as section 25,” of Bill 19 
that gives municipalities the ability 
to choose not to publish notices of 
public hearings in newspapers.

If councillors allow themselves to 
be seduced into giving away control 
over industrial livestock expansion 
and erode democracy, what’s next?

Ruth Pryzner
Alexander,

Will municipalities be “whipped”?

The Express welcomes letters from readers on local and regional issues and concerns.
Please keep your letters short (excessively long letters are unlikely to be published), 

on topic and respectful. 
The Express reserves the right to edit, condense or reject any submission.
Please include your full name, address and phone number for verifi cation purposes. 

Your name and city will be published with your letter. We do not print anonymous letters.
Please send your letters to us by email at news@expressweeklynews.ca 
or mail to: Express Weekly News Box 39 Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0.

Letter policy
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Lundar sheep farm presents expansion plan to council
By Jeff Ward

Canada Sheep and Lamb presented 
a plan to expand their operation near-
ly six-fold to the RM of Coldwell a few 
weeks ago and now awaits council’s 
approval for a development permit. 

The meeting was well attended, ac-
cording to CAO Nicole Christensen, 
who said the turnout was one of the 
highest she’s ever seen, with more 
than 20 residents taking in the public 
hearing. Canada Sheep and Lamb op-
erates a farm six kilometres south of 
Lundar and is looking at a major ex-
pansion. Their plan is to expand their 

animal confi nement facility using an 
existing quarter of land from 5,000 to 
30,000 ewes, 63 to 375 rams and 2,385 
to 17,091 lambs. The increase in ani-
mal population is six times and will 
require water consumption of 129,906 
gallons per day from their existing 
well. 

Christensen said that council heard 
from both the province’s technical re-
view committee and Canada Sheep 
and Lamb before fi elding questions 
from the public. She said that many 
who attended the meeting were in 
favour of the expansion but had con-

cerns. 
“What was council’s plan to deal 

with the roads,” said Christensen, re-
calling one of the more critical ques-
tions asked by residents. 

“We’ve already had to face repairs 
on our roads due to the sheep farm, 
so what was the plan going forward if 
they are expanding?” 

Another question asked about intro-
ducing a neutral monitor to make sure 
that Canada Sheep and Lamb doesn’t 
go over the number of animals their 
expansion plan calls for. Christensen 
said it is up to council to make sure 

that that doesn’t happen. 
Christensen said council did not 

make a decision during the meeting 
to approve the plan and did not voice 
an opinion either for or against the 
plan. 

West Interlake Planning Board of-
fi ce administrator Cherie Millar ex-
plained that there is no timeline on 
when council has to make a decision. 
If council approves the expansion, 
Canada Sheep and Lamb will have to 
apply for a development permit. 

Canada Sheep and Lamb did not re-
spond to a request for interview. 

Fishing and working with friends
Welcome, fi shers. 
Early last week I pulled my car up to 

the bow of one of the towering white-
fi sh boats in the Gimli harbour park-
ing lot. Owners and friends were busy 
getting them ready to be put in the 
water for summer. I paced quickly by 
one of the boats, catching a glimpse 
of folks kneeling or laying under the 
boat painting its underside. One chap, 
Clayton Reykdal, who happens to be 
a cousin of mine, was rolling paint on 
the boat’s bottom. 

“Don’t miss a spot,” I joked as I 
passed him while making for the pier.

I called out to angler after angler, 
kidding back and forth as I walked by 
and asking if they caught anything. 

I was stopped in my tracks when 
one lady piped up saying, “No, but I 
caught a guy once!” 

She went on,” I’m Susan Swaikoski 
and the bushy grey-haired guy is my 
husband, Tim, and beside him is our 
daughter Samantha.” 

“So the guy you caught wasn’t your 
husband?” I joked. 

Susan, a pleasing lady in features 
and manner, shook her head, smiling 
and explained. She was shore fi shing 
on the Red and, after casting out, she 
felt a tug. She hauled up on her rod 
and felt the tug again.  Tim, beside her 
said, “Sue, look at that guy way out in 
the water with hip waders. Every time 
you haul up on your rod, he fl inches.”

Only then did she realize she had 
hooked the guy but he was too shy 
to yell out. Embarrassed, she shouted 
“Sorry!” as he freed his hip waders of 

her hook. 
Every once in a while, I have the hap-

py pleasure of running into an angler 
who is full of fi shing stories and loves 
to pass them along, without end. Rod 
Dzlba of Winnipeg was such a guy 
who I met fi shing on the Red River by 
Selkirk. He and his wife Myra were 
getting ready to start fi shing. Rod’s 
large hands fl itted about getting his 
line dangling straight as he spoke in a 
muffl ed, rapid manner. Though big in 
frame, he had pleasant defi ned facial 
features that were emphasized by a 
dark thin moustache and goatee. Tiny, 
thin Myra, with short dark hair, was 
quiet except for occasional comments 
as Rod gave us his stories. 

Last summer, our new friends were 
fi shing off the village dock at Hecla. 
There were many anglers on either 
side of Rod and Myra, and the scuttle-
butt up and down the line was that no 
one was catching any fi sh because of 
the choppy water, the bracing wind 
and cold, cloudy day. Rod and Myra, 
having just got there, said nothing 
because both of them almost immedi-
ately caught pickerels and now their 
rods were quivering again. Agitated 
grunts abounded from their angling 
neighbours. Then Rod heard a father 
nearby say to his son, “Walk over there 
and see what they’re using.” 

Rod winked at Myra, and as the boy 
cautiously approached, he held up 
a frog-shaped lure. The boy turned 
and ran to his dad. The day wore on. 
Unlucky anglers came and went, and 
those who remained watched envi-

ously as Rod and Myra fi nally strode 
from the dock, each with their lim-
its on strings. They had been using 
“crank bait-little perch” and that day 
it worked like a charm. 

“Oh and here’s another one,” Rod 
continued as he cast out his line. He 
and Myra were fi shing off the Lac du 
Bonnet pier a few years ago and Rod, 
looking down into the clear water, 
was shocked to see a gigantic jack-
fi sh lazily “roll” out from beside the 
pier and take his hook. Myra grabbed 
their large net and came along side 
her partner to net the monster. Their 
net was wide, but the jack’s head was 
wider or so it seemed. Just as she 
would get its massive head part way 
in the net, it would “gator roll” away. 
On the fourth try, the fi sh seemingly 
lost patience with the little game and 

viciously jackknifed, snapping the 
line, and disappeared with the lure. 
Rod was not pleased. That lure was 
brand new and very expensive. 

I have great admiration for the St. 
Clements municipal administration 
for their attempts to accommodate 
anglers at the Balsam Bay harbour. 
On Saturday, I stood on their new pier 
watching anglers on the rock water 
break when a guy approached me.  He 
said he was Adam Aranzo from To-
ronto, here for a short time for work, 
and the folks still up on the rocks had 
kindly given him a rod so he could 
spend a little time fi shing with them. 
When they saw us talking, they gath-
ered their gear and came to join us. 
As my picture shows, these outgoing 
good sports caught a nice mess of fi sh. 

So long for now, my friends. 

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Pictured left to right: Erlinda Delazcruz, Randy Mrasigan and Arnel 
Elloso, who loaned Adam Aranzo (far right) a rod so he could fi sh with 
them at Balsam Bay.

getfi shingfi shingtt RED RIVER  >  CHALET BEACH >  LAKE WINNIPEG

 >  ARNIE WEIDL
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Mayor not pleased about unauthorized removal of ravens’ nest
By Patricia Barrett

Gimli Mayor Randy Woroniuk said 
he was not pleased about the remov-
al of a ravens’ nest that’s been a fi x-
ture on the steeple of the Unitarian 
Church/A-Spire Theatre building for 
years.

Using an RM-owned bucket truck, 
a town employee knocked down the 
nest last Thursday and people took to 
social media to express their dismay.

The mayor said the employee had 
been using the boom to install fl ags 
on light standards and unilaterally 
decided to remove the nest, which was 
wedged between one of the church’s 
spires and the roof’s cedar shakes.

“We didn’t know he was going to do 
this. This was all on his own volition,” 
said Woroniuk last Friday. “There’s a 
lot of things wrong with this: he went 
on private land without permission 
and he removed the nest without au-
thorization. But he probably didn’t 
know that ravens’ nests are protect-
ed under the Manitoba Wildlife Act, 
even though ignorance is no excuse 
for breaking the law.”

On behalf of council and adminis-
trative staff, the mayor issued an apol-
ogy on RM letterhead to the church’s 
owners, adding that the nest’s remov-
al was done without their knowledge.

“The employee involved indicated 
that the nest was removed [with] the 
best of intentions,” he wrote. “It was 
[his] belief that removing the nest 
would prevent possible deterioration 
of the roof and resolve a number of 
complaints of the ravens removing 
garbage from downtown garbage bins 
resulting in refuse being spread in the 
area.”

Woroniuk, who is a retired conser-
vation offi cer, is familiar with provi-
sions of the Wildlife Act, which states 
that no person shall wilfully destroy 

the nest or eggs of any game bird or 
any bird listed in Schedule A (which 
includes the common raven) unless 
authorized by a permit.

“If he would have come to me and 
said he wanted that nest removed, I 
would have said, ‘No,’” said Woroni-
uk. “That would be up to the property 
owners of the church. I would not have 
directed any of my staff to do that.”

Ravens start courting in February 
and make their nests in March, said 
the mayor. And by May, the young 
— like the young of great horned 
owls — have fl edged (developed wing 
feathers) and left the nest. The vast 
majority of people, however, mistak-
enly believe that when they see a ra-
vens’ nest at this time of year, there 
are still eggs or young in it. 

Area resident Tammy Axelsson pho-
tographed the raven family on a tree 
stump at ground level two weeks ago, 
as well as sitting on the edge of the 
nest and the spires of the church.

Woroniuk said the ravens will con-
tinue to perch on the building because 
“they have a good visual and they can 
see the garbage bins. But they don’t 
go back to the nest — it’s not a house 
anymore.”

According to McGill University’s 
Urban Nature Information Service, 
ravens lay between four and six eggs, 
which hatch in late March or early 
April. The young fl edge at about one 
month of age. Ravens normally nest 
on cliffs or in trees but are known 
to build on hydro poles and satellite 
dishes. Some nesting sites are used 
for 100 years or more by new genera-
tions. 

“Like eagles, osprey and certain owl 
species, ravens will return to the same 
nest over and over again,” said the 
mayor. “That’s why that nest was so 
tall because every year they add more 

sticks and other material to it.”
The nest had been removed on a few 

occasions several years ago, but the 
ravens rebuilt, said Woroniuk. And he 
had once rescued a baby raven that 
had fallen from the nest and took it 
out to the country — with the parents 
in hot pursuit. “What choice do you 
have? I’m not going to climb up there 
or leave it for a cat or a dog.”

On a local Facebook group, which 
received over 300 comments about 
the ravens, Alina Moore said she was 
“very upset” to hear about the remov-
al of the nest. 

“It’s been there for at least 10 years 
and I’ve seen the young ravens hang-
ing around the middle school yard 
this year already,” she wrote.

The church’s minister, Stefan Jonas-
son, also commented, saying both Ice-
landers and Indigenous peoples hold 
ravens in high regard.

“I share other people’s sadness at 
the removal of the nest, concern for 
its inhabitants and disappointment at 

the breach of proper protocol,” wrote 
Jonasson. “However, it is still impor-
tant for us to respect our elected of-
fi cials and to give them the time they 
need to do their best to rectify the sit-
uation. I would like to believe that the 
municipal employee who removed 
the nest made a mistake. Mistakes are 
forgivable.”

The mayor said he hadn’t been ap-
prised of complaints regarding the 
ravens picking through trash but will 
be looking into it. The solution may lie 
in installing garbage bins with secure 
lids.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
In mid-March, a raven parent 
perched above its nest on the 
Unitarian Church/A-Spire Theatre 
building.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY TAMMY AXELSSON 
The fully fl edged young (with the 
shaggy plumage) and a parent 
were spotted on a tree stump 
May 16.

while balancing the priorities of pub-
lic safety, ethical treatment of animals 
and conservation, Squires said, add-
ing the proposed legislation was pre-
pared after extensive consultations 
with Indigenous communities and 
representatives, various rural mu-
nicipalities, agricultural producers, 
and wildlife groups and organizations 
representing hunters and outfi tters.

Manitoba Metis Federation presi-
dent David Chartrand said the pro-
posed legislation violates the existing 
ban by the MMF for its members on 
night hunting anywhere in Manitoba 
south of The Pas and was presented 
without proper consultation of Indig-
enous leaders.

“They abandoned an opportunity 

that was existing for them to sit down 
with Indigenous governments so we 
could properly consult the citizens we 
represent and make it very clear we’re 
all working on the same agenda,” 
said Chartrand. “What their mandate 
should be is getting people to work 
together, not fi ght each other.”

Chartrand said the MMF is con-
cerned about the contradictions be-
tween its own ban on night hunting in 
southern Manitoba and the new bill 
presented by the province.

“From my perspective, there’s al-
ready a law that’s been set on that 
issue,” said Chartrand. “Our law will 
stand, and if we have to, we’ll stand 
against either the province or any-
body that wants to break our law.”

Chartrand said the MMF is open to 
consultations with the province, but  
he thinks the issue will likely go to 
court.

“Litigation is going to come out of 
this. And it didn’t have to be that way,” 
said Chartrand. “I am hoping there’s 
still a way to salvage this. I don’t know 
how, but hopefully there’s a way.”

Ralph Eichler, PC MLA for Lakeside, 
said there have been several recent 
reports of spotlight hunting in the 
area leading up to the presentation 
of the new bill, including one north of 
Stonewall, one near Woodlands and 
two north of Teulon.

“We want to make sure that pub-
lic safety is fi rst and foremost,” said 
Eichler. “That’s our No. 1 priority.”

Eichler said Indigenous communi-
ties have been involved in the consul-

tation process for the proposed legis-
lation and that this relationship will 
be ongoing.

“It’s all about listening to make sure 
that we do get it right,” said Eichler. 
“We want to make sure that every-
one’s well informed so that they do 
feel safe.”

The consultation process will also 
consider sustainable hunting practic-
es and the well-being of wildlife, said 
Eichler.

“We hope that we have that open 
conversation to ensure that there’s 
wildlife for the next generation as 
well,” he said.

Last year, there were 23 charges for 
night hunting and two for dangerous 
hunting in Manitoba.

 >  WILDLIFE, FROM PG. 3
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Evergreen continues to support Indigenous education initiatives
By Patricia Barrett

The Evergreen School Division’s 
Aboriginal education initiatives have 
been raising awareness of Canadian 
Indigenous culture and history, and 
will continue to focus on reconcilia-
tion efforts over the course of the next 
four years, in keeping with a fi ve-year 
plan.

Aboriginal co-ordinator Penny Ross 
updated the division’s board of trust-
ees on priority areas she’s been focus-
ing on since 2017.

“Now what we’re doing is specifi -
cally looking at the seven teachings, 
treaty relations, blanket exercises, 
truth and reconciliation and residen-
tial schools because those are our key 
areas,” said Ross during the board’s 
regular meeting May 2. “We hope by 
2021, 90 per cent of our students will 
have gotten these areas.”

Aboriginal content is taught in all 
the division’s schools. As part of its 
2013-2106 Education Plan, the division 
supported the EAGLE initiative (Ever-
green Aboriginal Group of Leaders in 
Education), which explores a number 
of topics and offers both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal students oppor-
tunities to learn about and appreciate 
Indigenous culture. The EAGLE pro-
gram is also being funded in the divi-
sion’s 2018-2019 budget. 

Part of curriculum deals with trea-
ties, something the Treaty Relations 

Commission of Manitoba promotes. 
Ross said TRCM’s mandate is to have 
all Manitoba students demonstrating 
knowledge of the topics, concepts, 
treaties and treaty relationships by 
the end of Grade 12.

The TRCM is a neutral body cre-
ated through a partnership between 
the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
and Canada (the government) with a 
mandate to strengthen, rebuild and 
enhance the treaty relationships and 
mutual respect between First Nations 
and Manitobans.

Treaties, which were signed in both 
the pre- and post-Confederation eras, 
are essentially agreements that spell 

out the rights, responsibilities and 
relationships between First Nations 
and the provincial and federal gov-
ernments, according to TRCM’s web-
site. First Nations have certain entitle-
ments that fl ow from the treaties such 
as, but not limited to, annuities, land 
and continued traditional livelihood. 

The treaties cover Manitoba, north-
ern Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
north-eastern British Columbia and 

the Northwest Territories.
The Crown wanted to establish a re-

lationship with Indigenous peoples 
because it desired access to the land 
for settlers and for the [natural and 
mineral] resources of western and 
northern Canada, says the TRCM. 
First Nations had different reasons 
for wanting a treaty relationship with 
the Crown. For some, disease and 
decline of the buffalo and fur trades 
were affecting their livelihoods. “First 
Nations saw the treaties as a bridge 
to the future and a way to provide for 
their future generations.”

According to the Supreme Court of 
Canada, written treaties did not al-
ways refl ect prior oral agreements, 
and the chiefs who signed them may 
not have fully understood what they 
were signing or had been led to be-
lieve certain rights would be fully 
protected. The court said the treaties 
must be considered in a broader con-
text.

Teaching ESD students about trea-
ties has prompted them to question 
the relationship between the govern-
ment and First Nations, said Ross. 
During one class with grades 5 and 
6 students, she showed them a trea-
ty medal — hardware presented to 
chiefs upon the signing of a treaty — 
depicting a government offi cial shak-
ing hands with a chief on one side, ac-
companied by the words, “For as long 
as the sun shines, the grass grows and 
rivers fl ow,” and Queen Victoria on the 
other side.

Ross said she talks about how “treaty 
is forever — grass grows, water fl ows 
and the sun shines forever. But our 

 COURTESY OF TREATY RELATIONS COMMISSION OF MANITOBA
Numbered Treaty Map of Manitoba.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
ESD’s Aboriginal Coordinator Pen-
ny Ross.
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For details, visit bellmts.ca/storelocator

Say “hello” to your 
new Bell MTS store.
This June 2nd, celebrate the grand opening of our 

Bell MTS store in Gimli. And with Bell MTS, you can 

look forward to:

• Access to Canada’s best national network1

• Worry-free surfi ng with unlimited Internet usage2

• The best satellite TV service in Canada

(1) Based on a third party score (Global Wireless Solutions OneScore™) calculated using wireless network testing in Canada against other national wireless networks of combined data, voice, reliability and network coverage. (2) Service available in select areas. Conditions apply. The service is subject to our Internet Use Policy (bellmts.ca/internetusage) 
and our Fair Use Policy (bellmts.ca/fairuse) for details on our network management practices. Bell MTS is a trademark of Bell Canada.
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Summer WAVE of art returns to the Interlake
By Melissa McIvor

If you’ve ever wondered how artists 
design, paint, mould, sculpt, sew, fuse, 
etch, capture and create their craft, 
the 2018 Interlake WAVE Artists’ Stu-
dio Tour was made for you. 

The popular event returns on Satur-
day, June 9 and Sunday, June 10, when 
27 studio venues across the Interlake 
will have their doors open to show-
case local artists and the work that 
goes into creating their pieces.

Heather Dawson, a glassblower and 
chair of the Winnipeg Beach Art + 
Culture Co-op, said that this year’s 
WAVE features many returning art-
ists with new pieces and skills to dem-
onstrate.

“People are always coming up with 
a different style for different years,” 
Dawson said. “A couple of our art-
ists have started working in different 
mediums. One of our woodcarvers is 
now working with metal so she’s do-
ing some iron-working and bronze 
working. There’s always something 
that’s a little bit different.”

Painter and potter Suzanne Barrow 
will be one of the many artists dis-
playing her work during this year’s 
art tour.

Barrow is a member of the Manitoba 
Society of Artists, the Winnipeg Lo-
cal Colour Art Group, Selkirk Com-
munity Art Centre and the Assiniboia 
Group of Artists, and president of the 
Gimli Art Club and Gallery. 

“My work is varied, realistic works 
in oils, bold abstracts in acrylic and 
unique and colourful watercolours,” 
she explained via an email interview. 
“Every painting has a story and I love 

to talk and tell you about them. I’ve 
even been known to dabble in pottery.  
My pottery pieces are totally unique, 
one of a kind, and hand built.”

She describes her artwork as some-
thing based on the beauty and nature 
that surrounds her.

“A cloud moving by, the sound of 
water lapping at the shore,” she said. 
“Fluid motion, colours, texture, every-
thing that excites the senses.” 

Following a successful 33-year ca-
reer with MTS, Barrow now runs Bar-
row House Studio out of her home 
in Gimli, where she displays 20-plus 
years of artistry that has earned her 
the nickname “The Sky Lady.”

“I tend to paint every kind of sky, 
in just about any colour over land or 
water,” said Barrow. “When you walk 
through the doors into my world, the 
skies are there waiting for you. Land-
scapes on the prairies are really all 
about the skies and being from the 
prairies, well, you paint what you 
know, right?” she said. 

“The skies I paint tend to take on a 
life and awesomeness of their own. 
Sitting in the passenger seat during 
our drives in to Winnipeg and back 
out to Gimli for many years, I was 
always watching the clouds and the 
skies change. They are truly a wonder 
and I do get great pleasure trying to 
do them justice. A visitor to my stu-
dio once came through the door and 
said to me, ‘Is this the studio of The 
Sky Lady?’ and it was from that day 
forward I thought, ‘Well, yes, I guess 
I am “The Sky Lady.”’ What a great 
compliment and I work very hard to 
live up to it.”  

For Barrow, her 
art was also a 
saving grace dur-
ing a frightening 
period of her life. 

“In January 
2000, I was hand-
ed a diagnosis 
of cancer, which 
totally changed 
the way I looked 
at things,” she 
recalled. “I spent 
most of that year 
going through 
surgery and 
treatments, and 
my art took me 
to a different 
place and helped 
me forget about 
what I was go-
ing through.  My 
husband and my 
art kept me sane.

“Fast forward, 

it’s now 18 years later, living and 
painting still. What could be better?”

Barrow estimates she’s created over 
500 works of art, many of which she 
has gifted to friends and family or do-
nated to different charities and orga-
nizations. 

Barrow has been part of the WAVE 
art show since 2009, and this summer 
she and her art can be found at Venue 
#30, the Gimli Art Club Gallery. Tours 
of her home studio can also be made 
by appointment.

To plan your WAVE weekend, down-
load a map of venue locations at www.
watchthewave.ca. Paper copies are 
also available at many Interlake busi-
ness locations.

If WAVE leaves you wanting more, 
the Winnipeg Beach Art + Culture 
Co-op has also launched a new year-

round Adventures with Art program 
this year, which allows individuals 
to book customized events for them-
selves or a small group.

“If you want to have a paint night for 
a small group with your friends, you 
can contact our co-ordinator for the 
program and they’ll set it up directly 
with the artist,” explained Dawson. 
Small, customized studio tours are 
also available.

A show titled Light and Shadow is 
also coming to the New Iceland Heri-
tage Museum from Sept. 27 to Oct. 28 
and will feature live demonstrations 
and artist-run workshops. 

Additional information on all of 
the WAVE programs can be found at 
www.watchthewave.ca as it becomes 
available.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
“The Sky Lady” Suzanne Barrow in her Gimli home studio.

‘Western Sky,’ a 36” x 44” painting by Barrow.



*Weight with powerhead only.   †Weight without battery.

$37995MSRP $459.95
with 16" bar

45.4 cc / 2.3 kW / 4.6 kg (10.1 lb)*

MS 250 
Gas Chain Saw

$49995MSRP $569.95
with 16" bar

50.2 cc / 2.6 kW / 5.6 kg (12.3 lb)*

MS 271
Gas Chain Saw

$64995MSRP $759.95
with 16" bar

50.2 cc / 3.0 kW / 4.9 kg (10.8 lb)*

MS 261 C-M
Gas Chain Saw

$39995MSRP $429.95 
with 12" bar

36 V Li-Ion 2.8 Ah / 2.5 kg (5.5 lb)†

MSA 120 C-BQ
Battery Chain Saw

PICK YOUR 
POWER

$19995MSRP $289.95
with 16" bar

30.1 cc / 1.3 kW / 3.9 kg (8.6 lb)*

MS 170 | Gas Chain Saw

$19995MSRP $229.95 
with 16" bar

120 V / 1.4 kW / 4.0 kg (8.8 lb)*

NEWNEW

MSE 141 C-Q | Electric Chain Saw

www.stihl.ca

STIHLCanada 

STIHL MOTOMIX® 
THE ULTIMATE PREMIXED FUEL!
AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT YOUR LOCAL STIHL DEALER.
Pricing on chain saws and blowers will remain in effect until June 30, 2018. Pricing on all other power tools and accessories will remain in effect 
until July 31, 2018 at participating STIHL Dealers, while supplies last.

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
Servicing the Interlake for 52 Years!

 This kit includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain - an $85 value! Hat may 

not be exactly as shown. While supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 150 C-E, MS 170, MS 171, MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 193 

C-E,  MS 211, MS 231, MS 241 C-M, MS 250, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, MS 291 C-BE, MS 311 and MS 391.
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360Z Zero Turn Mowers
Integrated Cargo Bed with 50-lb. capacity†
High Performance Engine • Foot-Operated Deck Lift
Heavy-Duty Mower Deck

SEE IT
TODAY

*50 lb. capacity, do not overload; do not carry passengers. 
Available on select models. See dealer for details.

170004D
www.snapper.com

#7 Hwy. Teulon 204-886-2084

Starting fromStarting from

$$34993499

Adding a pond to your property is an excellent 
way to embellish your outdoor space and give 
it personality. To incorporate a pond that har-
monizes with the rest of your landscaping, keep 
these tips in mind.  

Location
Determine the ideal spot for your pond. First 

of all, you’ll need to consider sunlight, because 
your water feature might house various living 
species (plants, fi sh, frogs, etc.) with different 
needs. Make sure that your pond will receive 
enough sunlight for fl ora and fauna to thrive. 
Furthermore, avoid placing your pond next to a 
tree, because its roots may eventually damage 

it. 
Size
After fi nding the perfect spot for 

your water feature, you’ll need to de-
termine its size and shape. To choose 
the appropriate size, consider how 
big your yard is. If it’s relatively small, 
a giant pond would only make it feel 
more cramped. The opposite is also 
true: a tiny pond might go unnoticed 
in a sprawling yard. 

Remember that your pond should 
complement your yard and that ev-
erything is a matter of balance. Pre-
formed models (made of fi breglass, 
resin or polyester, for example) in 
various sizes and shapes are avail-
able on the market; you’re sure to fi nd 

one that perfectly 
matches your 
yard. 

Finishing touch 
Once you’ve set 

up your pond, 
you’ll be able to 
highlight it with 
plants, a sculp-
ture, solar-pow-
ered lanterns, a 
rustic bench, or 
any ot her acces-
sories you’d like.

Embellish your yard with a pond

Do you long to admire your garden day and night? You 
can! Highlight your landscaping with strategically placed 
light fi xtures throughout your yard. Once lit, your plants, 
your pathways and even your pool will give your garden 
a magical feel after sundown.  

A well-integrated landscape lighting system will allow 
you to create the atmosphere you desire, whether you 
wish to relax in a peaceful oasis, entertain in an enchant-
ing atmosphere or impress your guests with the fanciest 
of backyards. 

A few tips
Lighting vertical surfaces such as tall trees or fences will 

make your yard seem bigger.
Combine function and form by lighting up your path-

ways, entrance and outdoor kitchen. Don’t overdo it, 
though: the goal is to be able to move around safely, not 
to see as if it were daylight. 

Spotlight on outdoor lighting

Asphalt Paving
for Commercial or 
Residential Properties

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

SPRING SPECIAL 
5% to 10% Off

Residential properties 
ONLY if booked before June 1st

EDDIE’S GRAVEL SUPPLY LTD

102086 HWY #9, Winnipeg Beach, MB
Serving Manitoba for Over 70 Years!

&&
Home

Highlight your 
favourite landscape 

elements with 
outdoor lighting. 

Finally, shine the spotlight 
on the main features of 
your landscaping. You could 
use projectors to make 
your pool or water fountain 
shimmer. Other options in-
clude illuminating fl ower-
beds, shrubs or your deck.



The Express Weekly News   Thursday, May 31, 2018    15   

Fire threatens Ashern, puts town on two-hour evacuation alert
By Jeff Ward

A fi re that scorched 11,000 hectares  
of land east of Highway 6 and put the 
town of Ashern on a two-hour evacu-
ation alert last week was fi nally under 
control as of last Friday.

The fi re began as three separate fi res 
that converged into one massive blaze 
on May 19. Fires popped up in the ar-
eas of Mulvhill, Camper and Ashern 
with causes yet to be determined by 
the Offi ce of the Fire Commissioner 
(OFC). Extremely dry conditions cre-
ated a tinderbox for fi re to spread 
quickly and as efforts to fi ght back 
against the fl ames raged on more fi re-
fi ghters were called in to help. 

All told, there were 175 fi refi ghters 
battling the large blaze and dozens 
more staff and volunteers who used 
Camper Hall as a base of operations.

RM of Grahamdale municipal emer-
gency co-ordinator Nyla Klatt mobi-
lized her team of volunteers quickly 
and the OFC set up their command 
centre. Aerial attacks were used by 
helicopters and water-bombers to 
douse hot spots, and ground crews 
used back burns and heavy machin-
ery to cut lines through the brush in 
an attempt to contain the fl ames. 

PR 325, east of Ashern, was closed as 
the fi re threatened to jump the road, 
spreading to a nearby sheep farm. 
Highway 6 south of Muvihill at the 
Highway 68 junction was also closed 
by RCMP last Wednes-
day as the fi re got clos-
er to Camper. 

At press time, there 
were no injuries or 
structures damaged in 
the fi re. 

Fortunately, the Ash-
ern fi re department 
had help from a large 
number of depart-
ments.

“There were 29 differ-
ent fi re departments 
out there. It was phe-
nomenal the amount 
of help we had,” said 
Ken Falk, Ashern fi re 
chief. 

“We incorporated back burning and 
[the OFC] had their pumps and sprin-
klers set up in spots in the path of the 
fi re. It was a lot of long hours.”

Those long hours were made more 
exhausting by very hot conditions 
and temperatures in the high 20s. 
Firefi ghters were pushed to their lim-
its, and Falk said that when there was 
downtime, it wasn’t uncommon to see 
them lying down on the burnt ground 
just to have a quick rest. 

“They were just fl at on the ground, 

absolutely exhausted,” said Falk. 
If the dry conditions weren’t bad 

enough, Falk said the strong winds 
made the job even more diffi cult and 
much more dangerous. This fi re had 
every advantage it needed to live and 
thrive in the Interlake. It wasn’t un-
til May 24 that the area got any rain, 
which Falk explained was a very wel-
come sight. 

“When we got that rain, it was a god-
send. At that point, we were doing an 
active back burn and it started to rain. 
We all just said, ‘thank you,’ ” he said. 

By May 25, the fi re had 
been mostly contained, 
aided by the rain that 
dampened the grass. As 
of press time, the fi re was 
still active, but the evac-
uation alert had been 
lifted. Crews, although 
still on call, were able to 
let their guard down, ex-
plained Falk. Crews are 
still monitoring the fi re 
and addressing hot spots 
as needed.

“It’s under control now. 
OFC met with myself and 
Jason Price (deputy fi re 

chief for the RM of Grahamdale) af-
ter they did a fl y over. They asked us 
if it was OK to shut down and we said 
it was fi ne. OFC turned the fi re over 
to conservation out of Hodgson,” said 
Falk. 

Falk said that this is largest fi re he’s 
seen in 30 years, and for his current 
crew, the largest they’ve ever seen. 
Falk said that in 1989 there was a large 
fi re, similar to this one, on the west 
side of Highway 6. That was a combi-
nation of grass and forest fi re that was 
also aided by extremely dry condi-

tions. 
“I remember that when the fi re 

would hit a spruce bluff, the trees 
would just explode from the heat,” he 
said. 

For now, the town of Ashern is safe 
but the threat is still there. Conditions 
are still dry and burning bans remain 

in effect. RMs are adding to those 
bans and are also temporarily ban-
ning the use of ATVs, which can cause 
fi res in the brush. The RMs of Cold-
well, Grahamdale and West Interlake 
are all banning the use of ATVs at this 
time. You can check with your RM of-
fi ce for updates to these bans. 

RCMP blocked traffi c at the Highway 6 and Highway 68 junction last 
week while Ashern was under a two-hour evacuation notice. 

The Offi ce of the Fire Commis-
sioner used helicopters to survey 
the fi re from above and also to 
drop water on hot spots. 

Eleven thousand hectares of land near Ashern were on fi re last week as 
175 fi refi ghters put themselves in harm’s way to put it out. 

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD
Riverton Firefi ghters Troy D’hont, left, Waylon Johannson, centre, and 
Terance Zagozewski helped battle the massive blaze along Highway 6 
last week. 

“WHEN WE GOT 
THAT RAIN, IT 
WAS A GOD-
SEND.  WE 
ALL JUST SAID 
‘THANK YOU.’”
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Squeaky clean car care raises money for Kiwanis youth club
By Patricia Barrett

Gimlites didn’t mind the queue last 
Saturday at Gimli High School as stu-
dents in the school’s Kiwanis-spon-
sored Key Club launched their fi rst-
ever car wash and hotdog fundraiser.

Key Club member Sinead Gibbs said 
the proceeds of the fundraiser will go 
towards community service initiatives 
that will improve the 
quality of life in Gimli 
and beyond.

“The Key Club is all 
about raising money 
for our community 
and the global com-
munity,” said Gibbs, 
who was doing dou-
ble duty as organizer 
and car washer. “For 
this car wash, we’re 
raising money for the 
club to go on trips to 
places like [Winni-
peg’s] Siloam Mission 
— to help cover the cost of hiring a 
bus — and other trips we’re going on.”

Resident Julia Walton brought her 
vehicle to the car wash to support the 
students.

“I think it’s important that the com-
munity comes to these fundraisers 
for the kids and the different activi-
ties they’re doing for the school,” said 
Walton. “I think it’s important for the 
community to support the school and 
the kids.” 

Sev, who works at the high school 

and helps out with the Key Club, and 
her daughter Rhiannon fi red up the 
grill to provide drivers with a hotdog 
while they waited for their vehicles to 
be washed.

Terry Sekhon, lieutenant-governor 
for Kiwanis’ Western Canada Division 
2, and her husband Sam Sekhon, who 
was recently promoted from governor 

to international trustee for 
Canada and the Carib-
bean, stopped by to chat 
with patrons, students 
and teachers.

“Key Club is part of the 
Service Leadership Pro-
gram of Kiwanis,” said 
Terry. “Students just did 
Tag Day and they’re doing 
this car wash for the very 
fi rst time to raise money 
for Key Club projects. And 
they do wonderful proj-
ects.”

The Gimli and District 
Kiwanis Club provides mentorship 
to students involved in the Key Club 
(high school students), K Kids (el-
ementary students), Builders Club 
(middle years students) and Circle K 
(university students) and promotes 
youth leadership and community-
minded service.

Gimli High School’s administrative 
assistant Frances Petrowski was help-
ing students round up hot water, hos-
es, brushes and cloths, all provided by 
the school, and also washing cars.

“We’ve had a great amount of sup-
port,” said Petrowski as the car wash 

got underway. “It’s going to be awe-
some.”

  EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
From left, students Lexy, Shayne, Jaylee and Sinead washed cars last 
Saturday at Gimli High School to raise money for the school’s Key Club, 
a Kiwanis-sponsored youth club.

Rhiannon (left) and her mom Sev, who works with Key Club members 
at the high school, provided hotdogs to hungry drivers.

Telus’ Ride for Dad brings about 1,500 motorcyclists to Gimli
By Patricia Barrett

The 10th Annual Ride for Dad last 
Saturday saw close to 1,500 motor-
cyclists saddle up to raise funds for 
prostate cancer research.

The route took participants from the 
Polo Park Shopping Centre in Win-
nipeg to Selkirk and Gimli and back, 
and organizers said they expected to 
raise over $350,000. 

Gimli Mayor Randy Woroniuk took 
part in the fundraising event by vol-
unteering as traffi c-control offi cer 
at Centre Street and First Avenue, 
where hundreds of shiny bikes lined 
the streets. 

“I’m a prostate cancer survivor,” said 
the mayor, swinging in all four direc-
tions to guide the bikers to a parking 
spot, “so why wouldn’t I give my tal-
ents to the event! I used to direct traf-
fi c as part of my job (as a conservation 
offi cer).”

Riders from the Veteran’s UN NATO 
Motorcycle Club — a group of Cana-

dian army, air force and navy person-
nel that had served at least once un-
der United Nations or North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization commands — 

also took part in the event.
Riders checked out each other’s 

bikes, shopped and grabbed a bite to 
eat at local restaurants before head-

ing back to Winnipeg. 
The Ride for Dad event has raised 

about $2.2 million over the past de-
cade.

  EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Gimli Mayor Randy Woroniuk took part in the fundrais-
ing event by volunteering as traffi c-control offi cer.Motorcyclists head down Centre Street in Gimli.

“I THINK IT’S 
IMPORTANT FOR 
THE COMMUNI-
TY TO SUPPORT 
THE SCHOOL 
AND THE KIDS.” 
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West Interlake Region launches new ‘See the 6’ branding
By Jeff Ward

An exciting new naming convention, 
new signs and an online presence 
were announced last week in Eriks-
dale while Highway 6 communities 
took another step towards a more uni-
fi ed region. 

The “See the 6 — Discover the In-
terlake’s Secret Side” branding was 
unveiled last week at the Eriksdale 
Creamery Museum to approximately 
50 people. The branding is the fi rst big 
milestone following months of work 
for the West Interlake Regional Plan, 
which is a partnership between the 
RM’s of Woodlands, St. Laurent, Cold-
well, West Interlake, Grahamdale and 
Community Futures West Interlake. 
The partnership also includes Ash-
ern, Eriksdale and Lundar chambers 
of commerce and community devel-
opment corporations of Woodlands, 
Coldwell, Eriksdale and Grahamdale. 

The brand is designed to promote 
awareness of Highway 6 attractions, 
points of interest and introduces visi-
tors to the region. 

Committee members are also work-
ing on strategies for housing, health 
care and jobs. 

“Progress has been made on each of 
these priority areas but today we are 
gathering to celebrate the work com-
pleted on our marketing initiative,” 
said CFWI general manager Lana 
Cowling-Mason. 

“We decided that in order to do that 
we needed a central identity to mar-
ket the region, a brand we could all 
rally around.”

Committee members worked with 

Travel Manitoba back in November 
last year on the new branding who 
advised them of ways they could in-
crease tourism and market the area. 

Travel Manitoba president Colin 
Ferguson said committee members 
presented region weaknesses to him 
in hopes of strengthening them. They 
also went over what they feel are the 
parts of the region worthy of high-
lighting.

“Some of those key takeaways from 
that discussion were there was a lack 
of resources to generate community 
enthusiasm about tourism, so we 
needed to do a little work on that. That 
tourism is not visible when you drive 
along Highway 6. And you took a look 
at the pros and cons for tourism in the 
area,” said Ferguson. 

For now, there are a few newly mint-
ed signs that will begin popping up 
along Highway 6 this summer. Cowl-
ing-Mason said she isn’t sure exactly 
where the sign that welcomes visitors 
to the region will go, but somewhere 
close to the perimeter is where she 
would like to see it installed. Other 
signs that mark points of interest, 
purchased by the municipalities, will 
be installed with ease of navigation in 
mind. The signs will be used to guide 
visitors to the attractions. 

Aside from signage, the group is also 
investing time into a new Facebook 
page, See The 6, and Instagram, SeeT-
he6MB. Cowling-Mason said that she 
hopes people will like the pages and 
share posts showcasing the spots they 
want people to travel to see. Much 
like Travel Manitoba, which has a very 

successful social media presence, the 
Highway 6 committee is looking to 
build their own following as well. 

“This brand launch is the fi rst of 
many milestones to come out of our 
West Interlake Regional Plan. We have 
amazing stories and places to see and 
this brand will help us introduce our 
communities to visitors,” said RM of 
Coldwell councillor and CFWI chair-
person Amanda Stevenson. 

Regional partners will also be work-
ing with local businesses and commu-
nity organizations to use the brand in 
their own advertising materials. 

“We’re really pleased to have been 
involved in this program and we’re 
really pleased with the results. The 
creative team at Travel Manitoba has 
done a great job at creating this and 
now it’s up to you to populate it with 
all the information, attractions along 
the route,” said Ferguson. 

Ferguson added that Travel Manito-
ba will also help cross promote these 
attractions on their platforms.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JEFF WARD
West Interlake Regional Plan committee members showcased their 
new regional branding signs during a special event last week. 

Seeding complete for 
Ashern Pioneer Museum
By Jeff Ward

Following a rain delay, the staff at the 
Ashern Pioneer Museum were fi nally 
able to seed their fi eld with grain that 
will be cut and harvested this fall. 

The seeding is done just as it was be-
fore combustion powered machinery, 
with the help of horse and man pow-
er. Buddy Bergner and Randy Budge 
hooked up harrows to the horses to 
break up and smooth out the soil be-
fore seeding. The team planted the 
seeds on May 24, a week later than the 
original date of May 17.

Now the growing of the crop is in 

Mother Nature’s hands. Museum 
staff will not water or use pesticides, 
herbicides or fertilizer to aid the pro-
cess. Things will be done as accurately 
as possible to re-enact history. That 
commitment to period-appropriate 
growing could mean a lower yield, but 
that’s what farmers of that period also 
experienced. 

This year’s yield will be cut and 
bound and used for Threshing Day in 
2019. Grain harvested last fall will be 
put through the threshing at the end 
of this summer. 

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Randy Budge and Buddy Bergner helped seed the Ashern Pioneer Mu-
seum last week with grain to be used for Threshing Day next year. 
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Volunteer and community response to Grahamdale fi re ‘overwhelming’ 
By Jeff Ward

A fi re that threatened the RMs of West Interlake 
and Grahamdale brought the Interlake together to 
push back against encroaching fl ames in an over-
whelming display of togetherness. 

Grahamdale’s municipal emergency co-ordinator 
Nyla Klatt said the response to this fi re was larger 
than the 2011 fl ood. Within minutes of being called 
into action by the RM, Klatt was in contact with her 
volunteers and organizers. Klatt, like all MECs, was 
prepared for the emergency and her plan was de-
ployed quickly. She said that you learn lessons fast 
on the job and that she learned much from the fl ood 
of 2011. Adapting her plans to ensure public safety, 
training volunteers, having up-to-date contact in-
formation and a stable of reliable volunteers are 
what make the difference in emergency situations. 

“Within I would estimate a half an hour, we had a 
full crew in here,” said Klatt. 

“And that’s where our social media comes in. You 
can see by what’s in the hall here, the volunteers. 
This is how it comes in.”

Klatt is referencing the call for food and water do-
nations, which went out shortly after the kitchen 
was up and running. With 175 fi refi ghters and doz-
ens more staff, there were a lot of hungry and ex-
hausted folks to feed. Very quickly, donations came 
pouring in and the response was so overwhelming 
that the command centre at Camper Hall actually 
had to decline food because their refrigerators were 
full. 

“It’s just heart-shattering how much support there 
is,” said Grahamdale Coun. Dan Meisner, who spent 
many hours at Camper Hall lending a hand where 
he could. 

“We’ve had stuff brought in from Arborg, Fisher 

Branch, Eriksdale, Ashern, all over.”
Klatt said that it was diffi cult to put into words 

the level of support she received from surrounding 
communities. That overwhelming response, Klatt 
explained, means that residents have more experi-
ence in dealing with incidents like these. Interlake 
residents are now used to, perhaps tragically, what 
these situations are all about. 

“These are my volunteers here. What does the 
word volunteer mean? Help,” said Klatt. 

In this situation and others like it, Klatt explained, 
volunteers don’t need to have direct experience 

dealing with this type of emergency. They just need 
bodies, people-power, to make food, organize and 
prepare packs to go out into the fi eld. Klatt has the 
training and she delegates where help, a volunteer, 
is needed. 

If there is a silver lining to this smoke cloud it’s 
that the Interlake banded together quickly and 
with a force eclipsing that of the fi re that raged 
on around them, to keep each other safe. Free of 
boundary lines, municipality names and geogra-
phy. Instead acting as one region, to do what’s right 
and help those in need. 

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JEFF WARD
Nyla Klatt, far right, stands with her group of volunteers who helped prepare food and organize 
the deluge of donations coming in from around the Interlake at Camper Hall. 

Limited blood work services now available in St. Laurent
By Jeff Ward

A new six-month Interlake-Eastern Regional 
Health Association pilot project will see limited 
blood diagnostic services come to St. Laurent be-
ginning this week for residents who have diffi culty 
travelling long distances to get that work done else-
where. 

The service will be offered at the St. Laurent 
Health Centre by the facility’s primary care nurse 
Lori Carriere, who was recently trained in phlebot-
omy, the process of drawing blood. 

The need was brought forth to St. Laurent coun-
cil by resident Larry Wiebe who worked to collect 
signatures from people in Laurentian Lodge, the 
55-plus seniors home in St. Laurent. Wiebe ex-
plained during a council meeting back in October 
2017 that St. Laurent is an aging community with 
nearly 600 seniors and that it is sometimes diffi cult 
if not impossible for some of them to make it to ap-
pointments to other facilities to have routine blood 
testing done. 

Interlake-Eastern RHA CEO Ron Van Denakker 
explained that the pilot program is a complicat-
ed thing to organize but the effort was worth it to 
maintain a strong relationship within the commu-
nity and offer something residents want. 

“One of the areas I think we have the best rela-
tionship is in St. Laurent,” said Van Denakker. 

“It was a community advocacy process that kick-
started this with full support from local municipal 
leadership. The need from their perspective is that 
there are a number of people who may not have ac-
cess to transportation, so it would be easier if they 
could get some of their diagnostics done in their 
community.”

Van Denakker explained that not all bloodwork 
will be offered at the health centre and only those 
tests that can be safely processed within the facil-
ity will be offered. The reality of offering even this 
basic form of blood diagnostic in St. Laurent was a 
challenge. Aside from having Carriere go through 
the proper training, which Van Denakker said she 
was very happy to do, there is the problem of how 
the blood itself will be stored and moved to labs for 
analysis. 

The Interlake-Eastern RHA has trained couriers 
to transport the blood to those labs but the blood 
needs to be stored and, in many cases, spun in a 
centrifuge. 

“So the blood is not analyzed [on] sight, so there 
is a limited timeframe because the courier has a 
route. So it’s around trying to really pinpoint that 

time when people can access that service,” said Van 
Denakker. 

That time will be every Tuesday morning, and only 
a small number of bloodwork appointments will 
be made. Walk-ins will not be accommodated. Van 
Denakker said that because the St. Laurent Health 
Centre will not be expanding its hours, this new 
service will take away from normal patient appoint-
ment times. 

“The downside to this, just to be honest, is that fact 
that the more time the primary care nurse puts into 
the diagnostics piece the [fewer] number of patients 
this nurse is going to be able to see. So, there is go-
ing to be some minor decrease in overall volume of 
patients being seen at the clinic,” he said. 

Whether or not that minor reduction in patients 
seen will have a negative impact is something that 
will be monitored closely by the Interlake-Eastern 
RHA as they collect data through the six-month 
trial period. 

Van Denakker said that while residents asked for 
a one-year trial, the health authority will use six-
months as a barometer to identify if the service 
should continue and in what capacity it will be of-
fered. 
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Premier western cowboy singing group touring Manitoba
Submitted

We wish to announce that Roy Rog-
ers Jr. (Dusty) has joined the legend-
ary Sons of the Pioneers and together 
are scheduled to perform in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan in June. 

This will be the fi rst time that the 
son of the legendary Roy Rogers has 
ever performed in Canada.  Their Ca-
nadian Prairie Tour concert locations/
dates are: Winnipeg (June 14), St. An-
drews (June 15), Manitou (June 16), 
Brandon (June 17), Wolseley (June 18), 
Fort Qu’Appelle (June 18), Manitou 
Beach (June19), Saskatoon (June 20), 
North Battleford (June 21), Melfort 
(June 22), Weyburn (June 23),  Moose 
Jaw (June 24), Assiniboia (June 25) and 
Regina (June 26). For locations and 
times, go to www.sonsofthepioneers.
org. 

The Sons of the Pioneers are syn-
onymous with the ultimate in Cow-
boy music. For decades, the premier 
western singing group has musically 
painted unforgettable images and 
stories of horses, cattle, cowboys, 
“night herds,”  tall timber, cool water, 
canyons and prairies. Their original 
songs like “Tumbling Tumbleweeds,”  
“Cool Water” and “Ghost Riders in the 
Sky” are classics forever entwined into 
the lore and mystique of the North 
American West.  Both “Tumbleweeds” 
and “Cool Water” have been inducted 
into the Grammy Hall of Fame.

Founded by Roy Rogers Sr. and the 
gifted songwriters (Canadian-born) 
Bob Nolan and Tim Spencer, the 
group garnered national and inter-
national fans through appearance in 
almost 100 western fi lms during the 

‘30s, ‘40s and ‘50s. Numerous albums 
were recorded under contracts with 
Decca, Columbia, RCA and others. 

The group provided songs for sev-
eral John Ford westerns including the 
soundtrack for The Searchers starring 
John Wayne. When television came 
along, they regularly appeared on the 
Roy Rogers Show and had guest ap-
pearances on such programs as the 
Barbara Mandrell Show.  Walt Disney 
called upon the Pioneers to supply the 
soundtrack for the fi lm Pecos Bill. They 
were the fi rst cowboy musical group 
to perform at Carnegie Hall and the 
fi rst to headline in Las Vegas casinos.

The current group’s confi guration 
is part of a continuous and uninter-
rupted 84-year existence in which 
they have accumulated more coveted 
honours and awards than anyone in 
Western music. Current members 
include Roy Rogers Jr., (Dusty), Tom-
my Nallie, Ken Lattimore, John Ful-
lerton and Bruce Hoffman (fi ddler). 
The group has historically been in-
ducted into the Country Music Hall of 
Fame, the Western Music Association 
Hall of Fame and the National Cow-
boy Hall of Fame among others. The 
Smithsonian Institute named them as 
“National Treasures.”

The Pioneers are known around 
the world for their unique three- and 
four-part harmonies. According to 
their trail boss Tommy Nallie, who 
joined the group in the 1980s, “We are 
honoured to be returning to Canada 
in 2018 and visiting different cities.  
We had Western Canadian tours in 
2015, 2016 and 2017.  We were Parade 
Marshalls for the Calgary Stampede 

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Sons of the Pioneers will be in St. Andrews on June 15.

Roadways are cleaner

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
A number of Interlake roadways are a lot cleaner this week, thanks 
to Interlake Thunder Football Club members who donned gloves 
and boots and set to work last Sunday morning with supervising 
parents and adult volunteers to gather up garbage in the ditches. 
The Rockwood Quarry Producers donated $2,100 to the Football 
Club for their efforts.

First Nations people have been taken 
care of like children and that’s be-
cause of the Indian Act.”

“One of the students put up his 
hand and said, ‘Miss Ross, can I have 
that medal a second?’ So I give him 
the medal and he says to everybody, 
‘Hey, when you look at this picture, 
look how buff this guy [chief] looks. 
Doesn’t he look like he can take care 
of himself?’ Super cool. What a great 
addition to the story. So now I say, 
‘When these two are shaking hands 
and you look at them, does this per-
son look like he needs to be taken care 
of?’”

The blanket exercise is another vital 
learning tool that shows how Indige-
nous people slowly lost access to their 
lands. Both students and teachers 
have participated in the exercise, and 
Ross is hoping to have school librar-
ians and bus drivers take part. 

The visual exercise has participants, 
who represent Indigenous people, 
stand on blankets that symbolize the 

land. As blankets are folded up, par-
ticipants lose their land. At the end of 
the exercise, very few people are left 
on blankets.

“It’s all about relationships between 
Canada and our Aboriginal people, 
and it goes over 150 years of attempts 
at cultural genocide. It’s an opportu-
nity to talk to the children about what 
cultural genocide is — because that’s 
what’s happened with our culture,” 
said Ross. “There were over 40 million 
people when we were ‘discovered’ 
and we had over 500 distinct nations 
and 2,000 languages. And this is what 
we have now: Canada has 99.8 per 
cent [of the land] and the Indian Re-
serves are at 0.2 per cent.”

Ross said the Aboriginal educa-
tion program will be offered to more 
teachers during the division’s Sum-
mer Institute. Middle years teachers 
are scheduled for the training next 
month.

 >  EVERGREEN, FROM PG. 10

in the 1990s.” 
Nallie said, “Every concert is pure 

cowboy music packed with our time-
less hits, solid western swing and a 
good measure of comedy and banter.  
Each of the fi ve members share the 
vocals and instrumentals.”   

Part of the hallmark sound comes 
from acoustic fi ddles, upright bass, 
and lead and rhythm guitars. 

When not performing their regular 
theatre concert season in September/
October in Branson, Mo., the Pioneers 
have recently been invited to perform 

on RFD-TV, PBS program, on Nash-
ville’s Grand Ol’ Opry and at various 
theatres and festivals across the coun-
try.

Local promoter of the group, Mar-
garet Morrissette of Fort Qu’Appelle, 
said, “The Pioneers are revered leg-
ends in the fi eld of western music.  Ev-
eryone I talk to is so very excited they 
are coming to Western Canada for a 
June, 2018 tour. This will be a memo-
rable performance. There is limited 
seating so we encourage everyone to 
get their tickets early! ”
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Lundar wins Zone 5 baseball championship
By Brian Bowman

For the fi rst time since 2013, the 
Lundar Kodiaks have won the Zone 5 
baseball championship.

Lundar defeated the Stonewall Col-
legiate Rams 6-5 in dramatic fash-
ion on May 23, scoring twice in the 
bottom of the seventh inning of the 
championship game.

Brent Johannsson ripped a line shot 
over the Rams’ centre-fi elder’s head 
for the walk-off win.

“Everybody is pretty happy,” said 
Kodiaks’ head coach Rory Tycoles. 
“Everything kind of went right for us 
on the day. We got the breaks and the 
kids are very, very excited.”

Stonewall took an early 2-0 lead but 
Lundar battled back to go up 3-2. The 
two teams traded runs the rest of the 
way in the exciting, back-and-forth 
game.

Rylan Magnusson earned the win in 
relief for Lundar. Kodiaks’ starter Jon 
Campeau pitched very well in his 5 
2/3 innings of work.

“(Jon) pitched very well,” Tycoles 
noted. “We have a pitch count of 105 
that they can throw in a day and he 
had to close the fi rst game and he 
threw 18 (pitches).”

Lundar started the day with a 7-5 
comeback win over the Warren Col-
legiate Wildcats. The Kodiaks trailed 
4-2 in the sixth inning before they 
scored fi ve runs.

Warren came back with a run in the 

seventh. 
Lundar showed a ton of character 

coming back to win both games.
“We have some pretty experienced 

Grade 12s and 11s,” Tycoles noted. 
“They started in Grade 9 and have 
been working towards this moment. 
They have a lot of experience, includ-
ing a butt-whipping last year to Gimli. 

“I think they were a little more re-
laxed and they didn’t give up.”

The Kodiaks, whose roster also in-
cludes Jayson Christensen, Troy God-
frey, Riley Wirgau, Jared Olafson, 
Nolan Smith, Connor Bindle, Jesse 
LeStrat, Jaxon Pilon, Deryk Lynch, 
Zach Halldorson, Alex Ryden and 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER
The Lundar Kodiaks won the MHSAA Zone 5 baseball banner last 
Wednesday in Stonewall. Pictured back row, left to right: Jesse Le Strat, 
Deryk Lynch, Jared Olafson, Rory Tycoles (coach), Riley Wirgau, Brent 
Johannsson, Jayson Christensen; middle row: Zach Halldorson, Jaxon 
Pilon, Nolan Smith, Troy Godfrey, Alex Ryden, Connor Bindle; front row: 
Jon Campeau and Rylan Magnusson. 

Grade 12 students accepted the 
banner, left to right, Rory Tycoles 
(coach), Rylan Magnusson, Troy 
Godfrey, Brent Johannsson and 
Jayson Christensen.

Blue Jays split doubleheader in Altona 
By Brian Bowman

The Interlake Blue Jays had mixed 
results in Altona on Sunday.

Interlake started the doublehead-
er with an impressive 13-0 win but 
then lost Game 2 by a 12-7 score.

No box score from either game 
was posted on the league website by 
press time.

On Friday evening, Interlake was 
defeated 9-2 by the St. James A’s.

St. James led 3-0 after two innings 
and then added four runs in the 
third and singles in the fourth and 
fi fth.

The Blue Jays, who were outhit 
11-1, scored both of their runs in 
the fourth inning. Baily Proctor and 
Ryan Moros scored Interlake’s runs.

On May 23, the Blue Jays beat the 
Elmwood Giants 4-3 in Winnipeg.

Brennan Cheasley crossed the 
plate twice for the Blue Jays while 
Derek Petrasko and Quin Arsenault 
also scored.

Cheasley belted out three hits 
while Arsenault and Proctor each 
had a pair.

Moroz went seven strong innings 
on the mound, striking out nine 
while allowing just two earned runs.

Interlake (3-4) will play the Caril-
lon Sultans (2-5) Wednesday and 
then the Elmwood Giants on June 6.

Both road games start at 7 p.m.
The Blue Jays were in fi fth place 

and 4.5 games back of the A’s (8-0) 
heading into this week’s action.

Dawson Monkman, now advance to 
the MHSAA baseball provincials.

If Lundar plays good ball, they 
should be competitive at the provin-
cials, which will take place from May 
31 to June 2 in Neepawa.

But it will be a tough task going up 

against the top high school teams in 
the province.

“I think our goal right now is to 
make the quarter-fi nals,” Tycoles said. 
“I don’t know if we’ll have enough 
pitching to go (deep) in the tourna-
ment.”

Ice Dawgs award winners

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Arborg Ice Dawgs Jr. B 2017-18 hockey award winners: left to right, 
Derric Gulay (MVP and leader of the pack); Gordie Longbottom (rookie 
of the year); Clint Torfason (top points and top goal scorer); Aaron 
Kristjanson (fan favourite); Dylan Furgala (top defenceman); Ethan 
Chwaliboga (most improved). Missing from the photo is Josh Roche 
(coach’s award).



AUCTIONS
Cabinet Factory Total 
Sell Out Auction on 
Tuesday, June 5, 2018. 
10 a.m., #40 Hwy. 12, 
Steinbach. See all at 
www.billklassen.com  
info. 204-371-1131 
Herman. 

SCRAP METAL
Buying scrap metal, 
cars, tractors, com-
bines, farm scrap, 
any metal material, 
any farm machinery. 
Ph Lonnie at 204-886-
3407 lve. message or 
cell at 204-861-2031.

HOUSE FOR SALE
Gorgeous 2 bedroom 
home, beautiful treed, 
49 acres, 3 miles N. of 
Gimli on Hwy #8. Ap-
prox. 750 sq. ft., full 
basement, upgraded 
plumbing, electric 
hot water tank, water 
softener, new electric 
furnace, new sub-
mersible pump in the 
well and sump pump 
in basement. New win-
dows, new shingles, 
14 x 22 ft. garage plus 
four storage sheds. 
Property ideal for 
hobby farm and has 
low property taxes. 
Ph. 1-204-224-1318 or 
1-204-299-0191.

COTTAGES FOR SALE
Lakefront four-season 
cottage. Located ap-
proximately 1 mile 
east of the Lake Mani-
toba Narrows. Approx. 
1090 sq. ft, 3 bed-
rooms, covered front 
deck overlooking the 
lake, open fl oor plan, 
vaulted ceilings, new 
metal roof, new well, 
PVC windows, sun-
room, fully furnished. 
Asking $174,900. Con-
tact Richard Tyerman, 
Unrau Realty 204-792-
3393.

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

1992 - 16 x 80 mo-
bile home & lot. Open 
concept, 3 bedrooms 
& 1 1/2 baths. Drywall 
throughout. New fur-
nace, hot water tank, 
siding & shingles. Lot 
80 x 130, Treherne. 
$85,000. Ph: 204-903-
0745 or 204-903-0012. 
lindadave@live.ca

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

160 ACRES PAS-
TURE/HAY LAND 
FOR SALE. 6 MILES 
NORTH OF RIVER-
TON. HAS A WELL 
AND IS FENCED. NO 
STONES, BLACK 
SOIL. ASKING PRICE 
$145,000. CALL 204-
378-2702 OR 204-963-
5778.

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Yard and garden work, 
exterior house clean-
ing and maintenance. 
If you need help with 
just about anything in-
side or out, give Bob a 
call at 204-378-2905.

HELP WANTED
Narrows Sunset Lodge 
Inc. is looking for full 
and part-time employ-
ees for various posi-
tions, wait staff, bar-
tenders, store clerk, 
please email resume 
to sunsetlodge7@
gmail.com

HELP WANTED
Dream Job! Live in 
caregiver/housekeeper. 
Summers in Winnipeg 
and winters in the trop-
ics. Call 204-997-4629.
––––––––––––––––––
Medical Transcription! 
In-demand career! 
Employers have work-
at-home positions 
available. Get online 
training you need from 
an employer-trusted 
program. Visit: Career-
Step.ca/MT or 1-855-
768-3362 to start 
training for your work-
at-home career today!

MISCELLANEOUS
Province-wide clas-
sifi eds work for you! 
Reach over 400,000 
readers weekly. Call 
us at 204-467-5836 
or email classifi ed@
mcna.com for details.
––––––––––––––––––
Parts & full trailer re-
pair, trailer safeties & 
Autopac trailer repair. 
Sales, Leasing & Fi-
nancing of fl at-deck, 
dumpbox, cargo, 
gooseneck & utility 
trailers & truck beds. 
Kaldeck Truck & Trail-
er, Hwy #1 MacGregor, 
MB. 1-888-685-3127.

MISCELLANEOUS
Batteries for every-
thing. Automotive, 
farm, construction, 
ATV, marine, motorcy-
cle, golf carts, phones, 
tools, radios, com-
puters etc. Recondi-
tioned, obsolete and 
hard-to-fi nd batteries. 
SOLAR equipment. 
The Battery Man. Win-
nipeg. 1-877-775-8271 
www.batteryman.ca

PERSONALS
Elke Mann – We are 
trying to reach Elke 
Mann originally from 
Germany on a family 
matter. Please contact 
Rick Perkins at 807-
633-8198 or rperkins@
tbaytel.net

FARM PRODUCE
Potatoes – Red, Rus-
set, Yellow. Seed 
potatoes available. 
Onions, cabbage & 
honey. Sunfl ower bird 
seed. Song bird feed. 
Deer feed. Rolled oats 
& wheat. Ph 204-886-
2676, Interlake Potato 
Farms.

LIVESTOCK
Purebred Yearling 
Charolais bulls for 
sale. Phone Ken at 
(204) 376-2418 for 
particulars (evenings 
are best) or leave a 
message anytime and 
I will get back to you.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewall Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@hotmail.com

classifi edsclassifi edsClassifi edsClassifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

McSherry Auction McSherry Auction 
Service LtdService Ltd

 Stuart McSherry Stonewall, Manitoba
(204) 467-1858 or (204) 886-7027 
www.mcsherryauction.com

CONSIGNMENT & 
EQUIP AUCTION 

Stonewall, MB
#12 Patterson Drive 

Sat June 9th 10:00 AM

 66 Ford Ltd.  Hardtop 4 Dr 289 
Engine A/T 117,000 Miles Fresh 
Sft  TOD * Case 2290 Cab P Shift 

7035 Hrs * JD 3130 Cab w JD 
148 FEL  * JD 9600 Combine * 

Case IH 8820 25’ Swather 2389 
Hrs * Case IH 8370 14’ Haybine 
* Case IH RS Rd Baler * NH 1033 
Auto Bale Wagon *  Case IH 310  

Discer Seeder * Flexi Coil 88 
Diamond Harrows * Bourgault 

950 Sprayer 90’ * 8”, 51’ Auger 
* Int 55 22’ Deep Tiller * 3PH 

Equipment * 07 Keystone Hornet 
BH 28’ Camper w 2 Slide Outs * 
Along w More Equip * Farm Misc 
* Livestock Equip * Tools * New 
Tire Machine , Tire Balancer , & 
Tool Cabinets * Vehicles * New 

Canopy Buildings *  Yard * Go To 
Web for Growing List ! 

McSherry Auction McSherry Auction 
Service LtdService Ltd

 Stuart McSherry Stonewall, Manitoba
(204) 467-1858 or (204) 886-7027 
www.mcsherryauction.com

AUCTION SALE
BARRY & CHRISTINE SARENS

Garson, MB
Henryville Rd #70096

Internet Bidding Will Be Available 
– www.bidspotter.com

Contact # (204) 755-2212

Sunday June 3rd, 2018 @ 12:00 pm (Noon)

Motorcycle * Quad * Boats * 
Personal Watercraft * Vehicles 
* Camper * JD Reel Mower * 

Go to Web! 

Located along the western shore of Lake Winnipeg in Gimli, Manitoba, the 
New Iceland Heritage Museum (NIHM) is seeking a dynamic professional 
to serve as Finance and Public Relations Director. Reporting to the 
Executive Director, the Finance and Public Relations Director has overall 
responsibility for the fi nancial operations of the museum, the gift shop and 
volunteer coordination.   The nature of the museum operations requires a 
strong commitment to teamwork and willingness to be fl exible in carrying 
out other operational duties as may be required from time to time. 

Key areas of responsibility:
• Oversees all accounting and fi nance operations 
• Assist with Fundraising initiatives
•  Operation of gift shop and facility rentals as two revenue streams
• Public relations and marketing strategies 
•  Assist with the set up of incoming travelling and temporary exhibits
• Volunteer recruitment and co-ordination
• Assist with the planning and developing programs and events 

The ideal candidate will be: profi cient in Simply Accounting and other 
standard small business software applications; highly organized and 
able to work independently; experienced in managing volunteers. 
Knowledge of the unique history and culture of New Iceland is 
considered an asset.

Resumes will be received up to noon on June 8th, 2018.

Interested applications are invited to submit their resume, along with 3 
references to 

Julianna Roberts, Executive Director 
108-94-1st Ave, Gimli, MB R0C 1B1
email: nihm@mts.net or Fax (204) 642-9382

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those 
candidates selected for interviews will be contacted.

www.nihm.ca

Finance and Public 
Relations Director, 

New Iceland Heritage Museum

Annual General Meeting
For

Moosehorn Consumers 
Co-operative Limited

7:30 p.m.
Moosehorn Community Hall

Door Prizes
Refreshments

Monday, June 4th, 2018
7:30 pm

BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER SEASONAL 

POSITION
Description:
The successful candidate will be responsible for monitoring compliance 
to by-laws within the Municipality; must possess effective public 
relations and communication skills; ability to deal effectively with 
complaint investigations and resolution, perform duties effectively with 
minimal supervision, and maintain accurate work records.

The successful candidate must be available to respond to calls during 
the day time, evening and weekends, on an on-call / complaint basis. 
They must use their own personal vehicle and have a valid Manitoba 
Driver’s License. They must be familiar with Microsoft Offi ce products 
as the position requires tracking and follow-up of by-law complaints 
and concerns, including issuing letters and fi nes, as required.

Preference will be given to applicants with past experience in by-law 
enforcement.

The successful applicant must be able to obtain RCMP security 
clearance before commencing work. Medical information pertaining to 
job responsibilities may be requested.

Interested applicants are invited to submit a written application, 
including 3 references, by 4:30 pm, Friday, June 8th, 2018 to:

Joann Murphy, CAO
Rural Municipality of Gimli
62 – 2nd Avenue, PO Box 1246
Gimli, MB R0C 1B0
Email: gimli@rmgimli.com
Fax: (204) 642-6660

We thank all applicants for their interest; however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI
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Call 467-5836

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

TODAYTODAY



classifi edsclassifi edsClassifi edsClassifi eds Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

204-467-5836 classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

Don’t forget to send your special wishes Don’t forget to send your special wishes 
to your to your friends and family.friends and family.
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You’re at home here.

MOOSEHORN CO-OP 
AT ASHERN 

IS HIRING A NEW MEAT CLERK
Drop of applications:
at Admin Offi ce or

Contact Naomi Kippen (204) 768-2546

Benefi ts:
Flexible Scheduling

5% Employee Rebate on purchases with membership

Bonus Incentive

Tuition Reimbursement, if you are looking to take courses to 
further a career within the co-op retailing system.

There is opportunity for advancement within the co-op. 
Co-op offers a number of programs to provide employees 
with the skills and knowledge they need to succeed.

You’re at home here.

MOOSEHORN CO-OP 
Now Hiring Food Clerks

Ashern and Moosehorn Co-op are looking 
to hire a new food clerk at both locations.

Drop of applications:
at Admin Offi ce or

Contact Naomi Kippen Ashern (204) 768-2546
Kathy Price Moosehorn (204) 768-2770

Benefi ts:
Flexible Scheduling

5% Employee Rebate on purchases with membership

Bonus Incentive

Tuition Reimbursement, if you are looking to take courses to 
further a career within the co-op retailing system.

There is opportunity for advancement within the co-op. 
Co-op offers a number of programs to provide employees 
with the skills and knowledge they need to succeed.

Helen Meisner
Glen Meisner
Teresa Olson

Carissa McDonnell
Blake McDonnell

Introducing
Maxym (Max) Anthony Semenek

Welcoming Max are parents Amber and Randy, 
and big sister Nataliya. Max arrived on May 16 
weighing 6 lb 5oz and measuring 19.5 inch-
es. Proud grandparents are Mark and Eileen 
Hancharek of Gimli and
Alvin and Joann Semenek of Winnipeg. You are 
so loved Max!

ANNOUNCEMENT

FIVE GENERATIONS

ANNOUNCEMENT

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

 7. Mendelevium
 8. Of I
 9. Viscous liquid
10. Suffi x
13. Bromine
14. Beverage
15. Level in an organization
20. Star Trek character Laren
21. Bad grades
22. Mars crater
23. Small amount
27. Froth on fermenting liquor
29. Bachelor of Divinity
30. Follows sigma
31. Human foot
32. Commercial
33. Company that rings receipts
34. Experiencing a sudden sense 

of danger
35. Taxable
36. Alternative credit investment 

fi rm
37. Ho-__
38. Gold
40. Will not (obsolete)
41. Supposes without proof
42. Rapper __ Hammer
44. Split lentils
45. Carried out systematically
46. Condition
47. Without restraint
48. Produces reproductive cells
50. One of Washington state’s 

Tri-Cities
51. Spielberg fi lm
52. Elliptic function
54. Pearl Jam song “Hail __”
55. People in a fi lm
57. Lethal dose
61. Root beer maker
62. Tellurium

CLUES ACROSS
 1. In bed
 5. Composition headings
11. Close by
12. Cannot be removed
16. Take upon oneself
17. -__, denotes past
18. Denotes ancient Greek dialect
19. “American History X” actor
24. Millihenry
25. Town in Sonora, Mexico
26. Netherlands river
27. Insect associated with honey
28. Adjacent
29. Change shape
30. Pattern in Indian music
31. Genus of fi nches
33. Australian clover fern
34. Caused to curve
38. Ability to make good decisions
39. King of Thebes
40. Belgian city
43. Basic unit
44. Phonograph recording
45. Flew off!
49. Moved quickly
50. Chums
51. Stick fast to
53. Megabyte
54. Perceives something not 

present
56. Fitzgerald and Eyre are two
58. Milliampere
59. Remain as is
60. Honors
63. Norse goddess of old age
64. Minimum
65. Rulers of Tunis

CLUES DOWN
 1. About Andes
 2. ESPN hostess
 3. Cerumen
 4. Perceived
 5. A right related to property
 6. Blessed with



Hwy #9 & Colville Drive
Gimli, MB

(204) 642-8585

• Window Coverings
   • Floor Coverings • Cabinetry
    • Countertops & More!

WE SUPPLY AND/OR INSTALL:

70 Centre Street Gimli, MB  R0C 1B0
204-642-8398   lmtvet@mts.net

PAUL’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
Lawn Mowers, Tractors and Trimmers, Etc  

Shop Rate $35/hr plus parts
Small mig welding and arc welding jobs.

Small fabrication jobs 
Shop Rate @ $45/hr plus material

CALL 204-898-4931        
Drop off your problems at 
Paul’s Place in Riverton

365 Main St. Arborg, Mb

204.376.5177
intglass@mymts.net

• Sealed Units
• Flat Glass• Flat Glass
• Mirrors• Mirrors
• Laminated• Laminated
• Tempered• Tempered
• Plexi/Lexan• Plexi/Lexan

• Windows & Doors
• Siding• Siding
• Custom Cladding• Custom Cladding
• Decks• Decks
•  Construction/•  Construction/

RenovationsRenovations
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Glass Specialists Construction

www.arborgfamilydental.com
Emergencies and New Patients Welcome

Oakridge Meat’s Ltd
• Custom Slaughter (Beef & Pork)
• Custom Cutting & Wrapping
• We are a government inspected plant
Very well trained staff to service all your needs

McCreary MB    204-835-2365     204-476-0147
Lorne 

Nagorski 
General Manager

Fall Time Special
• Hamburger $2.99/lb

• Sides $309   • Fronts $299
• Hinds $325

BALMORAL, MANITOBA

FREE
ESTIMATES

�

�

�

Spray Foam

Blow In

Fibreglass

interlake_insulators@hotmail.com

Brent Meyers
204-461-4669

• Cooking Shows • Meal Prep Solutions
• Fundraisers • Individual Orders

204-485-4272 call or text
stoneware444@gmail.com

www.pamperedchef.biz/michellebalharry

THEO HYKWAY

T. HYKAWY SIDING
VINYL & ALUM. SIDING
SOFFIT, FACIA, TROUGH

PVC WINDOWS, 
STEEL DOORS, INSULATION

FREE ESTIMATES
PHONE: 643-5610

Auctions with Integrity!
HOME OF MANITOBA’S LARGEST
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION AUG 6 

9 AM WINKLER/MORDEN
Ph: (204) 325-4433 Cell: (204) 325-6230 Fax: (204) 325-4484

 www.billklassen.com

• Shingles • Cedar Shakes 
• Metal Roofi ng • Repairs

641-5200

FREE 
Estimates

EXTERIORS
CITADEL

(204) 668-7663
www.citadelexteriors.ca

• PAVING 
• ROOFING
• STUCCO
• EAVES
• SOFFIT
• FASCIA

Store Hours
Tuesday to Friday 

10am to 5pm 
Saturday 

10am to 3pm

204-206-0276 Teulon, MB

Pargings • Garages • Paper & Wire
New & Re-Stucco Repair Work

FREE ESTIMATES

CNJ
STUCCO

ACRYLIC
and

317 Main St., Stonewall

Supplying All Your Pet’s Needs

On-Site GROOMER On-Site GROOMER 
Call us for details

(204) 467-5924

PETS
Supplies & More

QuarryQuarry

WARRENGIMLIFORD.COM 
167TH AVE., GIMLI, MB

2046425137

WARREN LAHAIE
PARTS & SERVICE

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CardsCards
BizBiz

Call 204-641-4104 Call 204-641-4104 
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BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS  

• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

Call 467-5836

classifi edsclassifi edsClassifi edsClassifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

CLASS 1 COMPANY 
DRIVERS and 

OWNER OPERATORS 
WANTED

Class 1 company drivers and 
owner operators wanted to haul 
bulk liquid products throughout 
MB, SK, AB and the US.
Loaded and empty miles paid!  
Dedicated dispatch, well main-
tained equipment, comprehen-
sive benefi ts package.
Contact us or submit your 
resume:
Phone: 204.571.0187
Email: recruiting@
renaissancetrans.ca
Fax: 204.727.6651
Or submit an online application
@ www.renaissancetrans.ca

Hip or knee 
replacement?
Problems walking or 
getting dressed?   The 
Canadian Government 
may owe you a:

$2,500
Yearly Credit

$20,000
Lump Sum Refund

The Disability Credit 
Service. Lowest rate in the 
industry.

For reliable expert 
service CALL

204-453-5372

McSherry Auction 
12 Patterson Dr. 
Stonewall, MB
Consignment & 
Equipment Auction
Sat June 9 10:00 AM
JD 9600 Combine * Case 
2290 Tractor * Case IH 
8820 25’ Swather * Case 
IH 8370 14’ Haybine * 
Case IH RS 561 Rd Baler 
* Grain Equip * 3Ph Equip *

Call To Consign!  Pick Up 
Available!

(204) 467-1858 or 
(204) 886-7027 
www.mcsherryauction.com



Dealer 
#5358

 All prices are plus taxes. See dealer for details.

167TH AVENUE, GIMLI, MB
SALES  8559631818

2013 ESCAPE SE

$11,995

2017 FLEX SEL AWD

$31,995

2014 ESCAPE SE 4WD

$17,995

2015 F150 S/CREW XLT 4X4

$28,995
2017 ESCAPE SE 4 WD

$24,995

2015 EXPLORER XLT 4X4

$27,995

2015 JOURNEY SE

$14,995

ONLY 17,000 KM

2015 ESCAPE SE 4 WD

$17,995
2011 EDGE SEL AWD

$18,995

2011 F150 S/CREW XTR 4X4

$20,995

2013 F150 S/CREW XTR 4X4

$28,995

2012 F150 S/CREW FX4

2016 F150 S/CREW XLT 4X4

$24,995

STK# 10937A

$18,995
2014 F150 S/CREW FX4

$30,995

2008 TAURUS X LIMITED AWD

$10,995

2010 ESCAPE XLT 4X4

$6,995
2017 EDGE SEL AWD

$32,995

2014 EXPLORER LIMITED 4WD

$27,995
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