
Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501

Authorized Dealer

Ask about our affordable
rent-to-own program. Here’s How.

SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

$$174917490000

ALL IN STOCK NOW

2X24 QUIET 208cc 2X24 QUIET 208cc 
EngineEngine 24”24” Clearing width,  Clearing width, 

electric start, heated grips, electric start, heated grips, 
steerable clutches, steerable clutches, 

3 year warranty3 year warranty

2-Stage 24 YM 
208cc Engine
24” clearing width, 
electric start, 
2 year warranty

$$109910990000

2023 Honda 
CRF50F
Designed to 
fit young riders

$$230023000000

INCLUDES FREIGHT AND PDI

SAVE $400
Reg. Price $27000

2024 TRX420 
RANCHER
RED

INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI AND FEES

$$9,7009,7000000

The

Group

                 Matt McSherry, REALTOR®

204-886-7585 (cell)  
888-629-6700
  Matt.ljbaron@gmail.com  

        www.ljbaron.com (web)
Multi-Award 

Winning Realtor®

TEULON - $224,900        
Beautifully Renovated 3 BR home in 

the heart of Teulon. Must See!

 Meticulous 1054  TEULON - $549,000 40 Acres w/2066 

Thank you to all my Thank you to all my 
Sellers & Buyers for Sellers & Buyers for 

once again trusting me once again trusting me 
with your real estate with your real estate 

needs in 2023.  Looking needs in 2023.  Looking 
forward to being your forward to being your 

Rural Real Estate Rural Real Estate 
connection in 2024!connection in 2024!

105054 4444444 TEULTEUL00
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LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

EXPRESS PHOTO BY TERI LYNN VERBONG
Six-year-old Andrew Gulay patiently waits for his cotton candy at the Fisher Branch Winter Fun Festival. 

On cloud nineOn cloud nine



By Ami Gopal
Water First Education & Training 

Inc., in partnership with Interlake 
Reserves Tribal Council (IRTC) and 
participating communities, is proud 
to announce a new water treatment 
plant operator training program for 
local community members. The ex-
pansion to Manitoba marks the fi rst 
Drinking Water Internship Program 
to operate outside of Ontario and 
supports Water First’s commitment 
to help develop these critical projects 
with communities across the country.

Interns from the seven Interlake 
Reserves Tribal Council communi-
ties will participate in the 15-month 
Drinking Water Internship Program 
to pursue valuable provincial certi-
fi cations, which help trainees begin 
their careers in the water fi eld. The 
internship launched Feb. 12, with an 
Introduction Week in Pinaymootang 
First Nation, and will see 12 partici-
pants study safety, watersheds, wa-
ter treatment and distribution, water 
chemistry and sampling, as well as 
tour the Lake St. Martin First Nation 
water treatment plant. This project 
was developed in collaboration with 
IRTC, with a focus on networking op-
portunities and sharing knowledge 
between the participating communi-
ties.

“Local, skilled people are critical in 
maintaining sustained access to clean 

water,” said John Millar, executive di-
rector of Water First. “We’re excited 
that the planning and collaboration 
with Interlake Reserves Tribal Coun-
cil will result in this group pursuing 
further education and careers in the 
water sciences. We hope the success 
of this program leads to many more 
collaborative projects in Manitoba.”

Regarding the launch of the intern-
ship, Interlake Reserves Tribal Coun-
cil chief executive offi  cer Karl Zadnik 
says, “On behalf of the Interlake Re-
serve Tribal Council, we are proud to 
be the fi rst communities in Manitoba 

to partner with Water First to estab-
lish a Water Treatment Internship 
Program for our people. This oppor-
tunity will provide members of our 
communities with skills and training 
to pursue further education and cer-
tifi cation in water and wastewater 
treatment, leading to a greater pool of 
water safety experts to serve our com-
munities and beyond.”

During the 15-month internship 
program, each intern will accumu-
late 1,800 hours of on-the-job experi-
ence in their home community water 
and/or wastewater treatment plants, 
which is a part of the certifi cation pro-
cess. As part of the program, interns 
pursue certifi cation as small drinking 
water and small wastewater opera-
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Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Do you have a current will? 
Protect your family by having a current will, power of 
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more 
information and fi nd out how we can help you. 

Baker Law 
CORPORATION

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB

Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

Providing full time legal 
service to families and 

small businesses in 
Gimli and the Interlake.
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Walter Spence, left, and Jo-Dee 

Parenteau learning about the water 

treatment process during their fi rst 

week as Water First interns.

In their fi rst week together, interns 

dove into the content right away, 

studying safety, watersheds, water 

treatment and distribution, water 

chemistry and sampling, as well as 

touring the Lake St. Martin First Nation 

water treatment plant.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Interns and Water First trainers touring the Lake St. Martin water treatment 

plant.

Water First and Interlake Reserves tribal council launch new internship program
  

Continued on page 5
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By Patricia Barrett
The RM of Gimli issued a public no-

tice to residents near the end of Feb-
ruary stating the municipality will 
be applying stockpiled biosolids to 
farmland starting in May.

Biosolids, or biological solids, is also 
known as sewage sludge. The RM 
will be spreading about 8,000 tonnes 
of biosolids this year on six parcels of 
land that border the Gimli airport. 

The RM’s utility manager Darcy 
Hjelmeland said the biosolids will 
be transferred from the decommis-
sioned wastewater lagoon, which 
is near Lake Winnipeg and Gimli’s 
South Beach neighbourhood, to fi elds 
around the airport site. It is not a pilot 
project.

“The biosolids being land applied 
this year are from the former lagoon 
site for the RM of Gimli that was de-
commissioned in 2009,” said Hjelme-
land. “The RM’s biosolids produced 
at the WWTP (wastewater treatment 
plant) are trucked to drying beds at 
the Arnes Landfi ll site.”

Biosolids result from the treatment 
of human sewage and contain nutri-
ent-rich matter including phosphorus 
that can be used as fertilizer to pro-
mote the growth of crops. The prac-
tice is said to be safe, but there have 
been scientifi c studies carried out to 
determine whether there’s a risk of 
pathogens including bacteria, viruses 
and parasites, contamination of water 

sources and bioaerosol emissions of 
bacteria.

The RM has a licence from the prov-
ince to spread biosolids. On behalf of 
the RM, WSP Canada Inc., is notifying 
the provincial government’s environ-
ment and climate change department 
of the land application as per Clause 
47 of licence No. 2473 RR.

“The biosolids will be land-applied 
to the following parcels owned by 
the RM of Gimli beginning on or af-
ter May 1, 2024: NW 13-19-3-E1, NW 
7-19-4-E1, SW 7-19-4-E1 and SE 12-19-
3-E1,” said Hjelmeland.

And there will be crops grown by a 
farmer who leases the land.

The application of the biosolids will 
be monitored by the consultant work-
ing for the RM, he said, and will be 
applied according to the guidelines 
outlined in the RM’s licence.

“There are three clauses with respect 
to monitoring and reporting (clauses 
51-53) that WSP will be able to help 
provide the required documentation 
after the land application is complet-
ed, as well as provide input to Gimli 
for the report required to be submit-
ted to the province before March 15, 
2024,” said Hjelmeland.

A post on the RM’s website alert-
ing residents about the program says 
fi elds will be tilled within 48 hours for 
“proper odour and nutrient manage-
ment.”

ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF THE RM OF GIMLI
The RM of Gimli will be spreading biosolids on RM-owned land, of which at least 

four parcels are leased to a farmer. Biosolids stockpiled at the decommissioned 

wastewater lagoon near the lake will be spread on six fi elds starting in May. Field 

A (NW 13-19-3-E1 55), Field B (NW 13-19-3-E1 19), Field C (NW 7-19-4-E1 16), Field D 

(SW 7-19-4-E1 27), Field E (SW 7-19-4-E1 16) and Field F (SE 12-19-3-E1 25).

Gimli to spread biosolids 
on farmland near airport
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By Jo-Anne Procter
Community spirit was high in Fisher 

Branch the weekend of March 1 and 2 
as families came together for two days 
of fun, laughter and friendly competi-
tion at the Winter Fun Festival.

The Fisher Branch Recreation Board 
and dedicated volunteers worked 
together with a shared goal of bring-
ing a lineup of exciting activities for 
all ages at a festival that had been on 
a hiatus due to unforeseen circum-
stances. 

Friday evening proved to be a per-
fect start to the weekend festivities 
with a fun ice skate and light show 
with a DJay Bryce Dubek while a 
Ukrainian perogy dinner was served 
at the canteen. The weekly Chase the 
Ace took place and there were crib-
bage and card games for anyone in-
terested.

First thing Saturday morning was a 
pancake breakfast put on by the Ac-
cess Credit Union ladies, and the local 
daycare set up an arts and crafts area 
for children.

Throughout the day there was skat-
ing and carnival games, a chuck-a-
puck, a pluck-a-duck, face painting,  

bouncy house, bean bag toss, scaven-
ger hunt, candy toss and maple sug-
aring demo by Carla and Real DesJar-
dins.

There was a draw to the button con-
test at the curling rink, which was 
won by Steven Ferris, and a dart tour-
nament, which was won by Charlie 
Howland and Trevor Allen, with John 
McCormish and Loretta Allen fi nish-
ing second.

One highlight throughout the week-
end, was the successful silent auction, 
made possible by generous donations 
from local businesses and individu-
als. Proceeds raised will help enhance 
recreational activities and programs 
in the area.

To conclude the weekend there was 
a tug-of-war and a senior men’s hock-
ey game where the hometown Fisher 
Branch Blades defeated the Peguis 
River Hawks 7-3. 

Some families chose to attend a fam-
ily movie and popcorn night. 

The Fisher Branch Winter Weekend 
captured the essence of community 
spirit and unity and created lasting 
memories that will carry 
on for years to come.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY KAREN ABAS 
An old fashioned tug-of-war took place at the Fisher Branch Winter Fun Weekend 

along with many other fun activities on March 1 and 2.

Fisher Branch brings back annual Winter Fun Festival
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

KUNG FU
PANDA 4

GAnimated
 Violence

FRI-THURS MAR 22 - MAR 28
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

ARGYLLE

PGViolence; Coarse Language

FRI-THURS MAR 15 - MAR 21
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

 Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61 

Show begins at 3 with dinner to follow! 
Cash Bar & 50/50 Draw

Tickets can be purchased at the 
Red Apple Store in Gimli or

e-transfer rclbr61@gmail.com (name and 
event in subject line), or by calling the Legion 

204-389-2660 or Velma 204-642-2840
(10:00 – 3:00)

 Doors open at 2:30.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

You have options.

What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Express Weekly News connects people through 
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

tors as well as Class 1 water treatment and wastewater 
treatment. Interns also round out their training with ad-
ditional workshops in water quality analysis, introduc-
tion to environmental water sampling, introduction to 
mapping and geographic information systems, as well as 
career readiness training.

These trainings can lead to work in drinking water treat-
ment, wastewater treatment and environmental water 
careers. The internship also encourages increased partici-
pation of women in the water sciences and off ers wrap-
around supports to reduce barriers to participation, in-
cluding childcare services and transportation. Graduates 
of the program become part of the Water First Alumni 
Network, with access to continuing career development 
and education opportunities, as well as an ever-expand-
ing professional network.

“I’m very happy to be a part of the Water First Intern-
ship. Sharing ideas and supporting each other while mak-
ing those ideas become reality will be a huge boost for 
our respective communities and their water treatment 
programs,” shares Walter Spence of Peguis First Nation. 
“Water is sacred; it is where we began our journey in this 
world. Now we are making career choices about working 
with water. It is a big responsibility but one we can man-
age by continuing to work together. I am very excited to 
learn what I can over the next 15 months.”

Sustainable access to safe, clean water in Indigenous 
communities in Canada continues to be a critical issue. 
In Canada, 14 per cent of First Nations are aff ected by a 
drinking water advisory. The challenges are complex and 
layered. Communities may face issues relating to infra-
structure, source water quality or people to manage wa-
ter systems — or more than one of these issues at a time. 

By Becca Myskiw
The Evergreen Band Boosters are 

currently collecting funds to help 
fund band camp for young musicians 
in the local community.

The dedicated members are work-
ing to provide opportunities for tal-
ented musicians in the community to 
attend summer band camp.

Since 1998, the Evergreen Band 
Boosters have supported music pro-
grams in the community by provid-
ing fi nancial aid for participating 
students. Through hosting events and 
seeking external funding, the com-
mittee is dedicated to assisting in any 
way possible.

At present, monetary donations are 
being accepted for two camps. One 
will be held at the International Peace 
Garden for six consecutive days and 

is specifi cally geared towards older 
musicians. The other, designed for 
middle schoolers, will take place dur-
ing daytime hours and run for a week. 

The Evergreen Band Boosters are 
seeking to alleviate the burden of in-
creased fees and overall expenses by 
receiving support from the communi-
ty, since both camps have seen a rise 
in registration costs due to the current 
economic climate.

“We may not be able to provide the 
full funds,” said Nancy Humniski, 
chairperson of the committee. “But 
we can supplement them.”

According to Humniski, families 
may face various obstacles when it 
comes to off ering extracurricular ac-
tivities for their children. While the 
Evergreen Band Boosters can’t help 
with all of them, they can help with 

a main one.
“I always felt that music is good for 

connection and team building and 
mental health,” she said.

There are currently nine volunteers 
on the committee, one of them being 
Humniski. Their main responsibility 
is to secure grants for the students at 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach schools as 
well as their music programs. They 
also organize fundraisers to support 
these students, attend their perfor-
mances and assist staff  in any way 
they can. Additionally, the Evergreen 
Band Boosters have donated funds 
towards bringing in guest speakers 
to improve student development on 
specifi c topics, aside from the usual 
band camps. 

Recently, the Lakeside Lions donated 
$225 to the committee to supplement 

the band camp costs. Humniski said 
the money will be divided among all 
students who enrol. They don’t know 
how many students plan on going yet 
and won’t for a while.

“It’s really interesting because the 
students share at the end of school 
what band has done for them and 
it’s pretty amazing on how it infl u-
ences them,” said Humniski. “It’s a 
strengthening program for them. It 
gives the students a sense of belong-
ing.”

To donate to the Evergreen Band 
Boosters to support young local musi-
cians attending band camp this sum-
mer, mail a cheque payable the com-
mittee to PO Box 375, Gimli, MB, R0C 
1B0. 

Evergreen Band Boosters raising money to send local youth to band camp

Water First works with Indigenous communities that have 
identifi ed education and training as part of their solution 
to the water crisis. Safe water needs skilled people.

The IRTC Water First Internship is funded through In-
digenous Services Canada, Indigenous Skills and Em-
ployment Training, and First People Development Inc., 
together with the support of Water First’s donors. This col-
laboration will support the IRTC in training future water 
operators and in increasing local, technical capacity and 
autonomy in the water management fi eld for today and 
for generations to come.

This is Water First’s sixth Drinking Water Internship Pro-
gram. To date, 46 interns from 31 Indigenous communities 
have graduated from Internship programs and logged ap-
proximately 117,000 hours working in local water plants 
and attending workshops.

About Water First Education & Training Inc. (Water First):
Water First is a registered Canadian charity that works 

alongside Indigenous communities to address water challeng-
es through education, training, and meaningful collaboration. 
Since 2009, Water First has collaborated with more than 90 In-
digenous communities located in the lands now known as Cana-
da while supporting Indigenous youth and young adults to pur-
sue careers in water science. Learn more: www.waterfi rst.ngo.

About Interlake Reserves Tribal Council Inc. (IRTC):
The Interlake Reserves Tribal Council Inc. consists of a part-

nership of seven (7) Manitoba Interlake communities working 

together to advance our collective well-
being of members from the following com-
munities:

Dauphin River First Nation
Kinonjeoshtegon First Nation
Lake Manitoba First Nation
Lake St. Martin First Nation
Little Saskatchewan First Nation
Peguis First Nation
Pinaymootang First Nation

 >  INTERNSHIP, FROM PG. 2



6   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, March 14, 2024

The Express Weekly News is published 
Thursdays and distributed through Canada 
Post to 11,396 homes. Republishing in whole or 
in part without permission is strictly prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing.
This newspaper is supported 100% by advertising dollars. If you enjoy 
the paper and would like to see the newspaper grow and prosper visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our rural communities. – Keep 
your dollars working at home and shop local. Our commitment to you, the 
reader – we connect people through stories to build stronger communities.

OUR EDITORIAL STAFF
Brian Bowman Sports Reporter
news@expressweeklynews.ca

ADDRESS
74 Patterson Drive, Stonewall Industrial Park

Box 39, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

PAPER DELIVERY OR FLYER CONCERNS
Christy Brown, Distribution Mgr.:  204-467-5836

>  EMAIL US
Letters to the Editor: news@expressweeklynews.ca  

Classifi eds: ads@expressweeklynews.ca

News: news@expressweeklynews.ca

Print: igraphic@mymts.net

Advertising Deadline: Monday 4:00 pm 
prior to Thursday Publication

View the Express Weekly News online at
www.expressweeklynews.ca

Patricia Barrett - Reporter/Photographer
Cell 204-407-6099 patricia@expressweeklynews.ca

ADVERTISING OR PRINT
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lana Meier 204-292-2128
ads@expressweeklynews.ca
PHONE  204-467-5836
FAX  204-467-2679

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Ty Dilello

oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

elkirk elkirk     ecordecordSelkirk elkirk     ecordecordSelkirk   ecordS The

PUBLISHER
Lana Meier

SALES
Brett Mitchell

ADMINISTRATION
Allana Sawatzky

DISTRIBUTION
Christy Brown

PRODUCTION
Nicole Kapusta

ADMINISTRATION
Jo-Anne Procter

ADMINISTRATION
Corrie Sargent

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Jennifer McFee

PRODUCTION
Debbie Strauss

SPORTS EDITOR
Brian Bowman

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Patricia Barrett

PRINT
Dan Anderson

OUR SISTER PUBLICATIONS

By Patricia Barrett
The City of Selkirk is in the process 

of establishing a position for a com-
munity safety offi  cer, who will assist 
the local RCMP and help keep the city 
safe by undertaking duties that could 
include assisting the RCMP on men-
tal health calls, responding to traffi  c 
violations and conducting bylaw re-
lated activities and enforcement.

The provincial government an-
nounced March 4 that it proclaimed 
legislation (Bill 34) passed in 2023 
and enacted regulations to expand 
the role of community safety offi  cers 
and First Nation safety offi  cers. They 
can now be called on to perform du-
ties such as searches and seizures, 
detentions and arrest, crisis response 
tactics and strategies, road safety and 
traffi  c enforcement and Indigenous 
awareness.

Two or more municipalities are al-
lowed to jointly operate a regional 
community safety offi  cer program.

Safety offi  cers will have to receive 
required training that is currently 
off ered by Assiniboine Community 
College. The training will equip them 
with the powers and protections of a 
peace offi  cer.

The City of Selkirk’s chief adminis-
trative offi  cer Duane Nicol said the 
city currently does not have a com-

munity safety offi  cer, but it has bud-
geted for a position and is in the pro-
cess of obtaining one.

“City council had approved the po-
sition in the budget and project scope 
for 2024. However, with the most 
recent [provincial government] an-
nouncement, the city will be review-
ing the new changes to the Police 
Services Act with Manitoba Justice 
and our local RCMP detachment to 
determine if any changes need to be 
made to the city’s agreement prior to 
it being fi nalized, and if there are any 
additional authorities the city would 
like to take on that have now been in-
cluded in the most recent act chang-
es,” said Nicol. 

The position would deal with all 
the authorities available under the 
act that have been approved by Sel-
kirk council. Some of the authorities 
Selkirk might consider include minor 
infractions under the Highway Traf-
fi c Act. Those could entail improp-
erly stopping at stop or other traffi  c 
authority signs or failing to wear a 
seatbelt. The CSO might also be called 
upon to direct traffi  c in an emergency 
situation.

“Additionally, the city may choose 
to approve authority under the Off -
Road Vehicle Act for helmet usage or 
under the Mental Health Act to assist 

members of the RCMP when request-
ed,” said Nicol. “This position would 
also be responsible for conducting by-
law related activities, including gain-
ing compliance, enforcement actions 
when required and providing public 
education to citizens about city by-
laws and initiatives.”

The CSO would be given authorities 
within Selkirk’s boundaries unless 
the city chooses to sign an agreement 
to provide services in another RM, he 
said.

There are a number of benefi ts to 
Selkirk having a CSO. The position 
would provide increased visibility 
throughout the city to proactively re-
duce crime and give citizens an in-
creased feeling of safety, provide 
support to Selkirk’s existing bylaw 
enforcement and public education 
program, provide support to the 
RCMP, increase response to citizen 
complaints for less serious infractions 
that are often “low priority” for the 
RCMP, said Nicol.

The process to obtain a safety offi  cer 
includes the city having to review the 
authorities available to the position 
and sign an agreement with Manitoba 
Justice and the RCMP “to determine 
which authorities the city would like 
to enforce,” said Nicol. Once that hap-

Selkirk in process of establishing community safety officer position

Cam Dahl of the Manitoba Pork 
Council tells us “every business” can-
not be sustainable without being prof-
itable in his opinion piece published 
in the Express Weekly News on March 
7.

 Even if this was true, it would mean 
our plundered planet likely has little 
chance in sustaining life as we know 
it. He ignores movements like Sus-
tainable Ag, which with the help of 

the federal government is assisting 
farmers in being responsible citizens 
and profi table. Most people are OK 
with taxation to provide services like 
roads, medicare and climate change 
mitigation. The goal of the carbon tax 
is to use money generated to help in 
this and dissuade over-use.

Multi-million-dollar industrial op-
erations (it’s hard to see how these 
are not profi table) need to fi nd ways 

to use less fossil fuel and therefore 
pay less carbon tax. Dahl mentions 
“collaboration” but history shows 
big business’s only goal is profi t. He 
blames the carbon tax on reducing 
profi tablity, but what about the cost 
of all the other inputs — fossil fuel be-
ing top of the list? Why does he not 
request oil companies reduce their 
profi ts to help out his clients?

- Diane Robertson

Continued on page 7
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The eagles have landed

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY BEN HEWSON
A burst of winter blew through the Interlake region on March 6 dumping anywhere 

from 6 to 25 centimetres of snow. The following day, local photographer Ben 

Hewson captured a convocation of bald eagles outside of Gimli. Eagles usually fl y 

alone, although some may follow others to feeding grounds. The white-headed 

bird of prey travels alone or in pairs and breeds in central Canada and migrates 

south in autumn to the west-central and southwestern United States to warmer 

climates during the winter for easier access to food, especially fi sh. They return 

north in the late winter or early spring. Help the Express record the weather of 

the week and send in your photos of friends or family enjoying the outdoors. 

Email: news@expressweeklynews.ca 

Wintertime beauty

EXPRESS PHOTO BY EDWARD PENNER
Edward Penner from the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton took this bucolic 

wintry photo on March 7 of the aftermath of Manitoba’s last signifi cant 

snowfall, saying he’s waiting for summer but winter can be so beautiful.

pens, the city works with the prov-
ince and RCMP to determine stan-
dard operating procedures, training 
requirements and interdepartmental 
interaction.

Nicol broke down the cost to the city 
for a safety offi  cer. 

There would be no cost to train the 
offi  cer as the province is providing 
that at no charge. The position would 
earn $80,533 ($33.62/hr) including 
on-call and budgeted overtime, plus 
$17,890 in benefi ts. The uniform and 
equipment for the position would 
cost $2,500. The vehicle budget — a 
hybrid vehicle including decaling 
and retrofi t with a cage and electron-
ics containment — would be $77,100.

The province said in a news release 

that the changes made to the Police 
Services Act will aff ord communities 
greater protection.

“Bill 34 expands the role of safety of-
fi cers in assisting their local policing 
authority and enables safety offi  cers 
to provide an initial response to safe-
ty threats and detain individuals pos-
ing a safety threat,” said the province 
in the March 4 release. “The updated 
community and First Nation safety 
offi  cer regulations expand these au-
thorities further, adding additional 
provincial off ences and enforcement 
powers.”

The Express contacted the RM of 
Gimli for comment on the communi-
ty safety offi  cer program but did not 
get a response.

>  SAFETY OFFICER, FROM PG. 6



By Patricia Barrett
The RCMP found themselves work-

ing on two fronts late last month after 
someone reported gunfi re at a resi-
dence on Lake Avenue in Gimli and 
social media posts claimed there was 
an active shooter in town.

Schools went into lockdown shortly 
after 1 p.m. on Feb. 29 after notifi ed 
by the Gimli RCMP that the service 
had received a report of gunfi re. Then 
some time later, social media posts 
began popping up about an “active 
shooter” in town, resulting in a de-
gree of panic and some businesses 
locking their doors.

Posts on community social media 
sites such as Meanwhile in Winni-
peg Beach had a post saying, “Ac-
tive shooter in Gimli they are in lock 
down,” and Meanwhile in Gimli had 
a post saying, “Due to an active shoot-
er in Gimli and lockdown at schools 
[a program] is cancelled.”

RCMP media relations offi  cer Sgt. 

Paul Manaigre said the information 
the Gimli RCMP received from the 
caller who reported gunfi re at the res-
idence and the information that was 
eventually posted on social media 
sites were greatly at odds, and RCMP 
media relations realized it was “get-
ting out of hand” and they’d have to 
do something.

“The information that was provided 
to police was vastly diff erent than 
what was put on social media by 
rumour. So that’s why [media rela-
tions] reached out to the Gimli RCMP 
detachment, saying, ‘What’s going 
on here?’” said Manaigre. “Once we 
made them aware of 
what was out on social 
media, they said, ‘That’s 
not what’s going on.’”

The Gimli detachment 
had responded to a re-
port of a male discharg-
ing a fi rearm towards to 
people during a dispute 
at a house on Lake Av-
enue on Feb. 29. Two 
people had left the scene 
and contacted the po-
lice. The following day, 
RCMP issued an arrest 
warrant for 28-year-old Joseph Hen-
derson of Fort Alexander, who has yet 
to be located.

RCMP media relations became 
aware of social media posts about 
an active shooter at about 2:15 p.m. 
on the day of the incident, said Ma-
naigre. The department then called 
the Gimli detachment to gather facts 
about the incident and write an advi-
sory notice, which was posted online 
around 3 p.m.

The notice advised the public that 
the Gimli RCMP had responded to a 
“shots fi red complaint” at a residence 
where the suspects and residents were 
known to each other and that nobody 
was injured. The suspect had fl ed the 

scene and the RCMP were patrolling 
the area.

Manaigre said the RCMP’s call to 
schools (or the Evergreen School Di-
vision) just after 1 p.m. was precau-
tionary after offi  cers had undertaken 
a risk assessment of the situation at 
the residence. There was also no need 
to send out an emergency alert via cell 
phones.

“I don’t think it was needed. If you 
think there’s a gunman on the street, 
then that would be the right response. 
But that’s not the call that came into 

the police,” said Mana-
igre. “That’s where the 
problem is. What was 
reported to us is not 
what social media put 
out. And that’s why 
people are upset by 
this.” 

The call that had come 
into the RCMP detach-
ment indicated there 
had been an argument 
at the house, a fi rearm 
was drawn and point-
ed, and as the male sus-

pect exited the house, he fi red the gun 
into the air.

“That’s a very common type of 
call for RCMP in Manitoba to get,” 
said Manaigre. “We knew someone 
had discharged a fi rearm, but we 
also knew there was no one running 
around town shooting at people or 
trying to scare people. This was iso-
lated. It then became a matter of track-
ing the suspect down and fi nding out 
where the gun is.”

The municipality was told about the 
incident after the RCMP was made 
aware of what was being posted so-
cial media, he added. The service’s fo-
cus was on fi nding the suspect rather 
than monitoring what was being said 

on social media.
Manaigre said the Gimli RCMP re-

sponse was appropriate to their train-
ing. 

“If we get a call about gunfi re, we 
have to do a risk assessment of the 
situation. Someone could be dis-
charging a fi rearm on a rural prop-
erty and it turns out someone is just 
target shooting out back. Or someone 
is hunting in a place they’re not sup-
posed to be. Or sometimes it’s a call 
about a disturbance at a house party 
where things get out of control and 
someone pulls a gun and fi res shots in 
the air,” said Manaigre. “The RCMP 
has to gather information to fi nd out 
exactly what is going on then respond 
accordingly based on that risk assess-
ment.”

He said RCMP also acted accord-
ingly during a “high-risk takedown” 
of a person that day that police had 
thought might be the suspect they 
were looking for and who might be 
armed. 

Because it was determined that a 
shooter was not running around the 
streets of Gimli, the Evergreen School 
Division was notifi ed that they could 
proceed to release their students at 
the end of the normal school day.

Manaigre said there’s really no way 
to prevent rumours spreading on so-
cial media in future.

“It’s something the RCMP can’t fo-
cus on. It’s up to people to not spread 
false rumours,” he said. “I can under-
stand you might want to post a con-
cern if you’ve heard gunshots. But 
for someone to say there’s an active 
shooter running around Gimli, that’s 
twisting things dramatically. That’s 
fearmongering.”

The Express reached out to the RM 
of Gimli and council for comment but 
did not get a response.

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
An RCMP vehicle is shown at the former detachment in downtown Gimli.

FACEBOOK
A post about an active shooter in Gimli 

on the community Facebook page 

Meanwhile in Winnipeg Beach.

Social media posts about ‘active shooter’ in Gimli cause difficulties for RCMP 
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AA Meetings in Ashern
Open Meeting

Time: 6-7pm Fridays 
Starting Friday March 3rd.

Location: #11 2nd Ave North
-Pioneer Manor

( beside the main door entrance 
of Pioneer Manor)

Contact AAMBCO@mts.net

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Erikesdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

All ages welcome.

 “IT’S UP TO 

PEOPLE TO NOT 

SPREAD FALSE 

RUMOURS.”
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Arborg Heritage Village
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, March 20th
6:30 PM

Heritage Village Hall
All Members are welcome to attend

Light lunch served

By Autumn Fehr
As the agriculture industry contin-

ues to evolve, so do the challenges 
with farm safety — pushing produc-
ers to embrace a culture of safety in 
the industry. 

On Jan. 24, the federal and provincial 
governments, through the Sustain-
able Canadian Agricultural Partner-
ship — a fi ve-year, $3.5-billion invest-
ment by the governments to support 
the industry — announced they will 
invest more than $1.5 million over 
the next fi ve years in the Keystone 
Agricultural Producers (KAP) for the 
FarmSafe Manitoba program to pro-
mote safe and healthy farm opera-
tions in Manitoba. 

“As equipment and practices evolve 
and change the day-to-day realities 
on Canadian farms, it’s vitally im-
portant that we take steps to protect 
our agricultural workers and their 
families,” said federal Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Minister Lawrence 
MacAulay. “This important invest-
ment will help farmers access essen-
tial tools and information to manage 
risks eff ectively and keep farming op-
erations in Manitoba safe, sustainable 
and productive.” 

The Canadian Agricultural Injury 
Reporting’s most recent fi ndings 
prove this investment to be crucial.

The report found that between 1990 
and 2020, 2,814 agriculture-related fa-
talities were reported in Canada, av-
eraging 91 deaths per year. However, 
between 2006 and 2020, the average 
number of fatalities dropped by 70 a 
year. 

Even though this report shows a sig-
nifi cant decrease in fatalities on Ca-
nadian farms, it still shows that lives 
are being lost in the workplace, which 
means work still needs to be done to 
promote farm safety education and 
support. 

The FarmSafe Manitoba program 
provides resources for farm safety, 
such as machinery operation, live-
stock handling, chemical handling 
and emergency preparedness. The 
program aims to reduce workplace 
injuries and fatalities and promote a 
safety culture within the agricultural 
community. 

The program is led by Keystone, 
Manitoba’s general farm policy or-
ganization representing farmers and 
commodity organizations across the 
province. 

FarmSafe Manitoba provides farm-
specifi c resources, safety assessments, 
hazard identifi cation, risk manage-
ment guidance and training sessions. 

“This funding provides KAP with 
the ability to deliver the FarmSafe 

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
While farm-related fatalities have decreased in recent 

years, lives are still being lost in the workplace, prompting 

a welcome investment in safety initiatives by government 

stakeholders. 

Safety top of mind for farmers, governments

Manitoba program, which provides Manitoba producers 
with a suite of resources, tools and services to help them 
manage safety on their farms,” said Jill Verwey, president 
of KAP. “With an increased demand for these tools and 
services, KAP will be able to support Manitoba producers 
in their eff orts to be safer in their operations and continue 
to promote what they have available at their disposal.”

For farmers like Craig Riese, who has worked as a pro-
ducer in the Selkirk area for 30 years, farm safety is a “day-
to-day thing.”

“They (KAP) put the tools and the resources in place so 
farmers like myself can contact them, and they can help 
you put your safety plan in place. They will come out and 
tour your farm. I’ve had them out in the past. KAP can’t 
fund this program themselves — they need the money 
from the provincial and federal government to keep this 
program going,” Riese said. 

Growing up on a farm, he’s seen the fi rsthand evolution 
of technologies and the importance of considering farm 
safety in all his daily operations as a grain farmer, harvest-
ing wheat, canola, soybeans and corn. 

Riese’s daily duties vary depending on the season. For 
example, a day in January is very diff erent from a day in 
May through November, he said. But no matter the sea-

son, safety is always a part of it. 
“No longer can a farmer just be enrolled in the Workers 

Compensation Board and think that’s a farm safety plan. 
When you have employees, as many farms have now, that 
are not family members, you are, under the law, obligated 
to have them in Workers Compensation, but that’s not 
the end of where the farm safety needs to be. That’s just a 
starting point,” he said. “We have to, as farmers now with 
employees, prove that we are taking safety seriously, that 
we are training our staff  and that we’re giving our staff  
the tools that they need to work safely.”

Riese has taken advantage of the FarmSafe program. 
Specifi cally, the documentation aspect has been enlight-
ening for him, and he has learned just how important it is 
to know your plan and what you are doing.

“It’s unimportant until something goes wrong, but if 
something goes wrong, the onus is on the farmer to prove 

Continued on page 16
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TAKE 
ADVANTAGE 

OF OUR EARLY 
DELIVERY 
PROGRAM!

TAKE 
ADVANTAGE 

OF OUR EARLY 
DELIVERY 
PROGRAM!

Early delivery.
Delayed payment.

Summer Dyed Diesel 
Now Available

Purchase at Today’s Price
*Pay by June 20, 2024*

Early delivery.
Delayed payment.

Summer Dyed Diesel 
Now Available

Purchase at Today’s Price
*Pay by June 20, 2024*

SPRING 
OIL SALE

SPRING 
DIESEL SALE

alex.ferris@ukfarmerscoop.com alex.ferris@ukfarmerscoop.com

By Patricia Barrett
Students at Winnipeg Beach School raised $2,108 

last month for the Gimli Humane Society and Can-
cerCare Manitoba to show their appreciation for 
the services the two organizations provide.

Teacher Kayla Mellen said students in her grades 
4 to 5 class spearheaded the fundraiser after receiv-
ing a donation of two Winnipeg Jets tickets from 
Prairie Docks, which supplies fl oating docks. The 
class created a Jets prize package, which was raffl  ed 
off  to raise the money.

“The class discussed this and decided that in 
some way and at some point in their lives, they’ve 
all been aff ected by the hardships of cancer, thus 
their support of CancerCare Manitoba in this fund-
raiser,” said Mellen. “The other cause that the class 
felt deserved some support and recognition is the 
local humane society in Gimli.  They all agreed that 
sometimes the animals get forgotten in diffi  cult 
times, especially in the winter season.”

The humane society and CancerCare each re-
ceived $1,054. Mellen said although it was her class 
that initiated the fundraiser, the entire school band-
ed together to sell tickets for the draw. 

“After a month of fundraising, the school brought 
in $2,108. The proceeds were split evenly between 
the two selected causes, and both organizations 
were incredibly grateful,” said Mellen. “Cancer-
Care Manitoba acknowledged the donation and 
certifi ed Winnipeg Beach School as offi  cial Heros 
for Hope. They shared a video representing how 
donations can be made and how much donations 
mean to those battling cancer or the families af-

fected.”
Animal control offi  cer Cindy Salamandyk of the 

Gimli Humane Society went to the school to meet 
the students and teachers and receive the funds, 
which will be put towards the welfare of the ani-
mals the shelter cares for and puts up for adoption.

“We are exceptionally proud of all the students 
and deeply grateful to be one of their selected 

charities, along with CancerCare Manitoba. It was 
a pleasure getting to meet the students and their 
teachers. The proceeds will be used directly to the 
benefi t of the animals,” said Salamandyk. “Today’s 
children are the future generation of animal lovers 
and animal advocates. Let us all do our share to set 
a good example as the future of animal welfare de-
pends on it.”

EXPRESS PHOTO COURTESY OF KAYLA MELLEN
Animal control offi  cer Cindy Salamandyk (left) from the Gimli Humane Society accepted a cheque for $1,054 

from grades 4 and 5 students at Winnipeg Beach School. With help from their teacher Kayla Mellen (right), 

the students organized a fundraiser last month to help the humane society and CancerCare Manitoba. The 

entire school helped with the fundraiser.

Winnipeg Beach School raises over $2,100 for GHS and CancerCare 
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How to save extra money this tax season

  info@elmcpa.ca           204.272.7946

Your trusted partner 
for accounting, tax and 
bookkeeping services 
Providing expert support for small to 
medium-sized private businesses, non-profit 
organizations, and individuals 

Taxation 
Keeping up-to-date in an ever-changing and complex tax environment to 
ensure compliance and optimization in your taxes

Personal income tax season is 
coming and with a more complex 
system every year, it makes good 
sense to have an expert prepare 
your taxes to ensure you’re receiv-
ing the best return possible. The 
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) 
has put out a lot of new legislation 
this year, with what seems to be a 
record number of changes. Erica 
Minarik, owner of ELM Chartered 
Professional Accountant Inc. (ELM 
CPA), is here to walk you through 
some of those changes that could 

One of the bigger changes is how 
remote employees can claim ex-
penses while working from home. 
Since 2020, remote employees have 
been able to claim the temporary 

working-from-home expenses. As 
of this year, employees now need 
to meet certain criteria and obtain 
a signed T2200 form from their em-
ployer before being able to claim 
expenses.

Minarik says if you recently ren-
ovated your home, consider if you 
are eligible to claim the existing 
Home Accessibility Tax Credit or 
the new Multigenerational Home 
Renovation Tax Credit. The CRA 
has also added to the list of eligible 
medical expenses this year, includ-
ing the additional cost of an aspher-

ic lens over a basic lens during cat-
aract surgery.

If you are looking to maximize 
your return, Minarik recommends 
seeking out professional tax prepa-
ration services and advice. “Find 
someone you trust, someone that 
is staying on top of these changes, 
and takes time to analyze your tax 
return, not just prepare it.”

in October 2023, Minarik worked as 
an accountant for the last 16 years 
in Winnipeg. Staying rooted in the 
values of accessibility is important 
to Minarik, so this tax season she is 
bringing her personal tax prepara-
tion services to the Interlake region 

-
fer to submit their documents elec-

portal on her website.
-

narik’s heart as her happy place 
and home of her late Amma and 

only ever missed one Islendingada-
gurinn and was especially proud to 
be one of my Amma’s attendants 
when she was Fjallkona.”

Minarik would love to be of ser-
vice to you in this upcoming tax 
season and beyond. You can reach 
her by phone at (204) 272-7946 or 
email at info@elmcpa.ca.

By Lana Meier
Canadian Agricultural Safety Week 

(CASW ) takes place March 10 to 16, 
and this year, farmers, farm families, 
farm workers and farming communi-
ties are encouraged to consider how 
they plan for #FarmSafetyEveryday.

CASW, a yearly event organized 
by CASA, aims to promote the sig-
nifi cance of safe agriculture through-
out Canada. The concluding phase 
of their three-year safety campaign, 
titled “Your Farm, Your Family, Your 
Success: Safety is Our Heritage,” con-
tinues to emphasize the importance 
of safety in agriculture.

This year, the focus of organizers is 
on off ering practical safety tips and 
promoting discussions about farm 
safety. The goal is to highlight the 
signifi cant role that safety plays in en-
suring the prosperity and lasting im-
pact of farming businesses.

“There is no question that farm acci-
dents can have a devastating toll with 
physical, psychological and fi nancial 
consequences,” says Andrea Lear, 
CASA’s chief executive offi  cer. “But 
we also know that many on-farm inci-
dents are preventable. That’s why we 
want to provide Canadian produc-
ers with the tools and resources they 
need to protect the health and safety 
of everyone who lives and works on 
or visits farms and ranches. Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Week serves as a 

reminder that farm 
safety is important 
year-round and that 
by working together, 
we can ensure a safer 
agricultural sector.”

Annually, CASA 
promotes safety on 
Canadian farms 
through CASW. This 
year, CN, Syngenta 
Canada, Canadian 
Canola Growers Association, Fertiliz-
er Canada and Parrish & Heimbecker 
are sponsoring the event.

More resources and information 
related to CASW can be found at ag-
safetyweek.ca. The media kit on the 
website includes a variety of materi-
als such as feature stories, safety ad-
vice articles, public service announce-
ments and graphics.

The CASA is a non-profi t organiza-
tion that works towards enhancing 
the well-being of farmers, their fami-
lies and workers in the agricultural 
sector. It receives partial funding from 
the Canadian government through 
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultur-
al Partnership, a joint eff ort between 
federal, provincial and territorial au-
thorities. For more information, visit 
www.casa-acsa.ca, fi nd them on Face-
book or LinkedIn or follow them on X 
@planfarmsafety.

Farmers and ranchers are encouraged to plan for #FarmSafetyEveryday
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON
Fans cheered on their favourite legendary NHL Winnipeg Jets alumni 

and friends when they faced off  against Arborg Ice Dawgs and local rec 

hockey players in a fundraising hockey game last Friday. The Jets alumni 

won the game 9-3 and featured players like Nigel Dawes, Dustin Boyd, 

Derek Meech, Perry Miller, Andrew Murray, Shaun Heshka, Justin Kurtz, 

Ryan Garbutt, Russ Romaniuk, Ray Neufeld, Darryl Stanley and others. 

Approximately 400 fans enjoyed the unique up-close and personal 

experience. 

“It was a great community event with smiles from ear to ear on the kids, 

especially when the Jets players handed out autographed mini sticks 

after each period,” said Arborg-Bifrost Parks & Recreation Commission’s 

recreation manager Tom Chwaliboga.

NHL alumni face off in support of Arborg community
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We are happy to help you with:

We are proud to be part of your community

Talbot & Associates  (204) 768-2346  talbotcpa.ca

7, 1st Ave South, Ashern, MB R0C 0E0

ashern@talbotcpa.ca

Monday to Thursday 

9 am - 7 pm

Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

Closed Sunday 

‘Tax Season’ Extended Hours

Corporate and personal tax returns
including farm and business ... 

and more!

Closed daily 12:30-1:30 for lunch

By Autumn Fehr
World-class curler Kerri Einarson 

and husband Kyle recently led a curl-
ing clinic in Eriksdale, with a par-
ticular focus on youth as the driving 
force for developing this foundational 
sport.

On March 2, 21 curlers aged nine 
to 17 attended a curling clinic hosted 
by the Einarsons, including their two 
daughters, Khloe and Kamryn.

“Doing clinics like this one is so im-
portant for youth in sports and get-
ting children involved in curling. It’s 
such a great sport, and I love giving 
back to this amazing game as much as 
I can,” said Kerri.

“Curling is a grassroots sport, and 
we need to grow it more, so getting 
youth involved as much as we can 
will help.” 

The Eriksdale Curling Club off ers 
“learn to curl” events like this one 
throughout the season. This is the fi rst 
clinic with world-class curlers pro-
viding their knowledge but certainly 
not the last. 

The curlers were split into three 
groups in the morning. Kerri went 
back and forth between the groups, 
imparting her expertise to each in-
dividual. The clinic was fi lled with a 
variety of drills, sweeping tips and 
delivery techniques. In the afternoon, 
they engaged in games while the in-
structors off ered guidance on strat-
egy. 

Access Credit Union supplied drinks 
and snacks, and the Arena Café pro-
vided a delicious lunch for the group.

“The event was a huge success. 
Many of the curlers and their parents 
commented on how much fun they 
had and how much they learned. 
Viewers enjoyed watching Kerri and 
Kyle Einarson sharing their knowl-
edge,” said Donna Pool, treasurer of 
the Eriksdale Curling Club and one of 
the clinic organizers.

Kerri instructs two of Eriksdale’s 
high school curlers, Aiden Spalding 
and Jersi Godfrey. Melanie Spalding 
contacted Kerri to schedule the event, 
Pool added.

Freya Darknell, a Grade 6 student 
and attendee of the clinic, expressed 
her enjoyment in meeting the Einar-
son family.

“They taught me lots of tips and 
tricks about sliding out, throwing the 
rock and how to position my body 
in the hack to get the perfect shot. … 
Thanks to Eriksdale Curling Club and 
everyone for organizing the amazing 
opportunity,” she said.

The curler’s top pick of the day’s 
games was aiming and throwing the 
rock between two cups.

Darknell participates in the curl-
ing club’s after-school program on 
Wednesdays, run by Brad and Dianna 
Drews for students in grades fi ve and 
up. The club off ers aff ordable rates to 
its school curlers with free curling on 
Fridays, monitored by curling club 
members.

“There are very limited opportuni-
ties for youth to socialize and exercise 
and have fun in rural Manitoba. The 
clinic showcases the skills of our curl-
ers while off ering the opportunity to 
excel at a higher level. Curling is part 
of our fabric and off ers a very aff ord-
able sport. Community does not exist 
without our youth,” said Pool.

The clinic would not have been pos-
sible without the generous grant giv-
en by the Darryl K. Seaman Canadian 
Hockey Fund at the Calgary Founda-
tion.  

Attendees from the local commu-
nity came by the clinic to observe the 
event at various times.

According to Pool, the community 
was thrilled by the incredible oppor-
tunity presented to its youth and was 
grateful for Kerri, Kyle and their fam-
ily’s selfl ess dedication.

“The Einarsons are amazing ambas-

sadors, focusing on fun, learning and 
sportsmanship. Kerri, having worn 
the Canadian fl ag on her back, speaks 
for itself. Sharing the ice with the Ein-
arson family provided a glimpse into 
the bigger picture of curling.” 

Meanwhile, Kerri said she and Kyle 
had fun teaching the students. 

“There were so many talented kids 
that I could see having a future in this 
sport. Our daughters, Khloe and Ka-
mryn, also helped us teach. They ab-
solutely love the sport just as much as 
we do,” said Kerri.

As the curling season is coming to an 
end, Pool said plans are already un-
derway for next year, including add-
ing additional clinics and hopefully 
adding another world-class curler to 
the mix.

In 2025, the curling rink will mark its 
60th anniversary. Keep an eye out for 
upcoming events that will be high-
lighted in the Express Weekly News
next year.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY DONNA POOL 
Gimli’s Kerri Einarson and husband Kyle 

were in Eriksdale on March 2 to help 

youth curlers better their game.

Canada’s best shares tips with future curling stars

$ $

$

F

will be performing at the

FRASERWOOD HALL
on Saturday, April 20, 2024

Doors Open: 6:30 pm
Performance: 7:00 pm

Tickets: $20.00 or $25.00 at the door

ee

ALL

“Bring a Tin for the Bin”“Bring a Tin for the Bin”

For more information

Call CHRISTINE at 
204-795-9546
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By Katelyn Boulanger
Premier Wab Kinew and Environ-

ment and Climate Change Minister 
Tracy Schmidt joined Mayor Larry Jo-
hannson to announce the solar glass 
manufacturing facility is moving for-
ward. 

“Today (Feb. 14), we are moving for-
ward with Canadian Premium Sands 
(CPS) to mine critical minerals here in 
Manitoba. They will mine silica sand 
that will be used to manufacture solar 
glass panels at a brand new facility 
right here in Selkirk,” said Kinew.

He said that this project would posi-
tion Manitoba as a leader in the low 
carbon economy of the future. 

“We will support CPS to establish 
impact benefi t agreements with First 
Nations and Métis governments. We 
want to ensure that our commitment 
to economic reconciliation is brought 
to life and how we carry this project 
to fruition,” said Kinew.

The Manitoba government has re-
leased information stating that this 
glass facility is projected to produce 
up to 800 tonnes of solar glass per 
day. The Manitoba Bureau of Statis-
tics has assessed the overall economic 
impact of these projects, which it re-

ports would create 250 direct jobs for 
Manitobans as well as 600 to 700 jobs 
during the construction phase. The 
extraction project is estimated to cre-
ate another 30 jobs near Hollow Water 
First Nation.

Schmidt said, “Manitoba has an op-
portunity to become a leader in clean 
energy and this project will move us 
forward towards that goal by helping 
us meet our net-zero targets. Today’s 
announcement helps us do just that. It 
comes after months of careful review 
of the appeals by our government 
and this is over and above the lengthy 
review done by our departmental 
experts who issued the licences fi rst 
in 2023. Dismissing these appeals 
removes the fi nal unknown for the 
company as they continue moving 
forward with the goal of having shov-
els in the ground this summer.”

The projects received Environment 
Act licence approvals between 2019 
and 2023.

Mayor Johannson called this an-
nouncement fantastic. 

“We know the importance of a new 
clean green future for the generations 
of Manitobans to come. With this 

plan, and with Manitoba Hydro elec-
tricity, this green initiative will lead 
to Manitoba what oil and gas was to 

Alberta in the past. This is going to be 
the future,” said Johannson.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY BRETT MITCHELL
Premier Wab Kinew and Environment and Climate Change Minister Tracy Schmidt 

joined Mayor Larry Johannson at the Gaynor Family Regional Library to announce 

that solar glass facility will move forward. 

Movement forward for Selkirk solar glass facility
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Call today if you would like to consign your items!

By Becca Myskiw
This spring, the East Interlake Wa-

tershed District (EIWD) will be re-
ceiving more than 16,000 seedlings to 
be planted in the Interlake.

Through the federal government’s 2 
Billion Trees program, EIWD will be 
able to distribute the 16,000 seedlings 
to landowners, producers and com-
munities that applied to be part of 
the watershed district’s tree planting 
program.

EIWD’s tree planting program is in 
partnership with the provincial and 
federal governments. The program 
aims to provide landowners and 
municipalities within the watershed 
boundaries with multiple tree-plant-
ing opportunities. Individuals or 
groups can also apply to EIWD for as-
sistance with plan design, seedlings, 
mulch, planting equipment or fund-
ing support to plant trees. 

Tree planting projects the water-
shed district supports are traditional 
shelterbelts, eco-buff er shelterbelts 
(also known as native, diverse or 
dense, shelterbelts), reforestation, 
agroforestry, riparian enhancement/
shoreline protection and urban tree 
planting projects, in areas like parks, 
boulevards and public spaces. Cur-
rently, their tree planting programs 
are supported by the Government 
of Manitoba’s Growing Outcomes in 
Watersheds program, the Manitoba 
Resilient Agricultural Landscape Pro-
gram and the federal government’s 2 
Billion Trees program.

Zoe Bailey, EIWD project co-ordina-
tor, said most of the 16,000 seedlings 
coming this May will be planted into 
eco-buff er shelterbelts on agricultural 
land with assistance from EIWD staff . 

This spring’s plantings are focused 
between Stonewall and Arborg, but 
Bailey said anyone within the water-
shed’s boundaries is welcome and 
encouraged to apply. All program 
participants’ planting sites will be 
monitored by an EIWD staff  member 
for fi ve years, and the trees are ex-
pected to stay in place indefi nitely.

EIWD is also working with the 2 Bil-
lion Trees program to provide munic-
ipalities within the boundaries with 
trees for public property plantings in 
boulevards, parks and other public 
spaces. 

“Municipalities will be responsible 
to tend these trees for three years and 
maintain them until maturity,” said 
Bailey.

Participating in the program is easy. 
Successful applicants will receive 
seedlings or funding for them, mulch 
and use of the tree planter in exchange 
for preparing the land, planting the 
seedlings, and watering and weed-
ing the plants until establishment. 
Successful applicants are determined 
based on the ecological goods the ser-
vice will provide, eligibility, available 
funding, how the project aligns with 
the Integrated Watershed Manage-
ment Plan goals and board approval.

“Planting trees is essential to creat-
ing a sustainable and resilient future,” 
said Bailey. “Trees play a crucial role 
in climate change mitigation by se-
questering carbon, regulating local 
temperatures and creating microcli-
mates. Treed areas reduce runoff  after 
rain events and spring runoff , which 
reduces fl ooding and also increases 
groundwater recharge. Additionally, 
trees reduce erosion, stabilize soils 
and provide important wildlife and 

pollinator habitat.”
Bailey said it’s never too late to ap-

ply for EIWD’s tree planting program, 
as applications are always open. Cur-
rently, the watershed district is plan-
ning for fall planting projects, so ap-
plications received now would be for 
the 2025 spring plant. Continuous 
support of programs like this one al-
lows EIWD to continue supporting 
local landowners, producers and mu-
nicipalities in all their work.

“Planting trees increases biodiver-
sity, which improves overall ecologi-
cal function,” said Bailey. “Outside of 
the environmental benefi ts of plant-
ing trees, there has also been a lot of 
research done around the importance 
of trees for human health and well-
being. It is critical that we keep plant-
ing trees for the next generation.”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
The East Interlake Watershed District will be planting 16,000 trees with 

landowners, producers and communities to support the watershed program.

East Interlake Watershed District expecting 16,000 trees

that they’ve done safety training and 
have a safe plan for their farm,” said 
Riese. 

Riese encourages all Manitoba farm-
ers to take advantage of the free pro-
gram to fi nd out where their short-
comings are or what they can do to 
take some small steps to start docu-
menting safety on the farm.

“As the owners and operators of 
their farming operations, farmers 
and ranchers need to be supported in 
the eff orts they take to protect them-
selves, their families and their work-
ers,” said Manitoba Agriculture Min-
ister Ron Kostyshyn. 

“FarmSafe Manitoba is an invalu-
able resource that gives producers the 
ability to use their knowledge and ex-
perience to foster a safety culture that 
promotes physical and mental well-
being.”

>   SAFETY TOP OF MIND, 

FROM PG. 9
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By Patricia Barrett
An athlete from Gimli picked up three gold 

medals at the Special Olympics games earlier this 
month and is continuing his training while he waits 
to hear whether he’ll qualify for the international 
winter games in Italy next year.

Alec Baldwin, who has autism, won the three gold 
medals in snowshoeing after competing for Team 
Manitoba in the 800 metre race, the 1600 metre race 
and the 4 x 400 metre relay at the winter games, 
which were held in Calgary a few weeks ago.

“I’d like to thank the coaches, staff , volunteers and 
medics who helped me be better and strong,” said 
Alec, who is a member of the Selkirk-based Inter-
lake Athletics Club.

The Special Olympics Canada Winter Games were 
held in Calgary from Feb. 27 to March 2 with over 
400 visitors, including athletes, coaches and fami-
lies and friends. A team of 56 athletes represented 
Manitoba. 

Athletes with intellectual disabilities from across 
Canada competed in the games to achieve person-
al bests and have an opportunity to be named to 
Special Olympics’ Team Canada. Participants who 
qualifi ed through provincial and territorial games, 
competed in eight sports including curling, cross-
country skiing, fi gure skating and snowshoeing. 
Team Toba placed 4th behind Ontario, BC and Al-
berta with 16 Gold, 24 Silver and 16 Bronze med-
als. Interlake Athletics athletes Savannah Thomp-
son (who trained with Sargent Park Racers) Nolan 
Penner and Alec Baldwin accounted for 9.

Savannah Thompson achieved personal best 
times in all her races and won Gold in the 222m, 
Silver in the 333m and Bronze in both the 111m and 
500 m races.

Nolan Penner came home with a Bronze in 100 m 
and Gold in the 4 X 100m relay in Snowshoeing.

Alec has participated in four Special Olympics 
winter games. In addition to Calgary this year, he 
competed in Alberta in 2012, Newfoundland and 
Labrador in 2016 and Ontario in 2020. He has taken 
part in summer national games in Nova Scotia and 
British Columbia and also competed last year at the 
international games in Berlin, Germany, where he 
won two gold medals and a bronze in track, relay 
and the running long jump.

A lack of snow this winter didn’t stop Alec from 
perfecting his snowshoeing technique and speed. 
When Manitoba did receive snow, Alec practised 
with his club in Kildonan Park in Winnipeg. He 
also trained with the club at the high school in Sel-
kirk and with two other Manitoba teams at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba’s Max Bell Centre.

“For training, I did plenty of exercise. I did power 
bursts, agility training sets, long running, sprinting 
and intervals,” he said. “I did my best running on 
the track with Team Bulldogs and Team Navvies in 
Max Bell Centre.”

During periods of heavy snowfall while he was 
training, he went “full sprint, pressing through the 
harsh winter conditions,” he said.

Alec said he is looking forward to fi nding out 
whether he will be selected to compete at the in-
ternational winter games in Italy in 2025. Selection 
of the athletes has not yet been announced and he 
doesn’t know when that will happen.

He had been invited to compete at an international 
games in Russia, but that got delayed by the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic then cancelled altogether 

after Russia invaded Ukraine.
“I have a good chance to go to Internationals. I 

qualifi ed with points and that’s what telling me I 
did well for qualifying. It could be interesting and 
I can hardly wait. It would be what I’d like. I’ve 
never gone to international winter games, just sum-
mer games. Last year it was my fi rst time at inter-
national summer games,” he said. “And this year 
I’m getting better. I didn’t have a false start [he had 
once started a fraction too early during a 2023 non-
qualifying race] when I was listening to the gun 
shoot in the air. I didn’t have a false start since.”

While he waits to fi nd out whether he’ll be going 
to Italy, Alec said he’s picked up his training rou-
tine.

“I am going to continue to train and my mom 
helps me with running on the treadmill [at home],” 
he said. “I also appreciate that she helps me and 
make me strong enough.”

Alec’s mom, Tanis Benson, said she sees how 
dedicated he is to training and was so pleased he 
earned three gold medals in snowshoeing.

“I was really happy for him because I’m here with 
him all the time and I know how much he trains, 
and how much he changed his diet. He didn’t eat 
Christmas candy because he was monitoring his 
diet, eating healthy and going to bed early. Even 
at the games he didn’t go to a movie because he 
wanted to get a good night’s sleep,” she said. “He’s 
taking an active role in his own training, decid-
ing what training he’s doing. We have a personal 
trainer who has developed some routines for him. 
That includes yoga. He got two gold [in individual 
snowshoeing competitions] and he really worked 
hard for that all year. He trained six days a week.”

Alec’s Interlake Athletics coach Lena Kublick said 
he is an “incredibly dedicated and gifted athlete” 
that gives it his all every time.

“Running in snowshoes unbelievably challenging 

from a cardiovascular standpoint as well as requir-
ing strength, and Alec had been training since July 
[2023],” said Kublick. “He participated in cross-
training, with cycling and running involved. He 
did the 4 x 400, the 800 and the 1600 metre races, 
which are incredibly demanding races, and Alec 
makes it look easy.”

Kublick said athletic training requires a huge time 
commitment not only from Alec, but also for his 
parents as they have to commute between Gimli 
and Selkirk and Winnipeg. 

“Alec is dedicated and his parents are equally 
dedicated,” she said. “They’re committed to getting 
him to club practices and following through with 
his fi tness regimes outside of practice times.”

The Interlake Athletics club has a diverse group 
of athletes whose youngest member is 10 years old 
and the oldest member is 69 years old, said Kub-
lick. And spending time with them every week is 
the “best hour” of her week.

Alec and other athletes had to qualify for the 
games in Calgary as part of Team Manitoba. 

“The fact that Alec and other athletes from our 
club qualifi ed was super exciting for the club,” said 
Kublick, who in the past had periodically volun-
teered with the club to help with special events and 
who’s now in her second year of volunteer coach-
ing. “The other members who didn’t qualify were 
equally involved in terms of cheering them on and 
following the games. We have developed a real 
community with our athletes and with the families 
and caregivers that are involved. Everyone is sup-
portive of each other.”

She doesn’t know what the criteria will be for the 
upcoming world games in Italy, but Kublick said 
she’d be surprised if Alec doesn’t qualify.

The 2025 Special Olympics World Winter Games 
are scheduled to take place in Turin, Italy, from 
March 8-17. It will feature eight sports, including 
fi gure skating, snowshoeing and skiing.

EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF TANIS BENSON
Alec Baldwin won three gold medals at the Special 

Olympics national winter games held in Calgary 

earlier this month.

Alec visits with therapy dog Rocky, who was part 

of the Special Olympics games. Alec loves dogs and 

has competed with his own dogs at dog shows and 

is well known in Gimli for hosting an annual outdoor 

dog party in the summer. 

Gimli’s Baldwin wins three gold medals at Special Olympics nationals
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By Brian Bowman
The U15 AA Interlake Lightning lost 

4-1 to the Lord Selkirk/Seven Oaks 
Rebels in Game 1 of their best-of-fi ve 
championship series last Sunday in 
St. Norbert.

“That game wasn’t very good. We 
were a little low on energy, but we’ll 
see how the rest of the series will 
go,” said Lightning head coach Cody 
King. 

The Lightning started slow this sea-
son but improved quite a bit to reach 
the fi nal series. 

“We had a lot of fi rst-year kids and it 
was their fi rst year of body contact so 

they were trying to fi gure out (what 
it is) and we got off  to a really slow 
start,” King said. “But we just kept 
plugging away and keeping focused 
on getting better throughout the year 
and we’re playing our best going to 
the playoff s. We had a pretty good 
fi nish to the season and have carried 
it onto the playoff s. I’m pretty happy 
with how we’re playing.”

Interlake wants to quickly turn this 
series around into their favour.

“Hopefully, we can get back on track 
and go from there,” King said. 

Game 2 was played this past Tues-
day but no score was available. Game 
3 is set for Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 
Century Arena in south Winnipeg.

King added that this group of young 
players — and their parents — were 
enjoyable to work with this season.

“They are a great group of kids and 
a good group of parents. No issues,” 
he said. “It was a pretty fun year.” EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER

The U15 AA Interlake Lightning’s Ryder Jacobson heads up the ice against a 

Lord Selkirk/Seven Oaks Rebels’ player in Game 1 of the championship series on 

Sunday. The Rebels won the game 4-1.

The Lightning’s Johnathon Gilmore looks to make a pass in Game 1 of the 

championship series against the Lord Selkirk/Seven Oaks Rebels. The Rebels won 

the game 4-1.

U15 AA Lightning drop Game 1 of final series to Rebels

By Brian Bowman
The Interlake Lightning took the 

Winnipeg Wild to Game 5 of their 
best-of-fi ve Manitoba U18 Hockey 
League playoff  series.

But, unfortunately, their season is 
over.

Winnipeg won the series after a 

hard-fought 2-1 home win on Satur-
day.

The Wild’s Declan Siwicki scored in 
the fi rst period and then Interlake’s 
Brandon Burak replied in the second.

Winnipeg’s Hudson Kowalchuk 
notched the game winner in the third.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Interlake Lightning defencemen David Johnson (7) and Tytan Johnson (3) battle a 

Wild player in front of their net. The Lightning lost 2-1 in Game 5 of the quarter-

fi nal playoff s in the Manitoba U18 AAA Hockey League.

U18 AAA Lightning lose to Wild in Game 5

By Brian Bowman
The Lundar Falcons are trailing the 

St. Malo Warriors 2-0 in their CRJHL 
best-of-seven semifi nal series.

Lundar lost 3-1 to St. Malo at home 
on Sunday afternoon.

The Warriors snapped a 1-1 third-
period tie with a pair of goals.

Liam Russell scored a second-period 
goal for Lundar while Keston Worley, 
Rylan Keck and Ashton Dubois re-
plied for St. Malo.

Last Friday, the Falcons had a rough 
start to the series with a 9-0 road loss. 

St. Malo blew the game wide open 
with fi ve second-period goals.

St. Malo goals were scored by Du-
bois (three), Kaden Rioux (three), 
Keston Worley, Zachary Maynard 
and Ben Dias.

Lundar played at St. Malo this past 
Tuesday but no score was available at 
press time.

The Falcons will host the Warriors 
on Friday (8 p.m.) and then head back 
to St. Malo on Monday (8 p.m.).

Falcons trail 2-0 in CRJHL semifinal series

Game 3 is set for 
Thursday at 7:30 
p.m. at Century 
Arena



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.
––––––––––––––––––––
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.

LIVESTOCK
Black Angus bulls 
for sale. Good selec-
tion of yearling & 2 
year old. Bulled sired 
by SAV Top Soil & HF 
Roper 27F, Peak Dot 
Profound 1005G. Birth 
weights 90-95 lbs. 
Moderate frames. Cow 
bulls. Semen tested. 
Delivery avail. For 
more info. call 1-204-
861-0126, Teulon, MB.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT   

Tollak Place has 1 & 2 
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street. 
Spacious suites, with 
F/S, A/C, storage 
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are 
included, parking is 
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55 
plus bldg., river view 
apts. with central air, 
F/S, DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi  ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-
ITY.

MISCELLANEOUS
Lakeside Aviation. 
Flight School-Charter 
Series. Gimli. St. An-
drews. Riverton. Call 
1-888-642-4799.

HELP WANTED   
Yard staff  needed for 
Winnipeg Livestock. 
P/T leading to F/T. 
Includes weekdays, 
evenings & weekends. 
Cattle experience an 
asset but not neces-
sary. Willing to train. 
Ph Melissa at 204-299-
7509.
––––––––––––––––––––
The Window Factory 
in Selkirk, Mb at 605 
Mercy St. is looking 
to hire a fulltime expe-
rienced window and 
door installer. Must be 
able to work outdoors 
and some heights. 
Please submit any re-
sumes to the offi  ce at 
605 Mercy St.

FLIGHT ACADEMY   
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built 
aircraft or an ultra-
light; fl y by day only 
in Canada with one 
passenger; can easily 
add fl oat rating to per-
mit. LS Airways Flight 
Academy 204-651-
1402.

WANTED   
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.

WANTED
W A N T E D / B U Y I N G 
1950’s–70’s Scandina-
vian, Danish, Canadi-
an Mid-Century Mod-
ern Furniture (Teak, 
Walnut, Rosewood), 
lighting, ceramics, 
textiles, stereo or de-
sign. Contact Daniel 
at TEXT/PHONE: 204-
918-1607.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
SEASONAL HIRING? 
REGISTERING Spring 
Programs? Having 
an AGM? Have your 
blanket classifi ed ads 
seen in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Now booking Winter 
and Spring advertis-
ing for 2024. Please 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.
com

––––––––––––––––––––

204-467-5836

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Express 
204-467-5836
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On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:

THE EASTERN INTERLAKE PLANNING DISTRICT BY-LAW NO. 01-2024
Being an amendment to the Eastern Interlake Planning District 

Development Plan By-law No. 01-2022, as amended

HEARING Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
LOCATION: Council Chambers

329 River Road, Arborg, MB

DATE & April 4, 2024
TIME: 5:00 pm

FILE REF: RMB-24-01A

GENERAL To re-designate an area in the 
INTENT: Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton 

from “Commercial General Area” 
to “Urban Residential Area”
to accommodate a multi-lot 
residential subdivision.

AREA Pt. RL 44-22-2 EPM, Being
AFFECTED: Pt. Parcel 6, Plan 8432 WLTO

PTH 68 / 170 St. Philips Dr.
Roll No. 53600

CONTACT FOR Nancy Thom, CAO/Development Officer
INFORMATION: Eastern Interlake Planning District 

62 2nd Avenue, P.O. Box 1758, Gimli, MB  R0C 1B0
Phone:   204-642-5478       Fax:  204-642-4061 
E-mail: eipd@mts.net     Web: www.interlakeplanning.com

_______________________________________________________________________________

A copy of the proposal and supporting material may be provided upon request to the contact person mentioned above.  
Please note, if you are within a 100 m radius you will receive this notice in the mail

that will include the proposal and supporting material.    

EASTERN INTERLAKE PLANNING DISTRICT
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Wednesday, March 20th, 2024 after
The regular sale at the
Ashern Auction Mart

Cliff Cherniak Reduction Sale of 160 

Top end Blk angus x, Simx Cows start 

calving April 15th 

Age 4 to 8 yrs old

Closed herd Full Health Program 

Pyramid 5 and Cattle Master as Heifers

Bred to Blk angus, Blk limo, 

Blk sim and Shorthorn

Calves always top the market 

when they sell 

For further information contact:
Ashern Auction Mart – 204-768-2360

Kirk – 204-768-0019
Licence #1128

FARMERS 
AND 

RANCHERS
Plan to attend the Bred Cow sale

www.farmdivision.ca

FOR SALE - CATTLE 
FARM IN MB

Opportunity to grow your land base. 

Pasture and hay land ready to go for 

2024. A total of 1537 fenced acres 

connected to 640 acres of crown land. 

Build up a yard or keep it strictly for 

grazing cattle. 2 miles from paved 

highway #7 and only 50 kms to north 

perimeter hwy near Winnipeg. 

Contact Listing Agents

Stacey Hiebert  Sheldon Froese

204.371.5930       204.371.5131

Gimli Rona is seeking a
DELIVERY DRIVER

Responsibilities May Include:
•  Preparing and delivering 

customer orders
•  Picking up merchandise from 

Winnipeg
•  General lumber yard assistance
•  Valid Class 3 license with air 

brakes is required
•  Forklift experience is an asset
Please submit your resume by 
email to laura@ronagimli.ca 

or in person to:
RONA GIMLI 

100-7TH Avenue | Gimli, Manitoba R0C 1B0

CUSTODIAN – CASUAL HELP 
REQUIRED ON SATURDAYS FOR THE 

MONTHS OF APRIL TO AUGUST 
WASTE DISPOSAL SITE – FISHER BRANCH
The Rural Municipality of Fisher invites applications 
for the position of Custodian (part time) for our 
Waste Disposal Site in Fisher Branch. This is for 
every Saturday for the months of April to August and 

thereafter as relief operator. 

Please reference “Casual Custodian” on envelope or 
subject line.        

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ANNOUNCEMENT
Join Keyes Loyal Orange Lodge #1755, Newdale L.O.L #1533, Winnipeg 
Golden West L.O.L #2311.Info: newdale1533@gmail.com . Since 1795. God 
Save The King!

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@expressweeklynews.ca
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RM OF COLDWELL
PUBLIC NOTICE
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ReVolution ReVolution 
TrailersTrailers

RVs 
Reimagined

• Spring Readiness 
• Service & Repair
• Parts & Sales
• Renovated RV Sales
• Custom 

Renovations
1480 Spring� eld Rd

Winnipeg, MB
www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call Now:
204-955-7377
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VILLAGE OF DUNNOTTAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding the 

2024 Financial Plan
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2) of 
The Municipal Act that the Council of the Village of Dunnottar intends 
to present its financial plan for the fiscal year 2024 at a public hearing 
on Tuesday, the 26th day of March, 2024 at 1:00 p.m.
Council will hear any taxpayer who wishes to make representation, ask 
questions or register an objection to the financial plan, as provided.
Copies of the financial plan will be available for review and may 
be examined by any person during the regular office hours of the 
Municipal Office.  A copy of the financial plan will also be posted on 
the Dunnottar website (www.dunnottar.ca) at that time.
Please contact the office, info@dunnottar.ca or call 204-389-4962, to 
register to attend this hearing or review a copy of the 2024 Financial 
Plan.
Dated this 26th day of February 2024.
Sarah Palson, C.M.M.A.
Administrator

Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s publication Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s publication Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 204-467-5836
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SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
• Monuments • Restoration Granite
• Pillow markers   - Level monuments Bronze
• Pre Needs   - Renew monuments Columbariums
• Final Dates   - Engraving  -single, family, community

Appointments available in the comfort of your home 

Email: sunsetmemorialsgimli@gmail.com
Bus: 1-204-642-8818 • Cell: 1-204-407-3096

www.sunsetmemorialsgimli.ca
IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

Joan Pich
April 5, 1953 – March 20, 2020

Think of you often and miss you.
Memories of many special times we treasure.
The legacy of your “Ukranian” cooking is 
uncannily replicated and so generously 
shared with us by Cheryl. We feel you here 
with us.
Miss the simple things – a phone call, your 
humor, garage saling, a hug.

‘Be the things you
Loved

most about the
People

who are gone’
-Love sister Linda, Donna and Barry

Victoria Kaminski
December 10, 1925 – March 16, 2019

In loving memory of
Our dear Mom, Grandma

and Great-Grandma
We think about you often,
We talk about you still;
You haven’t been forgotten,
And you know you never will.
Sadly missed and forever in our hearts.

-Love always,
Jane, Linda, Wally and Audra

Derek, Nicole, Sienna and Athena

OBITUARY

Wolfgang Gerhard Jahnke
January 23, 1940 – February 12, 2024

Wolfgang Gerhard Jahnke passed away on February 12, 2024 at 
the age of 84, at his home near Arnes, MB.

He was predeceased by his parents Gerhard and Hildegard 
Jahnke and sister Gertie Krampitz.

He leaves to mourn his wife Erika; stepsons Tolv Neuendorff  
(Nancy), Rex Neuendorff  (Maureen); grandchildren Matthew, 
Amanda (Brad), Laura (Matthew) and Scott (Courtney) and great-
grandchildren Lucy, Lia and Kai.

A private gathering with family will be held at a later date. A 
donation can be made in Wolfgang’s memory to the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation of Manitoba.

Rest in peace Wolfgang.
Friends and family are invited to visit Wolfgang’s memorial page 

at www.interlakecremation.ca, where memories and condolences may be shared.
Arrangements entrusted to:

OBITUARY

Richard Riemer
June 26, 1952 - March 9, 2024

For this weekend’s funeral service information go to Friends 
Funeral Services website: friendsfs.ca

See full obituary in next week’s paper.

Your memory will live forever 
Engraved within our hearts

Flyers
Brochures
Business 
cards
Stickers
Window de-
cals
Social tickets
Door hangers
Letterhead
Envelopes
Invoices
Estimate sheets
Posters
Memo pads
Post cards
Presentation 
Folders

Call  
204-785-1618

Everything Everything 
you need to you need to 

promote promote 
your your 

businessbusiness

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
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MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME STONEWALL
(204) 467-2525  •  info@mackenziefh.com

Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. 

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Craig Hughson
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Craig 

Hughson, on February 24th, 2024 at the age of 86.
Craig was born on May 1, 1937 in Pilot Mound. He spent his early 

years working on the family farm and playing baseball with the 
Pilot Mound Pilots. Craig met Laurette (Ret) Desrochers in high 
school, and the two married on November 8, 1957. Craig and Ret 
worked on the farm in Pilot Mound, raising their two young boys, 
before moving to Eriksdale in 1973, where they worked for the new 
Credit Union. Their hard work helped the Credit Union grow to 
three branches in three diff erent towns.

In 2002, Craig retired, and then he and Ret moved to Warren to be 
closer to their children and grandchildren. Craig became an active 
member of the community in his new home, volunteering with the 
Warren and District Lions Club and the Prairie Dog Central, while 

staying active golfi ng and competing in the Manitoba 55+ Games for years. Craig will be deeply 
missed in each of the communities that he called home.

Craig is survived by his grandchildren Jennifer (Mark), Adam (Candace), Mark, Jay, and Max, 
and his six great-grandchildren.

He was predeceased by his wife, Ret; and his two sons, Ken and Woody.
Craig’s family would like to thank the staff  at the Eriksdale Personal Care Home, and Rosewood 

Lodge in Stonewall for their excellent care.
A celebration of Craig’s life will be held Friday, March 22, at 2:30 p.m. at the MacKenzie Funeral 

Chapel in Stonewall.
In lieu of fl owers, donations to the Warren and District Lions or a charity of your choice would 

be appreciated.

Richard Joseph Ducheck
Peacefully, surrounded by family, Richard passed away on March 

1st, 2024 at the age of 80. He will be lovingly remembered by his 
wife of 56 years, Betty, daughter Amber (Kevin), son Chad (Nancy) 
and grandsons Nolan and Matthew, sisters Evelyn (Roy), Barbara 
(Morris), Janet (Rick) and Teri, sisters-in-law, Nancy (Werner) and 
Gwen (Kurt).

Richard (a.k.a. Roam) was born in Selkirk on January 3, 1944 and 
grew up on the family farm in Lockport helping his parents with 
potato and grain farming, and always getting into trouble with his 
best buddy, Eugene.

He attended Lockport School and decided farming and a desk 
job weren’t for him; so, after various jobs he settled into his 
occupation of pressman at the Winnipeg Free Press for 36 years, 
retiring in 2001 as night foreman.

Richard enjoyed hunting, but, he loved to fi sh! His greatest joy was camping and fi shing with 
his grandsons at Lake of the Prairies. Weekends and holidays were spent at Black Lake, Lee 
River and the Whiteshell. Every spring Richard and his fi shing buddies, Ron, Keith, Wally, Ray, 
Brian and Andy, fl ew out to various lakes throughout Manitoba. Once retired, you could fi nd him 
fi shing his favourite spots at Grindstone and Hecla.

Cooking was Richard’s passion! He spent countless hours searching for the best recipes fi lling 
4 three-ringed binders. He will always be remembered for his delicious hamburgers and was 
renamed “Richieburger”.

Richard and his Uncle Bill built our family home on Lockport Road where we spent over 30 
years raising our family and forming lifelong friendships. In 2002, our retirement home was built 
at Pelican Beach north of Gimli. Richard enjoyed building decks, developing the backyard, and 
puttering in his haven, his garage. When he wasn’t fi shing, you could fi nd him on the golf course 
at Links at the Lake golfi ng over 100 games in 2004! Over the past 22 years on Corona Crescent, 
Richard has developed a close bond with all his neighbours and his Gimli Texas Hold’em buddies.

After retirement, Yuma, AZ became our winter home. For 13 wonderful years the people at 
Desert Paradise became our winter family developing bonds that we cherish today. Lovely Loma 
Linda in Guayabitos, MX was Richard’s fi nal winter retreat for three more fun-fi lled years enjoying 
the beautiful weather, cooking for our new friends, playing cards and walking barefoot along the 
sand beaches.

Richard will always be remembered for: his sense of humour, his love of buying gadgets, his 
creative ability to build and fi x just about anything, and, by his nieces and nephews for “THE 
CLAW”.

Richard lived his life to the fullest and took total control of it right to his very last breath!
A special thank you to Dr. Ade and Trudy for their compassionate care and understanding 

while helping Richard through these challenging times. The nurses and support staff  at the Gimli 
Hospital were angels.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Richard’s memory to: Manitoba Lung Association,
M.S. Society, and MAID.
A private celebration to honour Richard will take place in the spring of 2024.
Tributes: www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Janice Elaine Smith
July 5, 1957 – March 10, 2024

Peacefully, surrounded by the LOVE of her family, we sadly 
announce the passing of our BEST sister, Aunty, Nanty and friend 
EVER, Janice; or as many called her, “Jano.” She has been taken 
from us way too soon. She will forever be etched in our hearts.

Left to cherish her memory is her brother Lorne and sister-in-law 
Susan; the loves of her life, nephew Raymond (Jenny), Mackenzie, 
Raymond; niece, Tabby (Brian), Myla, Tori and Will; aunts, uncles, 
cousins along with a boatload of great friends near and far.

She was predeceased by her loving parents, Raymond and Dora.
Janice was born and raised in Gimli. She loved her family, 

curling, bonspieling, watching curling, cooking, a great bargain, 
hanging out with friends, being the hostess with the mostest and 
most recently heading down with her friends to the Legion meat 

draws. Aunty loved to travel to warm destinations. Her love was her home in Mexico, ‘Casa Del 
Ray,’ which means “home of Ray.” She spent many years living in Mexico and made so many 
friends that she will forever cherish.

She always had a love for children. She took night courses and Saturday courses at Red River 
so that she could get her ECE II Diploma. She’d always say that on a good morning, she could 
make it from home to Red River in 57 minutes! She dedicated 26 ½ years of her life working at 
the Gimli Children’s Centre. She embraced every minute of it! She loved the kids and all of her 
co-workers. She was so thankful to work with them, they were like family.

Alongside being an extremely dedicated childcare worker, she was the BEST Aunty/Nanty 
anyone could ask for! Blizzards for breakfast before the waterslides at Wet and Wild, most 
defi nitely; Tinkertown every summer, of course; Wheelies and bring your friends too, let’s go; 
breakfast at the Lake Inn every weekend, who’s coming; practice driving for your driver’s test all 
over the Interlake, be right there; take you out to Gimli Countryfest when you’re 12, we’ll be safe; 
a ride anywhere, what time; watch us while they were in the fi sh shed, never a question; drive 
to hockey or ringette, undoubtedly; trips to the States, buckle up; come watch hockey games, 
anytime; take you to the beach, always; Red Lobster, Olive Garden, you name it; wedding days, 
wouldn’t miss it; Christmas concerts, I’ll be there before the doors open; cruising with the top 
down in the Stang, “hell yeah;” all day shopping excursions, pick you up at 7:30; take you to your 
fi rst concert (New Kids on the Block), let’s do dinner fi rst; graduation days, with pleasure; your 
favourite cheesecake, coming right up; McDonald’s Playland, I’ll sit here as long as you want; 
Mexican perogies, no problem; Paco’s party, absolutely . . . the list goes on . .  . so making sure 
she was at peace and pain free, without question. Our lives wouldn’t have been the same without 
her.

Her true passion was when she was gifted the “grands,” as she would refer to them. She was 
always extremely thankful that her brother and sister-in-law shared their “grands” with her as if 
they were her own. It meant the most to her in her life.

We have lost the BRAVEST, kindest, best, most giving, joyful soul with the largest heart of 
gold.  She had so much love for everyone. She has touched so many lives in her journey and was 
forever grateful for all of the friends she made along life’s path.

On behalf of Aunty and our family we would like to extend our sincerest appreciation to friends 
and family, near and far, who have supported us during this diffi  cult time. Heartfelt thanks to Dr 
Ade, Trudy, Gimli EMS and the wonderful staff  at Gimli Hospital. She was so at ease knowing you 
were there Cindy. Sincerest thanks to Lori, Tracy and Bernie, we couldn’t have done this without 
you.

At Janice’s request, cremation has taken place and a private family service will be held.
In lieu of fl owers, if you so choose, Janice would like you to think of her at Christmas time and 

donate a toy to your local toy bin. This was always very near and dear to her heart.
Aunty always said to live life to the fullest, you never know what tomorrow will bring. How true 

is that.
Like Aunty said, “It’s all good; it is what it is! I had a wonderful life.”
“And in the end, it’s not the years in your life that count; it’s the life in your years.”
  ~ Abraham Lincoln

Hasta la vista, baby!

204-949-2200
Gimli 204-642-7124
neilbardalinc.com

Remember Remember Your Your 
Loved Loved OnesOnes 

with an with an Announcement in theAnnouncement in the 
Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836



The Express Weekly News    Thursday, March 14, 2024    23

• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836
R.S. SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sales - Installations - Service
Help With Bell TV and Internet & 
Shaw Direct Satellite Systems.

Russell  204-376-2757
Arborg, MB

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-641-5266
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

120B Center Ave W. 
Gimli 204-641-2526
Cars, SUV and Trucks for sale

Priced from $5,000 and up
Financing 
Available!

Can deliver anywhere 
in the Interlake. 

Ph: 204-739-3392

NEW OR 
USED 
SEA 

CONTAINERS 
FOR SALE 

20’ or 40’

Grain & Fertilizer 
Hauling

Hauling Available for 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Harley @ 204-494-0824
Jerry @ 204-280-6261

wheathilltransport@gmail.com

Need 
help 

getting 
your 

fingers 
going...GU

IT
AR
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ON

S

Call/Text (807) 464-2690 Or email your contact information 
and queries to JfBrose4music@gmail.com
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We’ve got you
covered!��������	
���

�	���

���������
�_
��������������������

�������	��
�����
��

���������	

��������	

����
��������

���������	����
������


����������������BizBiz CardsCards
Get T he 

Job Done!

 30. Dry or withered
 31. Expression of annoyance
 33. Dash
 34. Fifth note of a major scale
 35. A secret clique
 37. Partner to cheese
 39. __ school: where to learn 

healing
 41. City in ancient Syria
 42. Gasteyer and de Armas 

are two
 44. Established practice
 47. Thanksgiving side dish
 48. District in Peru
 49. It’s becoming more 

prevalent
 50. State in India
 52. Measure of illumination
 53. Raised platform
 56. Japanese warrior
 61. R.L. Stevenson novel
 63. Transitory
 64. Advanced degree
 65. Fiddler crabs

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Prevent from seeing

  2. Czech city
  3. __ and Andy, TV show
  4. A young pig
  5. Removed surgically
  6. Covered with
  7. Chest muscle (slang)
  8. Nigerian City
  9. Midway between south and        

east
 10. A way to shut
 11. Stop playing
 12 Marshy places
 13. Takes apart
 14. Ten cents
 17. A gesture of assent
 22. Scent
 23. Teletypewriter
 24. General’s assistant (abbr.)
 25. Hillside
 26. Taxi driver 
 28. Semitic Sun god
 29. Town in India
 32. Traditional rhythmic 

pattern
 36. Fugitives are on the __
 38. Type of dance
 40. Two letters, one sound

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Helps little fi rms
  4. Political action committee
  7. Allowed
 12. Olivia Colman played one
 15. Open
 16. He had a notable lamp
 18. Promotional material
 19. Domesticated animal
 20. Larry and Curly’s buddy
 21. The best ever
 24. TV network
 27. Checked for

Crossword Answer

 43. Having a strong, pleasant 
taste

 44. Golf score
 45. Mayhem
 46. Drenched
 51. River in northeastern Asia
 54. Drug to treat anxiety 

(abbr.)

 55. Part-time employee
 56. A very large body of water
 57. Aboriginal people of Japan
 58. Millisecond
 59. Forearm bone
 60. Subway dweller
 62. Royal Mail
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Meet your new herd-feeding workhorse. The BPX9010 is ready to bring simplicity, durability and 

versatility to your farm or ranch. Ready to distribute uniform windrows along bunk lines or out in the 

pasture. Ready to spread bedding with consistency and accuracy at ranges up to 50 ft (15.2 m). Ready 

to simplify the process of processing bales. It’s ready. Are you? 

addy 

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the Interlake 
for Years!
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